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Good morning and a very warm welcome to this time of worship from All Saints Church 
Orpington. Let us pause for a moment to remember that we are, wherever we are, in the 
presence of the Living God who is Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Collect. 

 
6th Sunday of Easter 

 
“On that day you will know that I am in my Father and you in me and I in you” 
Some words from today’s gospel reading. 
One of my favourite prayers during the Eucharist is a short prayer that the congregation 
don’t normally hear. When the priest is preparing the bread and wine, she or he puts a small 
drop of water into the wine saying; “By the mystery of this water and wine may we come to 
share in the divinity of Christ who humbled himself to share in our humanity” 
May we come to share in the divinity of Christ. That’s quite a bold request. Who are we to 
share in Christ’s divinity? But we can have the courage to pray this because Jesus has 
already promised it to us. 
You will know that I am in my Father and you in me and I in you. 
We begin our Eucharist and much of our worship; In the name of the Father and the Son 
and the Holy Spirit. But this is not just a religious formula that we stick on to the beginning 
of worship but a reminder to us that we worship a God who is relationship, who is 
community, and who invites us to enter into that relationship. 
This icon painted by the Russian artist Rublev depicts the three men/ the angels who visited 
Abraham that we read about in the 18th Chapter of the Book of Genesis. Although it depicts 
that story it is seen as a symbol of the Trinity, of Father, Son and Holy Spirit and is usually 
referred to as the Icon of the Holy Trinity. It is said that on the original icon there was a 
small mirror at the bottom so that the viewer would see her or himself within and 
completing the circle. “I am in my Father and you in me and I in you. 
I find this image and the invitation to enter into the Divine Trinity comforting at this time of 
lockdown when we are separated from those we love, for it reminds me that we are not 
alone, not isolated, but united in Christ.  
At this time when we are missing coming together to worship we are reminded that our 
deepest joy does not lie in our fellowship with one another, though that is a wonderful 
blessing, but it lies in our fellowship with God. 
So, in those days when we feel cut off from our family and friends, when we feel alone and 
afraid, let us pray that we will remember that God dwells with us. God the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit will come and make his home with us. 
 
 
May the God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, 
That great Shepard of the sheep, through the blood of the eternal covenant 
make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well 
pleasing in his sight and the blessing of God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit come 
down upon you and all whom you love and pray for, this day and evermore. Amen. 
 
 


