
MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL 
HELD ON Wednesday 22 July 2020 

via Zoom 
The Meeting commenced at 7.30 p.m 

 

PRESENT:  
 

Rev’d George Rogers  
John Pentlow (Churchwarden) – Lay Chair  
Tim Birse (Treasurer) Gill Sinclair (Secretary) 
Pam Mercer Abi Hiscock 
Malcolm Dixon Cathy Hussey 
Dave House Catherine King 
Elizabeth Whitbread Vanessa Dixon 
Helen Ogedemgbe  

 
PLEASE NOTE:   The meeting was chaired by the acting chairman as our Vicar Designate 
   is yet to be our legal Incumbent following the Institution, Induction and 
   Installation. 
 
 
1. Opening Prayer 

The lay chair welcomed everyone and invited George to open the meeting with a prayer. 
 

2. Apologies for absence 
Duncan Hellicar  Sheila Anderson 
 

3. Confirmation of PCC Minutes 
The minutes/comments of the meeting of 9 June 2020 were slightly amended and 
confirmed as a true record.   

 
4. Standing Committee Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting of 26 May 2020 were received and noted.   
 

5. Matters Arising 
Email Addresses/Website – Malcolm queried the thinking behind the new website.  
Tim explained that we wished to have generic email addresses (i.e 
treasurer.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com).  In this way when someone in a particular 
position retired, whoever took over that position would then have access to all 
previous emails.  To do this, we need to change the host of our website who offer a 
number of email addresses free of charge.  This will not change the look or content 
of the website, but just the host. Malcolm thanked Tim for the explanation. 
 

6. Mission and Ministry Committee Reports 
 

(a) Children’s Work 
The report was received.  George also referred the meeting to the document 
sent out separately regarding Mission & Ministry with Children & Young Social 
& Fundraising. 

Catherine confirmed that there is not usually a Sunday School during school 
holidays, but as we had not been able to have the Easter Egg Hunt this year 
due to lockdown, the Easter Eggs that she purchased for this are nearing their 
sell-by date, and she would therefore like to have this on Sunday in St Nicholas 
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Garden after the morning service, as an end of term party.  After discussion 
this was agreed and Catherine said she would prepare a Risk Assessment.   

Catherine said that during the school holidays she will be unable to do a Zoom 
call with the children every Sunday.  Normally she would have held a 
children’Ssactivity session in the Old Church during the service, but this will not 
be possible this year.  She would therefore propose using St Nicholas Garden 
for any children.  She wonders if the guidelines would allow the children to 
come into church at the Peace after the activity session as they would normally 
do.  After discussion it was agreed that the children could join their parents in 
church. 

(b)  Social & Fundraising 
  The report was received. 

(c)  Finance 
The report was received.  Tim said that nothing had changed since our May 
meeting.  Amity have paid some money towards their rent, but are still five 
months behind.  We are obviously well below budget by some £26,000, 
although we are getting some money in from giving as people start returning to 
services. 
 
Catherine mentioned that there is a scheme set up whereby anyone using their 
Amazon account can nominate a charity where a percentage of what they 
purchase is paid to the charity.  It might be worthwhile having a look at it to see 
if we can register All Saints’.  Easy Fundraising also run the same scheme.  
Tim said that he would look into it. 
 

(d)  Stewardship 
Tim said that he hoped that we could re-start the Stewardship Campaign again 
once we are back to normal, but hopefully in September/October.   

(e) Property Management 
There was no report.  John confirmed that during the lockdown we are only 
doing what is needed, and nothing else.  He is pleased that I.D Verde are now 
back in the churchyard and it is looking a lot tidier.  The heater in the clergy 
vestry has been replaced and the windows have been repaired. 

Churchyard Group – George said that he has been in touch with Bromley 
Council and they are interested in our joining their Community Payback 
Scheme to help the Churchyard Group with the upkeep of the churchyard.  He 
has agreed with them that they will send a representative on 11 August at 11 
a.m to discuss the matter further with us.  Both John and Dave said they would 
be available to attend.  

(f) Festival Choir 
There was no report.   

(g) Facebook / Website 
There was no report, but John said that both are doing good work in keeping 
everyone connected during lockdown. 

7. Mission Proposals 
There was no mission proposals presented.   
 



8. Synod Reports 
The Diocesan Synod report was received.  Malcolm said that the next meeting will be 
on 21 November 2020 by which time they hope that they will be able to meet face to 
face, or at least to have a legal meeting where things can be formally decided. 
 

9. Overseas Links 
Tim confirmed that he had sent the coffee money to The Michael Project for which 
they were grateful.  The position in Africa is not good and they are struggling 
financially. 

 
10. Churches Together in Orpington 

There was no report. 
 

11. Food Bank 
The report was received.  Vanessa confirmed that she had attended a meeting today 
and the Lease to their premises have been extended by the Council until February 
2021.  The Mayor will be visiting the warehouse next week, and hopefully she will see 
the extent of the area and the large stocks and will be able to give support to finding 
new premises.  There has been a change to the way the food is distributed and there 
are more home deliveries.  They are re-opening their centres, partly because they 
feel that there are a lot of people who are not online and have been unable to be 
referred.  They are going to operate a click & collect system for those with cars.  In 
this was they hope to reduce the amount of people turning up at the premises.  
Vanessa asked if we could start encouraging people to leave donations in church 
again.  She can collect these on Wednesday mornings and take to the centre in the 
afternoon.  We could put a note in the newsletter requesting donations. 
 

12. DBS Disclosures / Safeguarding 
Gill said that she understands that Mike is undertaking two renewal DBS checks. 
 

13. Notices 
Re-opening the Church Hall – Tim said that Slimming World have requested that they 
return on 10 August.  The hall and kitchen will need to be deep cleaned before they 
return and if they are going to be the only people coming back for the time being, he 
would suggest that they be responsible for cleaning thoroughly after each session for 
a slight reduction in rent until the hall is back fully in use from September.  After 
discussion this was agreed.   
 
We need to get some plan formalised for the use of the hall, so that this can be used 
for re-opening the hall as from September.  We need Risk Assessments carried out 
for all hall users, ourselves included, so that we can confidently re-open safely. 
 
Little Bees have confirmed they will not be returning and we are still trying to find 
another children’s group to take over.  John is still waiting to hear from Early Years, 
and Karen has also contacted other pre-schools in the area to see if any of them are 
looking for bigger premises, or additional space.    
 

14. Other Urgent Business 
Mark Pooley donation – George said that he had spoken to Mark and he wishes to 
make a donation to the church for a specific item that is needed.  He does not want 
it to go into a project fund, but to purchase a single item that we could have a plaque 
with Ruth’s name.  There was a discussion as to what we may need and it was 
decided that there are a couple of items on the Wish List which could be of interest, 
but we will need to know how much he is donating.  George thinks that he is unsure 
at present as he believes the money will be coming from donations at a memorial 



service for Ruth later in the Autumn.  It was agreed that we would give him some 
ideas and let him decide which he would like to donate.  Elizabeth said that Ruth was 
a member of the Mothers Union and was involved with children and it may be that 
there is something that we could use during baptisms or visiting the sick.  It was 
agreed that we would speak to Mark and give him a choice of items that we need and 
he can then make a choice as to what he donates.   
 
Faith Online – George explained the idea behind this project - Connecting the 
Disconnected - where members of the congregation who are unable to attend church 
and do not have access to the internet are given a telephone number which they can 
dial and they can listen to items we have posted (i.e an address from George, Gospel 
reading, prayers, anthem etc).  In this way they can stay connected to the church.  
Duncan already has recordings which he uses for the Sunday morning services, and 
it is just a case of sending these recordings to Faith Online and they will download to 
our number.  The small cost of £20 per month is borne by us, and the member of the 
congregation calling does not get charged.  George has signed up for the one-month 
free trial and we could monitor how much interest we get before signing up.  After 
discussion it was agreed that this was a good idea and we should go ahead. 
 
Poverty & Hope – Tim said that we usually get leaflets and envelopes for this appeal 
during August to November.  He has heard from the Diocese that they will not be 
producing either this year, but would be grateful if would could continue to send  a 
contribution.  After discussion it was agreed that we would continue to support the 
campaign.  
 

The meeting closed at 8.40 p.m with the Grace.  

 
Date of next meeting – Thursday 17 September 2020 at 7.30 p.m via Zoom 

 
 
 
APPROVED BY THE PCC AT THE MEETING ON 17 SEPTEMBER 2020  

AND WILL BE SIGNED BY THE CHAIRMAN  
AS SOON AS WE ARE PERMITTED TO MEET IN PERSON. 


