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Quality Home Help Service 

Cleaning - Laundry - Ironing- Shopping 

Running Errands - Companionship 

 

Call Lena on : 0203 609 2417 

www.marigoldseniorsupport.com 

http://www.marigoldseniorsupport.com/
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ORPINGTON PARISH CHURCH 
Top of Church Hill (off High Street). Other entrances and car parks in Bark Hart Rd 

Follow us on Facebook at All Saints’ Orpington. 

Vicar:  The Rev’d George M Rogers 

   1a Keswick Road, Orpington, BR6 0EU 

   Tel: 01689 824624 

Website:  www.allsaintsorpington.org.uk 

Faith Online:  01689 495014 – Listen to extracts from our Services 

Lay Ministers:  Pam Mercer  Tel: 01689 821171 

   Abi Hiscock    Tel: 01689 898329 

Pastoral Assistant:           Sheila Anderson  Tel: 07957 218706 

Churchwardens:  Peter Clarke  Tel: 01689 832325 

   Duncan Hellicar  Tel: 01689 871026  

Assistant Wardens: Malcolm Dixon     Tel: 01689 851767 

                                     Gill Sinclair       Tel: 01689 875702 

                                     Denis Reidy    Tel: 01689 607202 

Children and   Mandy Turner    Email: rr.turner@ntlworld.com 

Young People:  Catherine King  Email: youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com  

   Cathy Hussey  Tel:  01689 821632 

Director of Music:      Phoebe Tak Man Chow   Email:  takmanchow@gmail.com 

Parish Administrator  Karen Kelly   Tel: 01689 832031 

Church Office  Monday-Friday: 9.30 to 12.30  Closed on Wednesdays 
   Bark Hart Road, Orpington. BR6 0QD  

   Tel: 01689 832031  Email: allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 

Parochial Church Council 

 Secretary: Gill Sinclair  Tel: 01689 875702 

 Treasurer: Tim Birse   Tel: 01689 836392 

Safeguarding Officer Gill Sinclair   Tel: 01689 875702.  

Planned Giving Recorder: David Laker  Tel: 01689 834820  

Book of Remembrance: Jenni Sargent  Tel: 01689 826547 

Sacristan:  Malcolm & Vanessa Dixon:   Tel: 01689 851767  

Magazine Editor:              Gill Sinclair  Email: gillsinclair@outlook.com 

Caretaker:                         David House  Tel: 07956 101189 

Special Facilities:              Loop system for the deaf - set to position ‘T’ on hearing aids. 

                Ramp into church. Wheelchair access. Toilet for the disabled. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   SUNDAY SERVICES  8.00am Holy Communion  BCP 

    9.30am Parish Eucharist  CW 

   On certain Festivals  6.30pm Choral Evensong  BCP 

   Wednesday    10.00am Eucharist  CW 

   Monday to Friday   9.00am Morning Prayer  CW 

Major Saints’ Days as announced in the diary 

http://www.allsaintsorpington.org.uk/
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NOTICEBOARD 

 ALL SAINTS’ PRAYING FOR ALL STREETS 

This month we are praying for the following streets in the 

Parish: 

   Cambray Road         Hill End         Perry Hall Close 

Newington House  Lamberhurst Close 

May the love of Jesus abide in your homes and with your 

families 

 

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU 

We are praying for all those whose birthdays are this month, 

especially: 
Alan Hussey Sally Holmes 

Belated birthday wishes to Marion Cunningham  
whose birthday was last month 

May the light of Jesus shine through them on your Birthday 

 

 

FAITH ONLINE – Telephone 01689 495014 to listen to 

extracts from the Sunday and Wednesday Services by 

choosing from the options available. 

 

 

 

FOLLOW OUR SERVICES:  The following link takes 

you directly to the video page of All Saints' Facebook and 

from there you can choose which video to watch. You do 

not need to have a Facebook account – 
https://www.facebook.com/AllSaintsOrpington/videos/?ref=page_internal 
 

 

 

HOME COMMUNION: - If you have been unable to 

attend church services and would like to receive Holy 

Communion, the Vicar and Lay Ministers will be able to 

bring the sacrament to you.  Please telephone the Church 

Office (01689 832031) to request a visit. 

 

 

SAINTS ALIVE! MAGAZINE 

Please send your articles for the next month’s magazine to 

Gill by Sunday 21 November 2021 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/AllSaintsOrpington/videos/?ref=page_internal
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SERVICE WITH A SMILE 

One wonders where James and John have been as Jesus has been making this 

journey from Galilee to Jerusalem. Where were they when he put the small 

child in their midst? Where were they when he welcomed those who were 

powerless and empty handed, and said that unless one received God’s reign 

in such a way they could not enter it? Where were they when Jesus 

challenged the rich man to give up his status of wealth, power, esteem and 

privilege in order to follow him? But here they are, fresh on the heels of all 

of that, asking for special recognition. Did James and John not hear clearly? 

Or did they think themselves excused because they were on the inner circle? 

As Jesus strides ahead of the twelve and his other followers, James and John 

push on to catch up to have a private word with Jesus, asking for a position 

of preeminence in his messianic reign. Jesus tells them they don’t know what 

they are asking, suggesting the hardships he is going to face before coming 

into his glory through the use of the imagery of the cup of suffering and the 

baptism of death. But their thirst for glory is strong, and, they insist, “We are 

able”! One wonders if James and John remembered this pledge as they were 

running into the night to abandon Jesus at his arrest. But the craving for 

power, position and glory drives us to make some extraordinary promises, 

does it not? 

Jesus responds that they will indeed share his cup and his baptism—they will 

know suffering, persecution, even death because of their loyalty to him—but 

to sit at his right or left hand is not his to give. That belongs solely to his 

Father. By now, the other ten have caught up and break in on this 

conversation with an anger that bespeaks jealousy more than anything else. 

They too share a thirst for authority and power, and want their share of the 

privilege that seems so important in this world. Jesus tells them they have a 

choice. They can live in that world, or, they can live in his. They can behave 

like the Gentiles, whose leaders lord it over them, and all too often turn to 

tyrants, or, they can follow his example of sacrifice. Those who wish to 

become great must become servants, those who wish to become first among 

them must become a slave of all. This is about a kind of service defined by 

Jesus’ own—sacrificial—a word fallen on hard times.  

An earlier generation was constantly aware of the sacrifices made by their 

parents that they might have a better life. It has become customary again to 

speak of those who die in war as having made the “ultimate sacrifice”. In 

ancient religious terms sacrifice often meant something offered to the god.  
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In Christian terms, we speak of Jesus’ sacrifice of himself, as the great high 

priest who offered himself to God on behalf of all people, as “a ransom to 

set others free”. Sacrifice at its root, means “to offer to God”. It has to do 

with giving over something of value to God, our time, our resources, our 

lives. The apostle Paul writes “I appeal to you brothers and sisters to present 

your bodies to God as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is 

your spiritual worship”. This is precisely what Jesus is saying to his disciples. 

If they wish to follow him they must abandon the way the world does business 

and take up lives that are sacrificial—offered to God through service that is 

more than a matter of convenience or more than a strategy for 

demonstrating how hard they are trying to be good. 

Do you hear, “I’m just trying to be a good person”? Remember Jesus’ words 

to the rich young man: “Why do you call me good? No one is good but God 

alone”. Jesus doesn’t want us to be simply good people, as though such a 

thing were possible. Jesus wants us to be God’s people! He is calling us to a 

form of service offered to God in gratitude for our redemption—sacrificial 

service. Such service is a rarity. There was a time when people went into 

public service, whether medicine, law, education, public safety, the military, 

diplomacy—even politics—out of gratitude and an attempt to give back. 

More often than not today it has turned into a bigger or better way to get. 

Physicians, teachers and public service personnel go on strike and people 

enter the military for its career opportunities. Service has become something 

offered to us, which is good or bad, depending on how well it meets our 

needs or expectations. Rather like the Gentiles Jesus speaks of, we “lord it 

over” those who serve us. Even the image of the servant leader—a concept 

that was popular in management circles some twenty-five years ago, has 

become simply a management tool in order to achieve institutional goals 

more efficiently, suggesting that giving priority to people over projects, 

addressing people’s needs first, is an effective strategy for co-opting them to 

work more effectively toward organisational goals. In other words, such 

servant leadership is ultimately self-serving. 

Notice that Jesus’ model of servant leadership is different. Understanding his 

purpose, not to be served but to serve and set others free, Jesus does not 

bind himself to what people ask of him. He binds himself to doing what needs 

to be done, using his life as a ransom to authentically set others free. In Jesus’ 

day, a ransom was a payment made to redeem a prisoner of war, a slave or 

even a criminal. Jesus knew that the bondage to sin that held human life 

captive would not be broken by his teaching nor his healing.  
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He came to do more than talk about God or demonstrate the power of 

God’s reign to those who would strive to follow him. He came to ransom 

human life from sin and its power. That is why he strides so determinedly to 

Jerusalem. He is going there to die. But notice that Jesus’ words to us about 

sacrificial service are not about death. They are about living. What Jesus will 

need ever after from those he has ransomed is lives that reflect their 

deliverance. And so he is not calling us to follow him to death—he says 

nothing here about taking up a cross—but rather, calling us to lead ransomed 

lives in this world, lives grateful that they have been delivered from the 

world’s captivity. The sacrificial service to which he calls you and me is 

different than his own. Ours is to point to him in ways that model his service. 

Ours is to live out a life of service, not as a means of co-opting people to 

achieve our own ends or demonstrating to others how good we can be, but 

simply as what we offer to God out of gratitude for the gift of lives redeemed 

and set free by Jesus’ life, death and resurrection. 

Jesus calls us to be a people of sacrificial service—using our time, our talent 

and our treasure to witness to our redemption. He wants us to be a 

community in which those who have been ransomed by Jesus’ death not only 

know it, but live that way. He calls us to give up trying to be good in order 

to live in ways that reveal we have been ransomed and now belong to God. 

The Rev’d George M Rogers 

 

 

 

PARISH REGISTERS 

OCTOBER 2021 

 

  BURIAL/CREMATIONS: 

 

 

SERVICES OF THANKSGIVING:  

 

      We extend our love and sympathy to their family and friends  

Cremation 28 September George Herbert Turner (95) 

Cremation 6 October  Gherita Waterhouse (78) 

Burial of Ashes 20 October Marjorie Wood (91) 

22 September Noel Ward (85) 

8 October Evelyn Rose Dobson (11 days) 

16 October Marilyn Stevens (82) 
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STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 

Hard copies of the literature have already been distributed 

but has also been sent to everyone on our email 

distribution list to ensure it reaches the entire All Saints’ 

community.  An essential feature of this campaign is that 

everyone responds - even if that response says that you are unable to change 

your pattern of giving to All Saints’. 

The discipline of Biblical stewardship calls us to offer our time, talent and 

treasure first and foremost to God’s glory in thanks for what he has done 

through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  One of the most 

dynamic expressions of faith is when we use our time, talent and treasure in 

service to the gospel. 

We therefore ask that you prayerfully consider your response. 

The Stewardship Team 

 

 

 
ADVENT BOOK STUDY 

 

Beloved spiritual writer Evelyn Underhill believed that 

God does not just come to us at special times, but 

is always coming to us. But how do we recognise his 

coming and make ourselves open to it? 

 

In Music of Eternity, the Archbishop of York’s Advent 

Book 2021, Robyn Wrigley-Carr shares a series of 

meditations exploring the nature of God’s comings. 

Skilfully weaving together Underhill’s writings with the 

psalms and short prayers, she shows how, as 

Christians, we can embrace God’s coming and be 

transformed by them in order to better love others. 

Full of rich warmth and encouragement, these Christian meditations will help 

us make the most of the Advent season and more able to connect with God 

at all times. The book is available in all shops as well as on Kindle. 

The group will meet on these dates and times: Thursdays 2nd, 9th & 16th 

December at 7.30 p.m, in person or on zoom (yet to be confirmed). 

Rev’d George Rogers  
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FESTIVAL CHOIR CONCERT 

 

  
 

On Saturday, 20th November at 7:30 pm, All Saints’ Festival Choir will give 

its first concert after a two year break due to Covid.  The choir had its first 

rehearsal for this concert at the beginning of September when a large and 

enthusiastic group of singers turned up delighted to be able to sing together 

again. 

The choir, together with the festival orchestra and four professional soloists, 

will give a programme of music by Haydn and Mozart. The first half of the 

concert will consist of Mozart’s Requiem, one of the most loved settings of 

these words.  Although it is a wonderful piece of music, Mozart actually 

wrote very little of it, dictating just a few bars of each movement while he 

was on his death bed.  Mozart died in 1791 at the age of 35 before the work 

was completed by his pupil, Sussmayer.  There has been much speculation 

around Mozart’s death and how much of the music was composed by 

him.  Books and plays have been written based on theories that he was 

poisoned.  The work continues to be one of the most popular in the 

repertoire. 

The second half of the concert will consist of Haydn’s Theresien Mass.  This 

mass is presumed to have been written for Maria Theresa (a singer and great 

admirer of Haydn, wife of the Holy Roman Emperor, Francis I) to whom he 

also dedicated a symphony.  This one of Haydn’s last works and one of the 

great classical settings of the mass. 

Tickets, as usual will cost £12 at the door but will be available in advance for 

£10 each.  The members of the choir are hoping for strong support for All 

Saints’ own choral society from the members of the congregation. 

There will be a retiring collection for the Chartwell Cancer Trust. 

 

Raymond Lewis 
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YOUNG SAINTS 

Young Saints continues to meet weekly and we have been having 

lots of fun both inside and outside the church! We have been 

exploring the outside of the church looking at different types of 

crosses and learning about different features of the church 

building including its shape, the blocked up door, the truncated 

tower and the stance window. 

We celebrated all the things the children have achieved in the past year which 

would make God proud of us  - there is a long list including music exams, 

GCSEs, achievement awards, sporting prowess in swimming and athletics, 

having books and short stories published and so much more!! In a year 

disrupted by the Covid pandemic which has affected all of us, it is good to 

praise and thank God for all the positive achievements of our young people.  

The children received individual medals in recognition 

of their achievements and we made a big one together!  

We joined in the Harvest Parade service contributing 

to the prayers and more recently learnt about Jesus 

healing blind Bartimaeus. We made eyes of faith to 

illustrate how God heals our hearts! 

 

Why not join us on Sunday mornings for fun and games 

in the Hall - everyone is welcome! 

Catherine King 
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THE STORY BEHIND THE HYMN 

“Guide me O thou great redeemer” 

 “Guide me, O thou Great Redeemer” has been used for 

worship in congregations around the globe and across 

denominational lines. It was also incorporated in two of 

the most televised services of the last two decades, the 

funeral of Princess Diana of Wales (1997) and the royal 

wedding of Prince William and Catherine Middleton 

(2011). Why would this hymn be used for such significant 

occasions? Why has this hymn stood the test of time in so 

many worshiping communities? 

The author of this widely popular hymn is William Williams (1717-1791), 

born in Carmarthenshire, Wales, to John and Dorothy Williams. According 

to Welsh hymn scholar Alan Luff, Williams grew up as an Independent and 

later a Calvinist, but had no aspirations to be a minister. In fact, he intended 

to be a doctor, attending school at the Dissenting Academy of LLwyn-llwyd, 

near Talgarth, Wales. It was near Talgarth that he first encountered the 

preaching of Howell Harris, which lead to his conversion experience. Shortly 

after, he abandoned his Independent upbringing and desire to be a doctor to 

pursue ordination in the Established Church. 

In 1744, after being accused of several misdemeanours against the Church of 

England, Williams devoted himself to Methodism. The Welsh text was 

written soon after this in 1745. While it is still a mystery as to how or why 

Williams began composing hymn-texts in his native tongue, United Methodist 

Hymnal editor Dr Carlton Young states that he became known as the most 

famous hymn writer of Welsh Methodism. Traces of the hardship Williams 

experienced as a traveling minister can be found throughout “Guide Me, O 

Thou Great Redeemer.” 

Williams beautifully interweaves imagery from the Old Testament book of 

Exodus to evoke a sense of God’s guidance through strife. One of the reasons 

this hymn has influenced such a broad array of congregants is the universal 

subject of struggle. Every Christian, and indeed everyone, encounters 

difficulties. “Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer” affirms the reality that God 

provides for us and redeems all wrong in the world.  

“Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer” has brought, and will continue to 

bring, comfort to thousands upon thousands of Christians with its exquisite 

reminder of a God who provides for those in need.  
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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
 

Can you believe it?   We are in November 

already…..next month we will be celebrating 

Christmas!!  We are all hoping that this year 

will be more normal than last year and we 

will be able to spend some quality time with 

our family and friends. 

 

As usual, I will be putting together the special “pull-out” Christmas Card that 

will adorn our centre pages in December’s issue of Saints Alive! 

Please send me your messages either by email, telephone or text, or you can 

hand me your message on a Sunday or Wednesday at Church. 

Please continue to keep safe and well and let’s look forward  

to celebrating Christmas in our usual enthusiastic way. 

Telephone: 01689 875702…or…07721 895547 

Email: gillsinclair@outlook.com 

 

 

 

 
HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW THE CHURCHYARD?  

This picture was taken recently to illustrate the work 

of the small Gardening Group. 

Where was it taken? 
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Live-In Home Care 
 

We are a family owned and run agency specialising in 

live-in care, with over 30 years experience in the care 

sector.  

  

We offer an alternative to residential care, providing our 

clients with one to one live-in care, enabling them to 

remain in the comfort and security of their own home. 
  

We are based in Tunbridge Wells, Kent and provide live-in 

services to clients in the local areas of Kent and Sussex. 

 

 

  

 

Tel: 01892 518400  

www.bespokecarecompany.co.uk 
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PHILIP MOSETTIG 

HANDYMAN  

NO JOB  TOO SMALL 

FREE QUOTE  

GENERAL HOUSEHOLD 

MAINTENANCE  

PAINTING & DECORATING 

GARDENING  

HONEST AND RELIABLE 

  

TEL 07504519586 

philipmosettig@yahoo.co.uk 

P A C E Y’s 
The Garden Shop 

Garden Machinery and Tools 

Sales and Servicing. 

71 Chislehurst Rd, Orpington,  
BR6 0DQ 

FREE collection and delivery 

01689 834208 
Email: info@paceymowers.co.uk 

mailto:info@paceymowers.co.uk
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6th November: William Temple  

Archbishop of Canterbury  

During the Second World War, Winston Churchill was 
Britain’s Prime Minister. At the same time, William Temple 

was Archbishop of Canterbury. While Churchill led the 
country against Germany, Temple encouraged the British people to trust the 

Lord for their deliverance and strength. Like Churchill, Temple was a great 
leader, a gifted orator and a prolific writer. He was also a theologian and social 

activist. 

Temple was born on 15th October 1881 in Exeter, Devon. He was educated at 
Rugby School and Balliol College, Oxford, from 1900 to1904. He loved the music 

of Bach; the poetry of Browning and Shelley, and Shakespeare. He was an avid 
reader and possessed a near-photographic memory.  

He became president of the Oxford Union and after graduation, was a lecturer 
in philosophy at Queen's College, Oxford. He was a member of the debating 

society and was a skilled and balanced debater. Following his ordination in 1909, 
and priesting in 1910, Temple was headmaster of Repton School for four years. 

He married Frances Anson in 1916. They were childless. 

From 1921-29 Temple was Bishop of Manchester. During this time he was seen 

as a pioneer of the Ecumenical Movement and gradually became a national figure. 
In 1926 he urged the British government to seek a negotiated agreement to the 

General Strike.  

Temple excelled as a moderator; a teacher and a preacher and his appointment 

as Archbishop of York (1929-40) was a popular one. His influence also led to the 
formation of the British Council of Churches and the World Council of 

Churches. During the 2nd World War he jointly founded the Council of 
Christians and Jews to combat anti-Semitism and other forms of prejudice in 
Britain. 

As Archbishop of Canterbury (1942-44) Temple became an outspoken advocate 
of social reform and became involved in the campaign against unemployment, 

poverty and poor housing. He believed in the rights of all people, whether rich 
or poor, and was a leading force for social justice.  He was grounded in the 

problems of the working man and in his book Christianity and Social Order 
(1942) he shared his vision for all to have access to healthcare, education and 

decent housing. His radical thinking and activism played a foundational role in the 
formation of the British Welfare State.  

Temple died aged 63 at Westgate-on-Sea, Kent on 26th October 1944. He was 
the first Primate of All England to be cremated and his ashes were buried in the 

cloister garden of Canterbury Cathedral. He is the last Archbishop of 
Canterbury to have died while in office.  
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES 

 

Sunday Clubs 

 
 

 

Young Saints 
 

    For all children and young people 

9.30 a.m in the hall 
 

Join us as we have fun learning about Jesus, the Bible 

and Church.  We sing, play games, make things, cook 

and pray together. 

 

 

 

     There is a creche for babies and very young children. 
 

 

Contact: Catherine King or Val Pickering 

  Email: youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 
 

 

Youth Group for Secondary School Children 
Join us as we learn and discuss how the Bible is relevant 

to our everyday lives. 
 

Contact: Mandy Turner 

  Email: rr.turner@ntlworld.com  
 

 All groups come into church in time to join the congregation at the altar to 

receive a communion or blessing and join their parents. 

  

mailto:youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com
mailto:rr.turner@ntlworld.com


18 

 

ALL SAINTS’ PARISH CHURCH  

MONTHLY CALENDAR – NOVEMBER 2021 

(PLEASE NOTE:  Events can be added or cancelled at short notice  

so please remember to check the weekly pew sheet) 

Every Week:  Monday to Friday, 9.00 am - Morning Prayer 

   Monday to Friday, 5.00 pm – Evening Prayer 

   Friday, 7.30 pm – Choir Practice 

Tues 2 8.00 pm Festival Choir Rehearsal (Church) 

Wed 3 10.00 am  Midweek Eucharist, followed by Morning Coffee 

Thurs 4 10.00 am Gardening Group (Churchyard) 

  10.00 am Tots 

  5.30 pm Vocal Teaching (Choir Vestry) – until 8.30pm 

Sat 6 9.30 am  Contemplative Prayer 

Sun 7 Third Sunday before Advent 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Eucharist 

  3.30 pm Choral Evensong  

Tues 9 8.00 pm Festival Choir Rehearsal (Church) 

Wed 10 10.00 am  Midweek Eucharist, followed by Morning Coffee 

Thurs 11 10.00 am Gardening Group (Churchyard) 

  10.00 am Tots 

  11.30 am U3A Choir Rehearsal (Church) – until 1.00 pm 

  2.00 pm Focus Group (Church) 

  5.30 pm Vocal Teaching (Choir Vestry) – until 8.30pm 

Sat 13 10.00 am Baptism Open Morning (Church) 

Sun 14 Remembrance Sunday 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  10.50 am Service at Orpington War Memorial 

  11.45 am Remembrance Sunday Service in church 
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Tues 16 8.00 pm Festival Choir Rehearsal (Church) 

Wed 17 10.00 am  Midweek Eucharist, followed by Morning Coffee 

Thurs 18 10.00 am Gardening Group (Churchyard) 

  10.00 am Tots 

  5.30 pm Vocal Teaching (Choir Vestry) – until 8.30pm 

Fri 19 2.30 pm Festival Choir Rehearsal (Church) 

Sat 20 9.30 am  Lectio Divina 

  7.30 pm Festival Choir Concert 

Sun 21 Christ the King 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Eucharist 

  3.00 pm Baptism  

Wed 24 10.00 am  Midweek Eucharist, followed by Morning Coffee 

  7.30 pm PCC Meeting (Church) 

Thurs 25 10.00 am Gardening Group (Churchyard) 

  10.00 am Tots 

  11.30 am U3A Choir Rehearsal (Church) – until 1.00 pm 

  5.30 pm Vocal Teaching (Choir Vestry) – until 8.30pm 

Fri 26 2.00 pm Bereavement Group (Church Hall) 

    

Sat 27 7.30 pm Orpington Symphony Orchestra Concert 

Sun 28 First Sunday of Advent 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Eucharist 

  6.30 pm Advent Sunday Carol Service 

Tues 30 8.00 pm Festival Choir Rehearsal 

 

Forthcoming Events 

Tuesday 14 December Community Carol Service 

Sunday 19 December Nine Lessons & Carols 
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES  

  

Throughout the week 

  

 
   All Saints’ Tots 
   A friendly and fun group for babies, toddlers and their parents, 

   grandparents and carers.  

  

We meet every Thursday in term time between 10.00-11.30am. 

  

Come and find us at the back of the Church to have a cuppa and a chat whilst the 

little ones play.  

  

Contact: Cathy Hussey - Tel: 01689 821632  

  

    

   Guiding  
   Meet in the Church Hall 

  

  

Rangers     (14 - 18 years)  Alternate Wednesdays  

Guides     (10 - 15 years)  7.30-9.00pm  

Brownies   (7 - 10 ½ years)  6.00-7.30pm  

  

Contact: Division Commissioner: Debbie Clarke - Tel: 01689 832325 

  

  

 

   Scouting 2nd Orpington Scout Group  
   Meet at 50a Court Road 

  

Explorers (14 - 18 years)  Thursday 

Scouts        (10½ - 14 years)  Wednesday & Friday 

Cubs          (8 - 10½ years)      Monday & Tuesday 

Beavers      (6 - 8 years)  Tuesday & Wednesdayp 

  

Contact: via website   www.2nd.orp.org.uk 

 

  

mailto:-%20cathy-hussey@ntlworld.com
http://www.2nd.orp.org.uk/
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16th November :  St Margaret of Scotland 
Some women have power, and some women are good. 

When a woman with power is also good, she can 
achieve an astonishing amount. 

 
Margaret of Scotland has been called ‘The Pearl of 

Scotland’, but she began life in Hungary about 1045. She 
was born to the expatriate English prince Edward the 

Exile, and so was an English princess. The family returned to Wessex in 1057, 
when she was 13, and following the death of King Harold II at the Battle of 

Hastings in 1066, her brother Edgar Aetheling should have been King of England, 
but he was never crowned.  Instead, the family fled north, to Scotland, where 

she was married to Malcolm III of Scotland by 1070. As a Scottish queen she 
went on to become mother of three kings of Scotland, and of a queen consort 
of England.   

 
Margaret was a Christian, and became a good friend of Lanfranc, a future 

archbishop of Canterbury. Her biographer tells of how she read narratives from 
the Bible to her husband, thus helping to ‘civilise’ him. He was illiterate, but so 

admired her reading, that he had her books decorated with gold and silver. She 
was also credited with helping her youngest son, the future King David I of 

Scotland, towards becoming a just and holy ruler. 
 

Margaret introduced the worship and practise of the Church of Rome into 
Scotland. She also wanted to help the many pilgrims travelling in Scotland, and 

so she established a ferry across the Firth of Forth, which is where the towns 
South Queensferry and North Queensferry got their names. 

 
Margaret performed many charitable works for the poor, and she interceded for 

the release of English exiles who had been forced into serfdom following the 
Norman conquest.  She also began the restoration of Iona Abbey.   
 

In private life, Margaret spent much of her time in prayer, using a cave on the 
banks of the Tower Burn in Dunfermline as a place of devotion and prayers. St 

Margaret’s Cave is still there today, covered beneath a municipal car park.   
 

Margaret died in 1093, and in 1250 Pope Innocent IV canonised her. Her relics 
were dispersed after the Scottish Reformation, but at one time Mary, Queen of 

Scots, owned her head. 
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JUMPING INTO STILL WATERS 

Our strange ‘pandemic times’ prompted me to look into spirituality 

resources, and I discovered that our diocese provides some wonderful 

opportunities. In September I attended a quiet day on creative writing. It was 

based at the home of the Companions of Christ, 65, Maidstone Road, 

Chatham. The Companions of Christ is an emerging ecumenical, apostolic 

community rooted in Ignatian spirituality. It’s possible to stay in the house in 

Maidstone for private retreats. I found the traffic noise in the front room a 

bit intrusive, mainly because of the need for open windows for Covid reasons. 

However, there were plenty of quiet spaces in other rooms and the Emmaus 

Garden at the back provided enough space for several people to call a 

peaceful patch their own for a while. 

We undertook three exercises in the course of the day. The first involved 

engaging with a selection of tabloid newspaper headlines and examining our 

reactions. The second involved rewriting a passage of Scripture in our own 

words. One suggestion for this exercise was Christ healing the blind man, to 

be rewritten as a contemporary scene in Chatham High Street. I tried the 

23rd Psalm and was quite surprised at what I found myself writing! ‘The Lord 

is … my outward-bound leader…He sometimes pushes me to the edge and 

tells me to jump in…’ In the afternoon we were further challenged by a 

poetry writing exercise: firstly syllabic verse and secondly a villanelle if we 

were feeling brave. (I wasn’t!) The day concluded with the playing of some 

beautiful music by Hildegard of Bingen in preparation for a Eucharist in the 

ground floor chapel before we all headed home. 

Now I’m taking a course via Zoom on different 

ways of praying. It’s called ‘Closer’ and runs every 

couple of weeks on a Monday evening. These are 

the topics: 

 

What is prayer? 

Images of God 

Lectio Divina 

Centering Prayer 

Imaginative Prayer 

Creative Prayer 

Different Spiritualities 

Benedictine Spirituality of Rule of Life 

Ignatian Spirituality and Discernment  
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Each session has an introductory talk, after which we have a prayer exercise 

to try on our own for at least half an hour. Then we return and are put into 

breakout groups of three. We are always in the same groups, and it’s helpful 

to have that continuity. When we share what we have experienced, we take 

it in turn to speak and, rather as in a Lectio session, we receive what has 

been said in silence and don’t comment on it unless the person wants us to. 

What has been shared is kept confidential. I’m finding it a helpful and 

encouraging experience. The Closer course also runs as an in person course 

on a series of Saturdays at Christ Church Chislehurst. The courses are 

repeated, so there will be future opportunities to sign up for them. 

I’ve been wondering not sure how many people know about these 

opportunities. There’s a lovely little video about the Closer course on the 

diocesan website. It is filmed at 65, Maidstone Road, Chatham, so you can 

see what it’s like: 

https://www.rochester.anglican.org/everyday-faith/deepening-your-

relationship-with-god/closer-course/ 

The diocesan adviser for spirituality, the Rev’d. Canon Susanne Carlsson, who 

appears in the video, can be contacted on  susannecarlssons@hotmail.co.uk 

If you join her email network, you will hear about events and courses. It’s 

well worth it! 

Vanessa Dixon 

 

 

 

FOCUS 

 

On Thursday 11 November 2021, Focus will be welcoming 

Christine Hellicar who is giving us a talk on “Orpington’s 

Turbulent Priest”.   

In the early 19th Century, Orpington and St Mary Cray had a new vicar, the 

Rev’d William Townley.  He was remembered as eccentric, and extremely 

difficult, but it turns out that the Rev’d Townley caused just as much trouble 

after his death in 1847 as he did in his lifetime. 

We hope that you will come and join us for what will be a very interesting 

talk in the  Old Church on 11 November, where you will be more than 

welcome. 

Anne Spencer  

https://www.rochester.anglican.org/everyday-faith/deepening-your-relationship-with-god/closer-course/
https://www.rochester.anglican.org/everyday-faith/deepening-your-relationship-with-god/closer-course/
mailto:susannecarlssons@hotmail.co.uk
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A POEM DEDICATED TO ALL SAINTS’ 

AS A THANK YOU FOR OUR WONDERFUL SERVICES 

When I feel weak and weary 

and the world seems dull and dreary, 

I look up towards the skies, 

where I know my Father's Kingdom lies. 

I feel the grace of His love, 

as He watches me from above. 

I see a nail scarred hand stretching down 

and the radiant face beneath a crown. 

I feel my heart fill with peace 

and a joy that will never cease. 

And when my faltering race is done, 

I'll see the glory of the three in one. 

Derek Bush 

 

 

 

 

HOW SHOULD WE READ THE BIBLE? 

There are three things to bear in mind when you pick up your Bible: 

First, approach it expectantly.  The Bible is not just another book – it is the 

Word of God, given to us by God to help us and instruct us. The Psalmist 

declared, ‘Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path’ (Psalm 

119:105). Therefore, as you open your Bible, pray that the Holy Spirit (who 

inspired the writers of the Bible) will illumine its meaning to you. Read it 

carefully, not just hurrying through it as you would a novel. 

Secondly, read your Bible systematically.  Aim to read about three chapters a 

day: begin at Genesis and work through the Old Testament. Begin in Matthew 

and work through the New Testament; begin in Psalms and work through 

Psalms and Proverbs. Simply continue these three cycles, and it will ensure 

that your diet of Bible reading each day will be varied and include a bit of 

everything! 

Finally, read your Bible obediently.  Be ready to obey the truth that God has for 

you in its pages. God gave the Bible to us ‘for teaching, rebuking, correcting 

and training in righteousness’ (2 Timothy 3:16), and the Bible can change our 

lives as we read it and obey its teachings every day.  
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REMEMBRANCE 

 

Have you seen the film ‘Saving Private Ryan’? The first 20 minutes of the film 

is a powerful account of war, portraying the first landing crafts arriving at the 

Normandy beaches on D Day. The film successfully brings to life the events 

of that day, as a vivid act of remembrance.  

 

From a biblical perspective, the word remembrance means making present a 

past reality, so that we can benefit from it today. On Remembrance Sunday 

we think about those who have given their lives in wars over the years, as 

well as those who continue to grieve over their lost loved ones. We want to 

make their sacrifice in past conflicts real for us today, so that we can engage 

with the horror of war and those enduring suffering today.  

 

It involves dealing with the why question in the face of relentless tragedies 

and injustices: why does God allow such suffering to take place? One of the great 

themes of the Scriptures is that God identifies with the suffering. But the 

Christian faith goes beyond this! It affirms that in Jesus, God’s Son, divinity 

became involved in suffering and death on the cross. It is at Calvary that we 

see how God Himself knows what it is to lose a loved one in an unprovoked 

attack. ‘I could never myself believe in God if it were not for the Cross. In the real 

world of pain, how could one worship a God who was immune to it?’ (John Stott).  

 

Although we don’t fully understand the reason why God allows evil and 

suffering to continue, we do know what the reason isn’t! It can’t be that He 

doesn’t love us! God so loved us and hates suffering that He was willing to 

come down and get involved in our hurting world. This can be a source of 

real strength on such an occasion.  

 

However, how can we ensure that those who have given their lives are truly 

honoured, not forgetting those who are risking their lives in conflicts today? 

An appropriate response is to actively work and pray for justice in our world, 

especially where there is inequality and conflict. In a divided world we are 

also called to renew our efforts to work for peace. We need to be serious 

about being peacemakers, especially where it involves those close to us. As 

Jesus said, ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God’ 

(Matthew 5:9). 

The Rev’d John Tyler 
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IN PRAISE OF MOTORWAY SERVICES 

What have you got in common with the Beatles, the Rolling Stones, and Eric 

Clapton? 

You have all visited the Watford Gap Services on your way up or down the 

M1. 

Back in the early 1960s, the M1 transformed the way that bands could travel, 

and visiting the service station was an integral part of their trip. In the 60 or 

so years since motorway services opened, they have also become part of life 

for tens of millions of us. 

Motorway services not only provide a much-needed break from the road, 

they are also a great place for people-watching. All sizes, shapes and varieties 

of people can be found in one. As one journalist put it: “a motorway service 

station is the ultimate human zoo.” 

Not everyone used motorway services back in the 1960s. Many people just 

pulled over onto the hard shoulder and unpacked a picnic. There was even 

the true story of the family who pulled their car onto the central reservation 

of the motorway to have lunch – and survived to tell the tale. 

Motorway services also confused people. One distraught couple, heading 

north, reported their car had been stolen. The police found they had crossed 

the pedestrian bridge, and then could not find their car in the south-bound 

car park. 

Today there are 111 service stations in the UK. The law states that they must 

not be more than 28 miles apart, or 30 minutes of travelling time. By law, 

they must provide two hours of free parking, free toilets, and a free play area 

for children. 

The first two motorway services were Watford Gap and Newport Pagnell, 

both of which opened in early November 1959, along with the M1. 
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LOOKING BACK ON THE MOST FAMOUS 

MISSIONARY GREETING IN HISTORY 

“Doctor Livingstone, I presume?” 

 

It was 150 years ago, on 10th November 1871, that Welsh 

journalist and explorer Henry Morton Stanley located the 

missing missionary Dr David Livingstone near Lake Tanganyika, in present-

day Tanzania.  

Stanley’s real name was John Rowlands. He was born in Denbigh to an 

unmarried 18-year-old who abandoned him. He ended up in a workhouse 

until he was 15, then went to America, where he changed his name and 

became an American citizen. When he found Livingstone, he was working for 

the New York Herald.  

Known for his strength of will, Stanley also had an African name – Bula Matari 

– Breaker of Rocks. Much of his life was spent in Central Africa, and his 

reputation was mixed: he was said by some to be violent toward Africans, 

but by others to have treated them well. His feats as an explorer were 

impressive: he played a big part in locating the true source of both the Nile 

and the Congo, and he helped open up the Congo on behalf of King Leopold 

of Belgium. 

Though not overtly religious, he felt he was engaged in a “sacred task”. He 

was re-naturalised a British subject in 1892, following his marriage. 

 

 
 

 

 

The current needs are: 

 

UHT Milk  /  Long life Fruit Juice  /  Tinned cold meat  /  Fruit tins 

Deodorant  /  Razors & Shaving Foam - for both male and female 

Household spray cleaners (i.e. anti-bac spray etc.) 

Bleach  /  Cleaning cloths. 

Financial donations are always welcome as this helps to replenish certain 

items as soon as they are needed.  The Foodbank Team thank you for your 

continued support. 

Vanessa Dixon   
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THE FRIEND AT MIDNIGHT 

 

 
 

Let’s look at the Parable of the Friend at Midnight (Luke 11:5-8). It is found 

in a passage where Jesus is teaching His disciples to pray. 

Pray Shamelessly:  

The parable concerns a man coming to his friend at midnight and asking 

‘Friend, lend me three loaves, for a friend of mine has arrived on a journey, and I 

have nothing to set before him’ (5-6). Despite the hour, the rules of hospitality 

would mean this was not an unreasonable request.  

But the friend refuses to help because everyone in his house is asleep.  Jesus 

adds, ‘though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, yet 

because of the man’s boldness he will rise and give him whatever he needs’. Jesus 

uses this parable to encourage us to come in shameless boldness to our 

heavenly Father with our needs.  In contrast to the parable, God is not slow 

in responding to us. It’s not God who is reluctant to answer, but we to ask. 

Do we pray with shameless boldness?  

Pray Persistently:  

Such confidence is the basis for persistent prayer: ‘Ask, and it will be given to 

you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.’  All three verbs 

indicate a continual habit: ‘Keep on asking…seeking…knocking’.  We will not 

be content simply to ask once and then move on.  Jesus tells us to bring our 

prayers to God persistently. Do we give up too easily in prayer? 

Pray Expectantly:  

 ‘For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who 

knocks it will be opened.’ Do we pray expectantly, believing that God delights 

in answering your prayers? Why not begin this adventure of prayer today! 

Canon Paul Hardingham 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

Hosea 14:3  
 “For in You the fatherless find compassion” 

 
Shalom Home 

Shalom is home to 20 children who have lost their families of origin through 
death, abandonment or removal by the authorities for their safety.  Aged from 

3 months to 17 years old, the children live in three family units headed by a 
house mother.  Shalom is supported by auxiliary staff whose functions include 
social work, caregiving and housekeeping. 

Thanksgiving 
➢ We thank God that a family has been identified who may adopt one of the 

babies out of Shalom.  Please pray for the swift and successful completion of 
their application process with the authorities. 

➢ All children returned to school with no major mishaps, thanks in part to the 
consistent generosity of partners that helped cover their school fees and 

related supplies.  End of term 2 results are in and performance during 
lockdown has been satisfactory.  We thank God for volunteers who are 

participating in our tutoring program. 

Family reunification 

Twelve out of 20 children at Shalom have relatives who we have managed to 
trace, or are in the process of tracing as the first step to family reunification.  

Even when reunification is not possible, family involvement as well as supported 
family visitation are encouraged.  Appropriate family contact results in less stress 

and anxiety, greater stability and better outcomes for children who have 
experienced the trauma of separation from their families of origin.   
Please Pray: 

➢ For provision of resources, especially fuel, for the family tracing program. 
➢ That all children with traceable relatives are granted visitation rights by the 

authorities in time for the Christmas Holidays, and that those visits would be 
conduits for healing and growth. 

➢ That plans for the reunification of 5 children by year end would be successful. 
➢ For continued healing of the mother of one of our little girls who has been 

receiving treatment at a local mental health hospital for the past couple of 
months. 

The Michael Project Team  
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COFFEE BREAK WORDSEARCH 

Find the highlighted words in the grid 

It was 100 years ago this month, on 11th Nov 1921, that Remembrance 

poppies were sold for the first time in British and Commonwealth 

countries to commemorate military personnel who died in war.   

Amid the mud, blood and carnage of trench warfare in World War 1, 

tens of thousands of bright red poppies had grown, marking the graves 

of the fallen.  This led John McCrae, a Canadian army physician who had lost 

a colleague, to write “In Flanders Fields”,  

In Flanders fields, the poppies blow 

Between the crosses, row on row 

That mark our place, and in the sky 

The larks, still bravely singing, fly. 

This image inspired the adoption of a red poppy as the symbol of all soldiers 

who had died in conflict. In the UK they are sold by the Royal British Legion 

to raise funds for current and former members of the British Armed Forces. 

Around 30 million poppies are sold each year.  
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CHILDREN’S CORNER 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Read the story in Genesis  Chapter 11 verses 1–9 
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THE LIGHTER SIDE 

 
Tee-shirt 
My kindergarten-aged daughter announced, just before school, that she needed 

to take a clean tee shirt to class. The teacher was going to iron an anti-drug 
message on it. 

My wife frantically swept through my daughter’s room, finding nothing usable but 
one tee shirt that already had something printed on one side. She sent it off to 

school with my daughter. That afternoon, my daughter returned and happily 
showed off her shirt. 

On one side it said, ‘Families are Forever.’ And on the other, ‘Be Smart, Don’t 
Start.’ 

Hold her hand 
While out in the town, I saw an elderly couple holding hands while they were 

walking. As they approached, I commented on how romantic it was. 
The man replied, “We have been holding hands when we go out in public for 
over 30 years. I have to. If I let go, she shops.” 

Ketchup 
A woman was trying hard to get the ketchup to come out of the bottle. During 

her struggle the phone rang so she asked her four-year old daughter to answer 
it. 

“It’s the minister, Mum,” the child said to her mother. Then she told her caller: 
“Mummy can’t come to the phone right now. She’s hitting the bottle.” 

 

Miscellaneous Musings: 

 

If at first you DO succeed, try not to 

look astonished. 

 

Change is inevitable, except from a 

vending machine 

 

Member of the congregation to 

minister: “I didn’t say it was your 

fault, I said I was blaming you.” 
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GROUPS AND SOCIETIES 

Choir Practice This takes place on Fridays at 7.30pm  
(except August) 

 
Bible Reading Fellowship BRF Notes are available on request. 

Contact: Maggie Dawson - 01689 823857 
 

Children’s Society Contact: Anne Spencer - 01689 601753 
 

Gardening Group This group meets on Thursdays at 10.00 am 

until 12.30pm (weather permitting). 
Contact: Dave House - 01689 828037 

 
Church Mission Society Contact: Richard Newson - 01689 821445 

 
Corporate Communion (Focus and Church Groups): This takes place 

on the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 10:00 
am in the Church 

 
Focus This group is open to all women and meet on 

the second Thursday of each month at 2.00 
pm in the Old Church 

Contact:  Anne Spencer - 01689 601753 
 

Julian Group This group is open to all and meet on the third 
Tuesday of each month at 2:00 pm  
Contact: Vanessa Dixon - 01689 851767 

 
Out of Focus This social group is open to all men and meet 

approximately  every two months to chat and 
arrange outings 

Contact: David House - 01689 828037 
 

St Michael’s Guild The guild decorate the Church throughout 
the year including weddings and funerals. They 

can arrange pedestals for members of the 
congregation to celebrate an anniversary, 

birthday or in memory of a loved one. 
Contact:  Margaret Lovett - 01689 831667 

 

  



36 

 

 

 

 




