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Quality Home Help Service 

Cleaning - Laundry - Ironing- Shopping 

Running Errands - Companionship 

 

Call Lena on : 0203 609 2417 

www.marigoldseniorsupport.com 

http://www.marigoldseniorsupport.com/
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ORPINGTON PARISH CHURCH 
Top of Church Hill (off High Street). Other entrances and car parks in Bark Hart Rd 

Follow us on Facebook at All Saints’ Orpington. 

Vicar:  The Rev’d George M Rogers 

   1a Keswick Road, Orpington, BR6 0EU 

   Tel: 01689 824624 

Website:  www.allsaintsorpington.org.uk 

Daily Hope:  0800 804 8044 – A freephone service provided by the C of E 

Lay Ministers:  Pam Mercer  Tel: 01689 821171 

   Abi Hiscock    Tel: 01689 898329 

Pastoral Assistant:           Sheila Anderson  Tel: 07957 218706 

Churchwardens:  Peter Clarke  Tel: 01689 832325 

   Duncan Hellicar  Tel: 01689 871026  

Assistant Wardens: Malcolm Dixon     Tel: 01689 851767 

                                     Gill Sinclair       Tel: 01689 875702 

                                     Denis Reidy    Tel: 01689 607202 

Children and   Mandy Turner    Email: rr.turner@ntlworld.com 

Young People:  Catherine King/Val Pickering Email: youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com  

   Cathy Hussey  Tel:  01689 821632 

Director of Music:      Phoebe Tak Man Chow   Email:  takmanchow@gmail.com 

Parish Administrator  Karen Kelly   Tel: 01689 832031 

Church Office  Monday-Friday: 9.30 to 12.30  Closed on Wednesdays 
   Bark Hart Road, Orpington. BR6 0QD  

   Tel: 01689 832031  Email: allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 

Parochial Church Council 

 Secretary: Gill Sinclair  Tel: 01689 875702 

 Treasurer: Tim Birse   Tel: 01689 836392 

Safeguarding Officer Gill Sinclair   Tel: 01689 875702.  

Planned Giving Recorder: David Laker  Tel: 01689 834820  

Book of Remembrance: Jenni Sargent  Tel: 01689 826547 

Sacristan:  Malcolm & Vanessa Dixon:   Tel: 01689 851767  

Magazine Editor:              Gill Sinclair  Email: gillsinclair@outlook.com 

Caretaker:                         David House  Tel: 07956 101189 

Special Facilities:              Loop system for the deaf - set to position ‘T’ on hearing aids. 

                Ramp into church. Wheelchair access. Toilet for the disabled. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   SUNDAY SERVICES  8.00am Holy Communion  BCP 

    9.30am Parish Eucharist  CW 

   On certain Festivals  6.30pm Choral Evensong  BCP 

   Wednesday    10.00am Eucharist  CW 

   Monday to Friday   9.00am Morning Prayer  CW 

Major Saints’ Days as announced in the diary 

http://www.allsaintsorpington.org.uk/
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NOTICEBOARD 

 ALL SAINTS’ PRAYING FOR ALL STREETS 

This month we are praying for the following streets in the 

Parish: 

 Clovelly Way      Irvine Way 

 Pondwood Rise      Tower Close 
 
May the love of Jesus abide in your homes and with your families 

 

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU 

We are praying for all those whose birthdays are this month, 

especially: 

Pam Mercer 

May the light of Jesus shine through them on your Birthday 

 

 DAILY HOPE: This is a service being provided by the 

Church of England.  When you call 0800 804 8044 you will 

be given six options to choose from, including a weekly 

service, popular hymns and traditional morning and evening 

prayer.  

 

 

 

FOLLOW OUR SERVICES:  The following link takes 

you directly to the video page of All Saints' Facebook and 

from there you can choose which video to watch. You do 

not need to have a Facebook account – 
https://www.facebook.com/AllSaintsOrpington/videos/?ref=page_internal 
 

 

 

HOME COMMUNION: - If you have been unable to 

attend church services and would like to receive Holy 

Communion, the Vicar and Lay Ministers will be able to 

bring the sacrament to you.  Please telephone the Church 

Office (01689 832031) to request a visit. 

 

 

SAINTS ALIVE! MAGAZINE 

Please send your articles for the next month’s magazine to 

Gill by Sunday 22 May 2022. 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/AllSaintsOrpington/videos/?ref=page_internal
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DEMANDING THOMAS 

 

St Thomas seems to be a skeptic, asking for proof of Christ’s resurrection 

merely to score a point: perhaps that the disciples who report seeing the 

risen Christ are mad. He says clearly, “unless I see the mark of the nails in 

his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, 

I will not believe.” After appearing to Thomas and the rest of the disciples, 

Jesus says, “Happy,” or “Blessed are they who have not seen and yet have 

come to believe”.   

 

Are we to assume that Thomas was unhappy? Not exactly—when Thomas 

was confronted by what he demanded—the risen Lord in his midst and the 

opportunity to feel his wounds, he became the first to proclaim Christ as 

Lord and God. Let this be a lesson to all of us: you’d better be careful what 

you ask for—especially from God, because you just might get it! Looking 

closer, we begin to see that St Thomas was not looking for mere proof of a 

phenomenon he had no interest in—like proof of the possibility of life on 

other planets or reports of Elvis Presley sightings—being a disciple of Christ, 

he was predisposed to believe, and in his predisposition to believing in Christ, 

he was making a claim not only for the present but also for the future.   

 

What was Thomas asking to see? Christ resurrected from the dead or the 

fulfillment of the promise that Christ made to his disciples? He was not 

merely interested in a report about Christ’s resurrection, he was interested 

in a first-hand experience of this revolutionary act of Creation—an 

experience of God’s Providence. When are we acting as Thomas did—not 

only realising that doubt might be the underside of faith—but that faith is the 

action and substance of our relationship with God, meaning that even when 

we’re in doubt, we are still in active dialogue and relationship with God. It’s 

all right to doubt so long as it doesn’t become an eternal condition—it is a 

conversation with God, and it will always lead us closer to him. If we didn’t 

care, we wouldn’t doubt, we’d swallow all doctrines, tenets and creeds in 

one go without ever feasting on them, digesting them and letting them 

become the holy sustenance for our living.   

 

I think that it is essential for us to recognise when we ourselves are acting as 

Thomas did—when we’re looking for God’s Providence in a world that 

seems so unaffected by Christ’s rising from the dead almost all of the time. 
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Perhaps we act like “Doubting Thomas,” with friends and loved ones go 

through hopeless unemployment, when we interact with the poor, when we 

suffer with loved ones who are sick, when we’re victims of addiction, when 

we see the suffering in the world, the crime, conspiracy, wars and rumours 

of wars—and especially when we recognise evil in ourselves… is this not 

enough to make us demand to see an Easter vision, to demand from God to 

live up to his Holy Name and to show himself resurrected and give us that 

dose of grace so that we too can make good on what we’re predisposed to 

do, to have faith?   

 

An agnostic makes no claims and plays it safe—this is not a position of great 

responsibility in the beginning or the end. An atheist posits God then negates 

him; always already operating from a secondary position of negation, thereby 

undercutting and preempting all of his atheistic claims with theological 

premises.   

 

The Christian doesn’t merely know about something and doesn’t hold back 

in claiming what is known. He/she doesn’t merely know about Christ as a 

kindly moral teacher from ages past but experiences him. The Christian 

knows the truth—perhaps nothing but the truth, because he/she meets the 

truth and recognises the truth because he/she knows and is in relationship 

with Jesus Christ. This is to say that there is a chasm of difference between 

knowing the truth in Jesus Christ and hearing about truth from some other 

source. Christ is nothing but the truth itself and presents himself and his 

teaching for those who have ears to hear and souls to redeem at first hand—

we receive the truth from God first hand.   

 

This receiving of the truth at first hand has revolutionary consequences for 

us, because in receiving the truth in this way, we are established as 

contemporaries of Christ—in the same generation as Thomas and all of the 

disciples about whom we read in holy scripture. The claim that we make as 

disciples of Christ warrants that we will demand to see God’s Providence at 

work in our lives. We know the truth—the resurrected Lord, and we are 

predisposed to proclaim this truth not only with our lips but in our lives.  

 

The Rev’d George M Rogers 
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PARISH REGISTERS 

APRIL 2022 

 

BAPTISMS:  

      We extend a warm welcome into the Church Family 

 

  BURIAL/CREMATIONS: 

 

                

 

 

 

 

We extend our love and sympathy to their family and friends 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The current needs of the Foodbank are as follows: 

Long Life Fruit Juice  /  Long Life Milk / 

Instant Whip / Sponge Pudding / Tinned Carrots 

Tinned Cold meat  /  Tinned tomatoes 

Tinned Sweetcorn  /  Tinned Mushrooms 

                       Men’s Deodorant 

 

PLEASE do not give us frozen or chilled items as we don’t have the correct 

storage for it and it spoils before we can distribute it. 

We have plenty of pasta cereal, tea and biscuits. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Vanessa Dixon 

  

23 April  Edwin George Perry 
  

Burial of Ashes 25 March Douglas Henry John Bidewell (99) 

Cremation 29 March Doris Rosina Knight (94) 

Burial of Ashes 5 April Dorothy May Myles (86) 

Burial of Ashes 12 April Peter Kenneth Cunningham (90) 

Burial 13 April Kathleen Goacher (73) 

Cremation 19 April Yew See (May) Too (86) 

Burial of Ashes 20 April Patricia Mungeam (89) 

Burial  21 April Ruby Helena Spittle (96) 

Burial of Ashes 23 April Neil David Vernon (54) 
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CHURCHYARD GROUP 

If you have walked around our church recently, or visited the churchyard you 

will no doubt have noticed how spruced up the church is looking.  This is all 

thanks to the Churchyard Group and the Community Payback Team.  They 

have been varnishing all doors, benches and noticeboards.   If you haven’t had 

a chance to see their handiwork, go and take a look; you will not be 

disappointed. 

Our thanks to Dave for his organisational and motivational abilities. 
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EASTER TIME 

 

 
 

As I walked along a stream 

I heard the songbird sing 

I saw the grass so fresh and green 

I thought it must be spring. 

 

The daffodils sprung from the ground 

They looked so proud and fine 

I knew that when I glanced around 

It must be Easter time. 

 

A breath of warm wind, the sky so bright 

The earth seemed calm and still 

And then I remembered Jesus Christ 

Who died upon a hill. 

 

He who took upon himself  

the sins of all the world 

was crucified and, on that day 

the skies with darkness fell. 

 

Taken from the cross and laid inside a tomb 

It seemed that all was lost around a sense of doom 

Then on that joyful day, when Jesus rose again 

He walked out from an empty tomb, Now risen, still to reign. 

 

Pamela Farrell 
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THE STORY BEHIND THE HYMN 

“Take my Life and let it be” 

Frances Ridley Havergal was an English religious poet and 

hymn writer.  She also wrote hymn melodies, religious 

tracts, and works for children.   

Havergal was born into an Anglican family, at Astley in 

Worcestershire. Her father, William Henry Havergal, was a 

clergyman, writer, composer, and hymn-writer. Her 

brother, Henry East Havergal, was a priest in the Church of England and an 

organist.   

In 1852 she studied in the Louisenschule, Düsseldorf, and at Oberkassel. 

Otherwise, she led a quiet life, not enjoying consistent good health; she 

travelled, in particular to Switzerland. She supported the Church Missionary 

Society. 

One of the most dedicated Christian women of the nineteenth century, 

Frances was the youngest child of a Church of England minister. Though she 

was always in frail health, she led an active life, encouraging many people to 

turn to Jesus and others to seek a deeper spiritual walk. 

Frances had begun reading and memorising the Bible at the age of four 

(eventually memorising The Psalms, Isaiah and most of the New Testament). 

At seven she wrote her first poems. Several of her mature verses became 

hymns. In addition to "Take My Life," she wrote such favourites as "I Gave 

My Life for Thee", "Like a River Glorious" and "Who Is on the Lord's Side?" 

Because her voice was lovely, Frances was in demand as a concert soloist. 

She also was a brilliant pianist and learned several modern languages as well 

as Greek and Hebrew. With all her education, however, Frances Havergal 

maintained a simple faith and confidence in her Lord. She never wrote a line 

of poetry without praying over it. 

One of the lines of Frances Havergal's hymn says, "Take my silver and my 

gold; not a mite would I withhold." In 1878, four years after writing the hymn, 

Miss Havergal wrote a friend, The Lord has shown me another little step, 

and, of course, I have taken it with extreme delight. 'Take my silver and my 

gold' now means shipping off all my ornaments to the Church Missionary 

House, including a jewel cabinet that is really fit for a countess, where all will 

be accepted and disposed of for me...Nearly fifty articles are being packed up. 

I don't think I ever packed a box with such pleasure." 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frances_Ridley_Havergal
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Live-In Home Care 
 

We are a family owned and run agency specialising in 

live-in care, with over 30 years experience in the care 

sector.  

  

We offer an alternative to residential care, providing our 

clients with one to one live-in care, enabling them to 

remain in the comfort and security of their own home. 
  

We are based in Tunbridge Wells, Kent and provide live-in 

services to clients in the local areas of Kent and Sussex. 

 

 

  

 

Tel: 01892 518400  

www.bespokecarecompany.co.uk 
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P A C E Y’s 
The Garden Shop 

Garden Machinery and Tools 

Sales and Servicing. 

71 Chislehurst Rd, Orpington,  
BR6 0DQ 

FREE collection and delivery 

01689 834208 
Email: info@paceymowers.co.uk 

mailto:info@paceymowers.co.uk
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ALL SAINTS’ EASTER CAKE SALE 

 

 
 

After the morning service on Easter Day, Silvia and James held a cake sale in 

aid of the British Red Cross appeal for the Ukraine Crisis Appeal.   

 

What a wonderful success – they raised a staggering £150 for which The Red 

Cross were grateful.           Our thanks to Silvia and James. 
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COFFEE RECITAL 

 

16 April 2022 

with 

Federica Gatti 

 

The build up to this year’s Easter in All Saints’ has been 

filled with music, and once again the church rang with 

the sound of J S Bach.  During the Adagio, from the 

Sonata for Violin No 1 in G Minor, for me, the violin 

expressed many of the emotions associated with the 

events of Good Friday and the subsequent feeling of 

loss that the Disciples must have experienced.  I have 

to say that, at points, I thought that there was more 

than one violinist in church as Federica played. 

 

There has been a long-standing joke in many churches that every church has 

a mouse and the Caprice So 15 Opus 1 by N Paganini certainly created one!  

I imagined it scuttling between the beautiful flower displays that the St 

Michael’s Guild had decorated the church with for our Easter Day Service! 

 

Federica completed her recital with Sonata for Violin Solo in G Major Opus 

27 by E Ysaye.  This is a composer that I had not come across before.  Jesus 

predicted on Good Friday that Peter would deny him three times before the 

cock had crowed.  For me, the l’aurore with its haunting notes invoked the 

‘surprise’ and ‘shock’ that Peter must have felt at having discovered that he 

had indeed denied Jesus.  The piece ended with a Dance Rustique that 

reminded me that our dance goes on in the Good News of the Resurrection. 

 

Federica was born in Gallarate in Italy and certainly brought her Italian 

vivaciousness to her playing.  We thank Phoebe for finding such a talented 

musician and are looking forward to the next Coffee Recital on 21 May where 

Ann Bursac will perform on the piano.  We shall be in for another treat – 

make a note in your diary so that you do not miss out! 

 

An Enthusiastic Music Lover 
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STEWARDSHIP OF TIME AND TALENTS 

 

BRASS CLEANING IN CHURCH 

Keeping the brass clean in the church is an important job. There is a rota, 

organised by Jean Reeve, and at present Jean has the help of just a few people, 

each of whom clean twice a year.  

It doesn’t take very long to brighten up the brasses. In the new Church there 

are the Churchwardens’ plaques and wands and their brackets, in addition to 

the cross on the altar. In the old Church, at the altar, there is the communion 

rail, the cross and candle sticks on the altar, a small 

lectern and the candle snuffer; there is also a small 

cross in the niche in the Remembrance corner. In 

the old Church there are also a number of small 

plaques on the pulpit, the vicar’s stall and memorial 

book cupboard as well as some memorial brasses on 

the north wall of the church; these however only 

need to be cleaned occasionally. When polishing the 

memorial plaques I can’t help thinking about the 

young men who died in the first world war. 

Would you be interested to join this group? Rather than do it on your own 

perhaps there is someone you could share it with; my husband and I clean 

the brasses together and quite apart from not taking so long, I appreciate 

having company in the church. In previous churches to which we belonged, 

rotas have often been shared by couples so that men have been involved in 

serving coffee or cleaning; it could equally be done by two ladies sharing the 

work, as happens for the present coffee rota at All Saints. The church is open 

each weekday morning, but arrangements can be made for any time to suit 

your diary, and there is normally someone in the parish office to let you in. 

If this is something you’d like to get involved with in the life of our church do 

let Jean know and she will be very happy to add you to the rota. 

Heather Lawrence  
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We'd love as many people as possible from our Churches  
to come together in our annual meeting.  

You don't need to be a representative, this is an open meeting  

to share, pray and be inspired about our work together. 
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2nd May - Philip, the apostle with common sense  

Is there someone in church whom you respect for their 
spirituality and common sense combined? Someone you feel 

easy about approaching to ask questions? That person’s patron 
saint should be Philip.    

Philip came from Bethsaida and was a disciple of Jesus from early 
on. He knew how to lead others to Jesus; he brought Nathanael 

(or Bartholomew) to Him in a calm, kindly way. He knew how to do some 
financial forecasting: at the feeding of the 5,000 it was he who pointed out that 

without divine help, even 200 pennyworth of bread wasn’t going to feed that 
crowd. He was the one whom the Greeks approached when they wanted to ask 

Jesus to show them the Father, but didn’t quite have the nerve to approach Jesus 
directly. People had confidence in Philip’s spirituality, common sense and 

kindliness.   Such a person is a gift to any church! In art, the Apostle Philip has 
been represented either with a cross, or with loaves of bread. 

2nd May - James the Less, quiet son of Alphaeus  

One thing for sure:  the apostles were not self-obsessed. In fact, 
many a church historian has wished that they had left us just a few 

more personal details about themselves in the New Testament.  
James the Less is an excellent example.   

This is the name we give to James the son of Alphaeus, but beyond that, who 
was he? Sometimes he is identified as the James whose mother stood by Christ 
on the cross.  Sometimes he is thought to be the James who was ‘brother of the 

Lord’.  Sometimes he is thought to be the James who saw the risen Christ. He 
has also, and often, been called the first bishop of Jerusalem. And finally, 

sometimes James the Less has been thought of as the author of the Epistle of 
James.   

But who really knows? If none of these identifications are correct, we know 
practically nothing about James the Less. So perhaps on this day we can simply 

recall ‘all’ of the James’ above, and thank God for the mother who stood by the 
cross, the brother that supported Jesus, the apostle who saw his risen Lord and 

gave his life to proclaiming the truth, the first bishop of Jerusalem, and the author 
of the marvellous Epistle of James.   Whether it was one James or several, they 

were all faithful to Jesus, and proclaimed Him as the Messiah. So perhaps that 
should make them James the More! 

James the Less has been given an unusual iconographic emblem: a fuller’s club. 
Tradition has it that he was beaten to death with one, after being sentenced by 

the Sanhedrin in AD62. In England there are only 26 churches which are 
dedicated to James the Less. 
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES 

 

Sunday Clubs 

 
 

 

Young Saints 
 

    For all children and young people 

9.30 a.m in the hall 
 

Join us as we have fun learning about Jesus, the Bible 

and Church.  We sing, play games, make things, cook 

and pray together. 

 

 

 

     There is a creche for babies and very young children. 
 

 

Contact: Catherine King or Val Pickering 

  Email: youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 
 

 

Youth Group for Secondary School Children 
Join us as we learn and discuss how the Bible is relevant 

to our everyday lives. 
 

Contact: Mandy Turner 

  Email: rr.turner@ntlworld.com  
 

 All groups come into church in time to join the congregation at the altar to 

receive a communion or blessing and join their parents. 

  

mailto:youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com
mailto:rr.turner@ntlworld.com
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ALL SAINTS’ PARISH CHURCH  

MONTHLY CALENDAR – MAY 2022 

(PLEASE NOTE:  Events can be added or cancelled at short notice  

so please remember to check the weekly pew sheet) 

 

Every Week: Monday to Friday, 9.00 am - Morning Prayer 

   Monday to Friday, 5.00 pm – Evening Prayer 

   Friday, 7.30 pm – Choir Practice 
 

 

Sun 1 Third Sunday of Easter 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Eucharist 

  3.30 pm Choral Evensong  

 

Tues 3 8.00 pm Festival Choir Rehearsal 

Wed 4 10.00 am  Midweek Eucharist, followed by Morning Coffee 

Thurs 5 10.00 am Gardening Group 

  10.00 am Tots 

  11.30 am U3A Choir Rehearsal 

  5.30 pm Vocal Teaching (Choir Vestry) – until 8.30 pm 

Fri 6 9.30 am Contemplative Prayer (Church) 

Sat 7 10.00 am Confirmation Class (Church) 

 

Sun 8 Fourth Sunday of Easter 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Eucharist 

 

Tues 10 8.00 pm Festival Choir Rehearsal 

Wed 11 10.00 am  Midweek Eucharist followed by Morning Coffee 

Thurs 12 10.00 am Gardening Group 

  10.00 am Tots 

  2.00 pm Focus Group (Church) 

  5.30 pm Vocal Teaching (Choir Vestry) – until 8.30 pm 

Sat 14 10.00 am        Baptism Open Morning 
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Sun 15 Fifth Sunday of Easter 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Eucharist 

  3.00 pm Baptism 

  4.00 pm Baptism 

 

Tues 17 8.00 pm Festival Choir Rehearsal 

Wed 18 10.00 am  Midweek Eucharist followed by Morning Coffee 

Thurs 19 10.00 am Gardening Group 

  10.00 am Tots 

  11.30 am U3A Choir Rehearsal 

  5.30 pm Vocal Teaching (Choir Vestry) – until 8.30 pm 

Fri 20 9.30 am Lectio Divina (Church) 

Sat 21 12 noon Coffee Recital, refreshments served from 11 am 

 

Sun 22 Sixth Sunday of Easter 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Eucharist 

  3.00 pm Baptism 

 

Tues 24 8.00 pm Festival Choir Rehearsal 

Wed 25 10.00 am  Midweek Eucharist followed by Morning Coffee 

Thurs 26 ASCENSION DAY 

  10.00 am Gardening Group 

  10.00 am Tots 

  11.30 am U3A Choir Rehearsal 

  8.00 pm Liturgy of Ascension Day 

Fri 27 2.00 pm Bereavement Group (Church Hall) 

 

Sun 29 Sunday After Ascension Day 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Eucharist 

 

Forthcoming Events 

18 June  7.30 pm Orpington Symphony Orchestra Concert 
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES  

  

Throughout the week 

  

 
   All Saints’ Tots 
   A friendly and fun group for babies, toddlers and their parents, 

   grandparents and carers.  

  

We meet every Thursday in term time between 10.00-11.30am. 

  

Come and find us at the back of the Church to have a cuppa and a chat whilst the 

little ones play.  

  

Contact: Cathy Hussey - Tel: 01689 821632  

 

 

   Guiding  
   Meet in the Church Hall 

 

 

Rangers     (14 - 18 years)  Alternate Wednesdays  

Guides     (10 - 15 years)  7.30-9.00pm  

Brownies   (7 - 10 ½ years)  6.00-7.30pm  

 

Contact: Division Commissioner:  Jenny Wilkins -  01689 830844 

 

 

   Scouting 2nd Orpington Scout Group  
   Meet at 50a Court Road 

  

Explorers (14 - 18 years)  Thursday 

Scouts        (10½ - 14 years)  Wednesday & Friday 

Cubs          (8 - 10½ years)      Monday & Tuesday 

Beavers      (6 - 8 years)  Tuesday & Wednesdayp 

  

Contact: via website  www.2nd.orp.org.uk 

  

mailto:-%20cathy-hussey@ntlworld.com
http://www.2nd.orp.org.uk/
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31st May - Mary, the Blessed Virgin, visits Elizabeth 

Mary – the virgin mother of Jesus. For centuries, the 

eastern and western churches have considered her pre-

eminent among all the saints. 

 

In the gospels, Mary makes her first appearance as a 

teenager. Nothing is known of her childhood, and what we 

do know of her is found mostly in Matthew 1 – 2 and in 

Luke 1 – 2.  If you read both accounts, you’ll notice that Luke’s account seems 

to give the story from Mary’s standpoint, whereas Matthew concentrates 

more on Joseph’s side of things. In both accounts the virginal conception of 

Christ is clearly stated. Mary’s quiet devotion to God and her total 

acceptance of His will shine forth. 

 

Her visit to Elizabeth, when both were pregnant, is a moving and poignant 

account of two humble, ordinary women, suddenly caught up in a great event 

that would shape world history. Their trusting faith in God and acceptance 

of His will, shine through. 

 

After Jesus is born, Mary fades into the background, and makes few 

appearances: when the family visits Jerusalem and she loses her son on the 

way home; when she urges Him to help the wedding party in Cana with its 

wine problem; and when Jesus gives her into the keeping of the beloved 

disciple when He is dying on the cross. Mary’s last appearance is in Acts 

chapter one, just before Pentecost.   

 

Mary obviously joined the early Church, but her role was never one of 

teaching and preaching, and indeed she remained so much in the background 

that nothing more about her is known for certain. Both Ephesus and 

Jerusalem have claimed to be the place of her death.    

 

Mary, chosen to be the mother of Jesus Christ, one who is both God and 

Man, holds a unique place in the history of mankind. Down the centuries that 

have followed, the Church has paid special honour to Mary – and well 

deserved it is.  “All generations shall call me blessed…”   
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Annual Report 

 

About The Michael Project 

The Michael Project is a ministry of River of Life church in Zimbabwe that 

works within the community to reach children at risk by coming alongside 

families to help them protect and care for orphans and vulnerable children. 

We run 3 pre-schools for disadvantaged communities (including children 

accompanying their incarcerated mothers at Chikurubi Maximum Security 

Prison) and a transitional home for children in need of emergency care. We 

also run workshops and courses to equip people on issues to do with 

adoption and foster care. Our efforts all serve the ultimate desire to see 

children REMAINING in, being REUNIFIED with, or REGAINING a 

FOREVER FAMILY. 

General feedback on 2021 

A much better year than 2020 in terms of the Covid 19 pandemic and 

subsequent lockdowns, 2021 saw The Michael Project operating  at near 

capacity. Our preschools were open for at least 6 months of the year, giving 

the children and their parents a welcome break from distance learning. The 

much anticipated Bridge to Bezi cycle challenge, which raised funds for the 

refurbishment of Chikurubi Preschool, went ahead successfully. 

Furthermore, we were able to resume our family tracing and reunification 

programs and hold 50% of our advocacy workshops in person, all crucial 

activities which further our vision of seeing each child in a forever family. 

Pre-schools 

The `Michael Project helps children REMAIN in families by working in the 

communities in which they live, providing them with quality education and 

meeting their nutritional, spiritual and emotional needs.  We do this by 

running 3 Pre-schools, one in Wingate for farmworkers' children, another in 

Greystone Park for children of domestic workers and lastly a Pre-school and 

Day Care Center at Chikurubi Female Prison for children who are born in 

or accompany their mothers to prison. 

In person teaching comprised 50% of learning time in 2021 while the rest was 

made up by distance learning. For distance learning, parents of our pupils 

collected craft packs and worksheets every fortnight.  
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The children would work on these and return them for marking and 

collection of new packs. The teachers offered additional support and 

instruction  via video and audio files sent to the parents' mobile phones. 

Unfortunately, not all the children were able to participate in distance 

learning. Some parents' work schedules did not allow them time to collect 

worksheets and to guide the children through their work. Furthermore, a 

few children spent the lockdown at their rural homes, too far to travel for 

collection of learning packs. The lockdown also prevented the inmates' 

children from participating in distance learning. 

During the lockdown, families at risk of food insecurity were identified and 

provided with monthly grocery support. Up to 40 families were supported in 

this way. The children living in prison were also provided with food support 

during the months that the schools were closed. 

Shalom Home 

We are pleased to report that Shalom has successfully transitioned  from 

being a children's home where children stay indefinitely to a transitional home 

of children in need of emergency care.   

At Shalom, sanctuary is provided for children in crisis and in need of care 

when the safety net of their families of origin fails them. Research indicates 

that up to 80% of children in residential care homes have traceable relatives 

and that has spurred The Michael Project's efforts to REUNIFY eligible 

children with suitable relatives.  We partner the Social Welfare authorities in 

family tracing and engagement, to ensure that the transition back to biological 

families is as swift and safe as possible. Ongoing support for reunified children, 

is provided by way of school fees, grocery and medical assistance as need be. 

When family tracing or reunification is not possible the Michael Project helps 

children REGAIN a family by advocating for foster care and adoption.  

Practical guidance and assistance through the process is our way of ensuring 

that each child’s placement journey is a successful one where restorative 

connections are made and strengthened to help the children heal from their 

trauma.  

Shalom Home Statistics 2021 

Item Number 

Children in residence at the beginning of 2021 20 

Children at the end of the year 17 

Children reunited 6 

New Children taken in 3 
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ADOPTION and FOSTER CARE Support 

To fulfil our vision of a loving family for every child The Michael Project is 

engaged in adoption and foster care advocacy. We canvas for, counsel, and 

walk alongside families who wish to foster or adopt. We also provide ongoing 

spiritual and material support after children have been placed with their new 

families. Here are some notable statistics resulting from our advocacy work 

in 2021: 

Adoption and Forster Care Statistics 2021 

Item Number 

Children adopted 4 

Children fostered 5 

Foster families awaiting registration 4 

Adoptive families awaiting registration 24 

 

We run workshops and courses to support families who embark on the 

journey of Adoption or foster care namely, The Invite In, a workshop that 

helps families & individuals navigate the process of becoming Places of Safety, 

Foster or Adoptive parents and The Connection Course, a 12-week 

course that equips current or prospective adoptive/foster parents and 

caregivers with tools to build healing connections with children who have 

experienced trauma and/or loss. 

THE MICHAEL PROJECT MANAGEMENT TEAM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
 

  

Simba and Barbara Pfupajena - Project 

Coordinators 

Simba and Barbara are adoptive parents with a 

passion for capacitating families to become a 

haven for children.  Prior to joining TMP Simba 

worked as an internal auditor. He holds a BCom 

in Internal Audit. Barbara worked for many years 

in administration. She holds a BA in Health 

Sciences and Social Services and a BSc in 

Nursing Science. 

 Rephat Nyarenda - Pastor  

Rephat is a foster parent with a passion to raise 

foster and adoptive parents across the country. He 

is a graduate of the Hatfield Bible College, South 

Africa. 
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THE SECRET GARDEN 

 

 

Around 1995 some of us were surprised to hear from Michael Skinner (one 

time honorary curate of All Saints’ and subsequently Vicar of St. Andrew’s, 

Orpington) that there was a garden, originally part of that belonging to the 

then Verger’s bungalow, behind a very overgrown hedge opposite the new 

church entrance. 

 

‘Garden’ was an optimistic description of what lay behind the hedge – a mass 

of shoulder high, well nigh impenetrable brambles and nettles was revealed 

once we’d managed to get in.  However, the potential could be seen - if only 

we could clear the ground.  A small group of us started digging but we 

couldn’t make much headway and eventually had to call in a professional with 

a digger to clear the worst of it.   

 

After levelling, grass was sown and two flower beds created on the upper 

level by Michael Harrington and planted with shrubs chosen by St. Michael’s 

Guild.  The PCC agreed that the wall dividing the two levels should be 

repaired together with the steps. 

 

Mowing and maintenance was at first undertaken by volunteers from the 

church but grass cutting was then contracted to Graham Twinham and 

general maintenance is now carried out by the gardening group at All Saints’. 

 

Four benches in memory of Denis Upshall, Fred Cole, Bernice Schofield and 

Rose Gipp have provided some welcome seating and the decision to replace 

the old hedge with green railings has enhanced the garden and dealt with the 

problem of vandalism. 

 

Years later it is difficult to imagine St. Nicholas garden as it was in 1995; it is 

now being used by the Nursery School as well as on other occasions for 

wedding photographs, strawberry teas, May Queen dancing and church 

events.    

 

Maggie Dawson 
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PHILIP MOSETTIG 

HANDYMAN  
NO JOB  TOO SMALL 

FREE QUOTE  

GENERAL HOUSEHOLD 

MAINTENANCE  

PAINTING & DECORATING 

GARDENING  

HONEST AND RELIABLE 

  

TEL 07504519586 

philipmosettig@yahoo.co.uk 
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FOCUS 

The Goddington Estate was the subject of a fascinating illustrated talk by 

Patrick Hellicar . Patrick’s painstaking research threw light on the history of 

the Goddington Manor and it’s occupants stretching back to the Middle Ages. 

It is felt that the house would have been a large farmhouse originally and the 

building, as a home, changed considerably over the centuries. Today it is made 

up of several apartments and remains a large handsome – looking residence 

alongside the park. One photograph shown was of a herd of cows grazing in 

pasture in front of the house. It is difficult to recall all the details of ownership 

over the years, but stayed loosely within branches of the same family until in 

1871 when it went on the market and was bought by Henry Hohler, a banker, 

who sold it to George Hallett who died in 1873. It then went to his sister, 

Emily Caroline Hallett, who gifted it to Alexander Miller Hallett, who gave 

the house it’s mock Tudor / Arts and Crafts look. In 1931 it was sold to a 

builder to be turned into flats. His two daughters inherited and they handed 

the building to the Methodist minister’s Building Society until 2011. The 

sisters continued to live in one of the apartments. In 1952 Sundridge 

Investments bought into the property, refurbishing and adding another two 

flats. 

Much of the history of the estate is outlined in “ The Chelsfield Chronicles 

1450 -1920” , a book by the local historian, Geoffrey Copus. 

We thank Patrick for a very interesting afternoon. He has kindly agreed to 

include details of the family ownership to add to this overview, which are set 

out as follows: 

GODDINGTON’S OWNERS THROUGH THE AGES 

Simon de Godyngton held Goddington in the late 1200s/early 1300s. On 

his death it passed to his descendant John de Godyngton and by 1347 was 

in the hands of John’s son, William. In 1370 Alan de Godyngton was in 

possession. 

When the de Godyngtons died out, the manor fell to the Poynings family. 

Robert, younger son of Robert Lord Poynings, died possessed of it 

around 1470. His son, Edward, then inherited the estate. Edward died in 

1521 and, as his only son had pre-deceased him, Goddington went to the 

Haddon family, who held it until the late 17th century. 

James Styles, a large landowner locally, then bought the estate. When he 

died in 1710 his property descended to his only child, John, who passed away 

in 1726, unmarried, childless and without making a will.  
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After a long, complicated court case, Mary Aynscomb from Nutfield in 

Surrey inherited Goddington in 1733 together with land at the St Mary Cray 

end of Orpington and Lilley’s Farm at Chelsfield. 

Mary died in 1755 leaving all her property to two of her sons, James and 

Anthony, but Anthony sold his half to James. James married Mary Minshaw 

and they had one child – a daughter, also called Mary, who married James 

Harris from Erith in 1787. 

When Mary’s mother died in 1793, young Mary (Harris) inherited everything. 

At her death in 1846 it was all divided equally between her three sons – 

James, John and George. James was bequeathed Goddington with its 250 

acres and continued to live and farm there until he sold out in 1871. 

Henry Hohler, a banker’s agent, owned the estate briefly before selling it 

on to George Hallett, an antimony refiner, who died in 1873. As his wife 

had pre-deceased him, they had no children and the elder of his two sisters 

had already died, he left Goddington to his surviving sister, Emily Hallett.  

Just before Emily’s death in 1892 she gifted the house and estate to her 

“adopted nephew” Alexander Miller-Hallett, who was also an antimony 

refiner in Rotherhithe and owned Gravel Pit Farm, which abutted 

Goddington. 

Parts of the estate were auctioned in 1919 and 1929 and in 1931 the 

remainder was divided for sale as development lots. Goddington House went 

as one lot with four and a half acres while Orpington Urban District Council 

acquired a large swathe of the land to create Goddington Park. 

The buyer of Goddington House was Samuel Glanfield, a builder, who 

divided the property into flats. When he died, a widower, in 1952, his two 

daughters, Lilian and Ethel, inherited the house and they held it for the next 

30 years before gifting it to the Methodist Ministers’ Housing Society. 

The Society sold it in 2012 to a development company called Sundridge 

Investments, which renamed then property Goldington Manor, created 

extra flats within the house and is now building two detached homes in the 

grounds. 

The next meeting will be on Thursday 12th May when Jim Halligan will 

talk on “Twenty-first century revelations on the death of Richard III”.  

Everyone is welcome to join us at 2.00pm. 

Joy Nettleton 
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OUT AND ABOUT ON THE ROADS? 

 

REMEMBER THE NEW HIGHWAY CODE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When did you last read the Highway Code?  Various ‘fundamental’ changes 

were recently made which will surely affect you.   

For example, there is a new hierarchy of road users, where drivers now have 

new responsibilities to watch out for people who are walking, cycling, or 

riding a horse.   

Another example is that cyclists are now advised to cycle in the centre of 

lanes in slower-moving traffic.  

Finally, do you even know how best to open your car door? According to 

the Highway Code, you should use your hand on the opposite side to the 

door you are opening; for example, use your left hand to open a door on 

your right-hand side. This will make you turn your head to look over your 

shoulder. You are then more likely to avoid causing injury to cyclists or 

motorcyclists passing you on the road, or to people on the pavement. 

Read the new rules at:  https://www.gov.uk/guidance/the-highway-code 

 

  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/the-highway-code
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COMMONWEALTH DAY OBSERVANCE SERVICE 

 

 

You will recall last month that Marion Cunningham told us the heart-warming 

story of when she was invited to the Commonwealth Day Service at 

Westminster Abbey some twenty years ago. 

 

At the time, she had been unable to locate the photograph of the Bromley 

Valley Gymnastic team who performed at that service.  This has now been 

rectified and I thought it only fitting that we should share the photo with you. 

 

 

 
 

 

You will remember that the four men later became World Champions.  

The oldest has retired, and is now an accountant for M&S.  The other three 

were head-hunted by Cirque du Soleil and still travel the world with that 

peerless company. 

Thank you Marion. 
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COFFEE BREAK WORDSEARCH 

 
FIND THE HIGHLIGHTED WORDS IN THE GRID 

 

A prayer for Ukraine 

 
Lord, we pray for Ukraine, a nation in which 70% of the population call 

themselves Christian. You, Lord, make wars cease to the end of the earth; 

you break bows, shatter spears, and burn shields with fire [Psalm 46:9]. 

And so, we ask you now to save the lives of many people in Ukraine.       

De-escalate this crisis. We hear of wars and rumours of wars (Matt. 24:6], 

but you Lord are our rock, our fortress and our deliverer.  Our hope is 

in you. And so we address the nations now. In the name of Jesus we say: 

“Be still and know God! He is exalted among the nations; He shall be exalted 

in the earth [Psalm 46:10].  Kyrie eleison – Lord have mercy. 
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CHILDREN’S CORNER 

 

 

A STORY CROSSWORD 
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THE LIGHTER SIDE 
 

 
 
 

Directions 

The Revd Billy Graham told of an encounter early in his ministry, when he 

had arrived for a preaching mission in a small town. Wanting to post a letter, 

he asked a young boy in the street where the post office was. After the boy 

told him, Billy Graham thanked him, and added: “Son, if you come along to 

the Baptist church this evening, you can hear me telling everyone how to get 

to heaven.” 

The boy looked doubtful. “The way to Heaven? But you can’t even find the 

post office.” 

 

The drums of Borneo 

A missionary went to Borneo and settled in a remote clearing in the forest 

of Sumatra, where he could build a church. But at dusk on the very first day, 

the missionary was startled by the sound of tribal drums in the distance. As 

the minutes passed, the drums got louder. His guide looked uneasy. “I don’t 

like the sound of those drums,” he said. 

Soon dusk turned to evening, and the drums got even louder, and much 

closer. The guide kept glancing around him. He said again to the missionary, 

“I don’t like the sound of those drums.” 

Evening turned to night. The two men sat close to their fire, listening to the 

approaching drums. Soon it was obvious that the drummers must be almost 

upon them. The guide said again, “I really don’t like the sound of those 

drums.” 

With that, the drums abruptly stopped. There was a brief silence. Then an 

aggrieved voice came out of the darkness: “Hey man, he’s not our regular 

drummer!” 
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GROUPS AND SOCIETIES 

Choir Practice Adult choir - practice takes place on Fridays  
                    at 7.30 p.m (except August) 

Junior choir - practice takes place on Sundays 
                    at 10.45 a.m (except August) 

 
Bible Reading Fellowship BRF Notes are available on request. 

Contact: Maggie Dawson - 01689 823857 
 

Children’s Society Contact: Anne Spencer - 01689 601753 

 
Gardening Group This group meets on Thursdays at 10 am until 

12.30 pm (weather permitting). 
Contact: David House - 01689 828037 

 
Church Mission Society Contact: Richard Newson - 01689 821445 

 
Midweek Communion This takes place every Wednesday at 10 am in 

the Old Church followed by refreshments 
 

Focus This group is open to all women and meet on 
the second Thursday of each month at 2 p.m 

in the Old Church 
Contact:  Anne Spencer - 01689 601753 

 
Julian Group This group is open to all and meet on the third 

Tuesday of each month at 2 p.m  

Contact: Vanessa Dixon - 01689 851767 
 

Out of Focus This social group is open to all men and meet 
approximately  every two months to chat and 

arrange outings 
Contact: David House - 01689 828037 

 
St Michael’s Guild The guild decorate the Church throughout 

the year including weddings and funerals. They 
can arrange pedestals for members of the 

congregation to celebrate an anniversary, 
birthday or in memory of a loved one. 

Contact:  Margaret Lovett - 01689 831667 
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