
MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL 
HELD ON Tuesday 9 June 2020 

via Zoom 
The Meeting commenced at 7.30 p.m 

 

PRESENT:  
 

Rev’d George Rogers  
John Pentlow (Churchwarden) – Lay Chair Duncan Hellicar (Churchwarden) 
Tim Birse (Treasurer) Gill Sinclair (Secretary) 
Pam Mercer Abi Hiscock 
Malcolm Dixon Sheila Anderson 
Dave House Catherine King 
Elizabeth Whitbread Vanessa Dixon 
Helen Ogedemgbe Cathy Hussey 

 
PLEASE NOTE:   The meeting was chaired by the acting chairman as our Vicar Designate 
   is yet to be our legal Incumbent following the Institution, Induction and 
   Installation. 
 
 
1. Opening Prayer 

The lay chair welcomed everyone and invited George to open the meeting with a prayer. 
 

2. Apologies for absence 
None.  All members were present. 
 

3. Confirmation of PCC Minutes 
The minutes/comments of the meeting of 24 March 2020 were confirmed as a true 
record.  Gill confirmed that all Minutes which have been confirmed are ready for 
signature once we are able to meet in person.   

 
4. Standing Committee Minutes 

The minutes of the meeting of 3 March 2020 were received and noted.  John wanted 
to have it noted that normally the churchwardens meet with the vicar on a regular 
basis, but during the interregnum both he and Duncan had extended this to the other 
two members of the Standing Committee, Tim and Gill, who had been meeting 
regularly to keep things ticking over.  Thanks were given to Tim and Gill for their help. 
 

5. Matters Arising 
Altar rail – John said that after disinfecting the altar rail this has taken off some of the 
varnish.  He therefore proposes to attend church before opening to re-varnish the rail. 
 
Raymond’s organ – John confirmed that this will be finalised as soon as Phoebe has 
signed her new contract. 
 

6. Mission and Ministry Committee Reports 
 

(a) Children’s Work 
The report was received.  Gill said that special thanks should be extended to 
Catherine who has kept our Young Saints involved during the lockdown period 
via Zoom.  Catherine said that the attendance is good.   

 



(b) Social & Fundraising 
John said that he has now liaised with Kath Misselbrook and the new 
processional cross is in hand at a cost of approximately £700.  It has been 
agreed that a plaque will be put on the choir stalls where the cross is kept 
confirming that it has been donated to the church in memory of Elsie Branch. 

(c) Finance 
The report was received.  Tim said that the Standing Committee and Finance 
Committee had a lengthy meeting and the Minutes are fully comprehensive.  
Tim pointed out the budget at page 13 in the papers and confirmed that 
obviously our income was down (funeral/wedding fees) together with our 
giving, which is obviously to be expected.  We are currently £22,000 under 
budget for the first quarter.  We are making some savings in heating and 
lighting, but we also have other expenditure which is fixed.   We are receiving 
rent from Gillmans Road.  We have reserves and we may find we are in a 
position where we will need to start using it.   
 
Amity Blinds have not yet paid, but they have requested that they be allowed 
to pay their rent on a monthly basis in advance, and the arrears will be collected 
over a protracted period once the shop is open.  He will speak to them again 
to find out when they are opening.   

 
They had now received confirmation from Laura that Little Bees will not be re-
opening.  A long discussion took place as to how we can encourage a new 
rental.  The Diocese (Laura Webster) may be able to help in finding a new 
playgroup or Early Years at the London Borough of Bromley.  Dave House said 
that Sarah who runs the Moorfield Nursery said some time ago that she was 
looking for larger premises and she may be interested.  It was agreed that Dave 
and John would contact her for initial discussion.   
 
Tim reported that with the licensing of George Rogers it was appropriate to 
update bank signatories for current roles.  George should be added to the 
signatory list and Malcolm Dixon removed.  For the Festival Choir most 
payments were made through internet banking but it is necessary to withdraw 
cash for each concert, a function that Paul Reeve fulfils. 
Accordingly IT WAS RESOLVED that: 

The Authorised Signatories in the current mandate for all the PCC’s accounts 
be changed to delete Mr M G Dixon and Mr F D Coulson as authorised 
signatories and to add Rev’d G M Rogers and Mr P G Reeve as authorised 
signatories.  In all other respects the bank mandate is to remain unchanged.  

(d)  Stewardship 
Tim said that obviously the Stewardship Campaign had halted during 
lockdown, but he would suggest that when the church is completely re-opened 
we should do the first stage again, followed by the second and third phases.  
This was agreed.   

(e) Property Management 
There was no report.  John confirmed that during the lockdown we are only 
doing what is needed, and nothing else.  Duncan had been visiting the 
premises to ensure the water etc is all ok.  Dave said that ID Verde have been 
to the churchyard and were starting to cut the grass, and will be returning on 
Monday. 



John said that the Quinquennial Inspection had been postponed during 
lockdown and was waiting to hear from the Diocese as to a new date.  

(f) Festival Choir 
There was no report.  The choir has not met during lockdown but rehearsals 

 will start when it is safe to do so. 

(g) Facebook / Website 
The Facebook report was received.   

(h) Vote of Thanks 
John wished to thank all those involved in outreach during the lockdown.  The 
Sunday services have received many good responses.  Thanks to all involved 
but especially to Phoebe and Duncan for working so hard in putting these 
services together.   
 
Thanks should also be extended to Lesley and those involved in Facebook, 
which are receiving good reviews.  
 
Also, thanks to Vanessa for taking the lead on the Weekly Newsletter and to 
Jean, Paul, Karen and Gill for their work, This has also proved popular.   
 
The church building is closed, but it would seem that All Saints’ is very much 
open. 

 
7. Mission Proposals 

There was no mission proposals presented.   
 

8. Synod Reports 
The Deanery Synod report was received. 
 

9. Overseas Links 
Tim said he had received an email from Helen Hobbs stating that the Michael Project 
is really suffering due to Covid-19.  Tim said that we are in a position to send some 
money to them out of the coffee money (which it had been agreed could be used 
towards helping those in need due to natural disasters).  We currently have about 
£300 in the funds.  He would propose to send £250 out of the coffee money.  This 
was agreed. 
Proposed: Tim Birse 
Seconded: Elizabeth Whitbread 

 
10. Churches Together in Orpington 

The report was received.   
 

11. Julian Group 
The report was received. 
 

12. Food Bank 
The report was received.  Vanessa is waiting for the current newsletter to be sent 
detailing up to date news.  Unfortunately they are very busy at present and therefore 
this has caused a delay.   
 

13. DBS Disclosures / Safeguarding 
The report was received.  Gill said that Mike has confirmed that he has two DBS 
checks to renew and is in the process of carrying these out. 



 
14. Notices 

George wished to raise the church re-opening.  Although the Government has 
suggested that the church can re-open for private prayer only on 15 June, it does not 
need to happen on that date if we are unable to get the church ready in time.   
 
A full discussion took place and it was noted that the church would need a thorough 
deep clean.  Nigel is on standby to carry this out for us whenever we are ready.  As 
Laura is no longer using the hall, and she was responsible for cleaning the church 
hall, we will need to get that cleaned by Nigel also.  He had provisionally quoted £270 
per month to include the hall.  It was agreed that John would contact Nigel and ask 
him to thoroughly deep clean the church, and would not ask him to do the hall until it 
is required later in the year.  Groups are not meeting and it would not seem cost 
effective to clean the hall when it is not being used, but rather wait until everything 
opens and we can then deep clean it when ready. 
 
There are a lot of procedures that need to be given thought and put in place.  It is 
also expected that we will receive a lot of documentation and advice from the Diocese 
in the next few days, which will need to be considered. 
 
It was therefore agreed that we would endeavour to work towards opening the church 
for private prayer commencing on Sunday 21 June in the afternoon, and then 
Tuesday mornings and Sunday afternoons thereafter.   
 

15. Other Urgent Business 
 
 Vicar’s day off – Duncan asked George what day he proposed to have as his 

day off.  George said that he would like Fridays. 

The meeting closed at 8.40 p.m with the Grace.  

 
Date of next meeting – Wednesday 22 July 2020 at 7.30 p.m  
       (Location to be confirmed) 
 
 
 
 
 
DUE TO GOVERNMENT RESTRICTIONS, THESE MINUTES WERE APPROVED BY THE 
PCC AT A VIRTUAL MEETING HELD ON 22 JULY 2020 AND WILL BE SIGNED BY THE 

CHAIRMAN AS SOON AS WE ARE ABLE TO MEET IN PERSON. 
 


