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Quality Home Help Service 

Cleaning - Laundry - Ironing- Shopping 

Running Errands - Companionship 

 

Call Lena on : 0203 609 2417 

www.marigoldseniorsupport.com 

P A C E Y’s 
The Garden Shop 

Garden Machinery and Tools 

Sales and Servicing. 

71 Chislehurst Rd, Orpington,  
BR6 0DQ 

FREE collection and delivery 

01689 834208 
Email: info@paceymowers.co.uk 

http://www.marigoldseniorsupport.com/
mailto:info@paceymowers.co.uk
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ORPINGTON PARISH CHURCH 
Top of Church Hill (off High Street). Other entrances and car parks in Bark Hart Rd 

Follow us on Facebook at All Saints’ Orpington. 

Vicar:  The Rev’d George M Rogers 

   1a Keswick Road, Orpington, BR6 0EU 

   Tel: 01689 824624 

Website:  www.allsaintsorpington.org.uk 

Faith Online:  01689 495014 – Listen to extracts from our Services 

Lay Ministers:  Pam Mercer  Tel: 01689 821171 

   Abi Hiscock    Tel: 01689 898329 

Pastoral Assistant:           Sheila Anderson  Tel: 07957 218706 

Churchwardens:  Duncan Hellicar  Tel: 01689 871026 

   Peter Clarke  Tel: 01689 832325  

Assistant Wardens: Malcolm Dixon     Tel: 01689 851767 

                                     Gill Sinclair       Tel: 01689 875702 

                                     Denis Reidy    Tel: 01689 607202 

Children and   Mandy Turner    Email: rr.turner@ntlworld.com 

Young People:  Catherine King  Email: youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com  

   Cathy Hussey  Tel:  01689 821632 

Director of Music:      Phoebe Tak Man Chow   Email:  takmanchow@gmail.com 

Parish Administrator  Karen Kelly   Tel: 01689 832031 

Church Office  Monday-Friday: 9.30 to 12.30  Closed on Wednesdays 
   Bark Hart Road, Orpington. BR6 0QD  

   Tel: 01689 832031  Email: allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 

Parochial Church Council 

 Secretary: Gill Sinclair  Tel: 01689 875702 

 Treasurer: Tim Birse   Tel: 01689 836392 

Safeguarding Officer Gill Sinclair   Tel: 01689 875702.  

Planned Giving Recorder: David Laker  Tel: 01689 834820  

Book of Remembrance: Jenni Sargent  Tel: 01689 826547 

Sacristan:  Malcolm & Vanessa Dixon:   Tel: 01689 851767  

Magazine Editor:              Gill Sinclair  Email: gillsinclair@outlook.com 

Caretaker:                         David House  Tel: 07956 101189 

Special Facilities:              Loop system for the deaf - set to position ‘T’ on hearing aids. 

                Ramp into church. Wheelchair access. Toilet for the disabled. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   SUNDAY SERVICES  8.00am Holy Communion  BCP 

    9.30am Parish Eucharist  CW 

   On certain Festivals  6.30pm Choral Evensong  BCP 

   Wednesday    10.00am Eucharist  CW 

   Monday to Friday   9.00am Morning Prayer  CW 

Major Saints’ Days as announced in the diary 

http://www.allsaintsorpington.org.uk/
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NOTICEBOARD 

 
  ALL SAINTS’ PRAYING FOR ALL STREETS 

This month we are praying for the following streets in the 

Parish: 

Brookside       Gorse Road       Orchard Grove 
Fawkham House    Wichling Close 

May the love of Jesus abide in your homes and with your families 

 

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU 

We are praying for all those whose birthdays are this month, 

especially: 

Angela Proctor   ……   Jeremy Lunnon 

Special birthday wishes to Bob Lunnon who 

celebrates his 90th birthday this month 

 May the light of Jesus shine through you on your Birthday  

 

 

FAITH ONLINE – Telephone 01689 495014 to listen to 

extracts from the Sunday and Wednesday Services by 

choosing from the options available. 

 

 

 

FOLLOW OUR SERVICES:  The following link takes you 

directly to the video page of All Saints' Facebook and from 

there you can choose which video to watch. You do not need 

to have a Facebook account – 
https://www.facebook.com/AllSaintsOrpington/videos/?ref=page_internal 

 

 SAINTS ALIVE! MAGAZINE Please send your articles for 

next month’s magazine to Gill by Sunday 20 June 2021 at 

gillsinclair@outlook.com 

 

 BACK TO CHURCH:   If you are proposing to come back 

to church after months of lockdown and to join in our worship 

at All Saints’ we would like to put your mind at rest if you are 

wary of being shown on our live streaming.  Please note that 

we do not show the congregation during streaming our 

services.   We look forward to seeing you back soon.   

  

https://www.facebook.com/AllSaintsOrpington/videos/?ref=page_internal
mailto:gillsinclair@outlook.com
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THE FAITH OF OUR FATHER 

It was a simple request, the kind that parents make of their children all the 

time: “Son, go and work today in the vineyard”. Parents have good reasons 

for asking their children to do as they say. It’s helpful when they let their kids 

in on their reasoning, but sometimes they don’t. Sometimes they just say 

“Go. Work. Today. That vineyard”. That is a parent’s prerogative, and a child 

has to decide what to do in response.  

Sometimes, a child responds like the first son in Christ’s parable. The father 

says, “Son, go work today in the vineyard”, the son listens to his father’s 

request, looks his Dad in the eye, and says: “I will not”. This sort of push back 

is fairly common. Kids say “NO” or “I will not” to their parents for all kinds 

of reasons. Sometimes it’s out of a determination to assert their 

independence: “I will not be home by ten”.  Sometimes it’s to express their 

fearfulness.  Sometimes children say, “I will not” to get attention or express 

their grief. Other times it is simply to get their way—whether that way is 

right or wrong. Jesus doesn’t tell us why the first son verbally defied his 

father’s will. But Jesus does tell us something interesting: “Later, [the first 

son] changed his mind and went” to work in the vineyard. 

Sometimes, everything in us wants to yell NO to the call of our Father. God 

calls us to go and work, to live by different principles, to develop new 

patterns, and we often say: “I can’t do it; I won’t do it; I don’t want to do it; 

you can’t make me do it”. And then later, we come to church, because we’re 

trying to do it. Maybe it’s partly out of fear of what might happen if we persist 

in defying God; that’s wise. Maybe it’s partially out of curiosity about where 

the path He’s pointed might actually lead; that’s good. Perhaps we change our 

mind and do what He says out of gratitude for all He’s given us; that’s only 

right. Maybe we go out of partial devotion—because experience teaches us 

that, even where we can’t see clearly, our Father has good reasons for what 

He asks; that’s true. 

Holy fear, curiosity, gratitude and devotion are all different aspects of humility 

and humility is the absolute requisite for growth as disciples of Christ. We 

can only grow big by recognising how small we are before God’s great mind 

and heart. It’s only as we know that we’re simply in God’s Kingdom—that 

we’ve got a long way to go to become truly mature—that we start to get big. 

The reason is that as we become humble, we start putting our trust more in 

God and less in ourselves. We start obeying His commandments, even where 

a part of us is still saying, “I don’t want to”.   
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We take a step of trust and that leads to a step of obedience and then one 

more step of trust and another of obedience, until suddenly we’re actually 

walking with God. 

Jesus doesn’t say what got the first son up and walking toward the vineyard 

in the end. Maybe it was holy fear or curiosity; maybe gratitude or devotion. 

The important thing is that he went. Jesus tells us: “Then the father went to 

the other son, and [the father] said the same thing—‘Go and work today in 

the vineyard’”. And “he answered, ‘I will, sir’.” No hesitation or whingeing.  

No, “I’ll get to it in a minute” or “Do I have to do it”? Just an instantaneous 

‘yes’ to his father’s instructions. “But he did not go” and work in the vineyard, 

says Jesus. He makes this beautiful profession of commitment to his father, 

but then he does not do as he promised. Great talk without the walk. Maybe 

he just liked the idea of doing the right thing but lacked the will to do it.  

Perhaps he had very good intentions but was easily distracted. Maybe he 

wanted to please his father but lacked a full sense of what really was pleasing 

to him. Perhaps he thought that saying yes was the same as living yes. 

But that’s not true. Jesus finished his parable and then turned to the chief 

priests and the elders and asked this powerful question: “Which of the two 

did what his father wanted”? It’s obedience not oration that makes the Father 

proud. Jesus goes on to say that God looks more highly on the genuine 

repentance and obedience of somebody who’s been a low-life-tax collector, 

a prostitute, a rebellious son—than he does the pseudo-piety of someone 

who’s been an upstanding, courteous person but perseveres in being 

disobedient to his commands. 

How does this apply to us? Are we more like son #1 or son #2?  Every study 

suggests that Christians are remarkably articulate when it comes to claiming 

faith in God, belief in the Bible, respect for Jesus Christ but do we really trust 

and obey? Jesus says: “Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute 

you, that you may be sons of your Father in heaven”. With whom, specifically, 

are we doing that? Christ commands: “Go and make disciples”. Whom have 

we personally led to Christ or mentored in discipleship in the past year? God 

the Father says: “Bring the whole tithe into my storehouse”. Did our giving 

of time, talent, and treasure in the last six months approach 10%? The Father 

also says: “Put away perversity from your mouth; keep corrupt talk far from 

your lips”. How is our language these days or the words we speak behind 

others’ backs? 

These are just four areas of discipleship—our behaviour towards difficult 

people, our nurture of faith in others, our personal stewardship, and control 

of our tongue.   
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Doing the Father’s will encompasses much more than this of course, but let’s 

focus on these; let’s pick one part of the vineyard of discipleship to which the 

Father calls us and start doing less “talking about” and more “walking about” 

there. Some will say: “I’ll do it when I have more faith, when God gives me 

more reason to trust”. Yet God says, I'll give you more reason, when you do 

it. It is impossible to know the reality and dependability of God by merely 

paying lip service to the Father.  

Doubt is not the opposite of faith, and they’re not two sides of the same 

coin. The disconcerting fact is that the opposite of faith is sin. Initially faith is 

not a feeling of certainty and impregnability, it is a fact that is embodied in 

the action of obedience. The action of obedience is building our lives on the 

sure foundation of Jesus Christ. The more we obey him, the more positive 

results we’ll see—in our lives and in the lives of those we touch. These results 

will then spill back as positive feelings that will encourage us to obey even 

more. Faith in God and obedience to His commandments are the very legs 

of discipleship. They are the way by which a follower of Christ moves through 

life and grows. The more these legs are exercised, the stronger they become, 

and the more ably and prosperously will walk into the stature that the Father 

wills for us.  

The Rev’d George M Rogers 

 

 

 

 
May 2021 

 

     BURIAL/CREMATIONS: 

 

               We extend our love and sympathy to their family and friends 

  

Burial of Ashes – 29th April Brenda Marjorie Bristow (97) 

Cremation – 7th May Phyllis Bocquillon (96) 

Cremation – 11th May Joan Wilkinson (92) 

Cremation – 21st May Patricia Cutter (82) 
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LOOKING AT OUR COMMUNITY 

What do you think will happen after Covid? 
You can take your choice: a recent survey has found that a third of us think that 

society may never go back to the old ways,  a third of us think we will go back to 
exactly as we were before, and a third of us think that we will be keener than ever 

to stay together.  

The Together Coalition, chaired by the Archbishop of Canterbury, has been 

working for the past year on a piece of research to track just what has happened 
to communities during lockdown. 

The new research has found that “people feel a stronger sense of connection to 
their neighbours and community. …We found a clear public appetite for a 

society in which we are more connected to each other, and the community spirit 
of 2020 is kept alive.” 

It also found that around 12.4million people have volunteered during the 
pandemic, 4.6million of them for the first time.  And 75 per cent of those 
volunteers would be happy to do so again. 

Where are our birds? 
British birds are in big trouble. 80 per cent of our most popular species are in 

severe decline, according to recent data from the RSPB’s annual Big Garden 
Birdwatch. 

The world’s largest wildlife survey has found that 16 out of the 20 most spotted 
garden birds have been in decline since 2020. There are now concerns about the 

greenfinch and chaffinch, which were seen in their lowest ever numbers this year.   

The top five birds seen in people’s gardens were: house sparrows, blue tits, 

starlings, blackbirds and wood pigeons.  Only robins, blackbirds, carrion crows 
and the song thrush grew in number in 2020. 

“It is like driving on the moon” 
Some of our British roads are beginning to resemble “the surface of the moon”, 

according to the RAC. It has recently reported that an average of 52 drivers a 
day are breaking their cars on potholes and needing to be rescued.  

More than 4,000 drivers have needed assistance since January, despite the fact 
that lockdown has meant many fewer cars on the road. 

After years of underfunding and patch-up repair jobs, and despite the fact that 

councils are currently filling a pothole every 19 seconds, the RAC says that the 
Government and local councils face an ‘enormous task’ to get our roads 

“anything like reasonable” again. 

Potholes are nasty to cars. They can break your suspension springs, distort your 

wheels, and damage your shock absorbers, among other woes. 
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                    HYMNS &  

     PIMMS 
 

25 July 2021 

3.30 pm 

In Church & live-streamed 
 

 
 

We need your help!  We would be very pleased if you could let us 

know what your favourite hymn is and the reason why you would like 

it to be included in this service.  If you are willing, we may ask you to 

come to the front and tell us about the hymn but don’t worry if you 

don’t want to do speak in public, as there is no pressure on you to do 

so.  We just need favourite hymn nominations. 

 

Please send your hymn to smasorpington@gmail.com so that we can 

make a list.  The final choices will be made by George and Phoebe!  

Any hymns that are not featured this time can be put on a list and can 
be used in the future. 

 

There will be a small donation to cover the cost of providing Pimms.  

There will also be soft drinks available and maybe even pizza!  We will 

be back in touch with more information!  In the meantime, please keep 

the date free in your diaries and get sending in those hymns! 

 

Lesley Birse 

  

mailto:smasorpington@gmail.com
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YOUNG SAINTS 

Young Saints has now resumed meeting in the Hall with a Zoom 

link for those still shielding at home.  The hall meetings are going 

well and it has been good to see members returning and also to 

welcome new members. Weekly attendance remains fairly 

constant.  

Since Easter, we have learnt about Jesus appearing to his disciples after he 

had risen and made a poster for our board in church.  To illustrate the idea 

of Jesus as the Good Shepherd, we had lots of fun with a ‘sheep relay’ enjoying 

having the space to race in the hall and do a craft at the same time! 

More recently, we looked at the passage ‘I am the vine and you are the 

branches’ and talked about the importance of staying close to Jesus. 

We aim to keep our board in church updated – please do take time to look 

at it if you can.  Some of the children’s work is also on the website and 

Instagram page. 

Catherine King 
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THE BEGINNINGS OF BOOTS THE CHEMIST 

 

Jesse Boot, the British pharmacist and philanthropist, died 90 

years ago, on 13th June 1931. He turned the Boots Company 

started by his father John – a former agricultural worker – 

into a chain of chemists branded ‘Chemists to the Nation’. 

The 1st Baron Trent, as Jesse became in 1929, sold his 

controlling interest to American investors in 1920, but Boots 

continues to be a familiar name to all Britons. Ironically John Boot had offered 

his close friend and business associate John Harston the opportunity of going 

into business with him, but Harston had felt it was not a good investment. 

Jesse Boot was a great benefactor to the City of Nottingham. He gave land 

for what is now the University of Nottingham and was presented with the 

Freedom of the City of Nottingham in 1920.  

He met his wife, Florence Rowe, in a Wesleyan Chapel in Jersey while he was 

recuperating from illness. She was also an astute businesswoman, who helped 

to develop the Boots business, and her home island of Jersey benefited from 

the couple’s generosity. After her husband’s death she commissioned the 

glass artist René Lalique to refit the Anglican church of St Matthew there as 

a memorial to him.  

 

 

 

 
 

As we are now in the process of re-stocking our Centres in view of them 

opening again in the near future, we have found a few areas of shortfall that 

we need to address. 

Our biggest needs at present are not food or toiletries but BAGS FOR 

LIFE, so if anyone is able to donate some, that would be great. In saying that 

we do have a few other gaps we would like to fill:- 

Bags for Life (urgent) 

Jellies and Instant Whips (urgent) 

Tinned Tomatoes   /   Biscuits   /   Squash 

Coffee   /   Washing up liquid   /   Cleaning Sprays 

Men’s and Ladies Deodorants    Antiseptic Wipes 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Vanessa Dixon  
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THE STORY BEHIND THE HYMN 

“Lord for the Years” 

Lord, for the years your love has kept and guided, 

urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way, 

sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided: 

Lord for the years, we bring our thanks today. 

 

This well-loved hymn was written in 1967 by the Revd 

Timothy Dudley Smith, who later became Bishop of 

Thetford.  He later confessed: “I wrote it on a train when I 

was very pressed for time.  I’m thankful if something I write 

gets picked up, but I suspect anyone who does something 

in a rush later regrets that they didn’t find time to apply the 

sandpaper a bit more!”   

Dudley Smith had been asked to write a hymn for the centenary service of 

the Children’s Special Service Mission, now Scripture Union, in St Paul’s 

Cathedral.   His commission was to write words that could be fitted to Jean 

Sibelius’s Finlandia, as it was to be accompanied by an orchestra with this tune 

in their repertoire.  And so – ‘Lord for the years’ was written. 

Dudley Smith need not have worried about lack of time – his lyrics were a 

‘hit’ in the cathedral on the day, and went on to become so well-loved that 

George Carey chose the hymn to be sung at his consecration as Bishop of 

Bath and Wells, and then again later, in 1991, for his consecration as 

Archbishop in Canterbury Cathedral.    

The hymn continued to be widely sung and loved, until in 2002 Timothy 

Dudley Smith was asked to write an extra verse for it so that it could even 

be sung around the time of the Queen’s Golden Jubilee. 

Many of the words in the hymn are true for the Queen herself, as she 

celebrates her 95th birthday this month.  She does indeed thank God ‘for the 

years your love has kept and guided, urged and inspired us, cheered us on 

our way’… 

And so indeed the ‘extra’ verse added for the Queen has also held true:   

Lord for our hopes, the dreams of all our living, 

Christ and his kingdom one united aim, 

Rulers and peoples bound in high thanksgiving, 

Lord of our hopes, our trust is in your Name. 
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Live-In Home Care 
 

We are a family owned and run agency specialising in 

live-in care, with over 30 years experience in the care 

sector.  

  

We offer an alternative to residential care, providing our 

clients with one to one live-in care, enabling them to 

remain in the comfort and security of their own home. 
  

We are based in Tunbridge Wells, Kent and provide live-in 

services to clients in the local areas of Kent and Sussex. 

 

 

  

Tel: 01892 518400  

www.bespokecarecompany.co.uk 
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FULL DRY CLEANING, LAUNDRY AND ALTERATION 

SERVICE 

FREE REMOVAL AND REHANGING SERVICE WITH 

ALL CURTAINS CLEANED 

  

TELEPHONE: 01689 828149 

PHILIP MOSETTIG 

HANDYMAN  

NO JOB  TOO SMALL 

FREE QUOTE  

GENERAL HOUSEHOLD 

MAINTENANCE  

PAINTING & DECORATING 

GARDENING  

HONEST AND RELIABLE 

  

TEL 07504519586 

philipmosettig@yahoo.co.uk 
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GETTING TO KNOW YOU 

 

ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH TREASURER 

I have lived all my life in south-east London, apart 

from fifteen months when my parents tried a failed 

emigration to Canada.  I remember very little of this 

as we returned before I started primary school in 

New Eltham.  I won a scholarship to Dulwich 

College where I spent an enjoyable seven years and 

then went on to Jesus College, Oxford to read 

mathematics.  I am still connected with and support 

both these places of learning, and I am a regular 

attendee at Old Members events. 

My father suggested I look at a career as an actuary, and after some gap year 

and vacation work experience, I decided that this was the route for me.  

Completing the examinations, which were then done by distance learning 

after work, took a while but I eventually qualified.  I spent my working career 

at two mutual life insurance companies eventually becoming Chief Actuary at 

Reliance Mutual Insurance Society.  Throughout my career I maintained an 

interest in professional education and in 2009 I stepped back to half time 

work in order to generate time to chair the UK actuarial profession’s Board 

of Examiners and subsequently the Education Board.  I am currently a non-

executive director of a small friendly society. 

Lesley and I met in 1987 when we were both attending evensong at St 

Martin’s Chelsfield.  We married the following year and Stuart came along in 

1990 and Katie in 1992.  We continued worshipping at St Martin’s for a few 

years but moved to All Saints which had a more structured Sunday School 

provision that we felt the children would benefit from.  This was run by 

Marilyn Stevens, but very shortly Lesley was asked to help and then take 

over! 

In 2002 the vicar, Alan Mustoe, asked if I would think about taking over as 

church Treasurer.  I said I would think about it.  While I was thinking, the 

incumbent treasurer, Margaret Steel, sadly died, so I was thrown into the job 

with no hand-over.  Nevertheless, as you would expect, everyone at All 

Saints was very helpful, and I soon found my feet.  With twenty years coming 

up, I am still enjoying the job. 
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My other main lifetime involvement has been with the Scouts.  I joined as a 

cub at the age of eight (there were no Beaver Scouts then), encouraged by 

my father, who had been a King’s Scout along with his twin brother.  I loved 

it and have never left.  I have been a scout and a leader in Eltham, at Dulwich, 

and for the last twenty years at 2nd Orpington.  My greatest enjoyment has 

been organising overseas experiences for young people – we have been to 

eastern Europe when it was solidly behind the Iron Curtain and subsequently, 

to Norway, Portugal, South America and Canada.  Perhaps my highlight was 

leading a trip for forty scouts and leaders to Tanzania in 2014. 

Although my body is beginning to creak, I hope to continue supporting all my 

interests for a long time to come. 

Tim Birse 

 

 

 
 

ALL SAINTS’ BARBECUE 

Government restrictions permitting this will take place on 9 July at 6.30 p.m. 

Tickets are now on sale after the 9.30 a.m service on Sundays, and can also 

be purchased by contacting Anne Spencer on 01689 601753 any evening after 

6.30 p.m.  See you there! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

All Saints’ Barbecue 

 

                                 St Nicholas Garden 
            (hall if wet) 

Bring cutlery, 
crockery, drinks 

We’ll supply  
the food – meat  
salads and dessert 
 

Tickets £7 adult, £4 for under 18 
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YOU HAVE TO LAUGH! 

 

 
 

Amazing what you find ‘hanging around’ when you work  

with the Gardening Group!! 

 

 

 
After months of lockdown, the Sunday procession 

probably needed some practice!!  
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES 

 

Sunday Clubs 

 
 

 

Young Saints 
 

    For all children and young people 

9.30 a.m in the hall 
 

Join us as we have fun learning about Jesus, the Bible 

and Church.  We sing, play games, make things, cook 

and pray together. 

 

 

 

     There is a creche for babies and very young children. 
 

 

Contact: Catherine King or Val Pickering 

  Email: youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 
 

 

Youth Group for Secondary School Children 
Join us as we learn and discuss how the Bible is relevant 

to our everyday lives. 
 

Contact: Mandy Turner 

  Email: rr.turner@ntlworld.com  
 

 All groups come into church in time to join the congregation at the altar to 

receive a communion or blessing and join their parents. 

  

mailto:youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com
mailto:rr.turner@ntlworld.com
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CELEBRATION DAYS FOR JUNE 

29th June Feast of SS Peter & Paul the two most famous apostles 

St Peter, ‘the Rock’ 

The two most famous apostles are remembered this month, for 
they share a feast day. 

St Peter (d. c. 64AD), originally called Simon, was a married 
fisherman from Bethsaida, near the Sea of Galilee. He met Jesus 

through his brother, Andrew. Jesus gave him the name of Cephas 
(Peter) which means rock. Peter is always named first in the list of apostles. He 

was one of the three apostles who were privileged to witness the 
Transfiguration, the raising of the daughter of Jairus, and the Agony in the 

Garden.   

When Peter made his famous confession of faith, that Jesus was the Christ, Jesus 

recognised it as being the result of a revelation from the Father. He in turn told 
Peter that he would be the rock on which His Church would be built, that the 
‘gates of hell’ would never prevail against it. Peter and the apostles would have 

the power of ‘binding and loosing’, but Peter would be personally given ‘the keys 
of the kingdom of heaven’.  Jesus also forewarned Peter of his betrayal and 

subsequent strengthening of the other apostles.  After His Resurrection, Jesus 
appeared to Peter before the other apostles, and later entrusted him with the 

mission to feed both the lambs and the sheep of Christ’s flock. 

Peter played a big part in the early Church, and he is mentioned many times in 

the Book of Acts, where in the early chapters he organised the choice of Judas’ 
successor, preached with stirring authority at Pentecost; and was the very first 

apostle to work a miracle. Peter went on to defend the apostles’ right to teach 
at the Sanhedrin, and to condemn Ananias and Sapphira. It was Peter who first 

realised that Christianity was also for the Gentiles, after his meeting with 
Cornelius. Later he took a prominent part in the council at Jerusalem and went 

on to clash with St Paul at Antioch for hesitating about eating with Gentiles. 

St Peter was a major influence on Mark when writing his gospel, and the First 

Epistle of Peter was very probably his. (Many scholars believe that the Second 
Epistle was written at a later date.) 

From very early times Peter was invoked by Christians as a universal saint. He 

was the heavenly doorkeeper, the patron of the Church and the papacy, a saint 
both powerful and accessible. 

In England there were important dedications to Peter from early times: 
monasteries such as Canterbury, Glastonbury, Malmesbury, Peterborough, 

Lindisfarne, Whitby, Wearmouth, and especially Westminster. Cathedrals were 
named after him, too:  York, Lichfield, Worcester and Selsey.   In all, it has been 

  



21 

 

calculated that 1,129 pre-Reformation churches were dedicated to St Peter, and 

another 283 to SS Peter and Paul together.   

Images of Peter are innumerable, but his portraiture remains curiously the same: 

a man with a square face, a bald or tonsured head, and a short square, curly 
beard. Not surprisingly, his chief emblem is a set of keys, sometimes along with 

a ship or fish. 

29th June St Paul, apostle to the Gentiles 

Like Peter, Paul (d. c. 65) also started life with another name: Saul. 
This great apostle to the Gentiles was a Jew born in Tarsus and 

brought up by Gamaliel as a Pharisee.  So keen was he to defend 
the god of his fathers that he became a persecutor of Christianity, 

and even took part in the stoning of Stephen. He hunted Christians 
down and imprisoned them, and it was while on his way to 

persecute more Christians in Damascus that he was suddenly given his vision of 
Christ.   

It was the decisive moment of Paul’s life – Paul suddenly realised that Jesus was 

truly the Messiah, and the Son of God, and that He was calling Paul to bring the 
Christian faith to the Gentiles. Paul was then healed of his temporary blindness, 

baptised, and retired to Arabia for about three years of prayer and solitude, 
before returning to Damascus. 

From then on Paul seems to have lived a life full of hazard and hardship. He made 
many Jewish enemies, who stoned him, and wanted to kill him.  Nevertheless, 

Paul made three great missionary journeys, first to Cyprus, then to Asia Minor 
and eastern Greece, and lastly to Ephesus, where he wrote 1 Corinthians, then 

to Macedonia and Achaia, where he wrote Romans, before returning to 
Jerusalem.   

After stonings, beatings and imprisonment in Jerusalem he was sent to Rome for 
trial as a Roman citizen. On the way he was shipwrecked at Malta; when he finally 

reached Rome he was put under house-arrest for two years, during which time 
he wrote the four ‘captivity’ epistles. Later Paul may have revisited Ephesus and 

even have reached Spain.  Tradition tells he was eventually martyred at Rome 
during the persecution of Nero, being beheaded (as a Roman citizen) at Tre 
Fontane and buried where the basilica of St Paul ‘outside the walls’ now stands.   

Paul was not only a tireless missionary, but a great thinker. His epistles played a 
major part in the later development of Christian theology. Paul’s key ideas 

include that Redemption is only through faith in Christ, who abrogated the old 
Law and began the era of the Spirit; that Christ is not just the Messiah, but the 

eternal, pre-existent Son of God, exalted after the Resurrection to God’s right-
hand; that the Church is the (mystical) body of Christ; that the believers live in 

Christ and will eventually be transformed by the final resurrection.   
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES  

  

Throughout the week 

  

 
   All Saints’ Tots 
   A friendly and fun group for babies, toddlers and their parents, 

   grandparents and carers.  

  

We meet every Thursday in term time between 10.00-11.30am. 

  

Come and find us at the back of the Church to have a cuppa and a chat whilst the 

little ones play.  

  

Contact: Cathy Hussey - Tel: 01689 821632  

  

    

   Guiding  
   Meet in the Church Hall 

  

  

Rangers     (14 - 18 years)  Alternate Wednesdays  

Guides     (10 - 15 years)  7.30-9.00pm  

Brownies   (7 - 10 ½ years)  6.00-7.30pm  

  

Contact: Division Commissioner: Debbie Clarke - Tel: 01689 832325 

  

  

 

   Scouting 2nd Orpington Scout Group  
   Meet at 50a Court Road 

  

Explorers (14 - 18 years)  Thursday 

Scouts        (10½ - 14 years)  Wednesday & Friday 

Cubs          (8 - 10½ years)      Monday & Tuesday 

Beavers      (6 - 8 years)  Tuesday & Wednesdayp 

  

Contact: via website   www.2nd.orp.org.uk 

 

  

mailto:-%20cathy-hussey@ntlworld.com
http://www.2nd.orp.org.uk/
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Happy Birthday, Your Majesty! 

This year, Queen Elizabeth II will celebrate her 

milestone 95th birthday on Saturday, 12 June 2021 

with a party fit for a queen! 

On her official birthday, Her Majesty is joined by 

other members of the Royal Family with a public 

appearance on the balcony of Buckingham Palace. 

The general public also watch a spectacular 

"Trooping the Colour" parade which moves between Buckingham Palace, 

The Mall and Horse Guards’ Parade. 

All about the Queen's Birthday 

Although she was actually born on 21 April, the official birthday of Queen 

Elizabeth II is celebrated each year on a weekend in June for purely practical 

reasons. The day usually presents more acceptable weather for a public party! 

As well as in London and Windsor, events related to the Queen's Birthday 

are scheduled throughout Great Britain.  Meanwhile, in New Zealand (first 

Monday in June), Australia (second Monday in June), and in Canada, (on the 

last weekend in May) schools are usually closed and bank holidays also 

celebrate with a day off. 

Queen's birthday fun facts 

The first British monarch to celebrate their birthday in June was King Edward 

VII. Although born on 9 November, his official birthday was usually marked 

in May or June when there was a greater likelihood of good weather for a 

public celebration. 

In the UK, the most watched event of the day is the historic military 

ceremony known as Trooping the Colour - with a parade down The Mall to 

Horse Guards’ Parade. That also includes fly-past of military aircraft and gun 

salutes at Hyde Park fired at high noon. 

Today, Australia is the only country in the world to celebrate the Queen's 

Birthday not once, but twice. While most of the country observes the day 

on the second Monday in June, Western Australia celebrates the Queen's 

birthday on the last Monday in September or the first Monday in October. 

Although unmarked by celebrations or hoopla, Queen Elizabeth II became 

the world's longest reigning monarch on 9 September 2015 at the age of 89. 

http://howto.yellow.co.nz/celebrations-holidays/new-zealand-holidays/queen%E2%80%99s-birthday-holiday-%E2%80%93-information-history-customs/
https://www.statusquo.org/aru_html/html/birthday.html
https://writeroyalty.com/why-do-canadians-celebrate-queen-elizabeth-iis-birthday-in-may/
https://www.royal.uk/trooping-colour
http://www.londontown.com/LondonInformation/Attraction/Horse_Guards_Parade/5274/
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MIRFIELD PILGRIMAGE 2022 

 

 

 

 

Prospective pilgrims for August Bank Holiday 

2021 were understandably a little nervous 

about travelling this year, especially over a 

bank holiday weekend.  I therefore asked the 

Community of the Resurrection’s Guest 

Office if they were able to offer us dates for 

a pilgrimage next year instead, preferably not 

on a bank holiday when trains are likely to be 

more crowded.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have now been offered Friday 27th 

May until Monday 30th May.  That 

Monday will no longer be the Spring 

Bank Holiday. It has been transferred to 

Thursday 2nd June 2022, with Friday 3rd 

June being an additional holiday for the 

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.  I have been 

visiting Mirfield since the mid 1970’s 

and can vouch for the fact that May is a 

glorious time of year to be there! I took 

all of these pictures in the grounds in 

May 2018. 
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The cost we have been quoted for next year’s 

pilgrimage is £195 per person for an en suite 

room or £165 for a standard room. The number 

of en suite rooms is limited, but I successfully 

negotiated for en suite for everyone who 

requested one last time. A £50 deposit is usually 

payable a few months in advance, and the 

balance is paid once we get there. This price 

includes all meals while we are there. The cost 

of travel will be extra, but having two competing 

rail companies on the East Coast Main Line helps 

to keep the price down.  

A pilgrimage is different from a retreat, although it does include some times 

of silence. I have arranged a number of pilgrimages now, and each one is 

different. We usually have a fairly full programme, but there is plenty of free 

time too. If you think you might be interested, I’d be delighted to have a chat 

and answer any queries you have. 

Although it will be nearly a year until we go, it will be helpful to begin to draw 

up a provisional list of pilgrims fairly soon. All arrangements will be 

provisional at this stage, but this will be something to look forward to in hope 

for next year! 

 
Vanessa Dixon 

vanessa.m.dixon@btinternet.com 

or telephone 01689 851767 

  

mailto:vanessa.m.dixon@btinternet.com
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PUTTING YOUR CARE FIRST 

As a family run company with over 60 years experience in the Care 
industry, we feel we have the knowledge and expertise to support you 
and your loved ones with all your home care needs from a little extra 

help with the shopping to full time live in care. 
To see how we can help care for you: 

Email us: info@silverbirchhealthcare.co.uk 

Call us: 01689 414689 

  

BROMLEY VALLEY GYMNASTICS CENTRE 
  

Chipperfield Road, St Pauls Cray, Kent.  BR5 2QR 
  

GYM TOTS 
A physical activity with the emphasis on fun!  For children 1 – 4 years. 

45 minute sessions supervised by British Gymnastics qualified coaches. 
Sessions run Monday to Thursday, 1pm and 2pm.  Also Saturday 9am & 10 am 

Under 3’s (once walking), children must be accompanied by parent/carer. 

Over 3’s work only with coaches, parents can watch from the viewing area. 
  

AFTER SCHOOL GYMNASTICS CLASSES 
Boys & Girls recreational gymnastics classes available from 4 pm throughout the week and 

on Saturdays.  1 hour sessions taught by British Gymnastics qualified coaches. 

  
SENIORS CLASS 

A low impact Keep-Fit class for the over 60’s among us. 
No machines, just physical fun with tea and biscuits to finish! 

Why not come and join our friendly class?  
No commitment, £3 a session. 

  

For more Information please call 0208 300 5964. 
Visit our website:  www.bromleyvalley.co.uk 
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A BALKAN ADVENTURE 

 

Towards the end of my career as a civil engineer, I had been invited by a 

French firm of consultants to lead a small team of engineers managing a €200 

million EU aid programme to improve Albania’s transport infrastructure, 

following the progressive collapse of the communist regime in the early 

1990s. By the time I arrived in the capital, Tirana, in April 1996 the country 

was experiencing wide ranging reforms in the name of democracy although 

corruption was rife and the institutional structures of government were 

embedded with attitudes which still reflected Albania’s communist past. The 

country was also in political turmoil and the elections held the following 

month did nothing to resolve the general unrest breaking out across the 

country. 

Communism and the political upheaval in the country following the death of 

its leader, the dictator Enver Hoxha, in 1986, had made Albania the poorest 

country in Europe by a significant margin. There had been little or no 

maintenance of any of the country’s basic infrastructure; water was in short 

supply, power cuts were a daily occurrence and the road network in 

particular was in a complete state of disrepair. Bringing Albania’s 

infrastructure up to the standards enjoyed by the rest of western Europe was 

clearly going to be a challenge. As I became familiar with my surroundings 

and the Albanian people, I sensed that the country was desperately trying to 

emulate the lifestyles projected by its western European neighbours, without 

necessarily having an appreciation of what was needed to achieve those goals.  

I’d been able to find a modern house to rent, recently built by the family 

whose own home was next door. The only drawback to this arrangement 

was that the family would occasionally treat our house as theirs and when 

we were away use it as an extension to their home. The grandfather, an 

habitual smoker, would puff away on his cigarettes flicking ash everywhere as 

he walked around our lounge or sat at our dining table; despite the best 

efforts of his wife and daughter in law to tidy up after him, they found it 

impossible to remove the smell of cigarette smoke from the house after one 

of his visits! But the family were friendly enough and on balance the 

advantages of having the landlord on our doorstep to sort out various 

problems outweighed these tiresome intrusions.  

My wife Heather, who was a primary school teacher at the time back in UK, 

planned to join me once she had given up her job at the end of that summer 

term.   
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However, she and our daughter decided to make a reconnaissance during the 

half term break that May, which was an opportunity to travel to the south of 

the country and visit some of the acclaimed beauty spots and historical sites, 

including Gjirokaster, Saranda and the Roman remains at Butrint near the 

border with Greece. This trip was a real eye-opener as we experienced the 

very evident widespread poverty, the shortages of basic foodstuffs and the 

lack of tourist facilities commonplace in the rest of Europe, including any half 

decent hotels or lodges in which to stay. The countryside and coastline were 

strewn with concrete bunkers, evidence of Albania’s defences which, we’d 

been told, had been built to defend the country from attack by Albania’s 

enemies which included not only the alleged “imperialistic” forces of NATO 

but virtually every country imaginable! Some 700,000 of these bunkers had 

been built across the country and now served only as a reminder of Enver 

Hoxha’s brutal past. 

My job was to train and advise Albanian engineers, economists and project 

managers in the Ministry of Public Works in the procurement procedures 

and execution of major construction contracts to international standards. 

The work ethics of several of my Albanian colleagues left much to be desired 

however and it was a constant struggle to get even the simplest of tasks 

completed to a reasonable time schedule. Although work was supposed to 

start at 8.00 am, few appeared at their desks much before mid-morning 

having consumed several coffees accompanied with raki, a local cognac, in 

nearby cafes or in the Ministry’s own bar located along the corridor not far 

from our unit’s offices! 

Life outside the routine of work largely revolved around socialising with the 

international expatriate community. Few facilities existed although there 

were several good restaurants and at the Rogner Hotel, one of just two 

modern hotels in the centre of town, the bar was an attractive venue where 

expatriates from international agencies and those engaged on other aid 

programmes routinely gathered to exchange news and views about what was 

happening in Albania at that time. After the elections in May 1996, the hoped 

for improvements to social order and institutional governance failed to 

materialise. The progressive collapse of a number of “pyramid” banks, all of 

which had been offering unrealistic returns to investors, only served to fuel 

the fires of social disorder. My Albanian work colleagues had even suggested 

that I should invest in such a banking scheme, just as they had done; sadly 

they all lost their savings when the scheme collapsed at the beginning of 1997. 

  



30 

 

As the first weeks of 1997 went by it became very apparent that the 

government was losing control of the country. Armed criminal gangs 

operated openly without fear of retribution from the authorities. By the end 

of February sporadic gunfire could be heard most evenings in Tirana; it was 

said virtually every household owned a Kalashnikov and I was horrified one 

day to find the teenage son of our landlord playing with such a weapon on 

the veranda next door! Shortly after I arrived at the office on the 12th March 

I received a phone call from the British Embassy instructing me and my wife 

to report to the embassy early that afternoon as we were to be evacuated 

by the Italian navy from the port of Durres later that day. We would be 

allowed to carry just one small bag each containing a few personal belongings. 

The earlier plans to evacuate us by Hercules transport aircraft had been 

cancelled, as the airport was now closed to all traffic, having been attacked 

the previous night by a group of armed men.  

The memories of the next 72 hours remain with us to this day; the briefing 

at the embassy, when the single SAS officer charged with leading us to safety 

enquired which was the road to the port of Durres; gathering at the port 

under gunfire and hearing bullets ricocheting off the walls of the compound 

where we were initially assembled; gazing up at the star studded sky that 

night and seeing for the first time the Hale Bopp comet framed by lines of 

tracer shells from machine gun fire directed above us; falling to the ground 

to avoid the bullets from Italian guns when marines, aboard the landing craft 

sent to pick us up, opened fire at the dockside where we were gathered in 

the hope it would deter any Albanians who were near us from trying to get 

into their craft. Finally, after nearly 24 hours waiting on the dockside, we 

jumped into the landing craft with our bags and were taken out to a waiting 

warship where, in the hold of the ship, the men were separated from the 

women and we were searched and had our passports checked. After what 

seemed an age and without any explanation, we had to re-embark the landing 

craft to be taken to another warship which eventually took us to Brindisi, 

arriving there some 48 hours after leaving Tirana. There the British Embassy 

had arranged a charter flight to take us to London, but not before we had to 

sign an undertaking to pay for our flights or forfeit our passports! Aboard the 

aircraft an Irish nun, who had been evacuated with others by helicopter to 

Brindisi, lead us in prayers for safe deliverance from the horrors of what was 

happening in Albania; truly the Lord had been looking over us during those 

hectic hours.  
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For a couple of months I continued my work from Paris waiting for the 

political situation in Albania to stabilise and some sense of social order to be 

restored. New elections had been planned for the end of June 1997, together 

with a referendum on whether there was any support in the country for a 

return to a monarchy.  By mid June it was deemed safe enough to return to 

Tirana, although considerable precautions had to be taken after dark and 

when traveling around the country, where numerous armed gangs held rule. 

When the election results were declared at the beginning of July the 

opposition party had secured the majority of the vote and despite accusations 

of electoral fraud a new government was formed; the appointed Minister in 

the Ministry of Public Works, to whom I reported and advised, was to be 

changed yet again. Celebrations that evening in Tirana resulted in a long 

period of sustained heavy gunfire around the city when I decided the safest 

place in my house was in the corridor between our first-floor bedrooms as 

tracer shells poured past the windows on either side of the house.  

As the months went by we became almost immune to the sound of gunfire 

and life seemed to return to an almost normal routine. We travelled to 

Greece and Italy with my Albanian colleagues to have discussions with the 

authorities there, on projects on the respective borders with those countries 

aimed at improving cross border movements and security. Works were 

progressing on new highways and repairs to port infrastructure; studies were 

underway for other projects including improvements to Albania’s limited 

railway network.  

But danger was never far away; one Sunday morning as we approached the 

Rogner hotel where we had planned to buy a weekend paper and a coffee, a 

gunfight broke out forcing us to run into the hotel, followed shortly after by 

an Albanian carrying his Kalashnikov, which he promptly laid on the bar, 

demanding a beer! It was an hour or two before the gunfire died down and 

we felt it was safe to leave the hotel and return home. A far more traumatic 

incident occurred however one Friday evening; as we left a friend’s house 

after a dinner party in the centre of Tirana, in time to be home by 9 o’clock 

as recommended by the authorities, we were ambushed by two armed 

gunmen as we got into our car to drive home. They forced us out of the car 

and promptly drove off in it! Reporting the incident to the police a short 

while later, they enquired where the car registration documents were, which 

to their surprise, I promptly produced from my jacket pocket; by law those 

documents had to be kept in the car, but I had always maintained that they 

would be in the car, if I was the driver and had them on my person!  
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Unfortunately for the high-jackers, as they headed north for the border with 

Montenegro, they were stopped by the police and when they were unable to 

find the registration documents they were promptly arrested. With the help 

of the Ministry’s lawyers I was later able to recover the car but not until after 

the incident had been reported on national TV which resulted in some 

unwelcome attention. 

By the time we came to leave the country in the summer of 1999, the Kosovo 

war had been raging for over a year. Serbian forces were regularly attacking 

the Albanian communities in neighbouring Kosovo and refugees were pouring 

across the border into Albania, adding to the country’s difficulties, where the 

government was still struggling to maintain a semblance of law and order. 

NATO aircraft, flying at over the speed of sound, regularly overflew Tirana 

on bombing missions to Serbia; with the crash of the sound barrier above 

them, Albanians maintained it was they who were being bombed! 

Commercial flights in and out of Albania had been severely constrained by 

NATO’s operations and the only airline operating when we came to leave 

was Air Albania, the country’s national airline. As we checked in for our flight 

to Zurich we couldn’t believe the crowd queuing to get onto the aircraft.   

Once on board we noticed that many of the arm rests had been lifted so 

more passengers could be seated between the seats, although those extra 

passengers wouldn’t have the benefit of seat belts! As the plane trundled 

down the runway to take off we held our breath, knowing how overloaded 

the aircraft was. Finally, to our great relief, it struggled into the air – a fitting 

end to our adventure in Albania. 

Paul Lawrence 
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Some members of the Julian Group have been meeting via Zoom for around 

a year now. These meetings are necessarily a bit different from in person 

meetings. For one thing we confine them to 40 minutes as I don’t have a 

‘Zoom Pro’ subscription. We have 20 minutes of silence instead of 30, and I 

screen share an image related to the theme during the silence. We have taken 

a break in the second half of May, but I propose to hold another Zoom 

session on Tuesday 8th June at 2 pm.  

 

 

 

The time has come, however, to return to in 

person meetings, and the first of these will be 

once again at Jenny Saville’s house, 37a, Derry 

Downs, BR5 4DU, on Tuesday 22nd June at 2 

pm, ‘Road Map’ permitting, of course! 

 

I am conscious that some people have been 

able to attend regularly on Zoom who won’t 

be able to attend in person so easily, so for the 

time being I will run a Zoom meeting 

alternating with in person, i.e. I’ll try to run one 

of each type of meeting every month, but will 

review this according to the demand. 

 

We are always delighted to welcome new attendees, so please ask for further 

details if you are interested. 

 

Vanessa Dixon 

Email: Vanessa.m.dixon@btinternet.com 

Telephone: 01689 851767 

 

  

mailto:Vanessa.m.dixon@btinternet.com
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 Chislehurst Road Garage 

  

* All makes serviced and repaired. 
* MOT and Repair 

* Air-Con Service and Repair 
* Diagnostic and Repair 

* Exhaust and Tyres Fitted 

  

42, Chislehurst Road, Orpington BR6 0DJ 

  

01689 830201 
  

chislehurstroadgarage@gmail.com 
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COFFEE BREAK SUDOKU 
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CHILDREN’S CORNER 

 

 

WORDSEARCH 

Find the words in the grid

 
  



38 

 

THE LIGHTER SIDE 

 
 

Do the maths 

A teacher posed the following problem to one of her maths classes:  "A 

wealthy man dies and leaves ten million pounds. One-fifth is to go to his wife, 

one-fifth is to go to his son, one-sixth to his butler, and the rest to charity. 

Now, what does each get?" 

After a very long silence in the classroom, one little boy raised his hand. With 

complete sincerity, he ventured, "A solicitor?" 

 

Neighbourhood Watch 

In one small rural village the local vet also led the local Neighbourhood 

Watch group.  Late one night the phone rang, and his wife answered.  An 

agitated voice inquired, "Is your husband there?" 

"He is, but tell me, do you need him as the vet or the Neighbourhood 

Watch?" the wife asked. 

"Both!" was the reply. "We can't get our dog's mouth open, and there's a 

burglar in it!" 

 

Out to graze 

A group of elderly British tourists were touring Holland by bus. They stopped 

at a cheese farm where a young guide led them through the process of making 

cheese from goat's milk.  She showed the group a lovely hillside where many 

goats were grazing. 

"These," she explained, "are the older goats put out to pasture when they no 

longer produce." She then asked, "What do you do in Britain with your old 

goats?"  

A spry old gentleman answered: "They send us on bus tours!" 

 

Thankful 

A minister said to a precocious six-year-old boy, “So your mother says a 

prayer over you each night? That’s very commendable. What does she say?” 

The little boy replied, “Thank God he’s in bed!” 

 

  



39 

 

 
 

GROUPS AND SOCIETIES 

 
Choir Practice  This takes place on Fridays at 7.30pm (except August) 

 

Bible Reading   BRF Notes are available on request. 

Fellowship  Contact: Maggie Dawson - 01689 823857 

 

Bible Study Group This group is open to all and meet on the 2nd Tuesday of 

each month at 10.30 am at 27 Glendower Crescent. 

  Contact: tbc 

 

Children’s Society Contact: Anne Spencer - 01689 601753 

 

Garden Group  This group meets on Thursdays at 10.00 am until 12.30pm  

  (weather permitting). 

  Contact: Dave House - 01689 828037 

 

Church Mission Society Contact: Richard Newson - 01689 821445 

 

Corporate Communion (Focus and Mothers’ Union): This takes place on the  

  3rd Wednesday of each month at 10:00 am in the Church 

 

Focus  This group is open to all women and meet on the 2nd 

Thursday of each month at 2.00 pm in the Old Church 

  Contact:  Anne Spencer - 01689 601753 

  

Julian Group  This group is open to all and meet on the 3rd Tuesday of 

each month at 2:00pm  

  Contact: Vanessa Dixon - 01689 851767 

 

Mothers’ Union  PLEASE NOTE there will be no further branch meetings until 

  further notice 

  Contact: Ann Crowe - 01689 826216 

   

Out of Focus  This social group is open to all men and meet approximately  

every two months to chat and arrange outings 

  Contact: David House - 01689 828037 

  

St Michael’s Guild The guild decorate the Church throughout the year including 

weddings and funerals. They can arrange pedestals for 

members of the congregation to celebrate an anniversary, 

birthday or in memory of a loved one. 

  Contact:  Margaret Lovett - 01689 831667 
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