
PROGRAMME NOTES
ALL SAINTS’, ORPINGTON

ONLINE FACEBOOK RECITAL
4 AUGUST 2020

Alex  Fishburn is  Director  of  Music  at  All  Saints’  Church  in
Pittville,  Cheltenham, Gloucestershire where he is  responsible
for accompanying and directing the fine SATB choir.  His musical
education began as a chorister in Durham Cathedral where his
interest in the organ was spotted by Master of the Choristers,
James  Lancelot.   Alex  continued  his  education  at  Chetham’s
School of Music and the Royal College of Music.  For this recital,
Alex will be playing a selection of English Romantic organ music,
featuring  works  by  Norman  Cocker,  Charles  V  Stanford  and
William H Harris.  Alex is playing the William Hill & Sons organ at
All Saints, Pittville. He even had the reeds tuned especially for
this recital.

                                                                                                   

 Programme:
Tuba Tune, Norman Cocker (1922)

Interlude from Four Pieces for organ Norman Cocker (1922)
Prelude on St Columba Op 101 No 6 C V Stanford 

Two tunes from 4 Short Pieces, including E flat major prelude (William H Harris)
Flourish for an occasion (William H Harris)

Norman Cocker (1889-1953), a British organist and composer for organ is remembered mainly for
his Tuba Tune (1922).  He was born in Yorkshire and became a chorister at Magdalen College,
Oxford. He was awarded the Organ Scholarship at Merton College, Oxford, but never completed
his degree after being sent down, on his own admission, for not doing enough work.  In 1923, he
was  appointed  assistant  organist  at  Manchester  Cathedral,  which  he  held  until  his  death.   In
addition, he was also organist at the Regal Cinema, Altrincham!

Sir Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924) was born in Dublin, the only son of John James Stanford
and his second wife, Mary, née Henn, who were not only well off but a highly musical family.  After
completing his education at the University of Cambridge and studying music in Leipzig and Berlin,
Charles went on to become an Irish composer, music teacher and conductor. 

Sir  William  Henry  Harris (1883-1973)  was  an  English  organist  and  composer,  affectionately
nicknamed 'Doc H' by his choristers.  Harris was born in Fulham, London and died in Petersfield. He
was a chorister of Holy Trinity, Tulse Hill. At the age of 14, he took up a "flexible" position as
Assistant Organist at St David's Cathedral in Wales, followed at 16 by a scholarship to the Royal
College of  Music  where he was Professor of  Organ and Harmony from 1921 to 1955. He was
sometime  organist  at  St  Augustine's  Church,  Edgbaston.  In  1911  he  took  up  the  position  of
Assistant Organist at Lichfield Cathedral  followed in 1919 by becoming Organist successively at
New College and in 1929 Christ Church, Oxford, moving to St. George's Chapel, Windsor in 1933.
As Organist at Windsor, Harris was at his most productive. He produced music for the Three Choirs
Festival, was a conductor at both the 1937 and 1953 coronations, and had music premiered at the
Proms, all of which led to being awarded his KCVO in 1954. 




