
SAINTS 
ALIVE! 
 

ALL SAINTS’ E-MAGAZINE 
 

 

 
 

The Magazine of All Saints’ Church, Orpington 

All Saints’ for All People 

 

Price: 50p October 2020 
 



2 

 

 
 

  



3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

PHILIP MOSETTIG 

HANDYMAN  

NO JOB  TOO SMALL 

FREE QUOTE  

GENERAL HOUSEHOLD 

MAINTENANCE  

PAINTING & DECORATING 

GARDENING  

HONEST AND RELIABLE 

  

TEL 07504519586 

philipmosettig@yahoo.co.uk 
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 PUTTING YOUR CARE FIRST 

As a family run company with over 60 years experience in the Care 
industry, we feel we have the knowledge and expertise to support you 
and your loved ones with all your home care needs from a little extra 

help with the shopping to full time live in care. 
To see how we can help care for you: 

Email us: info@silverbirchhealthcare.co.uk 

Call us: 01689 414689 

  

BROMLEY VALLEY GYMNASTICS CENTRE 
  

Chipperfield Road, St Pauls Cray, Kent.  BR5 2QR 
  

GYM TOTS 
A physical activity with the emphasis on fun!  For children 1 – 4 years. 

45 minute sessions supervised by British Gymnastics qualified coaches. 
Sessions run Monday to Thursday, 1pm and 2pm.  Also Saturday 9am & 10 am 

Under 3’s (once walking), children must be accompanied by parent/carer. 

Over 3’s work only with coaches, parents can watch from the viewing area. 
  

AFTER SCHOOL GYMNASTICS CLASSES 
Boys & Girls recreational gymnastics classes available from 4 pm throughout the week and 

on Saturdays.  1 hour sessions taught by British Gymnastics qualified coaches. 

  
SENIORS CLASS 

A low impact Keep-Fit class for the over 60’s among us. 
No machines, just physical fun with tea and biscuits to finish! 

Why not come and join our friendly class?  
No commitment, £3 a session. 

  

For more Information please call 0208 300 5964. 
Visit our website:  www.bromleyvalley.co.uk 



5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

FULL DRY CLEANING, LAUNDRY AND ALTERATION 

SERVICE 

FREE REMOVAL AND REHANGING SERVICE WITH 

ALL CURTAINS CLEANED 

  

TELEPHONE: 01689 828149 
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ORPINGTON PARISH CHURCH 
Top of Church Hill (off High Street). Other entrances and car parks in Bark Hart Rd 

Follow us on Facebook at All Saints’ Orpington. 

Vicar:  The Rev’d George M Rogers 

   1a Keswick Road, Orpington, BR6 0EU 

   Tel: 01689 824624 

Website:  www.allsaintsorpington.org.uk 

Faith Online:  01689 495014 – Listen to extracts from Sunday Services 

Lay Ministers:  Pam Mercer  Tel: 01689 821171 

   Abi Hiscock    Tel: 01689 898329   
                 Email: abigail.hiscock@mail2web.com 
Pastoral Assistant:           Sheila Anderson  Tel: 07957 218706 

Churchwardens:  John Pentlow  Tel: 01689 815772  

   Duncan Hellicar  Tel: 01689 871026  

Assistant Wardens: Malcolm Dixon     Tel: 01689 851767 

                                     Gill Sinclair       Tel: 01689 875702 

                                     Denis Reidy    Tel: 01689 607202 

Children and   Mandy Turner    Email: rr.turner@ntlworld.com 

Young People:  Catherine King  Email: youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com  

   Cathy Hussey  Tel:  01689 821632 

Director of Music:      Phoebe Tak Man Chow   Email:  takmanchow@gmail.com 

Parish Administrator  Karen Kelly   Tel: 01689 832031 

Church Office  Monday-Friday: 9.30 to 12.30  Closed on Wednesdays 

   Bark Hart Road, Orpington. BR6 0QD  

   Tel: 01689 832031  Email: allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 

Parochial Church Council 

 Secretary: Gill Sinclair  Tel: 01689 875702 

 Treasurer: Tim Birse   Tel: 01689 836392 

Safeguarding Officer Gill Sinclair   Tel: 01689 875702.  

Planned Giving Recorder: David Laker  Tel: 01689 834820  

Book of Remembrance: Jenni Sargent  Tel: 01689 826547 

Sacristan:  Malcolm & Vanessa Dixon:   Tel: 01689 851767  

Magazine Editor:              Gill Sinclair  Email: gillsinclair@outlook.com 

Business Manager:             Gerald Holmes  Contact via Parish Office 

Print Manager:              Gerald Holmes  01689 829322  

Special Facilities: Loop system for the deaf - set to position T on hearing aids. 
   Ramp into church. Wheelchair. Toilet for the disabled. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   SUNDAY SERVICES  8.00am Holy Communion  BCP 

    9.30am Parish Eucharist  CW 

   On certain Festivals  6.30pm Choral Evensong  BCP 

   Wednesday    10.00am Eucharist  CW 

   Monday to Friday   9.00am Morning Prayer  CW 

Major Saints’ Days as announced in the diary 

http://www.allsaintsorpington.org.uk/
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NOTICEBOARD 

  
 

 

 

ALL SAINTS’ PRAYING FOR ALL STREETS 

This month we are praying for the following streets in the Parish: 

           Bark Hart Road            Elmcroft Road 
           Mosyer Drive                Stanley Road 
May the love of Jesus abide in your homes and with your families 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU 

We are praying for all those whose birthdays are this month, 

especially: 

 Tim Birse  Sheila Anderson  

and John Rouse who celebrates his 100th birthday 

 May the light of Jesus shine through you on your Birthday  

  

FAITH ONLINE – Telephone 01689 495014 to listen to 

extracts from the Sunday Services by choosing from the six 

options available. 

 

 

 

 

ANY CHURCH MEMBER IN NEED OF HELP please 

contact John Pentlow who will try to co-ordinate help for you. 

  

NOVEMBER MAGAZINE  

Please send your articles to Gill by SUNDAY 25 OCTOBER 

2020 at gillsinclair@outlook.com 

  

URGENT HELP NEEDED – Christine Wheeler has stepped 

down from delivering the magazine to her round which covers 

Cyril Road, Irene Road, and Keswick Road.  If anyone can help 

to deliver the magazine to these addresses, please speak to Gill 

who will give you further details.  Many thanks. 

  

PRUH MEMORIAL SERVICE 

The PRUH Children’s and Babies Memorial Service, which was 

due to be held on  Sunday 11th October (at 4 p.m.) is cancelled 

(due to the COVID pandemic constraints). We will hold those 

who were due to attend in our thoughts and prayers.  We have 

booked a service for Sunday 17th October 2021 at 4 p.m. 

  

mailto:gillsinclair@outlook.com
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WHERE THE WILD THINGS ARE 

 

God gives us what we need, not what we deserve. To those who think they 

earn their way in life, that’s bad news. To those who know better it’s the 

Gospel. 

  

Flashback to Exodus: It has been quite a week on the run. Brothers Moses and 

Aaron felt the same way. No sooner were the children of Israel beyond the 

deadly and imprisoning reach of Pharaoh and his army than another predator 

appeared: the wilderness. What were they to eat? “Moses, have you brought 

us out here to die of hunger”? Living in the wilderness: when that reality 

comes home to us, the first ones we blame are our leaders. Surely any PM 

and his/her government can relate to the spot Moses and Aaron are in. The 

public can as well—then and now, and they often forget their own complicity. 

The people of Israel grumble against Moses and Aaron, but more, against who 

was behind this. It’s not the first time. This is precisely what they had said 

when they realised Pharaoh had changed his mind and was after them, and it 

will not be the last time they grumble. What is it that causes us to so quickly 

forget that God is present in the crisis as well as in the blessing of life, and 

that often God brings blessings out of the crisis? 

 

The people murmur. But notice: God hears! That, after all, is how the exodus 

began; God heard Israel’s cries of oppression as slaves in Egypt, and took the 

initiative. At the burning bush, God had made it clear to Moses that he was 

about to liberate the people and bring them to a land of milk and honey—

that he would be with Moses and the people through thick and thin. But the 

remembrance of such promises seems to evaporate the minute hardship 

appears. Still, God hears even when we address our complaint to everyone 

but God. God not only hears; he acts. But this next mercy is a sword that 

cuts both ways. Not only will it be a means of feeding the people, it will also 

be a means of training them. And that training will involve tests—again and 

again—until they learn what God wants ingrained in their hearts: how to live 

in the wilderness, as well as the land of promise as God’s people, how to 

follow God’s instructions. Will they take only enough for each day, save on 

day six, when they are to take a double portion? Or, will they take more than 

they need, hoard and hedge against there being more tomorrow, regardless 

of its impact on their neighbour? Can they follow God’s instructions? Can 

we? That’s the test.  
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Surviving the wilderness depends upon it. Throughout Exodus and beyond, 

the children of Israel will discover that every time they abandon God’s 

instructions, death and destruction follow. It’s a theme written across page 

after page of scripture. God is zealous for our well being, compassionate and 

merciful, even in our failures. God gives us instruction for life. When followed 

they bring life. But when ignored, all sorts of deadly consequences appear—

consequences that fall on the guilty and innocent alike. God hears, God acts 

and God’s mercies are often double-edged, meeting our need while training 

and testing us for the future. Is that one of the dynamics of this wilderness 

experience; is it testing our obedience, as it tested theirs? Is this current 

financial, epidemiological and ecological crisis a judgment upon how we have 

used the gift of our wealth and the increasing disparity that it has created 

amongst the rich, middle-income and poor people both in this country and 

around the world? Isn’t it a bit too easy to blame this just on a greedy few? 

 

As Aaron passes on to the people God’s instructions, they look east, more 

deeply into the wilderness, and what do they see? They see the cloud of 

God’s glory—God’s presence. Not only does that clarify where the question 

about the instructions for eating this heavenly food have come from, but 

more, it reminds them that they are not in this alone. The One in the 

wilderness with them is none other than the Lord who is at work there on 

their behalf. This is good news about living in the wilderness: it’s where God 

gets our attention. Whether that wilderness is physical, financial, emotional 

or spiritual, God uses the wilderness to get our attention and more fully 

reveal himself to us. The wilderness is God’s place of formation, where God 

not only gets our attention, but teaches us what it means to live in 

dependence on him—morning by morning, day by day. As that happens, God 

makes us more fully his own. God not only meets us in the wilderness, but 

uses it to draw us closer and make us more fully his own. 

 

I was speaking this week with someone who, just last week, celebrated 30 

years of sobriety—well done, thank God. He was recalling that first morning 

when he realised the immensity of his own wilderness, and his absolute 

powerlessness to do anything about it. He said, “I had been using alcohol to 

mask the pain in my life, rather than face it and find God’s grace to work 

through it”. He had left the church altogether, and was not even sure he 

believed in God. The alcohol took its toll on his marriage, on his relationship 

with his child, on his job, on his health, on everything. “All I could do”, he 

said, “was pray, ‘God, if you’re there, don’t let me take that first drink today’.”  
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He said that he remembers little more about that first day, other than that. 

But, God was there and answered his prayer. So too, the second day, and 

the third, until it was a week, then a month, then a year, and now, thirty years 

later, daily, God is still answering his prayer. In his wilderness he discovered 

not only the presence of God, but God’s mercy and faithfulness. 

 

Living in the wilderness: I don’t know if we are on the verge of living 1918, 

1929 or 2008 all over again or not. 2020 is enough to live through on its own 

without reminiscing about past excursions into the wilderness. But I do know 

that this wilderness can be a time of blessing. Perhaps the Gospel project 

might be to discern where you think those blessings may or should emerge. 

The first blessing I see is the reminder that in the wilderness—be it financial, 

physical, emotional or spiritual—what saves us is the one who is present and 

meets us there to give us what we need each day—our daily bread, so that 

morning by morning we are reminded of God’s presence and mercy, faithfully 

with us until the end of the age.  

The Rev’d George M Rogers 

 

 
IT’S CRICKET 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Edward has been playing for Locksbottom Cricket Club for over 10 years 

and is now the Club Secretary.  Last Saturday, he achieved the ultimate 

cricketing accolade of scoring a century and finished on 121 not out! 

Locksbottom CC regularly run 3 cricket teams and are looking to run a junior 

section next summer. If anyone is interested in joining, please let me know. 

Catherine King 
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The TCS Committee would like to thank everybody 

who sponsored the walk on the 18th July.   The 

amount raised was £513 - this amount does not 

include any money sent direct to The Children’s 

Society.   I should also like to thank Sheila who 

accompanied me on the walk and also David House who followed us around 

with  bottles of water.  It was a hot July day and our first stop was Shoreham 

where we had an ice cream!   Our lunch stop was The Visitors Centre in 

Lullingstone Park.  After a lovely afternoon walk we finished at The Five Bells 

Chelsfield for a well-earned drink.  The evening - as always - was spent at 

The Bombay for a curry.   Thank you all again for your support. 

 

Anne Spencer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE SOCIAL & FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE 

NEEDS YOU! 

 
Do you have:  

 Ideas for events and a sense of humour?! 

 A willingness to muck in and help make events  successful? 

 Availability 3 times a year for meetings? 

 

Sounds like you?!    Do volunteer! 

Contact the team on 

smasorpington@gmail.com 

or through the office - (01689 832031) 

 

  

mailto:smasorpington@gmail.com
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ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING 

 

Please note that the postponed APCM will be held 

in the Church Hall in person and virtually by Zoom 

on  

Sunday 11 October 2020 at 11.15 a.m 
 

 
Please consider prayerfully whether you can attend the meeting by either 

route, to support the clergy and those volunteers who commit a great deal 

of time to All Saints’. 

Please also consider prayerfully whether you are called to support the 

ministry of All Saints’.  This can be by putting yourself forward for one of the 

elected roles, or by volunteering your time and talents for one of the large 

number of jobs needed to keep our church functioning. 

We hope that all who consider themselves members of All Saints’ will attend 

the APCM.  However only members on the Church Electoral Roll are entitled 

to vote at the meeting.  We do not envisage any contested elections, so 

anticipate that all votes will be by show of hands, whether in person or by 

Zoom.  All attendees at the meeting, by either method, will be able to ask 

questions and make comments. 

In the Church Hall the current social distancing guidelines will be followed 

(whatever they may be at the time).  This is likely to limit capacity in the Hall 

to around 30 attendees.  Those who wish to attend by Zoom will be sent 

the meeting codes when they register their attendance. 

THE FIRST PART 

The is the statutory business, largely looking back at 2019.  The booklet of 

reports for the APCM was prepared in April as usual.  When you register to 

attend the meeting, Gill Sinclair will email you a copy of this booklet.  As 

2019 is a while ago we will only take questions on the major reports, and the 

contents of the booklet will be taken as read. 
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At the meeting: 

• We will elect the Churchwardens 

• We will receive the Annual Report and Financial Statements. 

• We will receive the revised Electoral Roll. 

• We will appoint two representatives to serve on the Deanery Synod. 

• We will receive nominations and elect members to the PCC. 

• We will receive various reports. 

If you wish to put your name forward to stand for any of the above elections, 

the relevant forms will be on the noticeboard in church.  If however you are 

not attending church at present please contact the PCC Secretary, Gill 

Sinclair, who will be happy to email/post the relevant form to you.   

THE SECOND PART 

We will be looking forward and setting out our vision and hopes for the 

future of All Saints’.  This informal session will be led by the vicar, supported 

by other members of the PCC.  Contributions from everyone will be more 

than welcome.   

It is likely that we will post a summary of the discussion in the second part of 

the meeting on our website and Facebook page.  We will only post the results 

of elections from the first part of the meeting, not any questions or 

discussion. 

We do hope that you will be able to join us, either in person or remotely.  If 

you are able to attend, please contact Gill Sinclair by phone or email and let 

her know whether you hope to attend in person or via Zoom. 

Gill can be contacted on 01689 875702 (gillsinclair@outlook.com). 

  

mailto:gillsinclair@outlook.com
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POETS PAGE 
 

 
 

THE JOYS OF BEING OLD 

 

Will start at the top if that’s alright, 

But really don’t want to give you a fright! 

 

(1) My hair is falling out so fast 

It really is not going to last. 

Coat collar is white, just like snow, 

So this is where the hairs all go. 

 

(2) A visit to the local Optician 

Diagnosis Glaucoma, which means 

dodgy vision. 

I put one drop of lotion in at night, 

Just in left eye to keep things right. 

 

(3) Next in line, perforation of ear, 

It really annoys me, I cannot hear 

what my friends are saying, and all 

the news, 

However, I cannot give my views. 

 

(4) Must think before I have a meal, 

Is this OK for how I feel? 

Hiatus Hernia, upsets my food, 

Capsule helps each day, it’s good. 

(5) Fizzy drinks at night to help 

things moving, 

And yes, it works, things are 

improving, 

Movicol is what I have, 

It helps when going to the Lav. 

 

(6) Last of all, my legs are bad, 

Eczema, itchy, driving me mad. 

Thick strong stockings for Ulcer 

removal, 

Bit of a bind but meets my 

approval. 

 

(7) I could go on, but won’t spoil your day, 

Live life to the full, come what may, 

Before you are old, just like me, 

Then look back on memories - wonderful, you’ll see. 

Anon 
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LITTER VIRUS 

 

A face mask is a helpful thing – 

It traps those nasty germs! 

An extra message I must bring 

In these poetic terms: 

When you’ve finished with your mask 

A bin is simply found 

So drop it in – an easy task! 

Don’t leave it on the ground! 

 

Nigel Beeton 

 

 
A HELPING HAND 

 

(1) There is much we can do just 

to brighten 

This world of all take and no give, 

There’s a great deal that we can 

contribute 

Through the everyday lives that we 

live. 

(2) By supporting one’s elderly 

neighbours 

Or through lending a hand in some 

way 

It’s by taking a bunch of spring flowers 

To someone to brighten their day. 

(3) It’s by sparing a few precious 

hours 

In the service of those most in 

need 

It’s all about setting a standard 

And trying to give others a lead 

(4) It’s the way that we tend to treat 

others 

And help and aid folks in distress 

In the care and assistance we offer 

That will set us apart from the rest. 

(5) The choice that we face is quite simple 

The rewards plain for all men to see 

As you did all of this to my brother 

Then said Jesus, you did it to me. 

Colin Hammacott 
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YOUNG SAINTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the end of July, Young Saints have enjoyed using the St. Nicholas’ 

Garden where the children have had plenty of space for games and craft.  It 

was lovely to see the children taking part in the deferred Easter Egg Hunt – 

the final egg proved a real challenge to find and provided lots of 

entertainment! 

Activities have varied from painting with water and grave rubbing to lawn 

darts and football with Bible stories, colouring, collage, dot-to-dots and 

quizzes.  Numbers have varied as is usual in the summer holidays. 

We have also recorded prayers for streaming during the 9.30 service and it 

was lovely to have 9 different children participating including several who 

have previously been very reluctant to do so. 

We have now moved back into the Hall and the leaders and helpers are 

wearing visors rather than masks which allow the children to see our faces 

and is therefore better for communication. We are currently working on a 

Creation Project which we hope to display in church. 

We were pleased that Phoebe came and spoke to some parents about a 

proposed Children’s Choir and several children/families have shown interest 

in this venture. 

Some of our children’s activities over the last few months is shown opposite. 

 

Catherine King 
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THE STORY BEHIND THE HYMN 

“We Plough the Fields and Scatter” 

Thanksgiving Sunday, like other major Holy Days, is a 

day associated with specific hymns. Certainly one of the 

best known, and most loved is We Plough the Fields and 

Scatter. Thanksgiving Sunday originated as a very specific 

harvest-ingathering celebration. God was thanked for 

the fruits of the earth. Though this is still a part of our 

focus, these days we also thank God for less tangible 

blessings - freedom, health, life, and above all our 

spiritual blessings in Christ. Just over 200 years ago, this 

hymn first appeared in German. 

It was written by Matthais Claudius as part of a harvest thanksgiving festival 

celebration in a German farmhouse. Like many great hymn writers, Matthais 

was a layman. His various jobs included Commissioner of Agriculture, 

newspaper editor, and bank auditor. His Faith faltered seriously under the 

influence of the teaching of his times - a view which held that man was his 

own saviour and master of his own destiny - a view not restricted to 200 

years ago! However, after a very serious and life threatening illness, he 

concluded that he was NOT master of his own destiny, let alone his own 

saviour. He realised that salvation belonged to another party to confer. He 

wrote this hymn when he was about 40 years old. His background in 

agriculture shines through across the years. God the Creator, the Redeemer 

and the Sustainer is praised for His love. Matthais is also clear as to what our 

role is as well – “And what Thou most desirest, our humble thankful hearts.”  

 

All good gifts around us 

Are sent from heaven above;  

Then thank the Lord, O thank the Lord, For all His love 
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES 

 

Sunday Clubs 

 
 

 

Young Saints 
 

    For all children and young people 

9.30 a.m in the hall 
 

Join us as we have fun learning about Jesus, the Bible 

and Church.  We sing, play games, make things, cook 

and pray together. 

 

 

 

     There is a creche for babies and very young children. 
 

 

Contact: Catherine King or Val Pickering 

  Email: youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 
 

 

Youth Group for Secondary School Children 
Join us as we learn and discuss how the Bible is relevant 

to our everyday lives. 
 

Contact: Mandy Turner 

  Email: rr.turner@ntlworld.com  
 

 All groups come into church in time to join the congregation at the altar to 

receive a communion or blessing and join their parents. 

  

mailto:youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com
mailto:rr.turner@ntlworld.com
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CELEBRATION DAYS FOR OCTOBER 

 
 

12th October: Edith Cavell 
Edith Cavell is a good saint for NHS workers this 

year: she cared for the sick despite the danger to 
her own safety.  

Edith was a vicar’s daughter from Swardeston in 
Norfolk, where she was born in 1865.  She 

became a governess, but her heart was for 
nursing, so she went on to train at the London 

Hospital, before nursing in various hospitals such 
as St Pancras and Manchester. 

When Edith was 42, she decided to go abroad, and was appointed matron of a 
large training centre for nurses in Brussels. She was still there seven years later, 
when the First World War broke out and German troops invaded Belgium on 

their way to Paris and the Channel Ports. 

Edith’s nursing school became a Red Cross hospital, and she turned down the 

opportunity to return to the safety of England. Instead, her nurses tended 
wounded soldiers from both German and Allied armies.   

Sadly, in 1915, when the Germans began their occupation of Brussels, they took 
a dim view of Edith’s work. But they would have been even more unhappy had 

they known she was helping to smuggle 200 British soldiers across the border 
into the Netherlands! 

Finally, the Germans arrested Edith in August 1915, and put her into solitary 
confinement. They tricked her into confessing to a charge which carried the 

death penalty. But Edith refused to show either regret at what she had done, or 
any fear or bitterness towards her captors.   

On 11th October 1915, the night before her execution, Edith was visited by the 
Anglican chaplain to Brussels, the Revd Stirling Gahan. Together they said the 

words of Abide with Me, and Edith received her last Holy Communion.   

She told Gahan: “I am thankful to have had these ten weeks of quiet to get ready. 
Now I have had them and have been kindly treated here. I expected my sentence 

and I believe it was just. Standing, as I do, in view of God and eternity, I realise 
that patriotism is not enough. I must have no hatred or bitterness to anyone.”  
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Edith was shot by a firing squad next day, on 12th October 1915. 

After the war her body was exhumed and buried in Norwich Cathedral. Her 
memorial service in Westminster Abbey attracted thousands. A commemorative 

statue of her stands near Trafalgar Square. 

 

13th October: Edward the Confessor 
If you approve of giving money to help cathedrals 

survive, then Edward the Confessor (1003 – 66) is the 
saint for you.  This early King of England was the virtual 

founder of Westminster Abbey.  And never mind 
entrance charges - at one point in his life, Edward was 

giving a full tenth of his income to Westminster Abbey. 

Edward was the son of King Ethelred the Unready and 

his second, Norman wife, Emma.  After various ups and 
downs which included a brief exile in Normandy, 
Edward was made King of England in 1042.   

As King, Edward had a tricky time of it – trying to keep the peace for over 20 
years while various Danish and Norman magnates struggled for power (which 

eventually led to the Norman Conquest). Scholars have argued over how much 
of a success he was as a king. 

As a Christian, there is no doubt:  Edward’s holiness was evident to all.  He made 
himself accessible to his people, he was generous to the poor, and chaste.  He 

was also reputed to have seen visions and even achieved miraculous cures for 
people through prayer.     

Edward did much to help the Church in many ways.  His lasting contribution was 
the original Westminster Abbey - a huge Romanesque church, 300 feet long, with 

a nave of 12 bays.  Westminster Abbey became the place of coronation and burial 
of kings and queens of England.  It was finished and consecrated just before his 

death.  Edward was buried there, and his relics are undisturbed to this day. 

During the Middle Ages, Edward was a very popular saint: along with Edmund of 

East Anglia he was widely considered to be England’s patron saint for a time. 
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES  

  

Throughout the week 

  

 
   All Saints’ Tots 
   A friendly and fun group for babies, toddlers and their parents, 

   grandparents and carers.  

  

We meet every Thursday in term time between 10.00-11.30am. 

  

Come and find us at the back of the Church to have a cuppa and a chat whilst the 

little ones play.  

  

Contact: Cathy Hussey - Tel: 01689 821632  

  

    

   Guiding  
   Meet in the Church Hall 

  

  

Rangers     (14 - 18 years)  Alternate Wednesdays  

Guides     (10 - 15 years)  7.30-9.00pm  

Brownies   (7 - 10 ½ years)  6.00-7.30pm  

  

Contact: Division Commissioner: Debbie Clarke - Tel: 01689 832325 

  

  

 

   Scouting 2nd Orpington Scout Group  
   Meet at 50a Court Road 

  

Explorers (14 - 18 years)  Thursday 

Scouts        (10½ - 14 years)  Wednesday & Friday 

Cubs          (8 - 10½ years)      Monday & Tuesday 

Beavers      (6 - 8 years)  Tuesday & Wednesdayp 

  

Contact: via website   www.2nd.orp.org.uk 

 

  

mailto:-%20cathy-hussey@ntlworld.com
http://www.2nd.orp.org.uk/
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“NEW KIDS ON THE BLOCK” 

We are pleased to welcome a new pre-school which is starting in the 

Church Hall in November after the autumn half term break.   

They are looking to recruit children so if you know of anyone who might be 

interested, please pass on the following information. 
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WE WERE SO GOOD BACK IN THE GOOD OLD DAY'S! 

 

Checking out at the supermarket, the young cashier suggested to the much 

older woman, that she should bring her own grocery bags because plastic 

bags weren't good for the environment.  The woman apologised and 

explained: 

We didn't have this 'green thing' back in my earlier days." 

 

The young cashier responded, "That's our problem today – your generation 

did not care enough to save our environment for future generations.”  

She was right -- our generation didn't have the 'green thing' in its day. 

 

Back then, we returned milk bottles, lemonade bottles and beer bottles to 

the shop. The shop sent them back to the plant to be washed and sterilised 

and refilled, so it could use the same bottles over and over. So they really 

were recycled. 

But we didn't have the "green thing" back in our day. 

 

Grocery shops bagged our groceries in brown paper bags, that we re-used 

for numerous things, most memorable besides household bags for rubbish, 

was the use of brown paper bags as book covers for our schoolbooks. This 

was to ensure that public property (the books provided for our use by the 

school), was not defaced by our scribblings. Then we were able to personalise 

our books on the brown paper bags. 

But too bad we didn't do the "green thing" back then. 

 

We walked up stairs, because we didn't have a lift in every supermarket, shop 

and office building. We walked to the local shop and didn't climb into a 300 

horsepower machine every time we had to go half a mile. 

But she was right. We didn't have the "green thing" in our day. 
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Back then, we washed the baby's Terry Towel nappies because we didn't have 

the throwaway kind. We dried clothes on a line, not in an energy-gobbling 

machine burning up 3 kilowatts – wind and solar power really did dry our 

clothes back in our early days. Kids had hand-me-down clothes from their 

brothers or sisters, not always brand-new clothing. 

But that young lady is right; we didn't have the "green thing"  

back in our day. 

Back then, we had one radio or TV in the house - not a TV in every room 

and the TV had a small screen the size of a big handkerchief (remember 

them?), not a screen the size of Scotland in the kitchen. 

We blended and stirred by hand because we didn't have electric machines to 

do everything for us. 

When we packaged a fragile item to send in the mail, we used wadded up old 

newspapers to cushion it, not Styrofoam or plastic bubble wrap. Back then, 

we didn't fire up an engine and burn petrol just to cut the lawn. We pushed 

the mower that ran on human power. We exercised by working so we didn't 

need to go to a health club to run on treadmills that operate on electricity. 

But she's right; we didn't have the "green thing" back then. 

We drank from a tap or fountain when we were thirsty instead of using a cup 

or a plastic bottle every time we had a drink of water. We refilled writing 

pens with ink instead of buying a new pen, and we replaced the razor blades 

in a razor instead of throwing away the whole razor just because the blade 

got dull. 

But we didn't have the "green thing" back then. 

Back then, people took the bus and kids rode their bikes to school or walked 

instead of turning their Mums into a 24-hour taxi service in the family's 

£25,000 ‘People Carrier’ which cost the same as a whole house did before 

the "green thing."  We had one electrical outlet in a room, not an entire bank 

of sockets to power a dozen appliances, and we didn't need a computerised 

gadget to receive a signal beamed from satellites 23,000 miles out in space in 

order to find the nearest Pub!  

But isn't it sad that the current generation laments how wasteful we old folks 

were just because we didn't have the "green thing" back then? 

Shared with us by Dave House 
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QUIZ NIGHT by ZOOM! 

The Social & Fundraising Committee would 
like to thank everyone who joined in our 

first Zoom Quiz – a lot of fun was had by 
all and we thank Tim for being the Quiz 

Master.  That evening raised £50 which the 
Committee has put towards the purchase of a daylight projector on the PCC’s 

Wish List to be used at the APCM for slide shows, the Youth Services, as well 
as visiting speakers who might like to use it to make a presentation to us.  I am 

sure that we will find many other uses for the projector as time goes by.  So far, 
we have raised £508 towards our £1,000 total so we are over half-way there!  

Let’s keep going and with the £1,000 raised, we can not only purchase the 
projector but a projector table that will make presentations much easier.  (The 

church already has a screen.) 

At a recent meeting, the Committee decided that it would be good to run these 
events on Zoom bi-monthly.  The next date for your diary is:  

Tuesday 3 November 2020  -  7.30 pm 

£5 per entry 

Zoom!! 
Quiz Masters – Kath M & Lesley B 

How can I join in?  Easy! Type this link into your search bar on your browser 
window on your device https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/14203 (or if you receive 

this electronically, just click on the link) and it will take you to the CAF Donate 
page where you can donate £5 (or more if you like!).  Your £5 donation will give 

you one link to join the Zoom quiz.  Of course, by November, we may have 
different Covid-19 restrictions but if we are still allowed to join up in 

households/social bubbles etc, then you can do that and, if there are a lot of you, 
you may wish to donate more than £5 which will allow you to join the quiz on 

more than one device.  There will not be any prizes as you can always look up 
all the answers on the internet but that is only cheating yourselves!  All monies 

raised will be put towards the projector. 

Once you have donated, you will be sent an automatic email with a link included.  

To join the meeting, simply click on the link and follow the instructions.  If you 
have a problem on the night, please call 01689 836392 and we can help you.  

(There was a problem with the link in September but we are double checking 
that it works before 3 November!) 

If you are not sure how to get onto Zoom or what a browser is, please do call 

01689 836392 and we will try and help you through the process.   

Let’s get Quizzing!      Lesley Birse  

https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/14203#_blank
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PARISH REGISTERS 

September 2020 

 

 

 

BAPTISMS:   

23rd August  - Stephanie Alexis Gotz 

20th September  - Harry Tommy Getty 
 

We extend a warm welcome into the Church Family 

 

 

 

MARRIAGES: 

6th September  - David Sargent and Charlotte Frost 
 

Congratulations and best wishes for your future happiness 

 

 

 

 

BURIAL/CREMATIONS: 

Burial – 24th August   - Ruby Taylor (97) 

Burial of Ashes – 25th August - Valerie Marchant (86) 

Burial – 25th August  - Ruth Avril Pooley (92) 

Burial of Ashes – 2nd September - Jean Doreen Jones (95) 

Burial – 12th September  - Patrick Neil Morrissey (82) 
 

    We extend our love and sympathy to their family and friends 

 

 

 

 

OUR PRAYER BOOKLETS 

 

We are still using the ‘Our Prayer’ booklets to pray daily for 

All Saints’.  If you would like to join this, please let Gill or 

Vanessa know. We have further copies available or can send 

you the text by email. 

 

  



28 

 

THE CHANGING SEASON OF HARVEST 

 

Harvest Festival is one of the special times in the church calendar, with some 

of the highest attendances of the year. 

Yet it’s a relatively recent addition to the annual cycle of worship, emerging 

from the Victorian era, when the local church and community would be 

drawn together to celebrate all that God had provided. Traditionally, and 

perhaps especially in rural communities, Harvest is the time when the church 

is richly decorated to celebrate the abundance of God’s creation. 

But in recent years, Harvest Festival services have begun to resonate with 

more contemporary concerns. 

Churches have begun to use Harvest themes to think about the stewardship 

of the earth, challenging everyone to think about environmental concerns. 

Alongside gifts of marrows and potatoes and bread, there are collections of 

tins and packets and household goods to share with foodbanks and homeless 

organisations. 

Church and non-church schools alike, along with other community groups 

and national  charities such as Traidcraft, often produce resources to link 

Harvest time with fundraising and awareness. These resources can be a great 

help to churches as they plan and prepare for their Harvest services. 

It’s a great time to connect with families, especially those who have begun an 

amazing journey of faith at baptism. It’s a time to think about gratitude and 

thanksgiving, and a time to think about compassion and justice as well as 

recognising God’s generous love in creation. 

The Rev’d Sandra Millar 
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ALL SAINTS’ 

CHURCH 

FACEBOOK 

& 

STREAMING 

UPDATE 

 

 

 

Covid-19 has changed our lives in many different ways and one that is relevant 

to the All Saints’ family is the changes we have seen to our weekly services.  

As soon as the total lockdown restrictions were removed, we were one of 

the first churches to welcome people back inside our church building.  We 

then began to stream Morning Prayer (Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays), 

our Wednesday Eucharist and our Sunday Parish Eucharist via Facebook to 

everyone who has access to the internet.  It’s no secret that we had a few 

teething problems with the sound system which, thanks to Duncan Hellicar, 

have now been conquered!  We are very grateful to Jean Reeve for sending 

out the link to the Sunday Eucharist via the email system.  (There is no need 

to sign up to Facebook in order to view the service, simply click on the link 

and say ‘no thanks’ to the question about setting up an account.) 

 

I am delighted that we can bring our worship to the wider community as well 

as those members of All Saints’ who cannot join us in person.  It is always a 

delight to notice people joining us in worship from home and receiving their 

comments.  I am committed to filming the services and enjoy doing it.  

However, I realise that, should the Covid-19 restrictions allow, I may be 

taken away on holiday etc!  This is where we will need some help! 

 

Are you interested in filming the Sunday service using an iPad from the pulpit?  

If it is something that you would like to do but not sure how, don’t worry, I 

have spent the last few months on a steep learning curve and I am very happy 

to show you what is needed!  Please do get in touch with me 

(smasorpington@gmail.com) to help continue with this exciting project.  

(smas – stands for Social Media All Saints!) 

Lesley Birse 

  

mailto:smasorpington@gmail.com
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THANK YOU, DR LUKE! 

 ‘Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, bless the bed that 

I lie on’ - my grandma taught me that one. At least 

it meant I never forgot the names of the writers of 

the four Gospels. This month Luke, the writer of 

the third of them, has his feast day – 18th October.  

He was, we learn from the letters of St Paul, a ‘physician’ - an educated man 

and probably the only one of the writers of the New Testament who was 

not a Jew. In modern terms, he was Turkish. Paul took him as one of his 

missionary team on a long journey around the Middle East, and they clearly 

became close friends. Under house arrest later in his life Paul could write, 

‘only Luke is with me’. 

However, it is his Gospel which has established him as a major figure in the 

history of the Christian Church. Mark’s Gospel may have more drama, 

Matthew’s more prophetic background and John’s a more profound sense of 

the mystery of the divine, but Luke offers us a Jesus who is utterly and 

believably real. This man turned no one away, reserved his harshest words 

for hypocrites and religious grandees, cared for the marginalised, the poor, 

the persecuted, the handicapped and the sinful. His Gospel is full of people 

we can recognise - indeed, in whom we can often recognise ourselves. 

He was also a masterly story-teller. Try, for instance, the story of the Prodigal 

Son (Luke 15:11-32). Read it (this time) not as a sacred text but as a brilliant 

piece of story-telling: subtle repetitions (‘your son, this brother of yours’), 

believable characters, drama and profound emotion. There is the older 

brother, so cynical about his sibling’s alleged reformation, the ‘prodigal’ 

himself, so hesitant about throwing himself on his father’s mercy after the 

folly of his earlier behaviour, and there is the father, of course, abandoning 

the dignity of his role in the family and actually running to welcome his 

wretched son’s return.  

There are more women in Luke’s Gospel than in any of the others, but also 

more poor people, more lepers, more ‘sinners’ and tax-collectors, more 

‘outsiders’ who are shown to be ‘inside’ the love of Christ. This, for many of 

us, is the great Gospel of inclusion and compassion. Here is a Jesus for the 

whole world and for every one of us. Thank you, Dr Luke!  

David Winter 
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AN UPDATE FROM THE CHURCHYARD GROUP 

We have been busy over the last few Thursdays in weeding the two old 

flower beds, removing old dead roses and re-building the Garden Seat. The 

Memorial Garden is now back to an expected standard after lockdown. 

If you have a couple of hours to spare on a Thursday, why not come and join 

us in this worthwhile work.  Everyone welcome. 

Dave House 
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COFFEE BREAK SUDOKU 
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CHILDREN’S CORNER 
 

 
 

“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time 

we will reap a harvest if we do not give up."           Galatians 6:9 

 

“Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever." 

1 Chronicles 16:34 

 

A SPECIAL HARVEST PICTURE TO COLOUR 
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THE LIGHTER SIDE 

 
 

A vampire story for Halloween 

Two nuns, Sister Mary Agnes and Sister Mary Vincent, were travelling 

through Europe in their car, sight-seeing in Transylvania.  As they are stopped 

at a traffic light, out of nowhere, a small vampire jumped onto the bonnet of 

their car and hissed at them through the windshield.   "Quick, quick!" shouted 

Sister Mary Agnes, "What should we do?"  

"Turn the windscreen wipers on.  That will get rid of the abomination," said 

Sister Mary Vincent.  

Sister Mary Agnes switched on the wipers, which knocked the mini-Dracula 

around.  But still he hung on and continued hissing at the nuns.  "What shall 

I do now?" she shouted.  

"Try the windscreen washer.  I filled it with holy water before we left the 

Vatican," replied Sister Mary Vincent.  

Sister Mary Agnes turned on the windscreen washer.  The vampire screamed 

as the holy water burned his skin, but he hung on and continued hissing at 

the nuns.  

"Now what?" shouted Sister Mary Agnes.  

"Well, show him your Cross," urged Sister Mary Vincent.  

"Now you're talking," said Sister Mary Agnes.  She opened the window and 

shouted: “You stupid vampire!  Get off our car!"   

 

 
 

Home 

I just saw a local burglar kicking his own front door in.  I asked him what he 

was doing.   

He replied, “Working from home.” 



35 

 

GROUPS AND SOCIETIES 
 

Choir Practice  Practice takes place on Fridays at 7.30pm (except August) 

 

Bible Reading   BRF Notes are available on request. 

Fellowship  Contact: Maggie Dawson - 01689 823857 

 

Bible Study Group This group is open to all and meet on the 2nd Tuesday of 

each month at 10.30 am at 27 Glendower Crescent. 

  Contact: Julia Jeffery - 01689 821443 

 

Children’s Society Contact: Anne Spencer - 01689 601753 

 

Churchyard Group This group meets on Thursdays at 10.00 am until 12.30pm  

  (weather permitting). 

  Contact: John Pentlow - 01689 815772 

 

Church Mission Society Contact: Richard Newson - 01689 821445 

 

Corporate Communion (Focus and Mothers’ Union): This takes place on the  

  3rd Wednesday of each month at 10:00 am in the Church 

 

Focus  This group is open to all women and meet on the 2nd 

Thursday of each month at 2.00 pm in the hall 

  Contact:  Anne Spencer - 01689 601753 

  

Julian Group  This group is open to all and meet on the 3rd Tuesday of 

each month at 2:00pm  

  Contact: Vanessa Dixon - 01689 851767 

 

Mothers’ Union  PLEASE NOTE there will be no further branch meetings until 

  further notice 

  Contact: Ann Crowe - 01689 826216 

   

Out of Focus  This social group is open to all men and meet approximately  

every two months to chat and arrange outings 

  Contact: David House - 01689 828037 

  

St Michael’s Guild The guild decorate the Church throughout the year including 

weddings and funerals. They can arrange pedestals for 

members of the congregation to celebrate an anniversary, 

birthday or in memory of a loved one. 

  Contact:  Margaret Lovett - 01689 831667 
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Live-In Home Care 
 

We are a family owned and run agency specialising in 

live-in care, with over 30 years experience in the care 

sector.  

  

We offer an alternative to residential care, providing our 

clients with one to one live-in care, enabling them to 

remain in the comfort and security of their own home. 
  

We are based in Tunbridge Wells, Kent and provide live-in 

services to clients in the local areas of Kent and Sussex. 

 

 

  

Tel: 01892 518400  

www.bespokecarecompany.co.uk 
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 Chislehurst Road Garage 

  

* All makes serviced and repaired. 
* MOT and Repair 

* Air-Con Service and Repair 
* Diagnostic and Repair 

* Exhaust and Tyres Fitted 

  

42, Chislehurst Road, Orpington BR6 0DJ 

  

01689 830201 
  

chislehurstroadgarage@gmail.com 
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