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Quality Home Help Service 

Cleaning - Laundry - Ironing- Shopping 

Running Errands - Companionship 

 

Call Lena on : 0203 609 2417 

www.marigoldseniorsupport.com 

P A C E Y’s 
The Garden Shop 

Garden Machinery and Tools 

Sales and Servicing. 

71 Chislehurst Rd, Orpington,  
BR6 0DQ 

FREE collection and delivery 

01689 834208 
Email: info@paceymowers.co.uk 

http://www.marigoldseniorsupport.com/
mailto:info@paceymowers.co.uk
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ORPINGTON PARISH CHURCH 
Top of Church Hill (off High Street). Other entrances and car parks in Bark Hart Rd 

Follow us on Facebook at All Saints’ Orpington. 

Vicar:  The Rev’d George M Rogers 

   1a Keswick Road, Orpington, BR6 0EU 

   Tel: 01689 824624 

Website:  www.allsaintsorpington.org.uk 

Faith Online:  01689 495014 – Listen to extracts from our Services 

Lay Ministers:  Pam Mercer  Tel: 01689 821171 

   Abi Hiscock    Tel: 01689 898329 

Pastoral Assistant:           Sheila Anderson  Tel: 07957 218706 

Churchwardens:  John Pentlow  Tel: 01689 815772  

   Duncan Hellicar  Tel: 01689 871026  

Assistant Wardens: Malcolm Dixon     Tel: 01689 851767 

                                     Gill Sinclair       Tel: 01689 875702 

                                     Denis Reidy    Tel: 01689 607202 

Children and   Mandy Turner    Email: rr.turner@ntlworld.com 

Young People:  Catherine King  Email: youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com  

   Cathy Hussey  Tel:  01689 821632 

Director of Music:      Phoebe Tak Man Chow   Email:  takmanchow@gmail.com 

Parish Administrator  Karen Kelly   Tel: 01689 832031 

Church Office  Monday-Friday: 9.30 to 12.30  Closed on Wednesdays 
   Bark Hart Road, Orpington. BR6 0QD  

   Tel: 01689 832031  Email: allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 

Parochial Church Council 

 Secretary: Gill Sinclair  Tel: 01689 875702 

 Treasurer: Tim Birse   Tel: 01689 836392 

Safeguarding Officer Gill Sinclair   Tel: 01689 875702.  

Planned Giving Recorder: David Laker  Tel: 01689 834820  

Book of Remembrance: Jenni Sargent  Tel: 01689 826547 

Sacristan:  Malcolm & Vanessa Dixon:   Tel: 01689 851767  

Magazine Editor:              Gill Sinclair  Email: gillsinclair@outlook.com 

Caretaker:                         David House  Tel: 07956 101189 

Special Facilities:              Loop system for the deaf - set to position ‘T’ on hearing aids. 

                Ramp into church. Wheelchair access. Toilet for the disabled. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   SUNDAY SERVICES  8.00am Holy Communion  BCP 

    9.30am Parish Eucharist  CW 

   On certain Festivals  6.30pm Choral Evensong  BCP 

   Wednesday    10.00am Eucharist  CW 

   Monday to Friday   9.00am Morning Prayer  CW 

Major Saints’ Days as announced in the diary 

http://www.allsaintsorpington.org.uk/
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NOTICEBOARD 

 
  

 ALL SAINTS’ PRAYING FOR ALL STREETS 

This month we are praying for the following streets in the 

Parish: 

            Broad Walk            Goodmead Road  
     Oatfield Road     Eastling House     Westwell Close 

May the love of Jesus abide in your homes and with your families 

 

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU 

We are praying for all those whose birthdays are this month, 

especially: 

Pam Mercer 

May the light of Jesus shine through you on your Birthday 

 

 

 

FAITH ONLINE – Telephone 01689 495014 to listen to 

extracts from the Sunday and Wednesday Services by 

choosing from the options available. 

 

 

 

FOLLOW OUR SERVICES:  The following link takes you 

directly to the video page of All Saints' Facebook and from 

there you can choose which video to watch. You do not need 

to have a Facebook account – 
https://www.facebook.com/AllSaintsOrpington/videos/?ref=page_internal 

 

 ANY CHURCH MEMBER IN NEED OF HELP please 

contact John Pentlow who will try to co-ordinate help for you. 

 

 JUNE’S MAGAZINE Please send your articles to Gill by 

Sunday 20 May 2021 at gillsinclair@outlook.com 

 

 THANK YOU – Carol Woodman would like to extend her 

thanks to Anne Spencer who has accompanied her to her 

many hospital appointments in the last few months.  A true 

friend, thank you Anne. 

  

https://www.facebook.com/AllSaintsOrpington/videos/?ref=page_internal
mailto:gillsinclair@outlook.com
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THE LAST WORD 

 

Logos—Greek for word of God, wisdom, computation, reckoning, measure, 

sum-total, esteem, consideration, value, relation, correspondence, 

proportion, explanation, inward debate of the soul, continuous statement, 

narrative, particular utterance, expression, speech, plea, pretext, ground, 

theory, argument, rule of conduct, principle, law, reason, formula (ten 

commandments), tradition, relationality through the person of Christ—the 

Word of God, the Holy Spirit of whom illumines the codified writings called 

Holy Scripture.   

This community lives by the word of God, no other is needed. This word is 

given to the community through human agents whose task it is to make clear 

the purposes of God through the word they speak. They are to do so in and 

out of season, remaining faithful to their task whether the word is welcomed 

or not. What Moses said to Israel echoes to us today: we are to live by every 

word that comes from the mouth of God. The Church’s very identity is built 

around the dynamic presence of God’s word amongst us to form us, free us 

in relations amongst ourselves through Christ, to sustain us in all of the 

challenges and threats we will encounter in life.  

This assertion is difficult to live by. There has always been the temptation to 

live by another word, another power source, another means of identity. The 

temptation to seek words that comfort rather than confront, words that side 

with cultural and political preferences rather than question their validity, 

words that are toned down to make accommodation—rather than words 

that may disturb or discomfort. To fall into this temptation is to ignore our 

call as God’s people, not only as those who know God’s word, but as those 

who bear God’s word by what we say and how we live. When we abandon 

that word which forms us and gives us our identity, we stop being the people 

of God. 

There are times when knowledge is not enough. There is a higher principle 

that must be at work in the community of the word than mere knowledge of 

it, even superior knowledge. This principle is relationality—to God and 

others through his Holy Covenant: a place where the spirit behind the word 

makes itself present. Recall that St Mark tells us of this in the story of the 

exorcism in the synagogue in Capernaum. Jesus is teaching on the Sabbath. 

As he does, his teaching is met with astonishment.  

There is an authority about his word that has a ring of truth unlike any other 

teacher they’ve heard. Jesus speaks as though the truth of this word were his 

very own—nothing but the truth.    
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In the midst of their astonishment, a man possessed by a demon cries out, 

“Jesus of Nazareth, have you come to destroy us?” In the pain of recognition 

he shouts, “I know who you are, the Holy One of God.” We know the rest. 

Jesus silences and exorcises the demon, leaving the man convulsed on the 

ground. St Mark—unlike the other Gospel writers—does not tell us what 

Jesus was teaching or what Jesus said to the demon to cast him out. He 

doesn’t tell us anything more about the man who had been possessed.   

Instead St Mark presents us with the witness’s curious question in the wake 

of the demon’s departure: “What is this?  A new teaching—with authority!” 

The question means nothing unless we hear it as a proclamation intended for 

those reading this story. St Mark is telling us that the power by which the 

demon was cast out is the very same power at work in Jesus’ words, in his 

teaching. St Mark will continue to speak of Jesus stilling a storm, raising a dead 

girl, feeding a hungry crowd, curing an epileptic and cursing a fig tree—all as 

a way of demonstrating the power of Christ’s word in the community that 

bears his name.        

Jesus has entered a world where the demonic power of evil cripples, 

alienates, distorts and destroys life, in order to silence, bind and cast it out. 

His words have that power. But knowing about those words—even knowing 

them—is not enough. We must understand them as God’s word to us, God’s 

word for us, God’s word in us, so that they engage us and begin to silence, 

bind and cast out those demons that cripple, alienate, distort and rob us and 

those around us of life.  

The Rev’d George M Rogers 

 

 

 

 

 

PARISH REGISTERS 

April 2021 

 

  BURIAL/CREMATIONS: 

 

      We extend our love and sympathy to Mary’s family and friends 

  

Burial – 21st April Mary Gentillia Lamb (82) 

  



8 

 

YOUNG SAINTS 

 

Young Saints celebrated Easter with a virtual Easter egg hunt. The 

children had fun finding 12 eggs hidden in each of 4 garden 

pictures.  We then talked about the events of Holy Week using 

eggs containing different items. As a craft, we made donkeys to 

remind us of Palm Sunday. 

We were in church for Easter Sunday itself then back on zoom to learn about 

Jesus appearing to his disciples after he had risen from the dead. We have 

continued to enjoy singing together and discovered the new one shown 

below. 

From 18th April, we will be meeting again in the Church Hall on Sunday 

mornings during the 9.30 service. Everyone is welcome to join us! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

God’s not dead, no!  He’s alive! 

God’s not dead, no!  He’s alive! 

God’s not dead, no!  He’s alive! 

And I know he’s living in me! 

I can feel it in my hands, 

I can feel it in my feet, 

I can feel it in the air, 

I can feel it everywhere, 

I can feel it in the church, 

I can feel it in the street, 

And I know he’s living in me! 

 

Catherine King 
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CLOSE CONNECTION TO ALL SAINTS’ 

My mother, May Lammas, recently passed away 

and we are in the process of sorting through the 

house and going through 97 years of her love for 

keeping and collecting things!  We came across 

this photograph which I thought I would share 

with you as you may find it interesting. 

It is of my father, John Lammas, with his older 

brother James, who were both choristers at All 

Saints’, with their father, our grandfather, 

Thomas, who was Verger.  

My father later became Churchwarden at All Saints’, and James went on to 

sing in the choir at Westminster Abbey and sang at the Coronation of Queen 

Elizabeth. 

The photo was taken at the West door. 

Sue Lammas 

 
Dear Foodbank Supporters 

The items below are currently the most needed:  

Tinned Tomatoes : Cold Meat : Desserts : Tinned Soup : Tinned Fish 

Tinned Rice Pudding : Biscuits : Washing Up Liquid : Toilet Rolls 

Washing Detergent Capsules 

PLEASE NOTE:  

There has been a problem recently with people leaving frozen food in the 

collection point at Sainsburys in Orpington.   Foodbank cannot accept chilled 

or frozen food.   Also no baby milk please as Foodbank is not allowed to give 

it out.  The warehouse will be closed for the two Bank Holiday’s in May: 

  Monday 3rd May and Monday 31st May. 

Thank you for your continuing support 

Vanessa Dixon 

Foodbank Volunteer 
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MY THREE POST-COVID DESIRES 

 

1. Hold my wife’s hand 

2. Give my children and grandchildren a cuddle 

3. Resurrect Spontaneity 

 

This year, my dear wife Jenny and I will have been married for 56 years. 

Jenny, as many know, was taken from me three years ago when she 

contracted a severe form of Dementia. 

She is in the best of care at her new home in Bexleyheath but I have neither 

seen her nor, more importantly, held her hand for over a year! 

Her Carers, and the medical staff, assure me that Covid causes her no pain 

or grief, as her memory bank is totally empty and she will not have been 

aware of any change in her life.  In simple terms, I am reliably informed that 

she survives in her own, closed to the world ‘bubble’. 

Her family and I give thanks for her care but still ask the question - how do 

we really know what is going on in her own world?  She may not be able to 

show recognition of anything or anybody but somewhere in her head she 

may have her own personal communication system that brings her pleasure 

without being able to demonstrate that pleasure to others? 

I could have risked a visit early on under Covid rules but am so thankful I did 

not take that risk.  

The Home has now officially opened its doors to certain visitors including 

close family members. I could visit but, I am not allowed to touch. I have to 

be tested, to dress in gown and mask, to remain two metres distant and 

communicate by shouting through the mask!  No thank you. 

When I have my second vaccine and the three-week incubation period has 

passed, then I might take the risk! 

We may have been apart for three years but I still love her so much that it 

hurts.  I cry regularly and expect to do so for years to come. 

Meanwhile, Covid separates us —— for now! 
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But when I feel the time is right I shall 

hold that hand and squeeze it tight and 

hold it close. We shall be together again 

as we have been for 56 years and I shall 

pray that somewhere in her own world 

something stirs and forces a smile on 

her face and I can say thank you God, 

she knows it’s me. 

 

NEXT ON THE LIST 

My oldest grandchild is now 21 and a beautiful young woman. My youngest 

grandchild is 8 and an equally beautiful young lady. Between them lie five 

others, three regrettably in far-off Australia. 

My eldest child is a young 54, closely followed by two others of 52 and the 

baby who is still to reach his 50th next year. 

All need a cuddle, I need a cuddle, and all need to be re-united as a Family 

with Covid-free restrictions. 

I have been fortunate that one group was able to form my ‘bubble’ and their 

presence in my life has been a godsend but come the day when we can all 

gather as a Family group and to spend Covid-free time together is my second 

priority. 

AND FINALLY 

I long for the day when my diary reads ‘free day’ and I can take an instant 

decision to visit the coast, a museum, a heritage railway, to meet friends for 

lunch in their local restaurant. To do what I want to do when I want to do 

it! 

Yes, it is being selfish but it’s what Covid has prevented. 

Yes, I want to be selfish again. To throw off my chains, to be free to travel, 

to meet, to talk, to hold my wife’s hand, to give thanks for being alive but 

most of all to see the greener grass on the other side of Goddington Park!! 

Dave Scrivener 

  



12 

 

GOOD NEWS! 

ACTIVITIES IN THE CHURCH HALL  

ARE BEGINNING TO OPEN 

 

 

DANCE FUSION'S TAPSOLUTE BEGINNERS  

returns 20th May:  6.30 pm - 7.30pm 

Join our fun, friendly adult Tap Beginner group to learn & develop 

fundamental tap steps at a gentle pace, through practice exercises and stylish, 

rhythmic dance routines.  Places limited until lockdown lifts; enquire or book 

a place via Dance Fusion 07973 559158 or dance-fusion@outlook.com 

Temporary website: https://sites.google.com/view/dancefusion4all/about-us 
 

 

DANCE FUSION'S STRICTLY FABULOUS DANCING 

new for 20th May:  7.40pm  - 8.40pm 

This new class to our timetable fuses fabulous ballroom & latin style routines 

with all the things we love about our existing Dance Fit class! Find your 

sparkle in this fun, dance-based exercise class in which you can enjoy 

the essence of the waltz, american smooth, quickstep, jive, salsa, tango, paso 

doble, musical theatre, rumba, cha-cha-cha (of course) and many 

more. Places limited until lockdown lifts; enquire & book via Dance Fusion 

07973 559158 or dance-fusion@outlook.com 

Temporary website: https://sites.google.com/view/dancefusion4all/about-us 

 

 

SLIMMING WORLD 

I am the slimming world consultant at our beloved All Saints’ Church.  I run 

two groups: one on Monday evenings and the other on Saturday mornings. 

 

Would you like to find out how you can lose weight without feeling hungry? 

 

You can find out how you can eat all your favourite foods - 

Curry, Chinese, Roast Dinner, Full English –  

with just slight adjustments. 

 

Please contact me on 07841 366244. It’s a lovely group, filled with amazing 

members.  I look forward to hearing from you. 

Toni 

  

mailto:dance-fusion@outlook.com
https://sites.google.com/view/dancefusion4all/about-us
mailto:dance-fusion@outlook.com
https://sites.google.com/view/dancefusion4all/about-us
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

Now that we are gradually coming out of lockdown, we are starting to open 

our activities.   More details will follow in the following months, but these are 

tentative dates for you to note in your diary. 

 

The Social & Fundraising Team will be holding 

another virtual Quiz via Zoom on 15 June 2021 

at 7.30 p.m (£5 to join in the fun). 

More details will follow next month….watch this 

space. 

************************ 

PARISH BARBECUE:  We are hoping that our Parish 

Barbecue will be able to go ahead on 9 July 2021 at 6.30 

p.m for 6.45 p.m.  Tickets will be £7 for adults.  More 

details next month, but everyone will be welcome and we 

will at last be able to give George and Yun Lee an All Saints’ 

welcome to the Parish. 

************************* 

COCKNEY SING-ALONG WITH TOM CARRADINE 

ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH HALL 

Saturday 23 October 2021 – 7.30 pm 

Adults £15 – Children £7 :  

Ticket price includes a light supper 

 

We are writing this amidst the vaccination programme being rolled out and 

the hope that the roadmap laid out for us by the Government will work.  

There are concerns about a third wave of Coronavirus coming from Europe 

but we are hoping that it will not wash up on our shores. 

As you may remember, we had organised a Cockney Sing-Along evening with 

Tom Carradine back in 2020 and have been forced by the Covid restrictions 

to postpone it.  We are delighted that Tom has agreed to come to us on 23 

October.  So, please, put that date in your diary and let’s hope that the 

evening can go ahead as planned as it will be so good to meet together for a 

giggle and some singing!   At the moment, it may seem a long way ahead but 

what’s the use of worrying?!  We will get there! 
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Live-In Home Care 
 

We are a family owned and run agency specialising in 

live-in care, with over 30 years experience in the care 

sector.  

  

We offer an alternative to residential care, providing our 

clients with one to one live-in care, enabling them to 

remain in the comfort and security of their own home. 
  

We are based in Tunbridge Wells, Kent and provide live-in 

services to clients in the local areas of Kent and Sussex. 

 

 

  

Tel: 01892 518400  

www.bespokecarecompany.co.uk 
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FULL DRY CLEANING, LAUNDRY AND ALTERATION 

SERVICE 

FREE REMOVAL AND REHANGING SERVICE WITH 

ALL CURTAINS CLEANED 

  

TELEPHONE: 01689 828149 

PHILIP MOSETTIG 

HANDYMAN  

NO JOB  TOO SMALL 

FREE QUOTE  

GENERAL HOUSEHOLD 

MAINTENANCE  

PAINTING & DECORATING 

GARDENING  

HONEST AND RELIABLE 

  

TEL 07504519586 

philipmosettig@yahoo.co.uk 
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REMEMBERING PRINCE PHILIP, DUKE OF EDINBURGH 

1921 – 2021 

A LIFE OF SERVICE 

 

Prince Philip of Greece and Denmark was born on the island of Corfu in 

1921, but had a difficult childhood.  He was only 18 months old when his 

family were forced to flee their home, after a military coup meant it was no 

longer safe to stay in Greece.  The family were effectively homeless but 

eventually settled in Paris, where they rented a house from a relative. But 

when Philip was eight years old his mother was diagnosed with paranoid 

schizophrenia.  With his parents separated, he moved around boarding 

schools in Britain, eventually settling at Gordonstoun in Scotland.  Many 

argued it was his school days that would shape Philip into the man he became, 

with its emphasis on the great outdoors and team work. 

While his military career is at times forgotten or overlooked, it was eventful.  

When the Second World War broke out, Philip was first sent to the Indian 

Ocean and then to the Mediterranean, where he served on HMS Valiant.  He 

was mentioned in dispatches for operating the ship's searchlight during the 

Battle of Cape Matapan against the Italians.  In 1942 he was promoted to 

lieutenant aged just 21. He was stationed on a ship in the Bay of Tokyo on 

the day the Japanese surrendered. 

His marriage would really place him at the centre of national life. It was before 

the war started, while he was training with the Navy, that he would meet his 

future wife.  During a royal visit he was asked to escort King George VI and 

his wife and two daughters, including Princess Elizabeth.  The couple stayed 

in touch during the war by writing letters.  

  

https://news.sky.com/topic/prince-philip-6605
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While Philip in subsequent years was seen as a loyal and supportive husband, 

early on some were uncertain about their relationship and didn't believe he 

was the best match for the princess.  In 1947 they got engaged, and married 

in the November, cheered on by huge crowds as the nation celebrated. 

When his wife became Queen following the death of her father, Prince 

Philip's life would change forever. He was expected to give up his naval 

career, and as a male consort it was unclear exactly what his role should be.  

But he shaped his own path, becoming a keen advocate for British business 

and promoting UK industry around the world.  He was also committed to 

environmental issues. Incredibly, over the decades he supported 800 different 

charities, but many would argue his Duke of Edinburgh's award scheme was 

one of his greatest achievements. 

Peter Westgarth, the head of the scheme, said: "Three hundred thousand 

young people are doing this award at any one time and what they're getting 

is this life-changing experience.  The Duke's relationship with young people 

was actually quite a surprising thing, the way in which he engaged with young 

people when he met with them was extraordinary to see." 

The Queen may have been head of state but it was widely acknowledged that 

Prince Philip was head of the family.  His children and grandchildren described 

him as a man everyone felt they could turn to.  His daughter Princess Anne 

said: "Lots of members of the family would always find him a good sounding 

board. But it was always done very quietly and he would never talk to anyone 

else about his conversations." 

He was also a constant figure of support for his wife. It was Philip who was 

partly credited with helping to modernise the monarchy and make the family 

more accessible, for example by encouraging his wife to conduct walkabouts 

on visits both in the UK and abroad. 

The 1990s were difficult times for the couple as they saw their children 

getting divorced and had to deal with the backlash after the death of Princess 

Diana.  They were widely criticised for staying in Scotland with their 

grandsons William and Harry, and not returning to London. When a woman 

in the crowd said, "Look after the boys ma'am", Prince Philip appeared to 

snap back: "That's what we have been doing".  It has been said that Prince 

William was reluctant to walk behind his mother's coffin, but it was the Duke 

of Edinburgh who encouraged him to do so, saying he would walk alongside 

him. 

  

https://news.sky.com/topic/queen-5917
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Those who knew him best will forever remember him for his sense of fun. 

He was said to have a great sense of humour and at garden parties was often 

seen making crowds of people laugh.  And who could forget Prince Philip 

bobbing along to the music during the Diamond Jubilee river pageant. The 

day after he was in hospital being treated for a bladder infection. 

Prince Philip was the world's longest-serving consort and for decades an ever 

present figure at the centre of national life.  He was a man who served his 

country, was dedicated to his family and his Queen.  His wife, during their 

Golden Wedding anniversary speech, paid her own tribute to him at the 

London Guildhall in 1997: 

"He is someone who doesn't take easily to compliments, 

but he has, quite simply, been my strength and stay over all 

these years, and I owe him a greater debt than he would 

ever claim, or we shall ever know," she said. 

May he rest in peace and rise in glory. 
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES 

 

Sunday Clubs 

 
 

 

Young Saints 
 

    For all children and young people 

9.30 a.m in the hall 
 

Join us as we have fun learning about Jesus, the Bible 

and Church.  We sing, play games, make things, cook 

and pray together. 

 

 

 

     There is a creche for babies and very young children. 
 

 

Contact: Catherine King or Val Pickering 

  Email: youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 
 

 

Youth Group for Secondary School Children 
Join us as we learn and discuss how the Bible is relevant 

to our everyday lives. 
 

Contact: Mandy Turner 

  Email: rr.turner@ntlworld.com  
 

 All groups come into church in time to join the congregation at the altar to 

receive a communion or blessing and join their parents. 

  

mailto:youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com
mailto:rr.turner@ntlworld.com
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CELEBRATION DAYS FOR MAY 

1st May:  May Day: unbridled merriment 
May is the month when the ancient pagans used to get up to ‘all 

sorts’! The Romans held their festival to honour the mother-
goddess Maia, goddess of nature and growth. (May is named after 

her.) The early Celts celebrated the feast of Beltane, in honour 
of the sun god, Beli.  

For centuries in ‘Olde England’ the people went mad in May. After the hardship 
of winter, and hunger of early Spring, May was a time of indulgence. One Philip 

Stubbes, writing in 1583, was scandalised: ‘for what kissing and bussing, what 
smooching and slabbering one of another, is not practised?’   

Henry VIII went ‘maying’ on many occasions. Then folk would stay out all night 
in the dark rain-warm thickets and return in the morning for dancing on the 

green around the May pole, archery, vaulting, wrestling, and evening bonfires. 

The Protestant reformers took a strong stand against May Day, and in 1644 May 
Day was abolished altogether. Many May poles came down - only to go up again 

at the Restoration, when the first May Day of King Charles’s reign was ‘the 
happiest Mayday that hath been many a year in England’, according to Pepys.   

May Day to most people today brings vague folk memories of a young Queen of 
the May decorated with garlands and streamers and flowers, a May Pole to 

weave, Morris dancing, and the intricacies of well dressing at Tissington in 
Derbyshire.  

May Day is a medley of natural themes such as sunrise, the advent of summer, 
growth in nature, and - since 1833 - Robert Owen’s vision of a millennium in the 

future, beginning on May Day, when there would be no more poverty, injustice 
or cruelty, but harmony and friendship. This is why, in modern times, May Day 

has become Labour Day, which honours the dignity of workers. And until 
recently, in communist countries May Day processions were in honour of the 

achievement of Marxism. 

There has never been a Christian content to May Day, but nevertheless there is 

the well-known 6am service on the top of Magdalen Tower at Oxford where a 
choir sings in the dawn of May Day.  There is something of a sadness about it, 
both in words and tune, as there is about all purely sensuous joy. For May Day 

is not Easter, and the joys it represents have always been earth-bound and 
fleeting. 

15th May:  Matthias the Apostle, called by lots 
Have you ever happened to be in the right place at the right time, 

with certain qualifications, and suddenly realise that God is singling 
you out for a special task? If so, Matthias is a good patron saint for 

you! 
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In Acts 1 (15 – 26) the apostles had a task to do: Judas had betrayed Jesus and 

died, and so a new apostle needed to be chosen. He had to have been a follower 
of Christ from the Baptism to the Ascension, and also a witness of the 

Resurrection in order to qualify.  In the event, the choice fell to one of two: 
Joseph Barsabbas and Matthias. 

Lots were drawn, and Matthias was chosen. How confident he must have felt in 
his calling:  what encouragement that would be when the going got rough in later 

years!  Matthias is thought to have ministered in Cappadocia and even Ethiopia. 
His emblem is usually an axe or halberd, regarded as the instrument of his 

martyrdom. His supposed relics were translated from Jerusalem to Rome by the 
empress Helena. 

23rd May: Pentecost: not a Ghost but a Gift  (By Canon 
David Winter) 

We used to call it Whitsun – ‘White Sunday’ because long ago 
children marched to church in white on that day. No 
processions nowadays, and we’ve even changed its name. It’s 

now ‘Pentecost’, which is more accurate but needs explaining.   

Pentecost marks a vital event in Christian history. It is celebrated 50 days after 

Easter. The year Jesus was crucified (which took place at the Passover), the 
remnant of His followers, just 120 of them, were together in an upper room in 

Jerusalem. They were afraid to show their faces in case the authorities arrested 
them. But on the day of Passover they had an amazing collective experience.  

They described it in terms of wind and fire, a great surge of spiritual energy and 
confidence. Afraid no longer, they burst out on to the streets where crowds 

were gathering for the festival, led by Peter they began to tell them about Jesus 
and His resurrection. As they did so, although many of the people in the crowd 

were foreigners who spoke other languages, everyone heard them in their own 
tongue. Peter told them that what they were seeing was the fulfilment of an old 

prophecy when God would pour out His Spirit on the human race, men and 
women, young and old.  

As a result of His words and the extraordinary spectacle, 3,000 people believed 
and were baptised in the name of Jesus. They were the nucleus of what in 100 
years would be a Church that would turn history upside down. For Christians 

Pentecost is in effect the birthday of the Church.  

Many people find the whole idea of the Holy Spirit mysterious and elusive. It 

wasn’t helped by the earlier title ‘Holy Ghost’. The spirit is not spiritually a ‘ghost’ 
but a precious gift. 
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES  

  

Throughout the week 

  

 
   All Saints’ Tots 
   A friendly and fun group for babies, toddlers and their parents, 

   grandparents and carers.  

  

We meet every Thursday in term time between 10.00-11.30am. 

  

Come and find us at the back of the Church to have a cuppa and a chat whilst the 

little ones play.  

  

Contact: Cathy Hussey - Tel: 01689 821632  

  

    

   Guiding  
   Meet in the Church Hall 

  

  

Rangers     (14 - 18 years)  Alternate Wednesdays  

Guides     (10 - 15 years)  7.30-9.00pm  

Brownies   (7 - 10 ½ years)  6.00-7.30pm  

  

Contact: Division Commissioner: Debbie Clarke - Tel: 01689 832325 

  

  

 

   Scouting 2nd Orpington Scout Group  
   Meet at 50a Court Road 

  

Explorers (14 - 18 years)  Thursday 

Scouts        (10½ - 14 years)  Wednesday & Friday 

Cubs          (8 - 10½ years)      Monday & Tuesday 

Beavers      (6 - 8 years)  Tuesday & Wednesday 

  

Contact: via website   www.2nd.orp.org.uk 

 

  

mailto:-%20cathy-hussey@ntlworld.com
http://www.2nd.orp.org.uk/
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100 YEARS OF THE PCC 

 

It’s a hundred years since parish churches gained the power to run their own 

affairs, separately from what we now regard as local government. 

The religious affairs of a parish, as well as its secular business had been 

controlled by a single committee, which met in the church and was known as 

the ‘Vestry’. Then, in 1894, Parish Councils were formed to deal with secular 

matters; the Vestry continued to oversee church affairs until 1921, when 

Parochial Church Councils (PCC) were established.  

Churchwardens have been around since the 13th Century and legally ‘own’ 

the movable contents of the church. They are meant to maintain order in the 

church and churchyard, with the assistance of their staves, if necessary. In the 

event of serious disorder today, a mobile phone might be a safer instrument, 

with staves reserved for ceremonial occasions!   

Today, anyone on the Electoral Roll of the church can attend the Annual 

Parochial Church Meeting, which elects the PCC. The Incumbent is an ex 

officio member, as are other licensed clergy and Churchwardens, members of 

the Deanery Synod, plus any member of the Diocesan Synod and General 

Synod who lives in the parish or is on the Roll. The Incumbent chairs the 

PCC, which elects a Vice-Chair and appoints a Standing Committee to 

transact business between meetings.  

The purpose of a PCC, which must meet at least four times a year, is to 

consult together with the Incumbent “on matters of general concern and 

importance to the parish”, and that includes the “whole mission of the 

Church”.    Inevitably, money and building maintenance take up a lot of room 

on the Agenda, though we all know they are less important than mission.  It’s 

a real challenge for every PCC member to pray for non-churchgoing 

parishioners and to find imaginative ways of introducing them to Christ and 

His Church. 

If you’ve got this far and are a member of your PCC - congratulations - you 

are a hundred years old this year! 

The Ven John Barton 
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PUTTING YOUR CARE FIRST 

As a family run company with over 60 years experience in the Care 
industry, we feel we have the knowledge and expertise to support you 
and your loved ones with all your home care needs from a little extra 

help with the shopping to full time live in care. 
To see how we can help care for you: 

Email us: info@silverbirchhealthcare.co.uk 

Call us: 01689 414689 

  

BROMLEY VALLEY GYMNASTICS CENTRE 
  

Chipperfield Road, St Pauls Cray, Kent.  BR5 2QR 
  

GYM TOTS 
A physical activity with the emphasis on fun!  For children 1 – 4 years. 

45 minute sessions supervised by British Gymnastics qualified coaches. 
Sessions run Monday to Thursday, 1pm and 2pm.  Also Saturday 9am & 10 am 

Under 3’s (once walking), children must be accompanied by parent/carer. 

Over 3’s work only with coaches, parents can watch from the viewing area. 
  

AFTER SCHOOL GYMNASTICS CLASSES 
Boys & Girls recreational gymnastics classes available from 4 pm throughout the week and 

on Saturdays.  1 hour sessions taught by British Gymnastics qualified coaches. 

  
SENIORS CLASS 

A low impact Keep-Fit class for the over 60’s among us. 
No machines, just physical fun with tea and biscuits to finish! 

Why not come and join our friendly class?  
No commitment, £3 a session. 

  

For more Information please call 0208 300 5964. 
Visit our website:  www.bromleyvalley.co.uk 
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EVENING PRAYER 

 

It is lovely that our day can start with Morning Prayer at 9.00 am 

and end with Evening Prayer at 5.00 pm.  We have a number of 

volunteers leading Evening Prayer and can always add more people 

to the list! 

Some of our volunteers prefer to record their service from home and send 

it in as a pre-recorded video for me to schedule to the All Saints’ Facebook 

page.  Others prefer to come into church and lead the service.  Both ways of 

leading are valid and welcome. 

So what’s involved? 

• Reading an Order of Service 

• Preparing Intercessions 

The paper Order of Service is on our website, Facebook Resources Group 

and Jean can email you a copy.  The paper version does not contain the daily 

psalms or readings so you will need to look them up.  The Daily Prayer App 

is a free download and contains all the information you need, including the 

appointed psalms and readings for the day.  The only additional preparation 

would be the intercessions. 

How can I take part? 

Either record a service from home.  You will need a device such as a phone, 

laptop, desktop computer or a tablet/iPad on which to record and, obviously 

the Order of Service.  Lesley will run you through the other steps on how 

to get a pre-recorded video in before your allocated date so that it can be 

scheduled to Facebook for a 5.00 pm start-time. 

Ah!  That’s too difficult for me! Can I still join in? 

Yes!  Of course!  You can come into church and Lesley or George will handle 

all the technology.  All you will need to do is to read the Order of Service 

and prepare the Intercessions. 

I don’t want to appear on the camera – Can I still join in? 

Yes!  When our pre-recorded videos go out on Facebook, we still need to 

be in the church so that anyone without internet who would like to come to 

Evening Prayer can do so.  You are welcome to lead one of those services.  

Our pre-record volunteers usually stick to the same slot every month but I 

can always send you the rota for the month and you can work out when you 

would be able to come and lead. 
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Can I just come into the church and take part without leading?  

‘Yes’! 

Can I come into the church and take part by reading one of the 

Bible readings?   

‘Yes’! 

I know you only too well, Lesley!  How many times a month are you 

talking? 

Short answer:   ‘Once’! 

Long answer:   ‘Less than once a month with enough volunteers!’ 

Why not give me a call – 01689 836392?!          Lesley Birse 

 

 

 

THE STORY BEHIND THE HYMN 

“What a Friend we have In Jesus” 

In 1844 a young Irishman, Joseph Scriven, had completed 

his college education and returned home to marry his 

sweetheart. As he was traveling to meet her on the day 

before the planned wedding, he came upon a horrible 

scene—his beautiful fiancée tragically lying under the 

water in a creek bed after falling off her horse.  

Later, Scriven moved to Canada and eventually fell in love 

again, only to experience devastation once more when she became ill and 

died just weeks before their marriage. For the second time, this humble 

Christian felt the loss of the woman he loved. 

The following year, he wrote a poem to his mother in Ireland that described 

the deep friendship with Jesus he had cultivated in prayer through the 

hardships of his life. 

The poem was published anonymously at first under the title, “Pray Without 

Ceasing.” Ten years later, he finally acknowledged this well-loved text had 

been written by him and his friend, Jesus. In 1868, attorney Charles Converse 

set the text to a tune and renamed it “What a Friend We Have in Jesus.” 

Ken Osbeck tells the story in his book 101 Hymn Stories. 

Instead of thinking God was punishing him, Scriven cherished God’s 

friendship through all of this hardship—a friendship he discovered in prayer. 

May we learn that our relationship with God will grow the same way—in 

prayer.  

https://www.lifeway.com/en/product/101-hymn-stories-the-inspiring-true-stories-behind-101-favorite-hymns-P005546151


30 

 

 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

In spite of the many challenges that 2020 threw our way we had many 

episodes that gave us cause to celebrate. These include the successful 

execution of our very first Bridge To Bezi Cycle Challenge which raised funds 

for much needed vehicles for our Michael Project operations, and resulted in 

the donation of a new bus by a local company to replace our ageing combi; 

breaking ground on new storage facilities at Shalom Home, and the many 

donations in cash and kind received that kept us afloat during the restrictions 

on travel and operations brought about by the Covid-19 pandemic. 

The launch of the 2020 Place of Safety challenge saw unprecedented growth 

in our adoption and foster care programs. A significant number of people 

signed up to participate in our online equipping workshops, before 

proceeding to initiate the application process to adopt or foster through the 

Department for Social Development (DSD), formally called the Department 

for Social Services (DSS). 

Following the closure of schools by the government, as a preventative 

measure against the spread of Covid-19, our three pre-schools launched an 

online distance learning program using WhatsApp and text messaging that 

kept our pupils in step with their learning requirements. This program was 

augmented by food parcels donated to struggling families (mostly identified 

from amongst our pre-school students) each month. Travel restrictions 

greatly reduced our capacity to proceed with our family reunification efforts 

for children at Shalom Home who have traceable relatives. We, however, 

continued to reach out to family members via telephone; which, though not 

fully ideal, still ensured that steady progress was made in that regard. 

Our achievements were only possible because of the support from our 

various partners, including a team of at least 500 who signed up to pray for 

our work. Those prayers kept us going and in the Lord’s will. 

Barbara Pfupajena 

Project Administrator 
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SHALOM HOME 

Shalom was established in 2011 and is home to 20 

children who have lost their 1st families through 

death, abandonment or removal by the authorities 

for their own safety. The children are aged from 3 

to 17 years old. They live in three family units 

headed by a house mother. The home is supported 

by auxiliary staff who consist of a male staff 

member who acts as a caretaker and also mentors the boys, two 

housekeepers and a gardener. The Michael Project’s pre-school in Greystone 

Park provides a firm educational foundation for children when they turn 3, 

before they proceed to Primary and High School. Care is taken to ensure 

that each child attends a school that is best suited to meet their unique 

educational needs. Volunteers interact with the children, occasionally, and 

provide homework and tutoring assistance. For children with traceable 

relatives, our family tracing and reunification program ensures that they 

remain in touch and connected to their biological families. Every effort is 

made to ensure that children are returned to the care of their families of 

origin wherever possible. Of the 12 children with known biological relations, 

8 have been identified for possible reunification. Cases are handled with due 

care, giving great consideration to the circumstances surrounding the initial 

removal of the children from their families of origin, in order to avoid placing 

children back into dangerous situations.  

ADOPTION AND FOSTER CARE 

The heart of our ministry is adoption and foster care advocacy. In March The 

Michael Project (TMP)  launched the Twenty in 2020 Place of Safety Challenge 

whose goal was to raise 20 short term foster families by the end of 2020. As 

families stepped forward to take up the challenge, many more indicated their 

desire to give a child a forever family by adopting. Here are the amazing 

results from families that TMP is walking with. 

PLACE OF SAFETY 

• 12 families began the application process. 

• 3 families registered by the Department for Social Development so far. 

• 4 babies were cared for by our Place of Safety Families. 

• All 4 babies are now with their forever families. 

ADOPTION 

• 17 families began the application process with the Department for Social 

   Development (DSD). 

• 4 families registered by (DSD).Online Connection Course 
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The strength of our advocacy work lies in the various workshops we run to 

equip & support fostering and adopting families.  The move to online 

workshops, due to Covid-19 restrictions, provided an additional plus by 

enabling us to reach participants outside of our usual operating base of 

Harare; including some located out of Zimbabwe. 

 

PRE-SCHOOLS 

The Michael Project (TMP) runs three pre-schools for 

vulnerable communities in Wingate, Greystone Park & 

children who are with their incarcerated mums at 

Chikurubi Prison. The pre-schools provide 

foundational education, supplementary feeding and 

spiritual guidance to over 150 children annually. When 

schools closed after Covid-19 inspired, lockdowns 

were put in place, TMP launched a distance learning 

program for its students that comprised of lessons via 

WhatsApp and text messages, including printed 

worksheets and craft packs. Nutritional support continued by way of monthly 

food packs to some of the children’s families, most of whose income was 

greatly affected by the pandemic. The pre-schools reopened in the latter part 

of the year after instituting the recommended Covid-19 prevention safety 

measures.  Parents and other family members faithfully collected worksheets 

& craft packs for their children, each fortnight, and carefully listened to 

instructions on how the work was to be done until schools reopened. 

 

PRISON MINISTRY 

2020 was a challenging year for prisoners 

as they were, and continue to be, cut off 

from the regular external support, due to 

the pandemic. As a result we were unable 

to gain our usual access to the children 

who live in prison with their mothers.  

However in December, we were allowed 

to hold our annual Christmas party for 

mothers with babies. It was all joy and smiles on everyone’s faces as we 

shared a meal and distributed gifts afterwards. We also rejoiced as we 

witnessed more than 20 of the mothers giving their lives to the Lord.  
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FINANCE 

Being an entity that is mostly sustained by the financial & in kind 

support of its partners, The Michael Project (TMP) navigated 

2020 by relying on the principle that doing the best we could 

with what we had would see us through. It was not always an 

easy thing to do, owing to the numerous shifts in the financial landscape that 

included changes to policies on currency, modes of payment and free 

movement. It meant that TMP, like most other entities, had to revisit its 

priorities frequently so that we stewarded our resources in ways that 

ensured we were best placed to execute our mission. For the greater part 

of 2020 we were able to sustain operations with the average USD 10,000.00 

per month income of support that came through.  

The latter part of the year was particularly tough owing to unforeseen 

expenses, associated with operating in compliance to Covid protocols. All in 

the context of income that, though stable, was now being outpaced by 

operational costs. We remained grateful for each honoured pledge, and 

celebrated every surprise donation. All because we were fully aware of the 

growing sacrificial nature of the support of our partners as they prioritised 

TMP in the midst of possibly limited income of their own. So as we anticipate 

that monthly income of at least USD 16,500.00 will allow us to operate 

optimally throughout 2021; we pray that God helps our partners to keep 

turning up as we remain committed to being faithful to appropriately steward 

everything we are entrusted with.  

THANKSGIVING 2020 

Among the myriad of blessings to thank God for in 2020 

we are especially grateful for a new vehicle for Shalom 

Home. As we concentrate our efforts towards family 

tracing and reunification for children with biological ties, 

adoption for those without; and family based foster care 

for children in more complex situations, robust and reliable vehicles play a 

crucial part in increasing our capacity to meet every child’s needs. One of the 

ways that The Michael Project strengthens families is by being a distribution 

hub for food, clothes and other equipment children need to thrive.  

To this end we began the process of extending 

our storage space, a project expected to be 

completed in the 1st quarter of 2021.   

 
Shared with us by Marion Cunningham 

  

$ 
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 Chislehurst Road Garage 

  

* All makes serviced and repaired. 
* MOT and Repair 

* Air-Con Service and Repair 
* Diagnostic and Repair 

* Exhaust and Tyres Fitted 

  

42, Chislehurst Road, Orpington BR6 0DJ 

  

01689 830201 
  

chislehurstroadgarage@gmail.com 
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COFFEE BREAK WORDSEARCH 
 

Find the words highlighted in the grid 

 

Rogation Sunday 

The first Sunday in May is Rogation Sunday.  This is when many parishes 

still ‘beat the bounds’.  Rogation means an asking of God - for blessing 

on the seed and land. The practice began with the Romans, who 

processed around the cornfields each Spring, singing and dancing, 

sacrificing animals, in order to get rid of evil.  About 465 AD the Western 

world was suffering from earthquake and storm.  Mamertius, Bishop of 

Vienne, aware of the pagan custom, ordered that prayer should be said in 

the ruined or neglected fields. Thus ‘beating the bounds’ became a Christian 

ceremonial.   It arrived in England early in the eighth century. Each Spring, led 

by the priest, a little party from the parish would set out with a Cross to 

trace the boundaries of the parish. They’d implore God to keep their corn 

and roots and crops in good health, and bring them to harvest.   In the days 

when maps were scarce, ‘beating the bounds’ helped remind everyone just 

where the boundaries were.  Do you know yours today? 
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CHILDREN’S CORNER 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER CROSSWORD 
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THE LIGHTER SIDE 

 

MOSES REVISITED 

Nine-year-old Joseph was asked by his mother what he had learned in Sunday 
school. 

“Well, Mum, our teacher told us how God sent Moses behind enemy lines on a 
rescue mission to lead the Israelites out of Egypt. When he got to the Red Sea, 

he had his engineers build a pontoon bridge and all the people walked across 
safely. Then he radioed headquarters for reinforcements. They sent bombers to 

blow up the bridge and all the Israelites were saved.” 

“Now, Joseph, is that really what your teacher taught you?” his mother asked, 

somewhat alarmed. 

“Well, no, Mum. But if I told it the way the teacher did, you’d never believe it!” 

TEN COMMANDMENTS 
A Sunday School teacher was discussing the Ten Commandments with her five 

and six-year-olds. After explaining the commandment to ‘honour thy father and 
thy mother’, she said: “Is there a commandment that teaches us how to treat 
our brothers and sisters?” 

Without missing a beat, one little boy answered: “Thou shalt not kill.” 

SORRY 

Our minister, an avid golfer, was once taking part in a local tournament. As he 
was preparing to tee off, the organiser of the tournament approached him and 

pointed to the dark, threatening storm clouds which were gathering. “Sir,” the 
organiser said, “I trust you’ll see to it that the weather won’t turn bad on us.” 

Our minister shook his head. “Sorry,” he replied. “I’m in sales, not management!” 

FIRE IN CHURCH 

The town’s fire prevention officer was conducting a health and safety course at 
the local church. The officer said to the minister: “Now imagine this: it is a Sunday 

morning and you have a number of people, spread socially distanced, throughout 
your church building. Some are in the choir stalls, some are in the kitchen, and 

some are in the nave.  Suddenly, a big fire breaks out. What are the first steps 
you would take?” 

The minister thought carefully for a moment. “Really big ones,” he said. 

  



39 

 

 
 

GROUPS AND SOCIETIES 

 
Choir Practice  Takes place on Fridays at 7.30pm (except August) 

 

Bible Reading   BRF Notes are available on request. 

Fellowship  Contact: Maggie Dawson - 01689 823857 

 

Bible Study Group This group is open to all and meet on the 2nd Tuesday of 

each month at 10.30 am at 27 Glendower Crescent. 

  Contact: tbc 

 

Children’s Society Contact: Anne Spencer - 01689 601753 

 

Churchyard Group This group meets on Thursdays at 10.00 am until 12.30pm  

  (weather permitting). 

  Contact: John Pentlow - 01689 815772 

 

Church Mission Society Contact: Richard Newson - 01689 821445 

 

Corporate Communion (Focus and Mothers’ Union): This takes place on the  

  3rd Wednesday of each month at 10:00 am in the Church 

 

Focus  This group is open to all women and meet on the 2nd 

Thursday of each month at 2.00 pm in the Old Church 

  Contact:  Anne Spencer - 01689 601753 

  

Julian Group  This group is open to all and meet on the 3rd Tuesday of 

each month at 2:00pm  

  Contact: Vanessa Dixon - 01689 851767 

 

Mothers’ Union  PLEASE NOTE there will be no further branch meetings until 

  further notice 

  Contact: Ann Crowe - 01689 826216 

   

Out of Focus  This social group is open to all men and meet approximately  

every two months to chat and arrange outings 

  Contact: David House - 01689 828037 

  

St Michael’s Guild The guild decorate the Church throughout the year including 

weddings and funerals. They can arrange pedestals for 

members of the congregation to celebrate an anniversary, 

birthday or in memory of a loved one. 

  Contact:  Margaret Lovett - 01689 831667 
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