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Introduction 
 
 
Please read this quietly before the Service begins 
 
 
 
God's love and power extend over all creation. Every life, including our 
own, is precious to God. There is hope in death as in life, because 
Christ guarantees us life after death. This is the free gift of God.  
 
 
But even in the midst of such belief, we find that there is a real sense of 
loss when a loved one dies. We will each have had our own 
experiences of a loved one’s life and death, with different memories and 
different feelings of love, grief and respect. To acknowledge this at the 
beginning of the service should help us to use this occasion to come to 
terms with our feelings of loss and sorrow, remember those we love 
but see no more and to reflect on our own journey of life. And we 
must not lose heart, or cease in our hope, that even through death our 
loved ones are made alive eternally with the Father in heaven, and that 
we may do the same.  
 
 
Those who mourn need support and consolation. We hope that our 
presence here today is an expression of that continuing support.  
All Saints’ is your parish church and it is always here for you.  
 
 
 
 

You are invited to join in the words of the service printed in bold type. 
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Welcome and introduction 
 
 
Hymn        

 
Praise my soul the King of heaven, 
To his feet thy tribute bring; 
Ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven, 
Who like me his praise should sing? 
Alleluia, Alleluia, 
Praise the everlasting King. 
 

Praise him for his grace and favour 
To our fathers in distress; 
Praise him still the same for ever, 
Slow to chide and swift to bless: 
Alleluia, Alleluia, 
Glorious in his faithfulness. 
 

Father-like he tends and spares us, 
Well our feeble frame he knows; 
In his hands he gently bears us, 
Rescues us from all our foes: 
Alleluia, Alleluia, 
Widely as his mercy flows. 
 

Angels, help us to adore him; 
Ye behold him face to face; 
Sun and moon, bow down before him, 
Dwellers all in time and space: 
Alleluia, Alleluia, 
Praise with us the God of grace. 

 
H F Lyte (1793-1847), from Psalm 103 
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A Sentence of Scripture:  Revelation 21.4 
 

 

And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no 
more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any 
more pain:  
for the former things are passed away. 

 
Opening prayer 

 

God of mercy, you are the hope of all those who put their trust in you. 
We pray for all who have died in faith, especially those we love and see 
no more. We thank you for the assurance that you welcome them into 
your kingdom and that you will raise them up in glory on the last day. 
We make our prayer through Jesus Christ our Lord.       
Amen 

 
Reading:  St. John 14 vv 1-6 

 
‘Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 
In my Father’s house there are many dwelling-places. If it were not so, 
would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to 
myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the 
way to the place where I am going.’ Thomas said to him, ‘Lord, we do 
not know where you are going. How can we know the way?’ Jesus said 
to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through me. 
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Hymn       
 
 

Lead kindly light amidst the encircling gloom, 
lead thou me on. 
The night is dark and I am far from home, 
lead thou me on. 
Keep thou my feet, I do not ask to see 
the distant scene, one step enough for me. 
 
I was not ever thus, and prayed that thou 
shouldst lead me on. 
I loved to choose and see my path, but now 
lead thou me on. 
I loved the garish day and, spite of fears, 
pride ruled my will: remember not past years. 
 
So long thy power hath blest me, sure it still 
will lead me on. 
O’er moor and fen, o’er crag and torrent, till 
the night is gone. 
And with the morn those angel faces smile, 
which I have loved long since, and lost awhile. 
 

John Henry Newman 1801-1890 

 
Homily 

 
 

The Rev’d George Rogers 
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Prayer 
 

We remember, Lord, the slenderness of the thread which separates life 
from death, and the suddenness with which it can be broken. Help us 
also to remember that on both sides of that division we are surrounded 
by your love and you send your saints and angels to watch over and 
guide us all. Persuade our hearts that when our dear ones die neither 
we nor they are parted from you. In you may we find our peace, and 
with you we are united with them and all the heavenly host in the 
glorious body of Christ, who has burst the bonds of death and is alive 
for evermore, our Saviour and theirs, for ever and ever.    
Amen. 
 

A short time of quiet 

 
The Commemoration 

 
In the rising of the sun, and its going down, 
We will remember them 
In the blowing of the wind, and in the chill of winter, 
We will remember them 
In the opening of buds, and in the warmth of summer 
We will remember them 
In the rustling of leaves, and the beauty of autumn 
We will remember them 
In the beginning of the year, and when it ends, 
We will remember them 
When we are weary and in need of strength 
We will remember them 
When we are lost and sick at heart 
We will remember them 
When we have joys we yearn to share 
We will remember them 
So long as we live, they too shall live, for they are still part of us, as 
We will remember them 
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Lighting of Candles 
 

 
We find it hard to let go of our loved ones and leave them in God's 
keeping.  On Easter Day the Church lights the Easter candle to 
remember how Jesus rose from the dead to bring us God's new life.   
 

You are worthy, our Lord and God, 
to receive glory and honour and power. 
For you have created all things, 
and by your will they have their being. 
 

You are worthy, O Lamb, for you were slain, 
and by your blood you ransomed for God 
saints from every tribe and language and nation. 
You have made them to be a kingdom and priests 
serving our God, and they will reign with you on earth. 
 
The Easter candle is relit 
 

This afternoon, a candle will be lit in memory of your loved one, so 
demonstrating your faith that all who trust in the risen Christ are in 
God's safe-keeping. 
 

The names of those to be remembered are read aloud. 
 

This is the will of him who sent me 
that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me 
and I will raise them up at the last day 

 
Anthem 

 
Litany to the Holy Spirit Hurford 
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Prayers 
 

Hear us, O merciful Father, as we remember in love those whom we 
have placed in your hands. Acknowledge, we pray, the sheep of your 
own fold, the Iambs of your flock, and the sinners of your own 
redeeming.  We thank you that they are enfolded in the arms of your 
mercy, secure in the blessed rest of eternal peace and numbered among 
the glorious company of the saints in light.   
Amen. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

 
Let us now say together in faith and trust the words that Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father,  
who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name. 
Thy Kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power and the glory,  
for ever and ever.  
Amen 
 
This year, it is not possible to take a collection. 
If you would like to make a donation in memory of your loved ones, you are 
invited to donate via this link 
https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/12005#!/DonationDetails 
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Hymn                  
 

How shall I sing that Majesty 
which angels do admire? 
Let dust in dust and silence lie; 
sing, sing, ye heavenly choir. 
thousands of thousands stand around 
thy throne, O God most high; 
ten thousand times ten thousand sound 
thy praise; but who am I? 
 

Thy brightness unto them appears, 
whilst I thy footsteps trace; 
a sound of God comes to my ears, 
but they behold thy face. 
I shall, I fear, be dark and cold, 
with all my fire and light; 
yet when thou dost accept their gold, 
Lord, treasure up my mite. 
 

Enlighten with faith's light my heart, 
inflame it with love's fire; 
then shall I sing and bear a part 
with that celestial choir. 
They sing because thou art their Sun; 
Lord, send a beam on me; 
for where heaven is but once begun 
there alleluias be. 
 

How great a being, Lord, is thine, 
which doth all beings keep! 
Thy knowledge is the only line 
to sound so vast a deep. 
thou art a sea without a shore, 
a sun without a sphere; 
thy time is now and evermore, 
thy place is everywhere. 

John Mason 1646-1694 
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The Blessing 
 
May God grant to the living, grace; to the departed rest;  
to all the world peace and concord;  
to us and every faithful servant, life everlasting.  
And the blessing of God Almighty,  
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,  
Be with you and all those whom you love and care for,  
the living and the departed, now and for evermore   
Amen 

 
Organ Voluntary 

 
 
 

If you would like to receive a visit from one of the ministry team at All Saints’, 
please contact the Parish Office – contact details below. 

 
All Saints’ holds a Memorial Service in October every year. Please let us know 

if you would like an invitation to services held in future years.  
 

Contact the Parish Office on 01689 832031 
or email allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 

All Saints’ is the Parish Church of Orpington. It has been offering spiritual 
support to the people of Orpington for almost 1000 years and it continues 

to do so today.  
We are immensely grateful for your support of us so that this rich heritage of 

support and care under God may continue for many years to come. 
 
 

Copyright. Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material from 
which may be included in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000. 

Hymns are reproduced under CCL license no 555951 
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