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Quality Home Help Service 

Cleaning - Laundry - Ironing- Shopping 

Running Errands - Companionship 

 

Call Lena on : 0203 609 2417 

www.marigoldseniorsupport.com 

http://www.marigoldseniorsupport.com/
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ORPINGTON PARISH CHURCH 
Top of Church Hill (off High Street). Other entrances and car parks in Bark Hart Rd 

Follow us on Facebook at All Saints’ Orpington. 

Vicar:  The Rev’d George M Rogers 

   1a Keswick Road, Orpington, BR6 0EU 

   Tel: 01689 824624 

Website:  www.allsaintsorpington.org.uk 

Faith Online:  01689 495014 – Listen to extracts from our Services 

Lay Ministers:  Pam Mercer  Tel: 01689 821171 

   Abi Hiscock    Tel: 01689 898329 

Pastoral Assistant:           Sheila Anderson  Tel: 07957 218706 

Churchwardens:  Peter Clarke  Tel: 01689 832325 

   Duncan Hellicar  Tel: 01689 871026  

Assistant Wardens: Malcolm Dixon     Tel: 01689 851767 

                                     Gill Sinclair       Tel: 01689 875702 

                                     Denis Reidy    Tel: 01689 607202 

Children and   Mandy Turner    Email: rr.turner@ntlworld.com 

Young People:  Catherine King  Email: youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com  

   Cathy Hussey  Tel:  01689 821632 

Director of Music:      Phoebe Tak Man Chow   Email:  takmanchow@gmail.com 

Parish Administrator  Karen Kelly   Tel: 01689 832031 

Church Office  Monday-Friday: 9.30 to 12.30  Closed on Wednesdays 
   Bark Hart Road, Orpington. BR6 0QD  

   Tel: 01689 832031  Email: allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 

Parochial Church Council 

 Secretary: Gill Sinclair  Tel: 01689 875702 

 Treasurer: Tim Birse   Tel: 01689 836392 

Safeguarding Officer Gill Sinclair   Tel: 01689 875702.  

Planned Giving Recorder: David Laker  Tel: 01689 834820  

Book of Remembrance: Jenni Sargent  Tel: 01689 826547 

Sacristan:  Malcolm & Vanessa Dixon:   Tel: 01689 851767  

Magazine Editor:              Gill Sinclair  Email: gillsinclair@outlook.com 

Caretaker:                         David House  Tel: 07956 101189 

Special Facilities:              Loop system for the deaf - set to position ‘T’ on hearing aids. 

                Ramp into church. Wheelchair access. Toilet for the disabled. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   SUNDAY SERVICES  8.00am Holy Communion  BCP 

    9.30am Parish Eucharist  CW 

   On certain Festivals  6.30pm Choral Evensong  BCP 

   Wednesday    10.00am Eucharist  CW 

   Monday to Friday   9.00am Morning Prayer  CW 

Major Saints’ Days as announced in the diary 

http://www.allsaintsorpington.org.uk/
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NOTICEBOARD 

 ALL SAINTS’ PRAYING FOR ALL STREETS 

This month we are praying for the following streets in the 

Parish: 

Broxbourne Road       High Street        Pepys Rise               

Hougham House   Wichling Close 

May the love of Jesus abide in your homes and with your families 

 

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU 

We are praying for all those whose birthdays are this month, 

especially:  

    Brian Whitbread      Lesley Birse         

    George McCormack Carol Woodman      
    Richard Hussey   Carol Hussey 

May the light of Jesus shine through them on your Birthday 

 

 

FAITH ONLINE – Telephone 01689 495014 to listen to 

extracts from the Sunday and Wednesday Services by 

choosing from the options available. 

 

 

 

FOLLOW OUR SERVICES:  The following link takes 

you directly to the video page of All Saints' Facebook and 

from there you can choose which video to watch. You do 

not need to have a Facebook account – 
https://www.facebook.com/AllSaintsOrpington/videos/?ref=page_internal 
 

 

 

HOME COMMUNION: - If you have been unable to 

attend church services and would like to receive Holy 

Communion, the Vicar and Lay Ministers will be able to 

bring the sacrament to you.  Please telephone the Church 

Office (01689 832031) to request a visit. 

 

 

SAINTS ALIVE! MAGAZINE 

Please send your articles for next month’s magazine to Gill 

by Sunday 19 September 2021 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/AllSaintsOrpington/videos/?ref=page_internal
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IDOLING ALONG 

 

If you grew up in the church, you’ve heard over and over that idols were bad. 
Some churches go so far as not to allow pictures of Jesus for fear that the 

picture would accidentally turn into an idol. For some, false idols are a point 

of fear—to the point of fighting—it seems as if a lot of power was assigned 

to those false idols. They’re wood, metal or nowadays, plastic. They have no 

power and can’t cause problems apart from what we humans cause the 

problem to be. There is a bit of freedom in knowing that objects hold no 

power; God has all the power. Our job is to remember that God is what we 

worship and that those objects can’t hurt us! 

Idolatry distorts, exaggerates and mutilates something true. Idolatry is above 

all a negation of worship. If idolatry in theological terms is a heresy, it’s 

primarily a heresy about humanity. It’s the negation of humanity as a 

worshipping being: the one for whom worship is the essential act, which 

‘posits’ his humanity and fulfils it.” No one is capable of eradicating the 

yearning for God from one’s soul. Therefore, we either learn to come before 

the true God in prayer and solemn feast or we delude ourselves with the 

worship of idols. 

It’s easy to place our identity in something or someone other than God. 

Whether it is our social media following, our position at work, our skill-set 

or the achievements we pursue, many have their identity wrapped up in the 

wrong thing, which is a difficult way to live. If your identity is in your work, 

your skills, your looks or anything else, you will constantly feel like you don’t 

measure up; these things are harsh masters. But when our identity is secured 

in God, we can live in freedom. While we will still fall short, God’s love will 

never fail us and will square up any difference, abundantly. 

The pursuit of money and the acquisition of things is also an idol. Many trust 

their money more than they trust God. But hear me on this. Money isn’t bad, 

it’s a tool. And like any tool, you have to use it correctly; otherwise, it can 

be lethal. Money isn’t the problem. It’s how we use and view it (if we love it) 

that can become a problem. Many have placed their hopes and dreams on 

money.   They trust it to provide for them,  care for them and protect them.  

The problem is, it can’t live up to what we’re trying to get from it. Money 

has become the ultimate thing for many of us. If the motivating factor in our 

life is money and not God, that’s an idol.  



7 

 

We’re obsessed with being entertained and it comes in many forms—from 

Netflix to holidays and video games to podcasts, but it’s not that 

entertainment is bad. When our lives become all about the search for 

entertainment and chase of the best experiences we can find, then it has 

become an idol. It has become more important than God. I would argue that 

entertainment is good and a gift from God but we should worship the giver 

not the gift. 

We’re obsessed with sex in our culture. It’s everywhere. It might be the only 

thing we think about more than money. We’ve taken a gift from God and 

made it into the god of our lives, and for many, their lives are controlled by 

it. To even question the sexual ethic in our society will bring a slew of 

accusations, showing how tied to our idol we actually are. Our sexual 

identity, sexual practices and sex lives are sacred to us. Perhaps the church 

shares some blame. Rather than portraying sex as a good gift from God, in 

recent history, it has heaped guilt upon shame. You could argue this is one 

of the factors that brought the over-exaggeration of sex. But regardless of 

how we got here, for many today, sex is an idol. We value it more than we 

do God.  

There’s an endless list of products promising to simplify and add comfort to 

our lives. We’ve made our lives much easier and more comfortable than at 

any other time in history. Tasks that used to take all day can be done in 

minutes. Many simple tasks are now automated. While that’s a good 

thing, our pursuit in life shouldn’t be comfort alone. Jesus tells a very different 

narrative for his followers. He says that his followers will face trials, 

persecution and difficulty. As a sidebar, comfort in the classical sense of the 

term, as in “comfort and joy” means building up; strengthening. Quite a 

different meaning from today’s. While today’s notion of comfort isn’t bad, it 

can become damaging when it becomes the main pursuit in life. When 

comfort is an idol, we will struggle when God calls us to something difficult. 

Mobile phone addiction is an increasingly worrying trend, especially for Gen 

Z and Millennials, and it’s certainly not confined to them. For many, we simply 

cannot live without our phones (or online presence). The problem isn’t our 

phones or social media or any form of technology. It is the value we place on 

it that makes it a problem. When our lives revolve around how many likes 

we get, what our following looks like, or if we can’t sit in silence for 5 minutes 

without refreshing our newsfeed, we might have an idol in our hands. 

Anything that takes the place of God in our life, anything that becomes more 

important than him, is an idol.  
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This isn’t a list of things to avoid, a weapon we should use to beat ourselves 

down or munitions to shoot at others. This is a list of things that can take 

the place of God in our lives. When a good thing becomes an ultimate thing, 

ultimately it becomes a destructive thing. That’s idolatry. What we should do 

with this list is use it to prayerfully evaluate our lives to make sure nothing 

has become more important to us than God. So how do we know if 

something has become an idol? Here are 4 questions to ask ourselves to help 

us to identify idols in our lives: 

Where Do I Spend My Time? 

Where Do I Spend My Money? 

Where Do I Get My Joy? 

What’s Always On My Mind? 

Let’s really think and pray about those questions. They’ll lead us to what 

either is an idol or what we might be tempted to make into one. Idol worship 

today might look different from how it looked in Biblical times, but it still 

exists and must be avoided. 

The Rev’d George M Rogers 

 

 

 
PARADE SERVICES ARE TO RETURN 

We are pleased to announce that our Parade Services will be recommencing 

on the following dates: 

26 September – this will be Harvest themed.   

12 December – this will include our Toy Service. 

27 March 2022 – a special Mothering Sunday service. 

26 June 2022 – a summer service 

We hope that you will be able to join us for these special services and support 

and welcome our uniformed groups, as well as our Young Saints.    

The services will follow a simple Eucharistic liturgy and will include 

popular/familiar hymns for us all to join in.  There will also be a short 

interactive homily.    
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COCKNEY SING-ALONG WITH 

  TOM CARRADINE 

ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH HALL 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SATURDAY 23 OCTOBER 2021 @ 7.30 pm 

Adults £15 – Children £7 

Ticket price includes a light supper 

 
It’s almost here!  I can’t quite believe that, so far, the Government have not 

talked about locking us down again – and I am hoping that they don’t!  The 

All Saints Social & Fundraising Committee had this great idea back in 2020 

and we have had to postpone, not once, but twice.  Tom is a lovely man and 

agreed to the postponements, giving us the new date of Saturday 23 October 

2021.  I can promise that it will be an evening to remember!   

Tickets are limited, so please do book yours in advance by calling 01689 

872317.  The ticket price (£15 adults/£7 children) includes a light supper.  

There will be drinks available for a small donation. 

It’s time for us all to get-together, let our hair down and ‘Roll out the Barrel’.   

After all, we’ve got the Coronavirus Blues on the Run! 

Looking forward to seeing you at this fun event. 

Lesley Birse 
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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
 

 

What did you get up to this Summer? 
 

Now that Government restrictions are lifting and more and more people are 

venturing outside their front doors, did you make any special plans this 

Summer? 

Did you visit friends, have a well-deserved “staycation” or did you venture 

abroad? 

If so, I would love to hear from you with details and photos that you can 

share with our readers (especially those who continued to stay at home!). 

Please share your adventures in the usual way by contacting me as follows: 

Telephone: 01689 875702  or Email: gillsinclair@outlook.com 

 

 

 

 

Barbara and Terry Rayfield celebrate their Diamond 

Wedding at the beginning of this month. 

Both born in Orpington in the late 1930s they 

attended All Saints from an early age with their parents 

going to the Children’s 10 o’clock Service. 

After being confirmed Terry joined the servers’ rota 

and has continued to serve up to the present day, some 68 years. 

Barbara joined the St. Michael’s Guild just before they got married and again 

has been a member ever since, some 62 years. 

They have 3 Daughters and 5 Grandchildren 3 of whom attended Cambridge 

University. 

Some 12 Vicars have come and gone and many memorable events have 

happened such as walking to Canterbury to raise money for the Church 

extension, the wonderful Bazaars in the old Church Hall at the bottom of 

Church Hill and Flower Festivals. 

Congratulations and best wishes to Terry and Barbara as they celebrate this 

very special day.  

mailto:gillsinclair@outlook.com
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"IN NEED OF OUR PRAYERS" 

When we look through our Pew Sheet,  

how many of those people do we know? 

Until recently, the name Jean Barbour was on that list.  Jean is my sister.  In 

late 1960s her baby daughter was diagnosed with leukaemia, and sadly died 

soon after her first birthday.  Jean and her husband decided they needed to 

get away from London, and took the £10 assisted passage to Australia.  They 

wanted to make a new life for themselves.  They soon overcame the initial 

difficulties, and embraced the Aussie way of life.   

Early last year, our brother died, and I needed to phone Jean to let her 

know.  When Jean answered the phone, she sounded a bit husky, and 

coughed a lot.  She was in Sydney Hospital, having had her right lung removed 

as a tumour was around her bronchial tubes.  She returned home, where she 

was put in the care of a local consultant.  He wanted her to have scans so he 

could decide on medication.  He discovered a tumour on her left lung, and 

told her she probably had two to three years left.  She took the news bravely, 

saying she had had a good life, and this was "bad luck". 

I asked for her name to be put on our church prayer 

list.  But this was not the end of her story.  Her 

consultant said there was a new drug he thought 

might be better for her, so she stopped the old one 

for a few weeks, and had begun to feel a bit 

better.  She put on weight, was coughing less, and 

sounded clearer on the phone.  Further scans 

revealed the tumour had disappeared.   

Sometimes, when a name disappears from the "prayer 

list", it is shown lower down, as he or she has passed 

away - Not my dear Jean.  Just thanksgiving for her 

recovery. 

Marion Cunningham  
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The Last Word         by Jared Barkan 

“Into your hands I commend my spirit.” 

At the end of every conversation 

comes a last word.  Sometimes 

it is spoken; often, it is left unsaid. 

Either way, the Silence, 

the Criterion.  The participants 

in every human exchange -- 

be it verbal or visceral -- 

subject to the scrutiny of Love. 

Love: 

neither the restlessness of desire, 

nor the insistence of domination, 

but the whispered power 

of divine consideration. 

Who, then, gets the last word? 

Whose is the gift 

of unrestricted judgment? 

Who is it, finally: 

that can afford forgiveness; 

that can afford to be 

himself subjected without fear 

to the universal questioning; 

that emerges -- 

having submitted fairly 

to every human contention -- 

without bitterness or violence; 

that wounded, 

is nevertheless unimpressed 

by the so-called just demands 

of material survival, knowing 

that to survive is more 

than merely to continue to exist? 

Who, enfin, deserves the last word 

but he that, dead, 

comes back to life 

with nothing left to lose? 

October 29, 2006  
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Stewardship Sunday 

 
Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also 

(Matthew 6:21) 

 

 
 

12 September 2021 @ 9.30 a.m 

 

 

Come and join us at this special service 
where we can learn how we can  

share our blessings 
 

Guest speaker – Liz Mullins 
Diocesan Stewardship and Funding Adviser 

 
There will be refreshments after the service where 

you will have a chance to speak to the team 
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PARISH REGISTERS 

July & August 2021  

 

 
 

BAPTISMS:  

 

      We extend a warm welcome into the Church Family 

 

 

 

MARRIAGES: 

 

      Congratulations and best wishes for your future happiness 

 

 

 

  BURIAL/CREMATIONS: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      We extend our love and sympathy to their family and friends 

  

11 July Keeva Rosalie Skews 

8 August Rosey Carmel Barrett-Moon 

15 August Polly Eva Sumner 

10 July Graham Cowley to Georgia-Mai Naessens 

Burial of Ashes:  25 June  Keith Ronald Roy Cullern (77) 

Burial of Ashes:  2 July Branka Eddey (67) 

Burial of Ashes:  2 July Mildred Maddison (83) 

Cremation:          2 July Brian James Jeffery (95) 

Burial of Ashes:  3 July “Tony” Arthur James Wright (87) 

Burial of Ashes:  10 July Jeanne Rosa Sumner (67) 

Burial of Ashes:  12 July Mirko Dimcovic (79) 

Cremation:   23 July Patricia Mungeam (89) 

Burial of Ashes:   31 July Cyril Robert Hillman (81) 

Burial of Ashes:   1 August Leonard John Tyrrell (89) 

Burial of Ashes:  1 August Patricia Rose Tyrrell (88) 

Cremation:   3 August John Edward Williams (94) 

Burial: 16 August Eric William Charles George (99) 
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A NOTE FOR YOUR DIARY 

SATURDAY 4 SEPTEMBER 2021 

Formed of the choral and organ scholars of 

the world-renowned Choir of St John’s 

College, Cambridge, the Gentlemen of St 

John’s have enjoyed a busy schedule of 

concerts and recordings for over forty 

years.  The Gents are noted for their 

versatility and range of repertoire, 

performing music spanning over 600 years, 

from the polyphony of the early 

renaissance all the way through to close-

harmony arrangements of modern-day hits. 

The Gents have built up an extensive 

discography.  Like The King’s Singers or the 

Queen’s Six, the Gents perform and record 

many of their own arrangements.   In 

December of 2017, the Gents released their latest CD, White Christmas. 

************* 

ALL SAINTS’ CHOIR SING AT ROCHESTER CATHEDRAL 

 
On Sunday 15 August the choir (augmented by friends from other places) 

sang the services at Rochester Cathedral, 

the cathedral choir being on holiday. 

Eucharist: 

Mass of the quiet hour - Oldroyd 

If ye love me - Tallis 

Evensong: 

Murrill in E 

Oculi omnium - Wood 

  



16 

 

  

 

Live-In Home Care 
 

We are a family owned and run agency specialising in 

live-in care, with over 30 years experience in the care 

sector.  

  

We offer an alternative to residential care, providing our 

clients with one to one live-in care, enabling them to 

remain in the comfort and security of their own home. 
  

We are based in Tunbridge Wells, Kent and provide live-in 

services to clients in the local areas of Kent and Sussex. 

 

 

  

 

Tel: 01892 518400  

www.bespokecarecompany.co.uk 
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PHILIP MOSETTIG 

HANDYMAN  

NO JOB  TOO SMALL 

FREE QUOTE  

GENERAL HOUSEHOLD 

MAINTENANCE  

PAINTING & DECORATING 

GARDENING  

HONEST AND RELIABLE 

  

TEL 07504519586 

philipmosettig@yahoo.co.uk 

P A C E Y’s 
The Garden Shop 

Garden Machinery and Tools 

Sales and Servicing. 

71 Chislehurst Rd, Orpington,  
BR6 0DQ 

FREE collection and delivery 

01689 834208 
Email: info@paceymowers.co.uk 

mailto:info@paceymowers.co.uk
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THANKING GOD FOR OUR BLESSINGS 

 

Our winter barley ripened quickly this year, and soon the combine harvesters 

were rolling here on the Northumberland / Scottish Border. 

As the first trailer load of grain came into the shed, I ran my hands through 

the golden grains, offering a short prayer of thankfulness as I savoured the 

smell of fresh cut barley. It was a good harvest. 

I’ve often reflected on the Old Testament festival of the Firstfruits, where 

the Israelites offered the very first sheaf of the spring harvest to God 

(Leviticus 23:9-14). I think this act required great faith, as they trusted God 

for a fruitful harvest to come, something that was far from certain, given their 

utter dependence on the weather.  

I’m not sure about you, but I’m always up for giving thanks after the event. I’ll 

sing ‘Come ye thankful people come’ and rejoice that “all is safely gathered 

in”, but am I able to trust with anticipation for what is yet to come? 

The festival of the Firstfruits reminded God’s people that everything they had 

came from Him. I am reminded that I must learn (and relearn) to trust in 

God, who has proven His faithfulness to me, over and over again. 

Perhaps right now as a church community or an individual you’re waiting for 

a certain event, standing on the cusp of a new initiative, praying for a certain 

outcome or anticipating a long-held vision becoming reality. Let’s all keep 

trusting that whatever the challenge, however things turn out, irrespective of 

what we anticipate, God is going before us and has secured the Firstfruits of 

an even greater harvest through Jesus, as He rose from the dead.  

Just as the grain offering to God in the Old Testament anticipated a harvest 

to come, Paul reminds us that Jesus’ victory anticipates an even greater bodily 

resurrection and eternal peace (1 Corinthians 15:20-22). 

As we continue our journey with Jesus through the challenges of each day, 

let’s do so with a deepening faith and trust. In the meantime, bring on the 

harvest. 

Alistair Birkett,  

Director of Rural Ministries for Scotland and Northern England  
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES 

 

Sunday Clubs 

 
 

 

Young Saints 
 

    For all children and young people 

9.30 a.m in the hall 
 

Join us as we have fun learning about Jesus, the Bible 

and Church.  We sing, play games, make things, cook 

and pray together. 

 

 

 

     There is a creche for babies and very young children. 
 

 

Contact: Catherine King or Val Pickering 

  Email: youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 
 

 

Youth Group for Secondary School Children 
Join us as we learn and discuss how the Bible is relevant 

to our everyday lives. 
 

Contact: Mandy Turner 

  Email: rr.turner@ntlworld.com  
 

 All groups come into church in time to join the congregation at the altar to 

receive a communion or blessing and join their parents. 

  

mailto:youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com
mailto:rr.turner@ntlworld.com
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CELEBRATION DAYS FOR SEPTEMBER 

 

 

14th September: Holy Cross Day 

On Holy Cross Day the Church celebrates the Cross as 

a symbol of triumph, as the sign of Christ’s victory over 

death. Holy Cross Day goes right back to 14 September 

335, and we have the mother of a Roman Emperor to 

thank for it. 

Helena was a devout Christian, and after her son, 

Constantine, was converted, they agreed that she should 

travel from Rome to Israel, to seek out the places of 

special significance to Christians.    

Of course, much of Jerusalem had been destroyed by the Romans around 

135 AD. But even so, Helena finally located what she believed to be the sites 

of the Crucifixion and of the Burial (and modern archaeologists think she may 

well be correct). The sites were so close together that she built one large 

church over them - the Church of the Holy Sepulchre.   

That church, built in honour of the Cross, was dedicated on 14 September 

335.  

The sign of the Cross has been used by Christians since early times. 

Tertullian, writing his De Corona (3:2) around AD 211, noted that Christians 

seldom did anything significant without making the sign of the Cross.  

What is its significance? Well, people often put their initials or some sort of 

personal mark on something to show that it belongs to them. The Cross is 

the personal mark of our Lord Jesus Christ, and we mark it on ourselves as 

a sign that we belong to him. Even in the book of Revelation, we read that 

the servants of God are ‘sealed’ or ‘marked’ on their foreheads as a sign that 

they are His.  

A preacher once put it this way: if you were explaining to someone how to 

make a cross, you would say: "Draw an I.” That is you, standing before the 

Lord, saying, ‘here I am’.  Then cancel that vertical stroke with a horizontal 

stroke – as if to say: “Lord, I abandon my self-will and make You the centre 

of my life instead. I abandon myself to Your love and service.” 

On Holy Cross Day, we recall Jesus’ wonderful promise: “And when I am 

lifted up, I will draw all men unto me.”  (John 12:32)    
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26th September  

Wilson Carlile, founder of the Church Army 

Wilson Carlile was born in Brixton in 1847, and did not 

set out to become an evangelist. Instead, he was 

brilliant at both languages and music, and excelled as a 

businessman. That is, until an economic recession and 

serious illness brought him crashing down and finished 

his career, aged only 31.   

Not surprisingly, a serious breakdown followed, when Carlile questioned 

everything that he had been attempting in life. This search for a new meaning 

brought him to faith in Jesus Christ, and so turned his world upside down.  

He later wrote: 

I have seen the crucified and risen Lord as truly as if He had made Himself visible 

to me bodily sight. That is for me the conclusive evidence of His existence.  He 

touched my heart and old desires and hope left it. In their place came the new 

thought that I might serve Him and His poor and suffering brethren. 

Wilson approached two Christians whose passion for ministry was already 

well known: the Americans evangelists Moody and Sanky, who were at that 

time in England.  Wilson attended their meetings and supplied music via his 

harmonium. In return, he learned a lot about effective outdoors evangelism.   

Carlile then prepared himself for a life of ministry. He was confirmed into the 

Church of England, studied at the London College of Divinity, ordained in 

1880 and served his curacy at St Mary Abbots in Kensington. But Carlile 

wanted more than comfortable parish life, and soon began outdoor preaching 

again.  He wanted to reach the poor, unchurched, of the community. 

Carlile left Kensington to work in a slum mission, and by 1882 he was busy 

uniting the local Anglican parish missions into one organisation. Here his 

business skills in planning and organising proved invaluable, and soon he had 

founded the ‘Church Army.’  He then founded two training colleges, to train 

both men and women evangelists. After slight hesitation, the Church of 

England agreed to incorporate the Church Army into its structure, and even 

created the office of Evangelist for the Church Army captains and sisters. 

In the years that followed, Church Army has done great work in evangelism, 

as well as in social and moral welfare. It helped support the troops during 

World War 1. Carlile remained honorary chief secretary until retirement in 

1926.  He died in 1942.   
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES  

  

Throughout the week 

  

 
   All Saints’ Tots 
   A friendly and fun group for babies, toddlers and their parents, 

   grandparents and carers.  

  

We meet every Thursday in term time between 10.00-11.30am. 

  

Come and find us at the back of the Church to have a cuppa and a chat whilst the 

little ones play.  

  

Contact: Cathy Hussey - Tel: 01689 821632  

  

    

   Guiding  
   Meet in the Church Hall 

  

  

Rangers     (14 - 18 years)  Alternate Wednesdays  

Guides     (10 - 15 years)  7.30-9.00pm  

Brownies   (7 - 10 ½ years)  6.00-7.30pm  

  

Contact: Division Commissioner: Debbie Clarke - Tel: 01689 832325 

  

  

 

   Scouting 2nd Orpington Scout Group  
   Meet at 50a Court Road 

  

Explorers (14 - 18 years)  Thursday 

Scouts        (10½ - 14 years)  Wednesday & Friday 

Cubs          (8 - 10½ years)      Monday & Tuesday 

Beavers      (6 - 8 years)  Tuesday & Wednesdayp 

  

Contact: via website   www.2nd.orp.org.uk 

 

  

mailto:-%20cathy-hussey@ntlworld.com
http://www.2nd.orp.org.uk/
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THE STORY BEHIND THE HYMN 

“All for Jesus, All for Jesus” 

 

Sparrow Simpson was born in London, the son of the 

Rev William Sparrow Simpson, a minor canon of St 

Paul's and rector of St Vedast, Foster Lane.  He was 

educated at St Paul's School, London and, from 

1878, Trinity College, Cambridge. As an 

undergraduate he was awarded the Chancellor's Gold 

Medal for English verse in a competition judged 

by Robert Browning; he graduated with a first class 

degree in theology in 1882.  In the same year he was 

ordained deacon, and went to Christ Church, Albany 

Street in Marylebone, London as curate.  In the 

following year, in which he was ordained priest, he wrote the first of two 

libretti for choral works by John Stainer. These were the cantata St Mary 

Magdalen (1883) and the oratorio The Crucifixion (1887).  

Sparrow Simpson was vicar of St Mark's, Regent’s Park, 1888–1904, and 

moved to Ilford in 1904 as chaplain to the ancient alms-house foundation, 

the Ilford Hospital Chapel. He retained the post until his death.  He became 

a Doctor of Divinity in 1911 and an honorary canon of Chelmsford in 1919.  

At Ilford, he housed and trained ordinands, known to the congregation as 

"the Doctor's boys". To finance the training he sold the Chancellor's Medal 

he had won at Cambridge.  

The Ilford post was not onerous, and gave him ample time for research and 

writing. He became an authority on the life and doctrines of St Augustine of 

Hippo.  In the view of The Times the most important of his more than fifty 

books was The Resurrection and Modern Thought (1911).  He published several 

hymns, originally part of his libretto for Stainer, "All For Jesus, All For Jesus", 

"Jesus, the Crucified, prays for me", "Cross of Jesus, cross of sorrow", "Holy 

Jesu, by thy passion" and "I adore thee, I adore thee"  He was a strong 

proponent of Anglo-Catholicism and was editor of the High Church English 

Church Review in the years before the First World War.  

Sparrow Simpson died in Ilford at the age of 92.  

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Paul%27s_Cathedral
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Paul%27s_Cathedral
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Vedast_Foster_Lane
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Paul%27s_School,_London
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trinity_College,_Cambridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chancellor%27s_Gold_Medal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chancellor%27s_Gold_Medal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_Browning
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Stainer
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cantata
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oratorio
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Crucifixion_(Stainer)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ilford
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ilford_Hospital_Chapel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diocese_of_Chelmsford
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ordination#Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Augustine_of_Hippo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Augustine_of_Hippo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Times
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All_For_Jesus,_All_For_Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglo-Catholicism
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REMEMBERING JOHN WILLIAMS 

1927 - 2021 

 

Dad at his 90th birthday celebration in Rotorua, New Zealand in March 2017,  

for which all his Kiwi grandchildren returned home.  

From the Eulogy by Stuart Williams 

Hi.  For those of you that don’t know me, I’m Stuart, John’s youngest son. 

We are with you, watching this from the other side of the world and are 

sorry we are not able to be with you in person. 

In writing this eulogy we wanted to take this time to reflect on Dad’s life, his 

character, and who he was to those who knew him.  

John Williams, Dad, was the first of three children born to Cyril and Winifred 

Williams on the 2nd of March 1927 in South Kensington London. 

His mother Winifred was a maid in Newmarket, Cambridgeshire, who eloped 

to London with Cyril, a man  from a well-to-do family.  Cyril’s father had 

been a Cambridge rowing blue and Anglican minister, a fact Dad was always 

proud of.   However, Cyril’s marriage was not favoured by his family, who 

cut off all contact apart from giving him a basic living stipend. 

Winifred supplemented the family income with pay from cleaning jobs, 

including her most prized job as vergeress of the then London high society 

church of Holy Trinity Brompton in Knightsbridge, where she worked  for 

40 years.  Dad would often help Grandma out in the church, and in his youth 

was a chorister there. During the Blitz, Dad was often a fire spotter from the 

church roof.  



25 

 

In 1941, when Dad was 14, his father Cyril died of throat cancer and the 

meagre financial support from his family stopped. Dad was offered a 

scholarship to go to grammar school, but his attendance was not financially 

viable for the family, so as the male "head" of the family, he went out to work 

instead. 

His first job was caring for and parking cars for military officers, and from 

there he became a mechanic's apprentice.   Dad took away lifelong skills from 

the job, and from then on he serviced his own vehicles.   When Dave was in 

his teenage years, he and John built a Volkswagen Beetle from cannibalized 

parts of 2 Beetles on the front driveway over 18 months, much to the chagrin 

of the neighbours.   Dad never believed in paying someone to do a job he 

could do himself, and even at 88 was found attempting to change the brake 

shoes on his car in the driveway outside the house!  

In Dad’s teenage years, in his quest to emulate the original Tarzan, he worked 

out by using springs attached to the back of his bedroom door and developed 

a bodybuilder's physique.   With his broad engaging smile, shock of ginger hair, 

happy outgoing personality, and commitment to his close family, he caught the 

eye of one Jeanette Ethel Sensicle, our mum, whom he called Jenny.  During 

their courtship John decided he didn't want to come to her with grease 

engrained in his fingernails, so he found a different job as a photographer's 

apprentice, learning a new set of skills. 

Dad married Mum at Holy Trinity Brompton in 1949, a loving marriage which 

lasted 65 years until her passing nearly 7 years ago. 

Following a move to Orpington, he announced to Jenny that he wanted to 

start a business as a professional photographer.  They ran the business 

together, particularly at weddings, where mum would note what colours the 

women wore, while Dad took the wedding party photos; then they would 

rush home to their dark room, develop the films and print the black and white 

photos, which Mum would then tint with appropriate colours, then return to 

the reception with proof photos, to take orders. 

In 1954, they had their first child, Ros, followed in 1956 by their first son Dave. 

Two years later, with Mum pregnant with me, and needing a 3 bedroom home, 

they moved to a new council house on the new Ramsden estate.   All three 

of us children shared a bedroom and Dad used the smallest bedroom as a 

darkroom for the photography business. 

Once there, Dad and Mum joined the congregation of All Saints’ Parish 

Church,   in which  they  were very  active  members  and made  many good  
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lifelong friendships.   Dad often sang as one of the kings in the Church’s annual 

nativity plays, and later provided and operated the stage lighting. 

A few years later he decided to give up his photography business and took 

on a job selling professional photographic equipment in an office on Fleet 

Street. From this office, I remember watching with Dad Sir Winston 

Churchill's funeral cortege passing below en route to St Paul's Cathedral.   We 

had a grandstand view, and Dad, with his photographic skills and the 

equipment in a darkroom at the back of his office, was able to take some 

amazing colour photographs of that historic event, when colour printing was 

a rarity. 

Photographic equipment sales was a job that Dad did for the rest of his 

working life.   He was very good at his job and much sought after, which I saw 

first hand when I got casual work helping him as a student.   He always had a 

queue of people wanting to get advice from him. He developed a reputation 

for being very knowledgeable and completely honest, even if it meant telling 

customers that what he sold didn’t fit their needs, and he would advise what 

they really needed, and where to purchase it. 

The job took him all over the country from visiting small solo photographers 

to the Ministry of Defence.   He had a very strong work ethic and would think 

nothing of driving for 5 hours to Edinburgh, spending several hours installing 

complex equipment, then leaving at 6 or 7pm to drive home again so he would 

wake up at home with family on a Saturday morning. 

Dad was a man of service. During our teenage years Dad joined Fearn Berga 

Masonic Lodge, later becoming a Master of the Lodge. In his retirement for a 

period he was the Almoner,  who provides support for members who are 

sick or frail or dying.   In his early retirement years he enjoyed his voluntary 

work as a driver for the local hospice transporting terminal patients to 

appointments and to social gatherings at the hospice. 

Dad spent his life working hard - in his words "saving for a rainy day" - and 

wanted to save to have something to pass on to his children.  Unfortunately 

this meant that he did not spend on his home or, in later years, having holidays, 

which was a shame for both of our parents.   Dad was acutely aware of his 

impoverished upbringing and lack of formal education.  He and Mum were 

always keen that the three of us children would get the educational 

opportunities that he didn't, as they knew that opened doors to a better life. 

The education we received set all three of us on our professional careers.  
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However,  it was the ethical and moral education, and love that we were 

shown by our parents, that I feel moulded us, and allowed us to be successful 

in our lives. 

Dad took great joy from sailing.  He learnt to sail in the Thames Estuary and 

competed in the Isle of Sheppey circuit every year.   He continued sailing until 

the death of his sailing buddy David, and even as he lost his memory, he 

remained interested, getting lost attempting to take his grandson out to show 

him the sailing dinghy.   

Dad was happiest throughout his life when out talking to people and helping 

people wherever he saw a need.   He was a kind, gentle man who very rarely 

showed any anger.   He was affectionate and appreciated hugs and kisses.   He 

was self-effacing in his humour, had a simple outlook on life, and appreciated 

the little things in life, especially chocolate, his love of which lives on in his 

children, grandchildren and great-granddaughters, as does his cheeky smile 

and hopefully his lovable character.   

We love you Dad.   Go rest in peace with Mum. 

 

 

Dad with his children, their spouses and all his grandchildren except the eldest two 

at the family gathering in Poole in September 2017, the only time that we could all 

get together in one place at one time.  
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This is a short notice to say that our warehouse has 

now moved locations!   Our new warehouse 

location is: 

Unit 3, Ashgrove Industrial Estate, Ashgrove Road, 

Bromley, BR1 4JW 

The new opening times will be Monday to Friday from 8am to 3pm. 

PLEASE NOTE: the current items required are: 

Bags for Life (urgent),  cooking sauce,  adult toothbrushes, 

child toothpaste,  child toothbrushes,  conditioner 

We do NOT currently need at this time: 

Pasta, cereals, baked beans and baby milk 

Thank you to everyone for all your support, especially in recent times, we 

are very grateful for our community’s help.  

Vanessa Dixon 
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REMEMBERING DAVID MATTHEWS 

(1941 – 2021) 

Born in Petts Wood and educated at Dulwich College and Cambridge, David 

Matthews taught English at Nottingham High and Manchester Grammar 

School before returning to his roots on his appointment as Deputy 

Headmaster at St Olave’s in 1985. He died on July 8th, at the age of 80.  

Though he and his wife, Jenny, settled in Otford, where he became Church 

Warden, his St Olave’s links brought him into contact with All Saints’ and its 

activities. He made many friends here. In 2003 he took part in the highly 

successful St George’s Day concert in aid of The Children’s Society, which 

paved the way over the two following years for further St George’s Day 

concerts, this time in aid of the Refurbishment Appeal. The Children’s 

Society, not to be forgotten, benefitted again on All Saints’ Day in 2008. 

While the name of David Matthews is to be found in all four programmes, it 

is for his dramatic productions that he will be particularly remembered.  

For the first of these, his love of literature was allowed full rein. “An Evening 

with Mr. Shakespeare” in May 2006, was built around a small selection of 

dramatised excerpts from the plays, some serious, some much less so, read 

and performed by members of All Saints’ and friends, often hilariously 

costumed. Anyone expecting a straightforward play-reading would have been 

sorely disappointed. 

Two years later David chose the Church Hall as the setting for “Under Milk 

Wood”, Dylan Thomas’s story of the eccentric inhabitants of the fictional 

Welsh village of Llareggub. Captain Cat, the old blind sea captain whose 

commentary, as he follows the day-to-day life of the village from his window, 

provides the narrative, watches as Dai Bread, Polly Garter, Rosie Probert, 

the Rev. Eli Jenkins, and so many other unforgettable characters, go about 

their business, not least Mrs. Ogmore-Pritchard with her fixation on 

cleanliness:  

‘Dust the china, feed the canary, sweep the drawing-room floor 

And before you let the sun in, mind he wipes his shoes’ 

In May 2010, with its striking use of an all-female ‘Greek’ chorus, came 

“Murder in the Cathedral”, T.S. Eliot’s verse drama portraying the 1170 

assassination of Archbishop Thomas Becket in Canterbury Cathedral. For 

Alan Mustoe, at that time Vicar (and one of the ‘leading lights’ of all these 

productions),  the delivery of  Becket’s prose sermon  from the Old Church   
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pulpit was to prove more poignant than any of his audience realised: two 

months later his impending departure for Chislehurst was announced. 

For what was to be his last production, in 2012, David moved back from the 

Old Church to the new. “The Hollow Crown”, subtitled “The Fall and Foibles 

of the Kings and Queens of England”, is an entertainment devised by John 

Barton. Ideally suited to a basic production, requiring a simple set-up of 

chairs, table, and piano. With the readers wearing evening dress, as intended, 

the script is a miscellany of fragments by and about monarchs from William I 

to Queen Victoria.  

Though his actors were mainly All Saints’ based, David was happy to recruit 

others from amongst his other friends as need be. Nor was it only actors: 

set designers, carpenters, painters, lighting and sound experts, scene shifters, 

prompters – all had active roles to play. Many, on and off the stage, 

discovered talents of which they had hitherto been unaware. The 

contribution David made to the social life and spirit of All Saints’ was indeed 

considerable.  

David’s funeral, at St Bart’s, Otford, was conducted by his Cambridge 

contemporary, the Venerable John Cox, once a regular attender at All Saints’ 

during his time as Selection Secretary for ACCM. The number of friends 

present at the service, former colleagues and pupils, some from far afield 

even in these challenging times, provided a fitting tribute to someone who 

touched so many lives. 

Des Coulson 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

 

Isaiah 1 : 17 

Learn to do good; seek justice, correct oppression; bring justice to 

the fatherless, plead the widows’ cause 

 

 

Shalom Home: 

Shalom is home to 18 children aged from 6 months to 17 years.  The children 

live in 3 family units each headed by a house mother. 

 

Thanksgiving: 

Despite challenges posed by repeated lockdowns, school closures, online 

learning and in the midst of it all, school fee increases we thank God for: 

➢ Our partners who continue to give generously enabling us to meet 

school fees obligations that amount to 10,000 USD every term. 

➢ Good grades.  Considering that the majority of the Shalom children 

started at new schools this year, we are thankful for their hard work 

throughout the past term that resulted in almost all of them attaining 

passing grades.  Please continue to pray for those with learning 

difficulties.  Online learning is not as effective in their situation as they 

benefit most from face to face instruction. 

 

Prayer Requests: 

Guided by the Psalm 68 v 6 principle that states that “God sets the lonely in 

families”, we are constantly seeking Forever Families for every one of the 

children in our care.  Wherever possible we facilitate reunification of children 

with their biological relatives.  Alternatively, we advocate for and design 

initiatives that support long term foster care and adoption. 
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Over the past two years, 4 children from Shalom have been reunified with 

aunts, uncles, or grandparents.  We provide ongoing support for these 

families through follow up visits, school fees payments and grocery packs. 

 

Please Pray: 

➢ For love, acceptance and security to grow for these children as they 

settle into their families of origin. 

➢ For other children whose families are yet to step up and welcome them 

back home.  Pray specifically for: 

❖ Oscar - who was removed from his mother’s custody due to 

neglect but whose father has been identified.  Reunification 

procedures are in progress. 

❖ The Nyoni siblings - whose father has also been engaged for 

possible reunification. 

❖ The Zuva siblings - whose family tracing is underway. 

❖ Rutendo - whose mother was released from prison a few years 

ago but has not been heard from since.  Pray for information 

that may lead to her whereabouts. 

❖ Bethany - that we may find her mother.  She has no fixed address 

making it difficult to trace her or other relatives for possible 

reunification. 

❖ Grace - originally abandoned by her mother who has since had 

a change of heart.  However, criminal charges related to baby 

dumping have been initiated further complicating her case. 

(Names changed to protect children’s identity) 

➢ For adequate resources to effectively trace, engage and support families 

earmarked for reunification.    

 

Thank you. 

 

The Michael Project Team 
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COFFEE BREAK WORDSEARCH 

Find the highlighted words in the grid 

Holy Cross Day (14th September) is when the Church celebrate the Cross 

as a symbol of triumph, as the sign of Christ’s victory over death.  It 

began back in the fourth century, when Helena, mother of the Christian 

Roman Emperor Constantine, travelled from Rome to Israel to seek 

out places of special significance to Christians.    

Much of Jerusalem had been destroyed by the Romans in 135 AD, but even 

so, Helena located what she believed to be the site of the Crucifixion and 

of the Burial (and modern archaeologists think she may well be correct).  

The sites were so close together that she built one large church over them - 

the Church of the Holy Sepulchre.  And that church, built in honour of 

the Cross, was dedicated on 14th September 335.  

The sign of the Cross has been used by Christians since early times.  

Tertullian, writing about AD 211, noted that Christians seldom did anything 

significant without making the sign of the cross.  
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CHILDREN’S CORNER 

 

 

Bible Story – Matthew 21 verses 28 - 32 
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THE LIGHTER SIDE 

 
Diagnosis 

A man went into a drop-in medical centre where the diagnosis was done by a 
computer. The patient keyed in his symptoms. The machine whirred and buzzed 

for a few seconds and then presented its findings on the screen. It said simply: 
“There’s a lot of it about.” 

Flying bishop 
The new Bishop wanted a bird’s eye view of his new diocese, so he had an idea.  

He rang his local airfield to charter a flight, and was told that a twin-engine plane 
would be waiting for him. Arriving at the airfield, the bishop spotted a plane 

warming up outside a hangar. He jumped in, slammed the door shut, and shouted, 
"Let's go!" 

At once the pilot taxied out, swung the plane into the wind and took off. Once 
in the air, the bishop spent several minutes enjoying the views, and looking for 

local landmarks.  Finally, he instructed the pilot, "Fly down the valley now and 
make low passes so I can take pictures of some of the best of the old parish 
churches." 

"Why?" asked the pilot. 
"Because I'm the new bishop,” he replied happily, adjusting his camera, “and I 

want some good aerial views of my diocese.” 
The pilot was silent for a moment. Finally he stammered, "So, what you're telling 

me, is, you're NOT my flight instructor?" 

Gym? 

Before setting off on a business trip to Birmingham, I called the hotel where I'd 
be staying to see if they had a gym. The hotel receptionist's sigh had a tinge of 

exasperation in it when she answered. 
"We have over 100 guests at this facility," she said. "Does this 'Jim' have a last 

name?" 

From a church report on renovations at a Youth Centre:  

‘The lift and the new windows are installed and the non-alcoholic bar is already 
plastered.’ 

From a church notice sheet:   
PLEASE NOTE: ‘From this Sunday the evening service will begin at 8pm. This will 
continue until October.’  
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GROUPS AND SOCIETIES 

Choir Practice This takes place on Fridays at 7.30pm  
(except August) 

 
Bible Reading Fellowship BRF Notes are available on request. 

Contact: Maggie Dawson - 01689 823857 
 

Children’s Society Contact: Anne Spencer - 01689 601753 
 

Gardening Group This group meets on Thursdays at 10.00 am 
until 12.30pm (weather permitting). 

Contact: Dave House - 01689 828037 
 

Church Mission Society Contact: Richard Newson - 01689 821445 
 

Corporate Communion (Focus and Mothers’ Union): This takes place 

on the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 10:00 
am in the Church 

 
Focus This group is open to all women and meet on 

the second Thursday of each month at 2.00 
pm in the Old Church 

Contact:  Anne Spencer - 01689 601753 
 

Julian Group This group is open to all and meet on the third 
Tuesday of each month at 2:00 pm  

Contact: Vanessa Dixon - 01689 851767 
 

Out of Focus This social group is open to all men and meet 
approximately  every two months to chat and 

arrange outings 
Contact: David House - 01689 828037 
 

St Michael’s Guild The guild decorate the Church throughout 
the year including weddings and funerals. They 

can arrange pedestals for members of the 
congregation to celebrate an anniversary, 

birthday or in memory of a loved one. 
Contact:  Margaret Lovett - 01689 831667 
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