
Reflection on reading for 19th April 2020 
 
 

I was struck, as I reflected on this passage from John’s gospel (chp20 v19-end) set for the 
Sunday after Easter, by how relevant it is for us living through these strange times of this 
pandemic. It is a very rich passage but let me reflect on just a few verses. 
On that first Sunday evening after Jesus crucifixion the disciples were locked in the house 
because they were afraid. John says that they were afraid of the Jews which I always find an 
odd statement as all those locked in that house were also Jews. But by the time John’s gospel 
was written the Jewish followers of Jesus were being ostracised by the other Jews and so John 
refers to them as “the Jews”. Sadly, this description that grew out of the persecution of the 
Jewish followers of Jesus has led to the persecution of Jews and anti-Semitism over the 
centuries and it was only in the second half of the last century that Christians fully 
acknowledged the Jewish roots of our faith and greater dialogue has taken place between 
Christians and Jews. It is so easy to turn a genuine fear into a hatred of a people who have 
become scapegoats. I was saddened to hear about the racism experienced by the Chinese 
community in London, many of whom were born in this country and have never been to 
China, because Covid 19 began in China.  
Like the first disciples most of us are locked in because of fear, fear of the virus but this 
passage reminds us that the Risen Jesus is also present with us, not necessarily changing the 
situation, but being present with us in it. Jesus says to the disciples “Peace be with you”. The 
Hebrew word Shalom which is the every day greeting in Hebrew really means much more 
than our English word Peace. It’s not just absence of conflict. It is about that deep peace that 
emanates from God and which is aware of the needs of all people. 
The Jewish writer Isaac Arama paraphrasing the commentary on the book of Leviticus wrote 
 
“Peace is a positive thing, the essential means by which men (and women) of differing 
temperaments and opinions can work together for the common good. Pearls of individual 
virtue would be dim in isolation were it not for the string of peace that binds them together 
and so increases their lustre. That is why Peace is the name of God for it is He who gives unity 
to the whole of creation” 
 
There have been and continue to be many wonderful examples of this Shalom in the current 
situation. We have come to realise that apparently unskilled workers are the very people who 
have the skills to keep society going. Politicians with different views are trying to work 
together.  Despite or because of the lockdown we are getting to know our neighbours better 
and perhaps communicating more with our friends. We no longer take people for granted. 
As we remain locked in, either with others or alone, let us pray that we will recognise the 
Risen Jesus who is in this with us and who is able to break through our barriers of fear and 
anxiety, and pray that the Peace of God which is beyond all understanding will string together 
our individual efforts and enable us to work together for the common good. 
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