
UPDATED NOTICE REGARDING RE-OPENING OF THE CHURCH 
 
Since restarting services, we have operated in accordance with Church of England Instructions regarding 
re-opening, and have been within Government guidelines. Thank you for your co-operation in this respect. 
Social distancing is now 1 metre+ but if we are able to do more, so much the better. This is not applicable 
within family groupings, but these groupings, as such, need to keep the required distance from other 
people or groupings. Alternate rows of pews are closed to help achieve spacing. When entering the church 
please sanitize your hands using the gel provided – this is COMPULSORY. The wearing of FACE MASKS is 
no longer voluntary but COMPULSORY. If you do not have a mask for any reason when arriving at church, 
disposable masks are available, and we would ask that you contribute £1 towards church funds for these 
if you need one.  Alternatively, more substantial masks may be available for a donation in due course. 
 

It has been confirmed that we may have hymns played, but they cannot be sung by the congregation. The 
Prayer of Thanksgiving being said from the altar before the administration together with the words “The 
Body and Blood of Christ” said by the celebrant with the congregational response “Amen” will avoid the 
celebrant and the recipient speaking directly at each other. You will be directed when to move by the 
churchwarden(s) in respect of taking the Sacrament, and again, please observe the social distancing 
requirements. The system for taking the Sacrament will be: When released please make your way to the 
Chancel where you will receive the Sacrament standing.  Please note that the celebrant will drop the wafer 
into your hands.  Your hands must not touch.  If this happens both you and the celebrant will be required 
to sanitize your hands immediately.  After receiving the sacrament please return to your seat via the side 
aisle. 
 

We are pleased to inform you that the Sunday 8.00 am service will commence again from Sunday 16th. 
August.  We will use the choir stalls for this purpose, as previously.  The seating is marked with a red 
adhesive patch where you can sit, and please take instructions from the person serving regarding when 
to take communion. 
 

We will use the main entrance for exiting for all services, and we ask that when you exit you keep to the 
social distancing guidelines.  Social grouping is still not allowed within the confines of the church. 
Should you wish to use the electronic way of contributing to church funds, the machine will be available 
at the exit but placed in such a way that you can use it and still conform to the l metre+ distancing 
requirement.  If there is a queue please queue safely. 
 

It has been stressed again by the Church of England that those at extra risk and the “clinically extremely 
vulnerable” will encounter risks if attending public worship, and the decision to do so is theirs alone. 
Government guidance is: “travel to and from the church building – whilst it may be possible to safely seat 
a number of people in the building it may not be safe for them to travel to and from, or enter and exit, 
and so numbers may need to be reduced to allow for this”. We will have to see what happens at All Saints’, 
but limiting numbers may be a factor for safety considerations.  High demand may result in a booking 
system having to be introduced. 
 

Reminders please – It is now COMPULSORY to wear a face mask whilst in church. Using hand sanitizer on 
entering the building is COMPULSORY, on leaving it is optional. 
 

Those people who are aged 70 or older, regardless of medical conditions, are at increased risk of severe 
disease from Covid19.  People falling within this category are advised to stay at home as much as possible. 
Perhaps the Wednesday service would be more suitable which is not normally as well attended. 
 

Please print off your orders of service as required, and the hymns and readings sent on a weekly basis. 

Please remember to take BOTH of these home with you and not place them on the table. This is to avoid 

unnecessary handling aimed to reduce the transmission of any virus. 


