
SAINTS 
ALIVE! 
 
ALL SAINTS’ E-MAGAZINE 

 

 
 

The Magazine of All Saints’ Church, Orpington 

All Saints’ for All People 

 

September 2020 



2 

 

 
 

  



3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

PHILIP MOSETTIG 

HANDYMAN  

NO JOB  TOO SMALL 

FREE QUOTE  

GENERAL HOUSEHOLD 

MAINTENANCE  

PAINTING & DECORATING 

GARDENING  

HONEST AND RELIABLE 

  

TEL 07504519586 

philipmosettig@yahoo.co.uk 
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 PUTTING YOUR CARE FIRST 

As a family run company with over 60 years experience in the Care 
industry, we feel we have the knowledge and expertise to support you 
and your loved ones with all your home care needs from a little extra 

help with the shopping to full time live in care. 
To see how we can help care for you: 

Email us: info@silverbirchhealthcare.co.uk 

Call us: 01689 414689 

  

BROMLEY VALLEY GYMNASTICS CENTRE 
  

Chipperfield Road, St Pauls Cray, Kent.  BR5 2QR 
  

GYM TOTS 
A physical activity with the emphasis on fun!  For children 1 – 4 years. 

45 minute sessions supervised by British Gymnastics qualified coaches. 
Sessions run Monday to Thursday, 1pm and 2pm.  Also Saturday 9am & 10 am 

Under 3’s (once walking), children must be accompanied by parent/carer. 

Over 3’s work only with coaches, parents can watch from the viewing area. 
  

AFTER SCHOOL GYMNASTICS CLASSES 
Boys & Girls recreational gymnastics classes available from 4 pm throughout the week and 

on Saturdays.  1 hour sessions taught by British Gymnastics qualified coaches. 

  
SENIORS CLASS 

A low impact Keep-Fit class for the over 60’s among us. 
No machines, just physical fun with tea and biscuits to finish! 

Why not come and join our friendly class?  
No commitment, £3 a session. 

  

For more Information please call 0208 300 5964. 
Visit our website:  www.bromleyvalley.co.uk 



5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

FULL DRY CLEANING, LAUNDRY AND ALTERATION 

SERVICE 

FREE REMOVAL AND REHANGING SERVICE WITH 

ALL CURTAINS CLEANED 

  

TELEPHONE: 01689 828149 
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ORPINGTON PARISH CHURCH 
  

Top of Church Hill (off High Street). Other entrances and car parks in Bark Hart Rd 

Follow us on Facebook at All Saints’ Orpington. 

  

Vicar:  The Rev’d George M Rogers 

   1a Keswick Road, Orpington, BR6 0EU 

   Tel: 01689 824624 

Website:  www.allsaintsorpington.org.uk 

Lay Ministers:  Pam Mercer  Tel: 01689 821171 
   Abi Hiscock    Tel: 01689 898329   
                 Email: abigail.hiscock@mail2web.com 
Pastoral Assistant:           Sheila Anderson  Tel: 07957 218706 

Churchwardens:  John Pentlow  Tel: 01689 815772  

   Duncan Hellicar  Tel: 01689 871026  

Assistant Wardens: Malcolm Dixon     Tel: 01689 851767 

                                     Gill Sinclair       Tel: 01689 875702 

                                     Denis Reidy    Tel: 01689 607202 

Children and   Mandy Turner    Email: rr.turner@ntlworld.com 

Young People:  Catherine King  Email: youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com  

   Cathy Hussey  Tel:  01689 821632 

Director of Music:      Phoebe Tak Man Chow   Email:  takmanchow@gmail.com 

Parish Administrator  Karen Kelly   Tel: 01689 832031 

Church Office  Monday-Friday: 9.30 to 12.30  Closed on Wednesdays 

   Bark Hart Road, Orpington. BR6 0QD  

   Tel: 01689 832031  Email: allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 

Parochial Church Council 

 Secretary: Gill Sinclair  Tel: 01689 875702 

 Treasurer: Tim Birse   Tel: 01689 836392 

Safeguarding Officer Gill Sinclair   Tel: 01689 875702.  

Planned Giving Recorder: David Laker  Tel: 01689 834820  

Book of Remembrance: Jenni Sargent  Tel: 01689 826547 

Sacristan:  Malcolm & Vanessa Dixon:   Tel: 01689 851767  

Magazine Editor:              Gill Sinclair  Email: gillsinclair@outlook.com 

Business Manager:             Gerald Holmes  Contact via Parish Office 

Print Manager:              Gerald Holmes  01689 829322  

Special Facilities: Loop system for the deaf - set to position T on hearing aids. 

   Ramp into church. Wheelchair. Toilet for the disabled. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

   SUNDAY SERVICES  8.00am Holy Communion  BCP 

    9.30am Parish Eucharist  CW 

   On certain Festivals  6.30pm Choral Evensong  BCP 
   Wednesday    10.00am Eucharist  CW 

   Monday to Friday   9.00am Morning Prayer  CW 

Major Saints’ Days as announced in the diary 



7 

 

NOTICEBOARD 
  

 

 

 

 

ALL SAINTS’ PRAYING FOR ALL STREETS 

This month we are praying for the following streets in the Parish: 

 Bancroft Gardens       Elm Grove 

 Moorfield Road           St Kilda Road 

May the love of Jesus abide in your homes and with your families 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU 

We are praying for all those whose birthdays are this month, 

especially: 

Brian Whitbread  Lesley Birse     Carol Woodman 

     Richard Hussey     Carol Hussey 

May Lammas who will be 97 

May the light of Jesus shine through you on your Birthday 

 

 

 

 

 

ANY CHURCH MEMBER IN NEED OF HELP please 

contact John Pentlow who will try to co-ordinate help for you. 

 

  

URGENT HELP REQUIRED - We are currently looking for 

people to act as vergers at our forthcoming weddings and 

funerals.  This is not an onerous task, but it is very rewarding, 

helping families and friends in church at some of their happiest, 

and saddest times.  If you are interested please contact the office 

who will add you to the list of volunteers.   

  

THE CHURCH IS NOW OPEN FOR PUBLIC WORSHIP: 

Sunday -  Holy Communion at 8.00 a.m and 9.30 a.m 

Mondays to Fridays - Morning Prayer at 9.00 a.m.   

Wednesdays -   Morning Prayer at 9.00 a.m and Holy 

   Communion at 10.00 a.m.  

Please use the main church entrance to enter the building. 

FACE COVERINGS - It is now a legal requirement to wear a face 

covering in places of worship.    Please bring one with you. 
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“MOURNING IS BROKEN” 

 

In Isaiah 61.1–3, the prophet reports his mission: anointed with the spirit of 

God, he is to preach the good news, proclaim liberty and announce the “year 

of the Lord’s favour”. This is similar to the servant songs of Second Isaiah and 

has sometimes been included amongst them. The speaker here seems to be 

the prophet himself, telling about his own commission. He has been sent, he 

says, to bring good news, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty, 

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour, to comfort all who mourn, to 

provide for those who mourn and to give them a garland—God will 

do everything to comfort and liberate the people who have been distressed in 

exile. 

 

The “year of the Lord’s favour” refers to the Jubilee Year (Leviticus 25.8-

17)—the fiftieth year, when all land was restored to the original owners and 

all slaves were set free. A trumpet was blown and throughout the whole land, 

the liberty of Hebrew slaves, the cancelling of debts, and the restoration of 

possession to their original owners was proclaimed. No doubt this was a 

favourable year of the Lord. All will be made new, says the prophet; all will 

be restored. The status quo is overturned; the poor and the oppressed are 

given a new beginning. This text becomes the basis for Jesus’ inaugural 

sermon in the temple in Luke 4.16-21. Jesus understands his own ministry to 

be the continuation and fulfilment of the work announced and begun here in 

Isaiah. Jesus was anointed to ‘proclaim the favourable year of the 

Lord”. Leviticus 25.8-17 provides the Old Testament precedent for what 

Jesus would do. It was the time when it would be acceptable to God to 

proclaim such a message of deliverance. The gospel assures us that now is 

the time when all may come to God, be delivered from their sins and be 

redeemed. 

When Jesus finished reading Isaiah’s text in the temple, he sat down and the 

congregation fixed its eyes on him to hear his teaching. Jesus begins explaining 

the Scripture by telling them that today when they heard the Scripture read 

it was fulfilled in their presence. Jesus himself will be the location for the 

fulfilment of this prophecy. In the power of the Holy Spirit, Jesus is the one 

who has been anointed to preach and proclaim the good news of God. In the 

chapters ahead, Jesus will travel from town to town and wherever he goes 

he will teach and heal, living out the good news so that people can see the 

salvation that God offers. 
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The good news is that we are still in the “favourable year” of the Lord. Jesus 

is still fulfilling His mission. He has anointed us with the Spirit to bring the 

message of good news to you. The language foreshadows the beatitudes of 

our Lord Jesus Christ: those who mourn and grieve do so under the bondage 

of exile; today it is both spiritual and physical, but there is a coming day when 

all manner of things will be well. Now, we are helping fulfil the mission of 

Christ. The good news is for us now—on this side of the grave so that we 

can grow in the knowledge and love of God that will stretch into eternity. 

The gospel is being preached to the poor, the captives are being set free, the 

blind are seeing, and the downtrodden are set at liberty and those who are 

mourning are comforted. Will we believe and receive the hope in the promise 

of new life that he offers to us and all those who love God? 

Our Lord speaks this same word to each of us today, in whatever situation 

we might find ourselves in; in different degrees of brokenness. He comes to 

bring us healing and restoration, pardon and freedom from the oppression of 

sin, despair, hopelessness and destruction. The Lord will not refuse to pour 

out his grace on all who trust in him and bring them into the fellowship of 

the Holy Trinity. During a lengthy season of lingering sickness, isolation, 

misinformation, unknowing, despair, loss and death, our Lord’s promise of 

new life in him endures and crystallises a vision in us. In Christ, God promises 

to renew in those who mourn the joy of the Gospel and the freedom to live 

each day with trusting faith, fervent love and joyful hope. 

The Rev’d George M Rogers 

 

 

 

 

PARISH REGISTERS 

August 2020 

 

BURIAL/CREMATIONS: 

Burial of Ashes – 25th July       Bessie Rose Hayward (93) 

Burial of Ashes – 6th August    James Howitt (92) 

Burial of Ashes – 8th August    Catherine Rose Self (85) 

Burial of Ashes – 8th August    Sheila Freda Beatrice Lyndon (88) 

Burial – 14th August          Douglas Robert Haynes (80) 

Burial of Ashes – 19th August  Harry Guy 

Burial – 20th August          Gerald Richard Hooper (83) 

 

We extend our love and sympathy to their family and friends  
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GEORGE’S INDUCTION AND INSTALLATION 

 

As you are now probably aware, George is to be inducted in our service at 

9.30 on Sunday 13th September. There will not be a reception afterwards. 

There will be a more celebratory event at a later date, and as soon as it is 

safe to do so. 

Because of the pandemic, the number of places within the church has been 

severely curtailed due to restrictions and social distancing. However, the 

Bishop of Rochester will be leading the service assisted by the Archdeacon 

and the Area Dean. Our local Member of Parliament will be there as will the 

Deputy Mayor of Bromley. 

To enable as many people as possible to attend, there will not be a Eucharist, 

as movement to receive the sacrament would further restrict numbers. 

We need to be able to ascertain the likely number of our church regulars 

that will want to attend the above service. If you would like to be there, 

please email or phone one of the churchwardens as soon as possible with the 

relevant names. 

Please do not feel that you are obliged to come, there will be ample 

opportunity to celebrate George’s institution at a later and safer date. We 

will also be streaming the service, so you will be able to watch the service 

safely at home if you are able. 

John’s email and phone number: j.pentlow@btinternet.com  01689 815772 

 

Duncan’s email and phone number: Duncan@hellicar.co.uk  01689 871026 

 

 

 

 

Please pray for George at this very special time. 

  

mailto:j.pentlow@btinternet.com
mailto:Duncan@hellicar.co.uk
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INTRODUCING PHOEBE, OUR DIRECTOR OF MUSIC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am delighted to be appointed as the Director of Music at All Saints' 

Church.  I have previously worked as the organist at C of E churches and in 

schools in London. 

 

My church music training started when I was attending Harrogate Ladies' 

College in North Yorkshire, where I learned the organ and sang in the chapel 

choir.  Due to my passion in choral music and organ performance, I read 

music at the Royal College of Music and was granted a scholarship to study 

organ building in the Netherlands. 

 

During my service at Saint Fin Barre's Cathedral, Ireland, apart from 

accompanying the choir in cathedral services and training choristers, I also 

taught at several primary schools and trained the school choirs as part of the 

Diocesan Music Scheme. 

 

I am looking forward to introducing more variety of music and an inclusive 

music programme to the church to further enhance the worship and to 

expand the music department.   

 

Phoebe Tak Man Chow 
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FACE COVERINGS 

 

 

As you are no doubt aware, face coverings are now mandatory in church 

buildings. 

Our talented Sewing Bees have been busy producing a variety of very high 

quality cotton face masks. 

Should you forget to bring a face mask with you to church, please feel free 

to choose one from the selection on the table. 

All we ask is that you make a donation to church funds. 

 

 

 

 

A NOTE FROM OUR SOCIAL & 

FUNDRAISING TEAM 

As you will recall we were to have a Cockney Sing-

a-Long back in May.  This had to be cancelled due to 

Covid-19 and Lockdown.  We rearranged it for 

October, but due to the Government restrictions 

not allowing public singing, we are unable to hold this 

event. 

We have therefore reluctantly had to postpone once 

again and will hopefully be arranging it for a date in 

2021.  Please look out for announcements. 
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PSALM 23 - A PSALM FOR THE PANDEMIC 

Canon Paul Hardingham considers a best-loved psalm 

 

 

There are few psalms as personal and real as Psalm 23. It records David’s 

experience of God as his Shepherd going through dark times. In the midst of 

the effects of a global pandemic, this psalm speaks to the fears that can 

overwhelm us. 

 

He Knows Me: ‘The Lord is my shepherd…’  

Just as a good shepherd knows every sheep in his flock, so God know each 

one of us intimately. 

 

He Provides for Me: ‘He makes me lie down in green pastures…’  

Just as the shepherd knows the needs of his sheep, so God will provide what 

we need in our lives and circumstances. 

 

He Guides Me: ‘He guides me along the right paths…’ 

Just as the shepherd leads the sheep to the best pastures, so God provides 

the best for us, as we listen and follow Him. 

 

He Protects Me: ‘Even though I walk through the darkest valley…’  

Just as the sheep have no need to fear danger when following the shepherd, 

so we live knowing God’s presence and protection. 

 

He Comforts Me: ‘your rod and your staff, they comfort me.’  

As the shepherd’s rod defends the sheep, and the staff enables him to control 

the sheep, so God comforts us through His Word and discipline. 

 

The final verses of the psalm (v5-6) offer the security of knowing that our 

lives are in His hands, even through death, as He leads us to the home we’ve 

been looking for all our lives. 

 

Some years ago, a great actor was asked to recite Psalm 23, but asked one 

of the other guests to do the same. His remarkable rendition was followed 

by the other man, an older Christian speaking from the heart. Afterwards the 

actor said: ‘The difference between us is that I know the psalm, but he knows the 

shepherd.’ 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO CHRIS LOVETT 

ON HIS ENGLISH CHANNEL SWIM 

 

On Saturday 8th August, Chris Lovett 

(Margaret and  Mike’s son) successfully 

swam across the English Channel as 

part of a relay team in 15hours 

23minutes! 

The ‘Aspire Taz Devils’ left Dover in 

the early hours at 2am on Saturday 

morning and landed at Cap Gris-Nez 

France at 5.20pm. They swam through 

the night and battled through the 

strong currents of the spring tide, 

swimming nearly 38 miles in the 

process! 

The team of six have so far raised more than £27.5k for Aspire, a charity 

supporting people with spinal injuries. Congratulations to the team from all 

of us. 

If you would like to donate please visit his Just Giving page 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/chrislovett-channelswim 

                  
  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/chrislovett-channelswim
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THE STORY BEHIND THE HYMN 

“In Heavenly Love Abiding” 

Anna L. Waring was 27 when she wrote “In Heavenly Love 
Abiding” in 1850, and she must have felt her life had been 

somewhat bumpy already, if her writing was a snapshot of 
her autobiography. But, she found a therapy. It was her 

writing, one might surmise, that was an extension of her 
meditation upon the blessing of having God. Maybe it was her 

best way to communicate, since she was reportedly shy, the 
owner of a placid personality. Her introspection offers you 

and me the chance to relate to Him personally, even as we sing this song among 

many others. 

Anna Laetitia Waring was something of a prodigy and writer-in-waiting, probably 

from the moment she was conceived in Wales in 1823. Her father Elijah and an 
uncle Samuel were writers, who no doubt influenced Anna from a young age. 
Her sharp mind lent her the ability to grasp Hebrew as a youngster, so that she 

could read daily the Old Testament in its original language. You think maybe she 
picked up something about God consequently, in the same way that the people 

of Israel learned of Him? She had evidently seriously examined her faith, not 
blindly accepting her own family’s Quaker predilection, and as an adult being 

baptized into the Anglican Church of England. She published two works that 
contained dozens of her hymns, Hymns and Meditations in 1850 (in which “In 

Heavenly Love Abiding” appears) and Additional Hymns in 1858. She wasn’t 
content to be a mere intellect and writer, however. She also philanthropically 

engaged in prison ministry. Her hymn texts, particularly for “In Heavenly Love 
Abiding”, show she struggled with unnamed challenges. Nevertheless, she 

reached out to those less fortunate through the Discharged Prisoners' Aid 
Society. Her hymns likewise reached out. 

Waring may have been a shy, at times lonesome figure (she died never having 

been married), yet she knew what to do to combat those traits. Could they have 
been the source of her struggles, the ‘fear’, ‘storm’, ‘darkest clouds’, and missing 

‘green pastures’ of which she wrote? If they were, she’s not alone in history – 
many people have struggled with loneliness, whatever the cause. Indeed, the Lord 

described Himself as ‘meek and lowly’ (Matthew 11:29) – sounds like Anna 
Waring, doesn’t it? Anna drew strength from writing songs. She also examined 

herself, her characteristics, in hymn-writing, as one can sense if you read between 
the lines. ‘Don’t dwell on those dark feelings’ she says with her words, but rest 

in your future. That attitude, too, became a recognisable Anna Waring attribute. 
Now, just where do you suppose that part of her came from? 
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Each day I’ll do my best, 

And I won’t do any less. 

My work will always please me, 

And I won’t accept a mess. 

 

I’ll colour very carefully, 

My writing will be neat. 

And I will not be happy, 

‘Till my papers are complete. 

 

I’ll  always do my homework, 

Try my best on every test. 

I won’t forget my promise, 

To do my very best. 

 

 

We pray for all our young readers  

as they go back to school 

 

 

      My School Promise  
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES 

 

Sunday Clubs 

 
 

 

Young Saints 
 

    For all children and young people 

9.30 a.m in the hall 
 

Join us as we have fun learning about Jesus, the Bible 

and Church.  We sing, play games, make things, cook 

and pray together. 

 

 

 

     There is a creche for babies and very young children. 
 

 

Contact: Catherine King or Val Pickering 

  Email: youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 
 

 

Youth Group for Secondary School Children 
Join us as we learn and discuss how the Bible is relevant 

to our everyday lives. 
 

Contact: Mandy Turner 

  Email: rr.turner@ntlworld.com  
 

 All groups come into church in time to join the congregation at the altar to 

receive a communion or blessing and join their parents. 

mailto:youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com
mailto:rr.turner@ntlworld.com
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CELEBRATION DAYS FOR SEPTEMBER 

 

1st September - St Giles of Provence 

Helping those damaged by life 

St Giles was an immensely popular saint in the Middle Ages, 

and no wonder:  he was the patron saint of cripples.  In those 

days, there were many people who, once injured, were 

never really whole again.  Even today, a serious injury – 

either physical or mental or emotional, can leave us damaged 

for months, years or even longer.   At such times, we, too, find inspiration in 

others who, though also damaged by life, have not been overwhelmed. 

St Giles was probably born in Provence, southern France early in the 7th 

century.  The 10th century Legenda Aurea (Golden Legend) tells us he lived 

as a holy hermit deep in the forest of Nimes, near the mouth of the Rhone.  

A hind, or Red Deer, was his only companion.    Then one day, while out 

hunting, King Wamba spotted the deer, and pursued it.  The hind fled back 

to St Giles for protection.  King Wamba shot an arrow which missed the 

deer but pierced the saint who was protecting it.  Thus the king encountered 

the saint.  The saint’s acceptance of his injury, and his holiness greatly 

impressed the king, who conceived a great admiration for St Giles.    

In the end, much good came out of the original harm of the encounter, for 

the king built St Giles a monastery in his valley, Saint-Gilles-du-Gard.   The 

little monastery was put under the Benedictine rule and became a source of 

blessing for the area roundabout.  In later years, St Giles’ shrine would 

become an important pilgrimage centre on the route for both Compostela 

and the Holy Land, as well as in its own right. 

There is a further story connected with St Giles.  Another legend tells how 

an emperor sought forgiveness from him for a sin so terrible he dared not 

even confess it.   While St Giles said Mass, he saw written for him by an angel 

the nature of the sin in question.  But his prayers for the emperor were so 

efficacious that the letters naming the sin faded away.  As Christians, we know 

that the Bible urges us to pray for others, no matter how hopelessly bad they 

seem, because Christ’s mercy and forgiveness are extended to everyone who 

truly turns to Him and repents. 

St Giles, the crippled saint who helped others find wholeness with God, 

became patron saint of cripples, lepers and nursing mothers.  In England 162 

ancient churches are dedicated to him, as well as at least 24 hospitals.  The   
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most famous of these are St Giles in Edinburgh and St Giles in Cripplegate, 

London.  In art, St Giles is represented as either a simple abbot with staff, or 

protecting the hind, or saying the Mass, and thus interceding for the emperor. 

5th September - Laurence Giustiniani 

The saint who knew how to help a beggar 

You are walking down the road when a beggar approaches 

you for money.  What do you do?   If, instead of giving 

money, you buy him/her coffee or a meal, then you are in 

good company:  you are following in the steps of the first 

ever Bishop of Venice.   

Laurence Giustiniani (1381 – 1455) was born of a noble Venetian family, but 

chose the austerity of the Augustinian monastery of San Giorgio on island of 

Alga.  He became a priest in 1406, Prior in 1407, Bishop of Castello in 1433 

and then in 1451 the first ever Bishop of Venice. 

By then, Laurence had seen a lot of human nature, and was wise as well as 

good.   Frugal in his private life, and happy to help the poor, he made sure 

that he gave wisely as well as generously. Hence the poor who came to him 

for help were given food and clothing - but only very occasionally small 

amounts of money.  Bishop Laurence also devoted himself to peace-making 

and other pastoral work, for which his contemporaries held him in high 

esteem.  As he lay dying on a bed of straw, very many clergy, laity, beggars 

and destitute folk came to grieve:  he was greatly respected and loved.  Wise 

giving and peace-making – Laurence’s example still shine true today.   

21st September - St Matthew 

Matthew was one of 12 apostles.  But he began as a 

publican i.e. a tax-collector of Jewish race who worked 

for the Romans, before he left all at the call of Christ.  

From earliest times, he was regarded as the author of the 

first of the four Gospels.    The Gospel of Matthew is in 

correct, concise style, very suitable for public reading.  

His usual emblem as an evangelist is a man, because his genealogy emphasised 

the family ties of Christ.  In art, he has been represented as either an 

evangelist or as an apostle.  As an evangelist, he has been depicted sitting at 

a desk, writing his gospel with an angel holding the inkwell.  In the Middle 

Ages he was even given a pair of spectacles.  Matthew was martyred by a 

sword or a spear, some think in Ethiopia.   
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES  

  

Throughout the week 

  

 
   All Saints’ Tots 
   A friendly and fun group for babies, toddlers and their parents, 

   grandparents and carers.  

  

We meet every Thursday in term time between 10.00-11.30am. 

  

Come and find us at the back of the Church to have a cuppa and a chat whilst the 

little ones play.  

  

Contact: Cathy Hussey - Tel: 01689 821632  

  

    

   Guiding  
   Meet in the Church Hall 

  

  

Rangers     (14 - 18 years)  Alternate Wednesdays  

Guides     (10 - 15 years)  7.30-9.00pm  

Brownies   (7 - 10 ½ years)  6.00-7.30pm  

  

Contact: Division Commissioner: Debbie Clarke - Tel: 01689 832325 

  

  

 

   Scouting 2nd Orpington Scout Group  
   Meet at 50a Court Road 

  

Explorers (14 - 18 years)  Thursday 

Scouts        (10½ - 14 years)  Wednesday & Friday 

Cubs          (8 - 10½ years)      Monday & Tuesday 

Beavers      (6 - 8 years)  Tuesday & Wednesdayp 

  

Contact: via website   www.2nd.orp.org.uk 

 

  

mailto:-%20cathy-hussey@ntlworld.com
http://www.2nd.orp.org.uk/


21 

 

 

 

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
 

 

 

You will recall that last month we launched Faith Online.  This is a telephone 

service where you can ring a number and from an options list you can have 

access to items from All Saints’ Sunday services at any time during the week. 

 

I am pleased to confirm that this has proved popular, and we have therefore 

extended the service.  Each week you will be able to listen to the following 

options: 

 

1. The Lord’s Prayer 

2. The Gospel Reading 

3. The Psalm 

4. Motet which was sung during communion 

5. A hymn 

6. The Vicar’s sermon 

 

These will be refreshed each week so you have an opportunity to listen to 

the above options from the Sunday service, and we hope in this way you will 

feel part of our Sunday worship. 

 

Also, George’s Institution will be uploaded so you will be able to listen to 

Bishop James’ address together with readings and music from the service. 

 

We hope you enjoy this facility. 

 

           Just call(01689) 495014 
                               and pick your option 

 

 

Please continue to keep safe and well. 

Telephone: 01689 875702 or Email: gillsinclair@outlook.com 
 

 

 

  

Copy for the  magazine by Sunday 20 September 2020  
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CELEBRATING THE 400th ANNIVERSARY OF THE VOYAGE OF 

THE MAYFLOWER 

 

 

 

If we find it difficult to cross the 

Atlantic just now, it was even worse 

400 years this month. On 6th 

September 1620, 102 determined 

Puritans climbed on board the 

Mayflower and set sail from 

Plymouth. They had 30 crew to 

steer them across 3000 miles of 

open, perilous ocean. 

 

Those Puritans, or ‘Pilgrim fathers’, could never have dreamed that their 

journey would become one of the most influential in world history. Their 

courage and purpose for the voyage would help shape the very history and 

culture of the USA. 

 

The Pilgrim fathers themselves were in search of religious freedom and a new 

life. Years before they had rejected the Church of England, due to its Roman 

Catholic past, and in 1608 they had moved to Holland, where they could 

worship freely. But life was very hard there, and so the New World beckoned 

to them.  

 

They had originally intended to use two ships, but the Speedwell sprang a leak 

shortly after sailing, and so they crowded as many as possible into the 

Mayflower. After a long and difficult 10 weeks at sea, they reached America, 

but could not reach their intended destination, Virginia, because of heavy 

seas. They finally landed in Provincetown Harbor, Cape Cod, Massachusetts 

on 11th November.   

 

That presented the next great challenge: the bitter, harsh winter of 

Massachusetts.  Half of the Pilgrims perished that first winter, of hunger and 

cold. Without the help of the local Indigenous peoples to teach them food-

gathering and other survival skills, all of the colony would probably have 

perished.   
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After months of hard work, by the ‘Fall’ of 1621 the tiny colony had its first 

harvest. They celebrated this great achievement with their new Indigenous 

friends. It became Thanksgiving. The Pilgrims had been convinced that God 

wanted them to go to the New World.  They wrote: "We verily believe and 

trust the Lord is with us, and that He will graciously prosper our endeavours 

according to the simplicity of our hearts therein.”  

 

The Mayflower was one of the earliest pilgrim vessels, and so became a 

cultural icon in the history of the United States. This year, until coronavirus 

put a stop to things, many celebrations in the USA, England and the 

Netherlands had been planned. 

 

 

 

 
A CUP OF JOY! 

 

 
One facility that has now reopened after lockdown is the tea shop.  

Oh, how we’ve missed tea shops!” 

 

 

A tea shop is a wondrous place 

Where I for one just love to be! 

A place to rest from life’s harsh pace 

And sit and drink a cup of tea! 

 

Indeed, it’s time to take a rest! 

From all life’s pressures - take a break! 

And just today it might be best 

To have a slice of home-made cake! 

 

Nigel Beeton 
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AN UPDATE FROM SAMANTHA HARE 

Samantha is the lady who created the List of Rectors and Vicars boards at 

the back of the church.   She created and hand drew the lists whilst she was 

a student at Camberwell Art College.  We will be inviting Samantha back to 

update our boards as soon as it is viable.  Below is her update of what she is 

up to at the moment as a Book Conservator currently on an internship with 

the British Library.  

                    
 
As I write this it’s been 134 days and 6 hours since I last stepped foot in the 

British Library (not that I’m counting or anything). I began a year-long 

internship in book conservation last November, arranged by Icon and funded 

by the Clare Hampson Fund. This experience has taken a drastic change over 

the last few months, as we as a nation have gone into lockdown. Instead, 

social distancing, PPE, Zoom Calls and Tiger King have all become part of our 

daily vocabulary. I have been reflecting upon how my internship has changed 

as we all continue in this uncertainty, questioning how the future of heritage 

is going to look over the coming months.  

A bit more about me... 

In 1997, at the age of four I decided I wanted to be a conservator. With my 

parents I visited Brighton pavilion and saw a woman restoring wallpaper, she 

patiently explained what she was doing and I sat and watched her. Since then 

I have wanted to work in heritage, but it wasn’t until my teenage years that I 

found out about book and paper conservation. Last summer I graduated from 

Camberwell College of Arts with an MA in Paper and Book Conservation 

(specialising in books and archives).  
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So conservation is a profession that not many people know about, and as an 

emerging professional it is always something I’m happy to explain. I was once 

asked at an interview how I would explain conservation to someone at a 

party, (remember those?!). I described conservation as the management of 

change, safeguarding collections and preserving items for future generations to view 

and receive knowledge and enjoyment from. Book conservators have an 

understanding of the mechanics of a book and its significance, be it culturally, 

visually, economically etc. They have a growing knowledge of the different 

binding processes, in order to conserve and care for those that are damaged, 

and an awareness of deterioration and how collections are altered by age. At 

a party I’d usually digress and say, I understand and fix old books, which really 

is only the tip of the iceberg. 

My parents, both wonderfully patient and encouraging individuals just about 

have this explanation down when one of their friends asks ‘So what IS 

Samantha doing?’ However, lockdown has really confused my family and 

friends. Because how can I be a conservator if I can’t access the books? 

Back to the present day... 

At the British Library I was working on a variety of flat and bound works, 

including an Islamic manuscript, bound Civil War tracts, a 12th century 

parchment manuscript and a large guard book I am binding from scratch, 

assisted and taught by experienced conservators in the department. 

Currently these books are locked away safely in the Inergen room inside the 

library, whilst I’m at home under lockdown in Forest Hill, South East London, 

with my partner, two housemates and two cats. 

Contrary to confused family faces over Zoom, a conservator at home still 

has a lot to do! When I applied for the internship at The British Library I was 

so excited to learn from so many incredibly talented conservators in the 

department that I would become a small part of. My colleagues and mentors 

have all trained at various times and in different places, resulting in a huge 

practical breadth of knowledge and experience displayed by my team and 

others. From November until lockdown began I received such wonderful 

training at my bench, and my internship was everything I thought it would be 

and more. 

I have always been aware that there’s so much more to conservation than 

the practical work, despite that being my main area of interest. For example, 

the preventive side. Controlling the environment should be the primary and   
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most fundamental care for any object extending to the storage and rehousing 

of volumes. 

Entering lockdown I have seen the British Library shift to digital 

communication, maintaining their duty to provide mental nourishment for its 

online visitors. There have also been connections with the local community, 

such as conservation donating their PPE to frontline workers (usually used 

by us when dealing with chemicals or harmful substances such as mould in 

the quarantine room). 

Upcoming exhibitions are an important consideration, from the organisation, 

storage, and loans; up to the installation of the objects with social distancing 

in place. Post-install, the rules for social distancing have changed how an 

exhibition can be viewed; during lockdown a large consideration has been the 

technical challenges that come with this, e.g. audio aids such as headphones 

and visual aids such as touch screens can no longer be used. As such museums 

and galleries are coming up with innovative alternatives. Through shadowing 

senior members of the conservation team in meetings I have seen just how 

many internal members of staff and departments come together in the 

curation and creation of an exhibition. I have also had a glimpse at the 

external teams involved, such as contractors and transportation companies 

responsible for the safe journey of an object to The British Library, many of 

whom are currently furloughed so unable to take part in strategising. 

A large portion of a conservator’s time at home revolves around continuing 

professional development. This can take many forms, such as webinars, and 

online courses. Digitally I have learnt a wide range of skills and developed an 

understanding in areas such as historical imperfections to paper at the time 

of manufacture, the materiality of early Islamic bindings, pigments used 

around the globe to the possibilities of using x-ray scanners in conservation 

digitisation. 

There has been continuation in my own research and many subgroups within 

the department furthering conservation methodology, as well as an 

opportunity for scientific tests and advancement, with scaled back tests being 

completed from home. I myself took part in a washing experiment, guided by 

textile conservation; I created samples with flaking pigments to test at home. 

One of my housemates was at the time baking banana bread (surely we all 

have by now?) so I used our bathroom. I created a washing bath in a plastic 

storage box, the only flat surface in the tiny bathroom being the toilet lid so 

I had to ask my housemates to alert me if they needed to use the facilities as 

I was ‘doing science’ in there.  
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A large portion of time has also been spent completing and updating risk 

assessments and health and safety procedures, an ongoing process within the 

department. There has also been an overview of workflows regarding 

conservation processes both internal and external to the library. Considering 

the decision making from acquisition, to the curator’s desk, to the 

conservator’s bench, to display in the galleries, to a reader’s request. Like 

most people working from home I have spent the majority of my time at a 

computer, but I have also been developing my practical skills at home, 

maintaining dexterity and my hand skills so that when I can safely return to 

my bench my practical skills don’t feel like a distant memory. 

These are just some of the areas I’ve been focussing whilst in lockdown, 

showing the diverse skills possessed by conservators whose knowledge has 

to cover this wide field. As we’ve adapted to working in the great indoors, 

my tool roll has remained mostly untouched except for the odd brush or 

needle. This has allowed me to evaluate the non-practical tools a conservator 

equips themselves with when they are away from their bench.  

My diary is filling up with plans for the next few months as we take the first 

hesitant step out of lockdown, surrounded in uncertainty for the future of 

heritage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A photograph of my desk.  

Our cat Reno has also become a regular attendee  

of webinars and team meetings. 
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COFFEE BREAK WORDSEARCH 

 
The Church gives thanks for angels in September: the 29th is the feast day 

of Michael and All Angels. Since the days of Genesis, these messengers 

of God have been sent many times to intervene for the good in human 

affairs. Angels guarded the Garden of Eden, they led Lot away from 

Gomorrah, they helped Gideon, they stopped Balaam, they closed the 

mouths of lions for Daniel, and, most important, the archangel Gabriel 

was sent to tell Mary that she would mother the Messiah. Angels sat in the 

empty tomb of Jesus, and told of His Resurrection. Revelation is teaming 

with angels, sent on all sorts of missions by God in the last times. Today, 

many Christians in the world’s hot spots report having had angels help them 

when in mortal danger.  
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CHILDREN’S CORNER 
  

 
 

 

Here is a picture of Jesus healing the little girl.   

Can you find 12 doves hidden in the picture? 

Then colour the picture 

 

 
Read the story of the little girl in Luke 8 verses 40 – 56 
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THE LIGHTER SIDE 

 

WHO IS WHERE? 

A man was very sick. Doctors feared the worst. As he lay at home, he 

suddenly looked up and said weakly:  "Is my wife here?" 

His wife replied, "Yes, dear, I'm here, next to you."   

The man whispered: "Are my children here?" 

"Yes, Daddy, we are all here," said the children. 

"Are my brother and sister also here?" 

And they say, "Yes, we are all here..." 

The man sat up and cried, "Then why in the world is the light on in the 

kitchen?" 

 

LATE 

Being the office supervisor, I had to have a word with a new employee who 

never arrived at work on time.  I explained that her tardiness was 

unacceptable and that other employees had noticed that she was walking in 

late every day.  

After listening to my complaints, she agreed that this was a problem and even 

offered a solution.  "Is there another door I could use?" 

 

ARE POLITICIANS THE OLDEST PROFESSION? 

A surgeon, an architect and a politician were arguing as to whose profession 

was the oldest.   

Said the surgeon: “Eve was made from Adam’s rib, and that surely was a 

surgical operation.” 

“Maybe,” admitted the architect, “but prior to that, order was created out 

of chaos, and that was an architectural job.” 

“But,” the politician pointed out in triumph, “somebody had to have created 

the chaos in the first place!” 

 

SCHOOL 

Mother to young daughter after first day at school:  “Well, dear, what did 

they teach you today?” 

Daughter:  “Not much, so I’ve got to go back again tomorrow.” 
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GROUPS AND SOCIETIES 
 

Choir Practice  Practice takes place on Fridays at 7.30pm (except August) 

 

Bible Reading   BRF Notes are available on request. 

Fellowship  Contact: Maggie Dawson - 01689 823857 

 

Bible Study Group This group is open to all and meet on the 2nd Tuesday of 

each month at 10.30 am at 27 Glendower Crescent. 

  Contact: Julia Jeffery - 01689 821443 

 

Children’s Society Contact: Anne Spencer - 01689 601753 

 

Churchyard Group This group meets on Thursdays at 10.00 am until 12.30pm  

  (weather permitting). 

  Contact: John Pentlow - 01689 815772 

 

Church Mission Society Contact: Richard Newson - 01689 821445 

 

Corporate Communion (Focus and Mothers’ Union): This takes place on the  

  3rd Wednesday of each month at 10:00 am in the Church 

 

Focus  This group is open to all women and meet on the 2nd 

Thursday of each month at 2.00 pm in the hall 

  Contact:  Anne Spencer - 01689 601753 

  

Julian Group  This group is open to all and meet on the 3rd Tuesday of 

each month at 2:00pm  

  Contact: Vanessa Dixon - 01689 851767 

 

Mothers’ Union  PLEASE NOTE there will be no further branch meetings until 

  further notice 

  Contact: Ann Crowe - 01689 826216 

   

Out of Focus  This social group is open to all men and meet approximately  

every two months to chat and arrange outings 

  Contact: David House - 01689 828037 

  

St Michael’s Guild The guild decorate the Church throughout the year including 

weddings and funerals. They can arrange pedestals for 

members of the congregation to celebrate an anniversary, 

birthday or in memory of a loved one. 

  Contact:  Margaret Lovett - 01689 831667 
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Live-In Home Care 
 

We are a family owned and run agency specialising in 

live-in care, with over 30 years experience in the care 

sector.  

  

We offer an alternative to residential care, providing our 

clients with one to one live-in care, enabling them to 

remain in the comfort and security of their own home. 
  

We are based in Tunbridge Wells, Kent and provide live-in 

services to clients in the local areas of Kent and Sussex. 

 

 

  

Tel: 01892 518400  

www.bespokecarecompany.co.uk 
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 Chislehurst Road Garage 

  

* All makes serviced and repaired. 
* MOT and Repair 

* Air-Con Service and Repair 
* Diagnostic and Repair 

* Exhaust and Tyres Fitted 

  

42, Chislehurst Road, Orpington BR6 0DJ 

  

01689 830201 
  

chislehurstroadgarage@gmail.com 
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