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PHILIP MOSETTIG 

HANDYMAN  

NO JOB  TOO SMALL 

FREE QUOTE  

GENERAL HOUSEHOLD 

MAINTENANCE  

PAINTING & DECORATING 

GARDENING  

HONEST AND RELIABLE 

  

TEL 07504519586 

philipmosettig@yahoo.co.uk 
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 PUTTING YOUR CARE FIRST 

As a family run company with over 60 years experience in the Care 
industry, we feel we have the knowledge and expertise to support you 
and your loved ones with all your home care needs from a little extra 

help with the shopping to full time live in care. 
To see how we can help care for you: 

Email us: info@silverbirchhealthcare.co.uk 

Call us: 01689 414689 

  

BROMLEY VALLEY GYMNASTICS CENTRE 
  

Chipperfield Road, St Pauls Cray, Kent.  BR5 2QR 
  

GYM TOTS 
A physical activity with the emphasis on fun!  For children 1 – 4 years. 

45 minute sessions supervised by British Gymnastics qualified coaches. 
Sessions run Monday to Thursday, 1pm and 2pm.  Also Saturday 9am & 10 am 

Under 3’s (once walking), children must be accompanied by parent/carer. 

Over 3’s work only with coaches, parents can watch from the viewing area. 
  

AFTER SCHOOL GYMNASTICS CLASSES 
Boys & Girls recreational gymnastics classes available from 4 pm throughout the week and 

on Saturdays.  1 hour sessions taught by British Gymnastics qualified coaches. 

  
SENIORS CLASS 

A low impact Keep-Fit class for the over 60’s among us. 
No machines, just physical fun with tea and biscuits to finish! 

Why not come and join our friendly class?  
No commitment, £3 a session. 

  

For more Information please call 0208 300 5964. 
Visit our website:  www.bromleyvalley.co.uk 
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FULL DRY CLEANING, LAUNDRY AND ALTERATION 

SERVICE 

FREE REMOVAL AND REHANGING SERVICE WITH 

ALL CURTAINS CLEANED 

  

TELEPHONE: 01689 828149 
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ORPINGTON PARISH CHURCH 
  

Top of Church Hill (off High Street). Other entrances and car parks in Bark Hart Rd 

Follow us on Facebook at All Saints’ Orpington. 

  

Vicar:  During the Interregnum, in the first instance please contact the 

   Church Office with any queries 

Website:  www.allsaintsorpington.org.uk 

Lay Ministers:  Pam Mercer  Tel: 01689 821171 

   Abi Hiscock    Tel: 01689 898329   
                 Email: abigail.hiscock@mail2web.com 
Pastoral Assistant:           Sheila Anderson  Tel: 07957 218706 

Churchwardens:  John Pentlow  Tel: 01689 815772  

   Duncan Hellicar  Tel: 01689 871026  

Assistant Wardens: Malcolm Dixon     Tel: 01689 851767 

                                     Gill Sinclair       Tel: 01689 875702 

                                     Denis Reidy    Tel: 01689 607202 

Children and   Mandy Turner    Email: rr.turner@ntlworld.com 

Young People:  Catherine King  Email: youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com  

   Cathy Hussey  Tel:  01689 821632 

Director of Music:      Phoebe Tak Man Chow   Email:  takmanchow@gmail.com 

Parish Administrator  Karen Kelly   Tel: 01689 832031 

Church Office  Monday-Friday: 9.30 to 12.30  Closed on Wednesdays 
   Bark Hart Road, Orpington. BR6 0QD  

   Tel: 01689 832031  Email: allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 

Parochial Church Council 

 Secretary: Gill Sinclair  Tel: 01689 875702 

 Treasurer: Tim Birse   Tel: 01689 836392 

Safeguarding Officer Gill Sinclair   Tel: 01689 875702.  

Planned Giving Recorder: David Laker  Tel: 01689 834820  

Book of Remembrance: Jenni Sargent  Tel: 01689 826547 

Sacristan:  Malcolm & Vanessa Dixon:   Tel: 01689 851767  

Magazine Editor:              Gill Sinclair  Email: gillsinclair@outlook.com 

Business Manager:             Gerald Holmes  Contact via Parish Office 

Print Manager:              Gerald Holmes  01689 829322  

Special Facilities: Loop system for the deaf - set to position T on hearing aids. 

   Ramp into church. Wheelchair. Toilet for the disabled. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   SUNDAY SERVICES  8.00am Holy Communion  BCP 

    9.30am Parish Eucharist  CW 

   On certain Festivals  6.30pm Choral Evensong  BCP 

   Wednesday    10.00am Eucharist  CW 

   Monday to Friday   9.00am Morning Prayer  CW 
  

Major Saints’ Days as announced in the diary 
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NOTICEBOARD 
  
 

 

 

 

ALL SAINTS’ PRAYING FOR ALL STREETS 

This month we are praying for the following streets in the Parish: 

                The Avenue                  Dyke Road 
              The Maltings                Somerset Road  
May the love of Jesus abide in your homes and with your families 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU 

We are praying for the following in our church family whose 

birthdays are this month: 

                          Pam Mercer 

May the light of Jesus shine through you on your Birthday 
 

 

 

 

 

 

ANY CHURCH MEMBER IN NEED OF HELP  

should please contact John Pentlow on j.pentlow@btinternet.com 

who will try to co-ordinate help for you. 

 
 

MAY OUR KINDNESS BE WITNESSED BY ALL 

 

When the things of the world seem so dark and so grim 

When disease and despondency call, 

Rejoice in the Lord and the nearness of Him - 

May our kindness be witnessed by all! 

 

When the pillars of life seem to crumble and creak 

When our walls seem to tumble and fall. 

In prayer and petitions our Father we seek – 

May our kindness be witnessed by all! 

 

The tempest may rage, but His wondrous peace 

Stills the storms that may rage in our soul 

In our hearts and our minds shall the turmoil cease 

And our kindness is witnessed by all! 

 

Nigel Beeton  

mailto:j.pentlow@btinternet.com
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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
  

 

 

 
Due to the restrictions set out by the Church of England and the 

Government, we are complying with the rules, and as we are unable to attend 

church to print the Magazine, we have a new look Saints Alive! e-Magazine.  

This will be sent to our email database and will appear on the All Saints’ 

website.  It’s different, but at least we can all still keep in touch with each 

other.  If you know of anyone who is not on our database and would like the 

magazine, please let me know and I’ll have them added. 

 

We are living in very strange times at present, no interaction with people, no 

meeting with friends and family and no meeting and catching up with our 

church family on a Sunday. 

 

This got me thinking (again) – how are you coping with the isolation?  How 

are you managing to keep yourself occupied?   Have you taken up a new 

pastime, or maybe resurrected an old one?   Maybe you have been trying out 

some new recipes you would like to share with us.  With our groups unable 

to meet and therefore no catch up articles, I have been quite busy in the last 

couple of weeks researching the internet to try and find some interesting 

items to share with you – I hope you enjoy the end result! 

 

Send me an email (or give me a call) and let me know what you are all doing 

with yourselves and I will print them in next month’s e-magazine – it will at 

least help us to keep in touch, and maybe give us some useful ideas.    

 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Telephone: 07721 895547 or Email: gillsinclair@outlook.com 

 

In the meantime, please keep safe and well. 

 

 

 

 
  

Copy for the  magazine by Sunday 24 May 2020 to: 

Gill Sinclair (gillsinclair@outlook.com) 
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GIVING DURING LOCKDOWN 

In the April issue of Saints Alive I wrote about 
Planned Giving.  I had intended to follow this 

up with notes about where our money comes 
from and where it goes to and other ways of 

helping All Saints, but that will be left until we 
are operating normally again. 

Suspension of services in church has meant that we have not been taking 
collections, either of cash in collection bags or of weekly and monthly 
stewardship envelopes.  We been able to make some savings in heating and 

lighting costs, but we have lost income from letting the Church Hall.  Most of 
our ongoing costs relate to salaries and so are fixed and paid whether the church 

is open or not.  The savings we can make are very small compared with our 
expenses.   

We realise that the covid-19 epidemic has affected many people's incomes, but 
we also know that there are many who normally give to the church in the weekly 

offering collection and who are still employed or receiving an unchanged pension 
and are financially able to give.  If you normally put cash or a cheque in a 

stewardship envelope, please continue to do this week by week.  You can bring 
in all the envelopes when the church is open again.  If you normally give cash in 

the plate, you can put cash aside weekly but please consider making a payment 
to All Saints by telephone or internet banking.  The bank details to use are sort 

code 60-16-03, account number 50664298, All Saints Church.  Please reference 
any payment with your name.  You can also contact the Treasurer, Tim Birse at 

01689 836392 who can take a donation by credit or debit card over the 
telephone. 

The covid-19 outbreak shows how important it is for the church to receive your 

offering regularly, even if you can’t come to church.  The weekly and monthly 
envelopes do provide the necessary discipline for you to put money aside 

regularly, but of course we don’t receive it regularly.  If you give cash in the 
collection bag only when you are in church, then you probably don’t know how 

much you do give to All Saints’.  If you are able to switch your giving to a regular 
standing order, please contact the Planned Giving Coordinator, David Laker, on 

01689 834820, or email david.laker@outlook.com.  He can give you the 
Church's bank details so you can set up a standing order using telephone or 

internet banking and can take the details for a gift aid declaration which will 
increase the value of your donation by a quarter. 

Tim Birse 

  

mailto:hlmartin2009@hotmail.co.uk
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OH BOY – WHAT A YEAR! 

In March last year on my way to a Parochial Church Council meeting I was 
completely unaware of what the future had in store for me. I was just a PCC 

member, Chairman of the Stewardship Committee and Sacristan. Both jobs I 
enjoyed doing.  

Oh Boy - At that PCC meeting Malcolm announced that he would not be seeking 
re-election as Churchwarden, and, as no-one leapt forward at the meeting to 

take his place, I, without having given it a lot of thought, said that I would do so 
for one year to give the PCC time find someone. I had already done 8 years  

which I admit I thoroughly enjoyed doing, but I was now four years older at a 
time when 4 years can make a considerable difference in your life. 

Anyway along came the Annual Parish Church Meeting and I was duly elected as 
Churchwarden and also deputy Chairman of the PCC. I was also seconded to 

the Finance Committee.  So what? Rob said that he looked forward to working 
with me and that seemed to be that. 

All Churchwardens have to attend what is called an Archdeacon’s Visitation 

where you are sworn in to the role of Churchwarden and actually have no 
authority until it takes place. I was sworn in. That was at St. Nicholas, Chislehurst 

– Alan Mustoe’s church - seemingly appropriate as it was he who talked me in to 
being churchwarden in the first place. 

Oh Boy – About 3 days after the Visitation Rob said that he wanted a word with 
me. He dropped the bombshell – he was leaving All Saints’ and taking the position 

of Rector at a benefice in Suffolk. He would be leaving in early July. 
Churchwardens do not always have an interregnum during their term of office 

as the normal maximum is 6 years. This would be my second. An interregnum 
means an awful lot more work for the Churchwardens as problems that a vicar 

would have normally dealt with come to you to either to sort out or seek 
guidance to deal with. Maybe there would not be any – pigs might fly! 

Rob and his family left, we gave him a good send off. He had spent some time on 
arranging cover for services, and had completed it up to the end of the year 

which was a big help. 

Oh Boy – A party of us went to Suffolk to see Rob Inducted. He had asked me 
beforehand if I would “give him away” to his new Parish which I said I would. We 

arrived at the church and a gentleman, one of the lay preachers there, I believe, 
asked me if I had prepared a few words of commendation to say.  I had not, as 

not only had I not been asked to do so, I had not been to an Induction before 
where it had taken place. That did not give me a lot of time to prepare one, but 

I did. When you are following the Lord Lieutenant of Suffolk it’s a bit undaunting 
to say the least. 
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Oh Boy –  We were ready for the future, but I was, in addition to my other 

duties, now chairman of the Standing Committee and the Parochial Church 
Council. Thank goodness there was not a vacancy for a cleaner! 

July, August, September and October came and went with just a few normal 
problems but nothing too untoward, and we entered November. The 

Archdeacon took the Remembrance Day services for us. OK so far. 

Oh Boy – Duncan and I received an email from Nick Wibberley. His business 

was more successful than he had anticipated, so much so that he was unable to 
devote as much time as he thought was necessary to his duty as Director of 

Music at All Saints’, and was resigning. He would see us out through Christmas 
with his resignation effectively meaning that he would leave on 31st December. 

Between vicars is an interregnum – between organists – an organ stop? Anyway 
whatever you call it -  we were in it! 

Oh Boy - With no vicar and prospectively now no Director of Music we had to 
move. Fortunately Nick told me that he knew someone who would more than 
fit the bill. No time was wasted. The person he had in mind was called Phoebe 

and he gave me her details. I contacted her, she was interested, and we took 
things from there. We were in interregnum and had no power to appoint a new 

Director of Music that could only be done by the vicar. Archdeacon Paul Wright 
gave us the authority to make the necessary inquiries, carry out the interview, 

complete the necessary employment formalities, and grant a six month contract. 
The rest is history – Phoebe has turned out to be a tremendous “find”. 

So we had replaced the Director of Music, and quickly, what about a new Vicar. 
Pam Mercer and I had been appointed the Parish representatives in this respect, 

and it was up to us to work with the Archdeacon, and the Patron, the Dean and 
Chapter of Rochester Cathedral in this respect. The PCC had produced a Parish 

Profile which is a document that gives prospective vicars a view of the parish and 
what the PCC is looking for in a new vicar. That was approved, and the search 

began. Eventually the time for interviews arrived, and as a result the interview 
panel of  Pam and I, the Archdeacon and a representative of the Dean and 

Chapter of Rochester Cathedral were unanimous in selecting the Revd George 
Rogers as our New Vicar. George is an experienced priest, ordained 20 years 
ago in Albany the State Capital of New York state in the USA, and was currently 

the vicar of the Milton Regis benefice in the Canterbury Diocese. 

His appointment was announced by Bishop James and his Induction and 

Installation arranged for May 14th. 

In the meantime Karen in the office had arranged cover up to the end of June for 

Priests to cover our services. From July 2019 to the end of June 2020 we had 
only four services that we had not been able to find a priest for, and one of those 



12 

 

due to last minute sickness. Thank you Karen from all of us, you did a really good 

job with that Cover Schedule. 

Oh Boy – just when you thought you had it all covered – as a result of some 

idiot, thousands of miles away, supposedly  taking a dead bat and a pangolin to a 
fish market, someone ended up ill, not only ill, but the illness spread to others, 

and before you could say “Chairman Mao Tse Tung”  it had spread to dozens of 
countries in this world, and our church and all churches and thousands of retail 

establishments, cafes, restaurants, sports venues, The Tour de France, the 
Olympic games had to be closed, cancelled, postponed,  in an attempt to stop 

the spread. Millions have been taken ill and tens of thousands have lost their lives. 

Oh Boy - No induction and Installation. What a disappointment particularly in 

view of the year or so we had had. Sorry George. 

I am assured that one day we will return to normal or the future version of it, 

and I look forward to that. 

Oh Boy - In the meantime we owe a big debt of gratitude to all those priests 
who took our services for us during the interregnum: David Darling, Carol 

Kitchener, Chris Kitchener, Ann Uphill, Katrina Barnes, John Musson, Tim 
Mercer, Pam Mercer and Bishop James who had agreed to take the Mothering 

Sunday Service which we were unable to hold. Last but certainly not least, 
Archdeacon The Ven. Dr Paul Wright who took all our major Christmas Services 

and was also to take our Holy Week and Easter Services. Thank you all so much. 

Whilst we have been in a situation where the church building is closed, God’s 

church is not. Facebook is very active, our Website is constantly updated, we 
are holding meetings via Zoom, Young Saints is interactive, we have people 

contacting others to make sure they are OK, we have people standing by to help 
those who need it, and we have found out those who may need help and those 

who have help established, but if you do need help, we will try and provide it – 
just let me know. 01689 815772 is the phone number and email address 

j.pentlow@btinternet.com  

Oh Boy - what a year. I hope to have a few more years, but not a repeat of the 

last 12 months please.   

God Bless you all, stay safe and well, and I hope to see you all soon. 

John Pentlow 

 

 

 

  

mailto:j.pentlow@btinternet.com
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6 May 1840: 

The Penny Black revolutionises communications in Britain 

Rowland Hill had a vision. While a small boy in Kidderminster, he had 

watched in embarrassment as his mother scrabbled for money to pay the 

postman. By the 1830s, Hill, now a teacher and social reformer, was 

determined to push through a change that he believed would transform the 

Post Office into a force for progress: universal penny postage, paid in 

advance. 

By May 1840, Hill’s scheme was up and running. As he explained, people 

would prove that they had paid by using “a bit of paper just large enough to 

bear the stamp, and covered at the back with a glutinous wash, which the 

bringer might, by applying a little moisture, attach to the back of the letter”. 

He enlisted the Royal Mint’s chief engraver to create a memorable image – a 

picture of Queen Victoria. Today we know his creation as the Penny Black. 

The first stamps went on sale on 1 May, and the system came into operation 

five days later.  

The Penny Black was an instant hit. Within a week the presses were working 

round the clock producing 600,000 stamps a day. The stamp had become an 

icon, a symbol of national pride: an image of Britannia itself. 

EDITOR’S FOOTNOTE:  We should thank today’s Postmen for their 

continuing hard work in these troubled times.  They are still delivering 

our mail, and from the news items shown on T.V some of them are 

going beyond the call of duty and delivering urgent items to those in 

need.   

So a BIG “thank you to our Posties”. 
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HOME ALONE 

 

Each and every night I talk to my inner self and, in no uncertain terms, remind 

my body clock that waking at 6.30am is no longer a necessity! And, waking 

the next morning at 6.30am I realise, again, how difficult it is to change a habit 

of almost 80 years! 

So why do I seek extra sleep? Consequences! The consequence of a less 

hectic lifestyle. The consequence of getting older each day. The consequence 

of being alone. 

As I write this essay, the consequence is Coronavirus. The very name sounds 

like it should be a virus for a fizzy drink that many will remember being 

delivered to our homes and left on our doorsteps and then the thrill of 

threepence on the empty bottle! 

But it is not, and the present Virus is not something we can compare with 

anything similar, certainly not in my lifetime. 

But out of evil often good is to be found. 

As we approach the Easter period, the most obvious example is the Death 

and then the Resurrection of Our Lord. 

So, what about Coronavirus? Lots of evil and death certainly. But, can we find 

anything good? 

This is my personal essay, my personal feelings. I only ask that you take time 

to consider where you believe there is good from evil? 

For me the greatest evil is being unable to see my dear Jenny. Obviously, her  

Care Home is closed. The vulnerability of the residents is just too great for 

any contact. I now rely entirely on the love, care and attention of her Carers. 

Carers of every colour, race and creed from every corner of the globe 

working 12-hour days to keep my Jenny free from harm. 

I miss my family. My son and daughter in the UK and the grandchildren. Of 

course, we are all desperate to meet.   My son and family in Australia where  

 

the virus problems are as great as they are here and where they have only 

just recovered from the bush fires that came within 30 metres of their home! 

I miss my extended family at All Saints’. Thank you to everyone who is 

keeping mail and telephone contact. A vitally important link that we must all 

generate. 
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The neighbours in Malvern and other locals who telephone and check that I 

am surviving and offer to collect food and prescriptions. 

The local unknowns who have formed a Volunteer Group and offer to collect 

shopping, post mail or just make a friendly telephone call. 

This is all good news. 

In 2012 Eric Idle composed a song for a Monty Python movie: 

‘Always look on the bright side of life’. 

 

Dave Scrivener 

 

 

 

 

YOUNG SAINTS FIND A WAY TO MEET SAFELY  

 

We held another successful Young Saints session on Sunday 26 

April using Zoom.  

We used the analogy of a glass being half full or half empty to think about the 

Resurrection and the different responses of Mary, Peter and John when they 

saw the empty tomb.  Peter saw and was curious - he went in and found the 

folded grave clothes, Mary saw and was sad - she stayed outside and wept 

and John saw and believed.  

We talked about how it can be the same when we meet Jesus today and how 

we can all react differently at different times.  I sent the children some 

activities to complete at home if they liked - colouring, a word search and 

maze.  

Val was able to show the progress she has made on our new Young Saints’ 

banner - it looks lovely! 

Hope you are all keeping safe and well. 

Catherine King & Val Pickering 
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SOME THOUGHTS FROM KEITH 

I hope this finds you all well as it leaves Mandy and me and all ours well for 

now. 

I wonder if it might be a comfort to readers to realise that the suspension of 

church services of the Sunday before last 22/3/2020 has a medieval precedent 

of the year 1208 in the interdict imposed by Pope Innocent III on England and 

that the measures authorised 800 years apart are comparable. Of course, as 

at Sunday last 29/03/2020 current measures are extended to closure of 

churches and in other ways that are unprecedented in the history of the 

English Church. So it might be a support for hope if people feel encouraged 

to look forward to mere suspension of services with milder measures when 

safe, as our normality might be a very long time off indeed. 

The World's Classics series (1940s vintage) comprises '495 Documents of 

the Christian Church'  selected and edited by Henry Bettenson, Anglican 

Priest, schoolmaster and classicist. My copy is a 1954 reprint. His explanation 

of the 1208 context runs to a succinct 100 words or so. This is followed by 

a selected translation of the Pope's instructions to three English bishops that 

runs to a further  431 words.  

Indispensable to my mind and whether historical perspective is thought 

desirable or not, is a letter  from clergy with All Saints’ responsibility for the 

cure of souls to attempt to answer two questions. What first steps towards 

normality may we look forward to now irrespective of when they might 

actually be authorised? What other steps should we be prepared to wait a 

great deal longer for? 

Keith Turner 

 

 

 

Dorothy Sprigg RIP: Dorothy died peacefully in the PRUH 

after a short illness, just ten days before her 97th birthday.  

Please keep her family including her daughter, Alison and both 

sons in your prayers. 
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES 

 

Sunday Clubs 

 
 

 

Young Saints 
 

    For all children and young people 

9.30 a.m in the hall 
 

Join us as we have fun learning about Jesus, the Bible 

and Church.  We sing, play games, make things, cook 

and pray together. 

 

 

 

     There is a creche for babies and very young children. 
 

 

Contact: Catherine King or Val Pickering 

  Email: youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 
 

 

Youth Group for Secondary School Children 
Join us as we learn and discuss how the Bible is relevant 

to our everyday lives. 
 

Contact: Mandy Turner 

  Email: rr.turner@ntlworld.com  
 

 All groups come into church in time to join the congregation at the altar to 

receive a communion or blessing and join their parents.  

mailto:youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com
mailto:rr.turner@ntlworld.com
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SPECIAL HOLY DAYS FOR MAY 
 

 

17th May - Rogation Sunday  

Rogation Sunday is the day when the Church has traditionally 

offered prayer for God’s blessings on the fruits of the earth and 

the labours of those who produce our food. 

 

The word “rogation” is from the Latin rogare, “to ask.” Historically, the Rogation 

Days (the three days before Ascension Day) were a period of fasting and abstinence, 

asking for God’s blessing on the crops for a bountiful harvest. Less of us today directly 

derive our livelihood from the production of food, yet it is good to be reminded of 

our dependence upon those who do and our responsibility for the environment. 

 

A prayer for Rogationtide: 

Remember, Lord, your mercy and loving-kindness towards us. 

Bless this good earth, and make it fruitful. 

Bless our labour, and give us all things needed for our daily lives. 

Bless the homes of our parish and all who live within them. 

Bless our common life and our care for our neighbour. 

Hear us, good Lord. Amen. 

 

21st May - Ascension Day 

40 days after Easter comes Ascension Day. These are the 40 

days during which the Risen Christ appeared again and again 

to His disciples, following His death and resurrection. 

(Matthew 28; Mark 16; Luke 24; and John 20.) 

 

The Gospels give us little of Christ’s teachings and deeds during those 40 days. Jesus 

was seen by numerous of His disciples: on the road to Emmaus, by the Sea of Galilee, 

in houses, etc. He strengthened and encouraged His disciples, and at last opened 

their eyes to all that the Scriptures had promised about the Messiah. Jesus also told 

them that as the Father had sent Him, He was now going to send them - to all corners 

of the earth, as His witnesses. 

 

Surely the most tender, moving ‘farewell’ in history took place on Ascension Day. 

Luke records the story with great poignancy: ‘When Jesus had led them out to the 

vicinity of Bethany, He lifted up His hands - and blessed them.’   

 

As Christmas began the story of Jesus’ life on earth, so Ascension Day completes it, 

with His return to His Father in heaven. Jesus’ last act on earth was to bless His 

disciples. He and they had a bond as close as could be: they had just lived through 

three tumultuous years of public ministry and miracles – persecution and death – 

and resurrection!  
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Just as we part from our nearest and dearest by still looking at them with love and 

memories in our eyes, so exactly did Jesus: ‘While He was blessing them, He left 

them and was taken up into heaven.’ (Luke 24:50-1) He was not forsaking them, but 

merely going on ahead to a kingdom which would also be theirs one day: ‘I am 

ascending to my Father and to your Father, to my God and your God...’  (John 20:17) 

 

The disciples were surely the most favoured folk in history. Imagine being one of the 

last few people on earth to be face to face with Jesus, and have Him look on you 

with love. No wonder then that Luke goes on: ‘they worshipped Him, and returned 

to Jerusalem with great joy. And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God.’    

(Luke 24:52,53) 

 

No wonder they praised God! They knew they would see Jesus again one day!  ‘I am 

going to prepare a place for you... I will come back and take you to be with me that 

you also may be where I am.’ (John 14:2,3) In the meantime, Jesus had work for them 

to do: to take the Gospel to every nation on earth. 

 

24th May – The Hymns Of The Wesleys  

Later this month the Church calendar celebrates the lives of 

John and Charles Wesley.  John’s great gift to the Christian 

cause was the little matter of founding the world-wide 

movement known as Methodism. His brother Charles had an 

equally profound impact through his hymns. He actually wrote over 6,000, most of 

which aren’t sung nowadays, but among the ones we do still sing are all-time 

favourites – ‘Love divine, all loves excelling’, ‘O for a thousand tongues to sing’. ‘Jesu 

lover of my soul’, ‘Hark the herald angels sing’ – and scores more. 

 

40 years ago almost everybody knew quite a lot of hymns, but sadly that’s no longer 

true. Traditional hymns aren’t usually sung at school assemblies, not even in church 

schools, and while the audience for ‘Songs of Praise’ on BBC TV is substantial, most 

of those watching are over 50.  

 

With only about ten per cent of the population even irregular church-goers there is 

inevitably a lack of familiarity with hymns of any kind. Christmas carols are an 

exception, as is ‘Jerusalem’ and ‘Amazing Grace’, because they are frequently heard 

outside church. 

 

Singing hymns is a wonderful experience at its best – just ask a Welsh rugby crowd 

singing ‘Bread of heaven’! It seems a pity to lose it. 

 

It’s not a bad idea to take ten minutes and think about what is your favourite hymn, 

and why – ancient or modern doesn’t matter. Then try singing it in the bath or under 

the shower – a very purifying experience!   
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES  

  

Throughout the week 

  

 
   All Saints’ Tots 
   A friendly and fun group for babies, toddlers and their parents, 

   grandparents and carers.  

  

We meet every Thursday in term time between 10.00-11.30am. 

  

Come and find us at the back of the Church to have a cuppa and a chat whilst the 

little ones play.  

  

Contact: Cathy Hussey - Tel: 01689 821632  

  

    

   Guiding  
   Meet in the Church Hall 

  

  

Rangers     (14 - 18 years)  Alternate Wednesdays  

Guides     (10 - 15 years)  7.30-9.00pm  

Brownies   (7 - 10 ½ years)  6.00-7.30pm  

  

Contact: Division Commissioner: Debbie Clarke - Tel: 01689 832325 

  

  

 

   Scouting 2nd Orpington Scout Group  
   Meet at 50a Court Road 

  

Explorers (14 - 18 years)  Thursday 

Scouts        (10½ - 14 years)  Wednesday & Friday 

Cubs          (8 - 10½ years)      Monday & Tuesday 

Beavers      (6 - 8 years)  Tuesday & Wednesdayp 

  

Contact: via website   www.2nd.orp.org.uk 

  

mailto:-%20cathy-hussey@ntlworld.com
http://www.2nd.orp.org.uk/
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MAYBE…… 

 

Maybe this interruption to our lives is given to us for a purpose. 

Maybe the pause is meant to allow our earth to begin healing itself.   

Maybe it is time to allow the water to run pure again and to allow our air to 

be refreshed. 

Maybe sheltering at home is a blessing for those caught in a routine they 

never expected.   Are we only on this planet to work, eat, sleep and have a 

few hours off to buy more stuff?  The idea seems laughable. 

We can no longer pause to smell the roses.  The roses have been paved over.  

We can no longer amble through the river meadows.  The flood plains have 

been turned into housing estates.  We can no longer take a leisurely walk 

because life might pass us by.  We have to go for a run. 

The world is paused.  Maybe the futility of much that we do will become 

apparent.  No one should have to choose between food and medication.  No 

one who works a full-time job should live in poverty. 

Maybe, during this pause, we will see that we get more from life by 

cooperating rather than competing.   

Maybe, during this pause, we will become refreshed, less anxious, less slaves 

to routine.   

Maybe, during this pause, we will see the value in helping one another.   

Maybe, during this pause, we will learn to share together in the prosperity 

given to us.  

Maybe. 

Shared with us by Tim Birse 
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COCKNEY SING-ALONG WITH 

  TOM CARRADINE 

ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH HALL 

SATURDAY 17 OCTOBER 2020 – 7.30 pm 

Adults £15 – Children £7 

Ticket price includes a light supper 

 

Since the March issue of the magazine, life in England has changed rather.  We 

have been through many serious changes in our history and although this one 

is very different, we will get through it.  2020 marks 75 years since VE Day 

and the celebrations in 1945 were created out of ‘nothing’ but nonetheless, 

there were plenty of them with lots of singing, audience participation and 

food across the country.  When the church was closed sensibly in March for 

services and the Government has set out guidelines to keep us all safe, the 

Social & Fundraising Committee had no choice but to cancel our original date 

of 16 May but we were not going to be put off!  We are delighted that Tom 

Carradine was able to move the date to 17 October.  As you can imagine, 

when I telephoned him, he just said, ‘yet another cancellation/postponement’.  

He was pleased that we just wanted to postpone and in these dark days, we 

have something to look forward to.  The evening promises to be a lot of fun 

and tickets are limited, so please get in early!  Tickets can be reserved by 

calling 01689 872317 or at the Coffee Session after the 9.30 am Sunday 

Eucharists when we are able to once again gather in church. 

 

Tom Carradine, pianist with Champagne Charlie and the Bubbly Boys and 

regular accompanist on the London cabaret circuit, decided that he wanted 

to capture the flavour and atmosphere of a good old fashioned knees up (in 

the grand Cockney tradition) and recreate it for audiences young and old.   

Since its launch in October 2014 in the Mahogany Bar at Wilton’s Music Hall, 

Carradine’s Cockney Sing-a-long has rapidly become a fixture on the UK’s   
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thriving vintage scene, playing sell-out dates in the main auditorium at 

Wilton’s, every Thursday at Mr Fogg's Tavern (London), monthly dates at 

Cahoots (London) and for vintage events, corporate events and private 

parties across the country.  Tom has also appeared on BBC One's "The 

Apprentice" and BBC Two's "The Hairy Builder". 

 

Tom will play two sets of about 45 minutes each with an interval where a light 

ploughman’s supper with a Cockney twist will be served! 

 

We look forward to you joining us. 

Lesley Birse  

 

 
WHAT WE SHOULD DO IN THIS CRISIS…… 

 

Crises bring out the best in people. What has become immediately apparent 

over the last few weeks is that the reserves of kindness, generosity and love 

for each other are often far deeper than we could have imagined. 

 

One of the challenges of this specific crisis is how inactive and intangible our 

help and selflessness must be. We can’t lean in, lend a hand and be present 

in the ways we would normally try to. Distance is a form of kindness and yet 

feels very unnatural. We have huge admiration for those in the NHS or other 

critical services who are on the physical frontline treating patients and at 

greater risk of exposure to the virus, but for most of us there is a sense of 

helplessness as the most beneficial thing we can do is wash our hands and sit 

on the sofa.  

 

And we must pray: 

• Pray for medical professionals, and government decision makers; 

• Pray for those who are already isolated and concerned about cutting off 

vital connections;  

• Pray for people who are at greater risk of more significant consequences 

of becoming infected;  

• Pray for miracles;  

And pray for the witness of the church of Jesus Christ.  

 Danny Webster  

Oversees public policy for the Evangelical Alliance  
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LIFE IN LOCKDOWN 

 

 

 

 

 

Like most people, I have been finding self-isolating quite challenging.  I had 

not realised until now that, although I live alone and am used to my own 

company, I like being with people and having that interaction.  Having just 

completed the APCM Booklet, and the April Magazine, I was feeling at a loose 

end, and therefore decided to do some spring cleaning.   

First job - wash the windows.  I took all the nets down and whilst they were 

washing I filled my bucket with soapy water.  As you may know I live in a 

bungalow, so it is a little disconcerting when the nets are down as people 

walking by can see straight in – but on this occasion it turned out to be a 

blessing.   

As I mounted my steps to clean the windows an elderly lady passed by, 

stopped and waved.  I, of course, waved back.   A little while later some more 

people passed by (one by one) and everyone stopped and waved.  By this 

time, I had opened the windows in order to clean them, and several people 

stopped and said hello and we had a chat (from a distance, of course).   These 

people live close by, but I have never spoken to them before.  I should add 

at this point that this job usually takes a couple of hours, but on this occasion 

it took 4½ hours due to these friendly interruptions! 

In this time of concern I felt really heartened by this almost ‘wartime’ attitude 

to one another.   The only people I have spoken to face to face are these 

‘strangers' and my closest neighbours on a Thursday evening at 8 p.m when 

we all stand at our gates and Clap for the Carers. 

I am really looking forward to getting back to normal, but I hope that we do 

not lose this uplifting spirit which has emerged from these dark times. 

Gill Sinclair 
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GROW YOUR OWN 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

There’s nothing nicer than a new potato freshly 

dug. Now is the time to start planting and old 

country folk law says that potatoes should be 

planted at the full moon before Easter. It goes on 

to say that you should do this at midnight whilst 

sitting on the ground with no clothes on.  

There is evidence that some of this is quite valid. 

Easter is in Springtime which is a good time for 

planting. The phase of the moon affects the tides 

round our shores and it also affects the moisture 

in the soil and inside plants. Planting just before the 

full moon gives the plant maximum moisture.  

Obviously planting in warm soil gives any seed a 

better chance of germination so if you need to put 

on thick coat when planting the chances are that 

the soil is too cold for planting. If however it is 

warm enough for you to be able to sit on the 

ground with nothing on whilst planting, your 

potatoes will have a flying start. 

Don’t worry about inquisitive neighbours - what 

are they doing looking into your garden at 

midnight. You could, of course, use your elbow like 

Mum’s do to test the baby’s bathwater.  

Honesty requires me to say that I only grow 

flowers and got most of this from google and a 

book called “The Complete Old Wives’ Lore for 

Gardeners”.  

 

Peter Cunningham 
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ALSO, DURING MAY…. 

 

 

 

LEAVE YOUR DANDELIONS ALONE 

When mowing your lawn, avoid cutting your dandelions.  

That is the advice of the president of the British Ecological 

Society, Prof Jane Memmott. It will help to save the bees. 

 

She explains: “Dandelions are a fantastic source of pollen and 

nectar for the early pollinators in particular. If they were rare, people would 

be fighting over them, but because they’re common, people pull them out 

and spray them with all sorts of horrible things when they should just let 

them flower. If you leave the lawn to three or four inches, then dandelions, 

clover and daisies can flower and then you end with something like a tapestry, 

and it’s much nicer to sit there and watch the insects buzzing about.” 

 

Prof Memmott encourages everyone to get a bee hotel for their garden. 

“There’s nothing nicer than being sat in a chair with a glass of wine and 

watching the bees going in and out of your own personal little beehive. Even 

just a potted plant on a doorstep will provide lunch for a bee or a fly or a 

butterfly.” 

 

Guy Barker, chief horticulturalist at the RHS said: “Nurturing plants can make 

you less lonely and release you from troubles.” 

 

 

 

FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE 

THE FOUNDER OF MODERN NURSING 

Florence Nightingale was born 200 years ago, on 12th May 

1820. Best known as the Lady with the Lamp who saved many 

lives in the hospitals of the Crimean War, she was also a social 

reformer, a statistician and the founder of modern nursing. 

 

She was named after the Italian city of her birth, but the family moved back 

to England the following year, and she was brought up in Derbyshire. Here – 

and elsewhere – she had several experiences that she believed were calls 

from God to devote her life to the service of others.  
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She never married, but among her several close friends was Sidney Herbert, 

who became Secretary of War and helped to make her work in the Crimea 

possible. Some claim that she reduced the death rate in hospitals there from 

42% to 2%. She introduced hand-washing and other hygiene improvements, 

but she never claimed personal credit for reducing the death rate. 

 

Her work inspired nurses in the American Civil War, and in 1883 she became 

the first recipient of the Royal Red Cross. In 1907, she was the first woman 

to be awarded the Order of Merit. She died in 1910. Her image appeared on 

the reverse of £10 banknotes issued by the Bank of England from 1975 until 

1994.  

 

It is a fitting tribute to her that the emergency hospital just opened at the 

ExCel Centre in London is called the NHS Nightingale Hospital. 

 

 

VE DAY – THE END OF WORLD WAR II IN 

EUROPE 

 

VE Day (Victory in Europe) – was celebrated 75 years ago 

this month, on 8th May 1945, marking the end of World 

War II in Europe. It was marked with a public holiday. 

 

The previous day the formal act of military surrender had been signed by 

Germany, and celebrations broke out when the news was released. Big 

crowds gathered in London, impromptu parties were held throughout the 

country, and people danced and sang in the streets. King George VI and his 

family appeared on the balcony of Buckingham Palace, and Churchill made a 

speech to huge applause. The two princesses Elizabeth and Margaret mingled 

with the crowds outside. 

 

Many went into churches to give thanks – and to pray for those still involved 

in the war in the Far East, because the real end of the war, Victory over Japan, 

would not happen until 15th August. At St Paul’s Cathedral there were ten 

consecutive services giving thanks for peace, each attended by thousands of 

people. 

 

The celebrations masked the fact that so many had lost family and friends, as 

well as possessions and homes. But for the moment normal social 

conventions broke down, strangers embraced, and love was in the air. 
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COFFEE BREAK WORDSEARCH 

 

CREATION 

 

 

 

 
 

 

WORDS TO FIND 

 
Grass Female Void Night Woman 

Light Fowl Adam Darkness Whales 

Sixth Divided Cattle Rest Firmament 

Created Finished Day Man  
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CHILDREN’S CORNER 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A  Spring   Colouring   Picture 

 
 
 

Let us rejoice and be glad; Giving the glory to Him 
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THE LIGHTER SIDE 

 

 

 
 

 
Baby sitting 

We encouraged our 18-year-old daughter to find a job to help pay for her 

college education. One day she came home with five applications, and later 

that evening we read them:  

Under ‘Previous Employment’, she listed -  ‘Baby sitting’. 

And under ‘Reason for Leaving’ she wrote - ‘They came home’. 
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GROUPS AND SOCIETIES 
 

Choir Practice  Practice takes place on Fridays at 7.30pm (except August) 

 

Bible Reading   BRF Notes are available on request. 

Fellowship  Contact: Maggie Dawson - 01689 823857 

 

Bible Study Group This group is open to all and meet on the 2nd Tuesday of 

each month at 10.30 am at 27 Glendower Crescent. 

  Contact: Julia Jeffery - 01689 821443 

 

Children’s Society Contact: Anne Spencer - 01689 601753 

 

Churchyard Group This group meets on Thursdays at 10.00 am until 12.30pm  

  (weather permitting). 

  Contact: John Pentlow - 01689 815772 

 

Church Mission Society Contact: Richard Newson - 01689 821445 

 

Corporate Communion (Focus and Mothers’ Union): This takes place on the  

  3rd Wednesday of each month at 10:00 am in the Church 

 

Focus  This group is open to all women and meet on the 2nd 

Thursday of each month at 2.00 pm in the hall 

  Contact:  Anne Spencer - 01689 601753 

  

Julian Group  This group is open to all and meet on the 3rd Tuesday of 

each month at 2:00pm  

  Contact: Vanessa Dixon - 01689 851767 

 

Mothers’ Union  PLEASE NOTE there will be no further branch meetings until 

  further notice 

  Contact: Ann Crowe - 01689 826216 

   

Out of Focus  This social group is open to all men and meet approx every 

  two months to chat and arrange outings 

  Contact: David House - 01689 828037 

  

St Michael’s Guild The guild decorate the Church throughout the year including 

weddings and funerals. They can arrange pedestals for 

members of the congregation to celebrate an anniversary, 

birthday or in memory of a loved one. 

  Contact:  Margaret Lovett - 01689 831667 
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Live-In Home Care 
 

We are a family owned and run agency specialising in 

live-in care, with over 30 years experience in the care 

sector.  

  

We offer an alternative to residential care, providing our 

clients with one to one live-in care, enabling them to 

remain in the comfort and security of their own home. 
  

We are based in Tunbridge Wells, Kent and provide live-in 

services to clients in the local areas of Kent and Sussex. 

 

 

  

Tel: 01892 518400  

www.bespokecarecompany.co.uk 
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 Chislehurst Road Garage 

  

* All makes serviced and repaired. 
* MOT and Repair 

* Air-Con Service and Repair 
* Diagnostic and Repair 

* Exhaust and Tyres Fitted 

  

42, Chislehurst Road, Orpington BR6 0DJ 

  

01689 830201 
  

chislehurstroadgarage@talktalk.net 
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