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Quality Home Help Service 

Cleaning - Laundry - Ironing- Shopping 

Running Errands - Companionship 

 

Call Lena on : 0203 609 2417 

www.marigoldseniorsupport.com 

http://www.marigoldseniorsupport.com/
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ORPINGTON PARISH CHURCH 
Top of Church Hill (off High Street). Other entrances and car parks in Bark Hart Rd 

Follow us on Facebook at All Saints’ Orpington. 

Vicar:  The Rev’d George M Rogers 

   Please contact the Vicar via the office (see below),  

   or email: george.rogers3@gmail.com  

Website:  www.allsaintsorpington.org.uk 

Lay Ministers:  Pam Mercer  Tel: 01689 821171 

   Abi Hiscock    Tel: 01689 898329 

Pastoral Assistant:           Sheila Anderson  Tel: 07957 218706 

Churchwardens:  Peter Clarke  Tel: 01689 832325 

   Duncan Hellicar  Tel: 01689 871026  

Assistant Wardens: Malcolm Dixon     Tel: 01689 851767 

                                     Gill Sinclair       Tel: 01689 875702 

   Jean Reeve  Tel: 01689 871925 

                                     Denis Reidy    Tel: 01689 607202 

Children and   Catherine King / Val Pickering 

Young People  youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 
   Cathy Hussey  Tel:  01689 821632 

Director of Music:      Phoebe Tak Man Chow   Email:  takmanchow@gmail.com 

Parish Administrator  Karen Kelly   Tel: 01689 832031 

Church Office  Monday-Friday: 9.30 to 12.30  Closed on Wednesdays 
   Bark Hart Road, Orpington. BR6 0QD  

   Tel: 01689 832031  Email: allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 

Parochial Church Council 

 Secretary: Gill Sinclair  Tel: 01689 875702 

 Treasurer: Tim Birse   Tel: 01689 836392 

Safeguarding Officer Gill Sinclair   Tel: 01689 875702.  

Planned Giving Recorder: David Laker  Tel: 01689 834820  

Book of Remembrance: Church Office  Tel: 01689 832031 

Sacristan:  Malcolm & Vanessa Dixon:   Tel: 01689 851767  

Magazine Editor:              Gill Sinclair  Email: gillsinclair@outlook.com 

Caretaker:                         David House  Tel: 07956 101189 

Special Facilities:              Loop system for the deaf - set to position ‘T’ on hearing aids. 

                Ramp into church. Wheelchair access. Toilet for the disabled. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   SUNDAY SERVICES  8.00am    Holy Communion  BCP 

    9.30am    Parish Eucharist  CW 

   First Sunday of each month 3.30pm    Choral Evensong 

   Wednesday    10.00am   Eucharist  CW 

   Monday to Friday   9.00am    Morning Prayer  CW 

Major Saints’ Days as announced in the diary 

mailto:george.rogers3@gmail.com
http://www.allsaintsorpington.org.uk/
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NOTICEBOARD 

 ALL SAINTS’ PRAYING FOR ALL STREETS 

This month we are praying for the following streets in the 

Parish: 

    Cotswold Rise     Knoll Rise     Quilter Road 

            Uplands Road      Wiltshire Road 

May the love of Jesus abide in your homes and with your families 

 

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU 

We are praying for all those whose birthdays are this month, 

especially: 

Julia Jeffery 

May the light of Jesus shine through them on your Birthday 

 

 DAILY HOPE: This is a service being provided by the 

Church of England.  When you call 0800 804 8044 you will 

be given six options to choose from, including a weekly 

service, popular hymns and traditional morning and evening 

prayer.  

 

 

 

FOLLOW OUR SERVICES:  The following link takes 

you directly to the video page of All Saints' Facebook and 

from there you can choose which video to watch. You do 

not need to have a Facebook account – 
https://www.facebook.com/AllSaintsOrpington/videos/?ref=page_internal 

 
 

 

HOME COMMUNION: - If you have been unable to 

attend church services and would like to receive Holy 

Communion, the Vicar and Lay Ministers will be able to 

bring the sacrament to you.  Please telephone the Church 

Office (01689 832031) to request a visit. 

 

 

SAINTS ALIVE! MAGAZINE 

Please send your articles for the next month’s magazine to 

Gill by Sunday 24 July 2022. 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/AllSaintsOrpington/videos/?ref=page_internal
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THE HOLY TRINITY 

Trinity Sunday is when the church proclaims and celebrates the mystery of 

the three ways we know the One God. The term “Trinity” is never 

mentioned in the Bible, and for good reason: scripture isn’t interested in 

God’s essence and being as God exists in and for God’s self. It focuses on 

God’s being and action in the world on behalf of the world. The concept of 

the Triune God began to emerge as Jesus’ followers grappled with the 

relationship among these three ways they knew and experienced God. 

Though clearly three different experiences, there was a unity that made 

them one. 

The process began as early as the New Testament was being written. Paul, 

concluding his second letter to the church at Corinth, invoked upon them 

this blessing: “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit...” Further along we learn that “ we have 

peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, whose love has been poured 

into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.” By the 

time Matthew’s gospel was being written the Church was baptising in the 

name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

The One Paul called God, Jesus called “Father.” But Jesus went even further. 

He said that he and the Father are one. In  John’s gospel Jesus continually 

proclaims this unity with the Father. It’s not an emotional unity, nor even a 

unity in purpose. It is an essential unity, as in the same substance. In the 

same gospel, Philip asks Jesus to show them the Father, to which Jesus 

responds, “Have I been with you so long Phillip, and still you do not know 

me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.” For the next 300 years the 

Church would wrestle with how God, the Maker of heaven and earth, could 

be present among them in Christ. They believed he revealed his very self in 

human form. They believed he redeemed the world by giving up his life. 

They knew he created a means for having a new and life-giving relationship 

with him and they believed he opened the way not only to new but eternal 

life through the resurrection of the dead. 

The confession that would come from these intellectual struggles describes 

Jesus as God from God, Light from Light, true God from True God, begotten, not 

made, of one Being with the Father; through whom all things were made. Jesus 

and the Father are one substance and have been so from before the 

beginning. The phrase, “through whom all things were made,” is a reference, 

not to the Father but to the Son. It was he who laid aside his divine privilege 

and power to become incarnate in the Virgin Mary and become one of us.   
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The Son was present at and took part in God’s act of creation as the Word 

of God, through whom the Father created. 

But another was present at creation as well, the One who blew life and 

animation into the created world, the Holy Spirit. It was this same Spirit 

that had fallen on the disciples to give them new life at Pentecost. It was the 

Spirit that had been the bond of love between the Father and the Son in 

Jesus’ life and ministry. It was the Spirit who joined them to Christ in 

baptism, the Spirit by which they experienced Christ present in the Lord’s 

Supper, the Spirit which prayed within them even when they did not know 

how to pray. 

According to Augustine the Spirit that is the will of God that acts as the 

bond among us and God now, and is the force that calls, draws, and keeps 

all of us Christians together loving one another as Christ loves us. And so 

the Church confesses that the Spirit is “the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father, who with the Father and Son is worshiped in 

glorified.” The Spirit who is worshiped and glorified with the Father and the 

Son, is one of them, one with them. 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—three personifications of the one God, three 

ways in which we know God. Each is identified by a way of being for us: one 

a way of being over us, one a way of being with us, one a way of being in us, 

yet each, the one and same God. The concept of the Trinity emerged in the 

Church to confess that though we know God in these three different ways, 

it is always the same God acting. It is one personal God, living and acting in 

three different ways, always at the same time. 

One more word about this, each of the three participates in the work of 

the other. What one personification of the Triune God does, all three do. 

Every person of the Trinity is involved in every outward action of God. We 

have already seen that all three were active and present in creation, though 

it is common to call the Father, “Almighty,” and “maker of heaven and 

earth.” All three were active in Jesus incarnation, life, ministry and 

redemption, though we commonly speak of atonement and redemption as 

the work of Christ. All three are equally present to give us new life and 

make us holy, though that is commonly ascribed to the work of the Holy 

Spirit. While we can speak of one of the three being eminently involved in 

a given operation, all three are involved in the operation of each. What one 

does, all three do as One. All three participate in God’s world to create, 

redeem and sanctify. 

The Rev’d George M Rogers 
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PARISH REGISTERS - JUNE 2022 

BAPTISMS:  

      We extend a warm welcome into the Church Family 

 

  BURIAL/CREMATIONS: 

 

                

 

 

 

             We extend our love and sympathy to their family and friends 

____________________________________________________________ 

 

 

ASCENSION DAY CLEBRATIONS 

On Ascension Day, we, as is now 

tradition, let off three rockets 

and sipped a glass of 

something!  We thought, this 

year, that it would be fun to share 

this with our friends on 

Facebook.  Lots of people liked 

the video and commented.   

Derek Bush, who describes himself as a poet, wrote the following and we 

thought we ought to share with you all. 

"What a beautiful church.  I love the way the windows are ablaze with a 

warm orange light, welcoming and uplifting: 

In the darkness of the night, 

the light, through the windows, calls 

"Oh weary travellers passing by, 

rest awhile within our walls" 

Lesley Birse  

12 June Fraser Thomas Page 

19 June George Benjamin Worley 

Burial 25 May Sandra Allison Elms (71) 

Burial of Ashes 31 May Jean Rose Giles (87) 

Burial of Ashes 1 June Arlene Adelaide Bryson-Ross (72) 

Burial of Ashes 4 June Laura Alice Letchford (28) 

Cremation 15 June Marjorie Morgan (94) 

Burial of Ashes 17 June Cyril Douglas Sergeant (94) 

Burial of Ashes 18 June Iris Sylvia Farr (79) 

Cremation 20 June Alice Maud Smith (90) 
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THE STORY BEHIND THE HYMN 

“O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” 

Though John Wesley is called the father of 

Methodism, his brother Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 

may be called the father of Methodist congregational 

singing. 

Charles disliked the prevalence of the psalms in 

worship songs of his time. Out of that, he gave 

Methodism and modern hymnody many original hymn 

texts, including “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing,” which he wrote for 

Sunday, 21 May 1739—the first anniversary of his conversion on Pentecost 

Sunday, or Whitsunday as it was known then. The conversion had preceded 

by three days John Wesley’s famous reaffirmation of his faith at Aldersgate 

Chapel. 

The hymn was first published in A Collection of Hymns for the Use of the People 

Called Methodists (1780). The significance of this hymn in the Methodist 

tradition is symbolised by its appearance as the first hymn in the United 

Methodist Hymnal (1989). 

Isaac Watts (1674-1748), an early contemporary of the Wesley brothers, 

introduced hymn singing as a common experience. Watts bridged the era 

between rigid metrical psalm singing and the freer expression of hymns, and 

is often called the father of English hymnody. However, the Wesleys 

emphasised the nature of human experience within a hymn rather than the 

more objective perspective of Watts. In this, Charles Wesley reached much 

further into the emotional realm of human experience. 

Wesley’s poetic response to his conversion is replete with literary elegance 

and beautiful control of language. In the text set in the UM Hymnal, Wesley 

employs hyperbole right from the start with “O for a thousand tongues to 

sing,” to heighten the emotional impact of the poem.  

To further heighten the emotional nature of the poem, Wesley punctuates 

words like “Jesus” and the last words of phrases with an exclamation point. 

Wesley uses antithesis throughout to contrast the darkness of sin with the 

light of the atoning blood that heals and humble our hearts, and replaces 

our fears with the rejoicing for a new life. This contrast underscores the 

nature of Wesley’s own conversion. 
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FOCUS PLATINUM JUBILEE CREAM TEA 

On Thursday 9th June, the Focus Group held a 

Platinum Jubilee Cream Tea, which was open to all. 

Cloudy weather meant the event took place in the 

Nave of the Old Church, rather than in St Nicholas 

Garden, but tables gaily decorated in patriotic 

colours and laden with a traditional repast of tea, 

cake, scones, jam and cream, presented an inviting 

sight. 

In honour of the occasion those attending dressed in red, white and blue 

and enjoyed reminiscing about aspects of the four-day celebration of the 

reign of Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth II. To round off the tea, all stood to 

sing the National Anthem and, after circulating to exchange news and 

pleasantries, all went home replete and in good humour.  Our thanks go to 

Anne Spencer for organising the successful event. 

Pam Mercer 
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STEWARDSHIP OF TIME AND TALENTS 

 

ST MICHAEL’S GUILD 

Do you love flowers? 

Do you have time and talent? 

Have you thought of joining St Michael’s Guild? 

St Michael's Guild is a group of flower arrangers who enjoy creating many 

artistic designs to decorate our beautiful Church with seasonal flowers each 

week throughout the year. 

The whole Church is decorated with additional flowers for the festivals of 

Easter, Pentecost, Harvest and Christmas but only foliage is used during 

Advent. 

The Church is left completely bare in Lent, symbolic of that season but 

comes to life at Easter when decorated with the lilies generously donated 

in memory of loved ones and also used to create the garden of repose in 

the old church. 

Special floral arrangements for weddings and funerals are often requested 

and the Guild are happy to organise individual colours and needs. 

Occasionally we receive a gift of money to create a special pedestal to mark 

an anniversary, birthday or in memory of a loved one on a particular Sunday 

and these donations are greatly appreciated.  

Currently we have ten ladies in our team, sadly much depleted in recent 

years, all with varying expertise in flower arranging.  

The flowers are usually arranged on a Friday morning by two members of 

the Guild. They choose when and how often they are able to volunteer 

for weekly flowers, but everyone is involved at festivals. 

In addition, the whole group meets together 5 times a year to plan the rotas 

well ahead, decide on the designs to be used, and organise visits to the 

wholesaler or supermarket to buy flowers. These are always enjoyable and 

friendly meetings with a cup of tea.  



13 

 

The Guild are always delighted to hear comments about the flowers and 

would welcome anyone to come and meet us and consider joining us on a 

regular basis. 

Flowers have been placed in churches for hundreds of years to glorify God 

and assist us in worshiping Him, do come and join us to ensure this 

continues. 

If you would like further information about an arrangement of flowers or 

joining St Michael's Guild, please contact any of the Guild members. 

Margaret Lovett 

01689 831667 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Dave House kindly donated some 

lilies, which he grows in his pond 

at home, to the Guild who made 

a lovely display in both the Old 

and New Churches. 
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Live-In Home Care 
 

We are a family owned and run agency specialising in 

live-in care, with over 30 years experience in the care 

sector.  

  

We offer an alternative to residential care, providing our 

clients with one to one live-in care, enabling them to 

remain in the comfort and security of their own home. 
  

We are based in Tunbridge Wells, Kent and provide live-in 

services to clients in the local areas of Kent and Sussex. 

 

 

  

 

Tel: 01892 518400  

www.bespokecarecompany.co.uk 
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P A C E Y’s 
The Garden Shop 

Garden Machinery and Tools 

Sales and Servicing. 

71 Chislehurst Rd, Orpington,  
BR6 0DQ 

FREE collection and delivery 

01689 834208 
Email: info@paceymowers.co.uk 

mailto:info@paceymowers.co.uk
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CHILDHOOD MEMORIES 

 

I expect many of you have some lovely memories of your 

childhood. I have some lovely memories of being with my 

grandparents. I spent a lot of time with them as both mum 

and dad were working full time. I used to go to the 

allotment with my grandfather (Gramp).  

He was called the Onion King by other allotment owners as he grew huge 

onions amongst many other fruits and vegetables. When we were working 

on the allotment, I remember telling him that I was thirsty. ‘Go and pull a 

stick of rhubarb and suck on that’ he said. ‘You won’t be thirsty anymore’. 

If I said I was hungry he told me to pull a carrot up and eat it. I would 

complain that it was covered in soil. ‘That won’t hurt you’ I was told. ‘If you 

go into the shed, you’ll find a knife and you can scrape the dirt off and then 

you can eat it’. It didn’t seem to do me any harm.  I’m still here.  

He had a lovely dog called Jack when I was growing up and that dog was my 

best friend. Jack was a golden retriever. He put up with a lot from me. I 

dressed him up, made him a bed with covers and pillow in front of the fire 

in the winter and he stayed there. I could do anything with him. I remember 

he liked tea and wouldn’t drink it if he thought it was too hot, so Nan would 

pretend to add a drop more milk and then he’d drink it. One day Jack got 

out and wasn’t wearing his collar for some reason. Gramp walked the 

streets looking for him, but he was never found, and we didn’t see him again 

from that day.  My grandfather always said that if I was there at the time, 

the dog would never have gone missing. How true that was we’ll never 

know. 

On washing day my grandfather always helped with the washing.  All the 

“white” wash was put into the copper in the corner of the scullery. He lit a 

fire underneath it to boil the water. Then all the sheets and towels etc. were 

put in there to boil. Then they were taken out and rinsed in the sink with a 

“blue bag” in the final rinse to make the whites look whiter.  The washing 

was then taken into the garden where the mangle was kept. I always wanted 

to help, and my grandfather was always telling me to ‘mind your fingers’. 

Life was pretty tough, but we all survived, and I have some wonderful 

memories of growing up. 

Brenda Smith 
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THE EVENING SUN 
 

 
 

We all have rainy days. But after a rainy day often comes a sunny evening, 

and there’s a peculiar clarity to the air after rain. You can hear the birds 

singing from miles around, and you can pick up the scent from flowers that 

sparkle in the evening sunlight, the droplets of water on the leaves shining 

like jewels.  

 

At times like that we can feel really close to God! 
 

Evening Sun 

After a day of cloud and rain 

The evening sun comes out again. 

Forget the gloomy day that’s gone, 

And listen to the robin’s song! 

In the sunshine’s golden glow 

See the garden’s floral show! 

 

And nature, freshened, can rejoice 

In sparkling colour, scent, and voice. 

If your day is damp and grey 

Know the cloud will go away – 

The pouring rain will soon be done 

And then will come the evening sun! 

 

Nigel Beeton 
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15th July:  St Swithun (or Swithin) 

Saint for a rainy day 

St Swithun is apparently the saint you can blame 

for rainy summers. It is said that if it rains on his 

special day, 15th July, it will then rain for 40 days 

after that.  

It all began when Swithun was made Bishop of 

Winchester in 852 by King Ethelwulf of Wessex. 

It was an important posting: Winchester was the capital of Wessex, and 

during the 10 years Swithun was there, Wessex became the most important 

kingdom of England.    

During his life, instead of washing out people’s summer holidays, and 

damping down their spirits, Swithun seems to have done a lot of good. He 

was famous for his charitable gifts and for his energy in getting churches 

built.  

When he was dying in 862, he asked that he be buried in the cemetery of 

the Old Minster, just outside the west door.   

If he had been left there in peace, who knows how many rainy summers the 

English may have been spared over the last 1000 years. But, no, it was 

decided to move Swithun.  

By now, the 960s, Winchester had become the first monastic cathedral 

chapter in England, and the newly installed monks wanted Swithun in the 

cathedral with them. So finally, on 15 July 971, his bones were dug up and 

Swithun was translated into the cathedral.   

That same day many people claimed to have had miraculous cures. Certainly 

everyone got wet, for the heavens opened. The unusually heavy rain that 

day, and on the days following, was attributed to the power of St Swithun. 

Swithun was moved again in 1093, into the new Winchester cathedral.  

His shrine was a popular place of pilgrimage throughout the middle ages. 

The shrine was destroyed during the Reformation and restored in 1962. 

There are 58 ancient dedications to Swithun in England.   
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES 
 

Sunday Clubs 

 
 

 

Young Saints 
 

    For all children and young people 

9.30 a.m in the hall 

 
 

Join us as we have fun learning about Jesus, 

the Bible and Church.   

 

We sing, play games, make things, cook and 

pray together. 
 

 

 

 

There is a creche for babies and very young 

children. 
 

 

 

Contact: Catherine King or Val Pickering 

  Email: youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 
 

 
All groups come into church in time to join the congregation at the altar to 

receive a communion or blessing and join their parents. 

  

mailto:youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com
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ALL SAINTS’ PARISH CHURCH  

MONTHLY CALENDAR – JULY 2022 

(PLEASE NOTE:  Events can be added or cancelled at short notice  

so please remember to check the weekly pew sheet) 

Every Week:  Monday to Friday, 9.00 am - Morning Prayer 

   Monday to Friday, 5.00 pm – Evening Prayer 

   Friday, 7.30 pm – Choir Practice 

Fri 1 9.30 am Contemplative Prayer (Church) 

Sat 2 10.00 am New Church Exhibition (until 4 pm) 

Sun 3 Thomas the Apostle 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Eucharist 

  12 noon New Church Exhibition (until 3 pm) 

  3.30 pm Choral Evensong 

Tues 5 8.00 pm Festival Choir Rehearsal 

Wed 6 10.00 am  Midweek Eucharist followed by Morning Coffee 

Thurs 7 10.00 am Tots 

  10.00 am Gardening Group 

  11.30 am U3A Choir Rehearsal 

  5.30 pm External Hire in choir vestry (until 8.30 pm) 

Fri 8 2.30 pm Festival Choir Rehearsal  

Sat 9 10.00 am Baptism Open Morning  

  7.30 pm Festival Choir Concert 

Sun 10 Fourth Sunday after Trinity 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Eucharist 

  3.00 pm Baptism 

Wed 13 10.00 am Midweek Eucharist followed by Morning Coffee 

  7.00 pm Orpington Chorale Rehearsal 

Thurs 14 10.00 am Tots  

  10.00 am Gardening Group 

  5.30 pm External Hire in choir vestry (until 8.30 pm) 
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Fri 15 9.30 am Lectio Divina (Church) 

Sat 16 12 noon Coffee Recital (refreshments served from 11am) 

  7.30 pm Orpington Chorale Concert 

Sun 17 Fifth Sunday after Trinity 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Eucharist 

  3.00 pm Baptism 

  3.00 pm May Queen Dancing followed by cream tea 

  4.00 pm Baptism 

Wed 20 10.00 am  Midweek Eucharist followed by Morning Coffee 

  7.30 pm PCC Meeting (Church) 

Thurs 21 10.00 am Tots 

  10.00 am Gardening Group 

  11.30 am U3A Choir Rehearsal 

Fri 22 6.30 pm Focus BBQ 

Sun 24 Sixth Sunday after Trinity 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Eucharist 

Wed 27 10.00 am  Midweek Eucharist followed by Morning Coffee 

Thurs 28 10.00 am Gardening Group 

Fri 29 2.00 pm Bereavement Group (Church) 

- Please note change of venue 

Sun 31 Seventh Sunday after Trinity 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Eucharist 

 

Forthcoming Events 

Saturday 3 September  Children’s Society Walk 

Saturday 17 September  Quiz & Mocktail Evening (Church Hall) 
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES  

  

Throughout the week 

  

 
   All Saints’ Tots 
   A friendly and fun group for babies, toddlers and their 

parents, 

   grandparents and carers.  

  

We meet every Thursday in term time between 10.00-11.30am. 

  

Come and find us at the back of the Church to have a cuppa and a chat whilst the 

little ones play.  

  

Contact: Cathy Hussey - Tel: 01689 821632  

 
 

   Guiding  
   Meet in the Church Hall 

 

 

Rangers     (14 - 18 years)  Alternate Wednesdays  

Guides     (10 - 15 years)  7.30-9.00pm  

Brownies   (7 - 10 ½ years)  6.00-7.30pm  

 

Contact: Division Commissioner:  Jenny Wilkins -  01689 830844 

 

 

   Scouting 2nd Orpington Scout Group  
   Meet at 50a Court Road 

  

Explorers (14 - 18 years)  Thursday 

Scouts        (10½ - 14 years)  Wednesday & Friday 

Cubs          (8 - 10½ years)      Monday & Tuesday 

Beavers      (6 - 8 years)  Tuesday & Wednesdayp 

  

Contact: via website  www.2nd.orp.org.uk 

  

mailto:-%20cathy-hussey@ntlworld.com
http://www.2nd.orp.org.uk/
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25th July: St Christopher - Patron saint of motorists 

The legend goes that St Christopher was a Canaanite who 

lived in the 3rd century.  He was a giant of a man, of fearsome 

appearance. At first, he decided to serve the devil, but when 

he discovered that the devil was afraid of Christ and His 

Cross, Christopher decided to serve Christ instead. A 

nearby hermit instructed Christopher in the Christian faith 

and assigned to him a place near a river: Christopher’s job 

was to help travellers cross it safely.   

All went well, and Christopher helped lots of people on their way until one 

day a child came along and asked to be carried across. Christopher put him 

on his back and set off, but was soon staggering under the astonishing weight 

of this child. The child then told him that He was in fact Jesus Christ, and 

that He carried the weight of the whole world. The Christ-child then told 

Christopher to plant his staff in the ground: the next day it bore flowers 

and dates – confirmation that the child was indeed who He claimed to be.   

After some time more of helping travellers cross the river, Christopher 

went to the city of Lycia, where he preached the gospel with such success 

that the Roman emperor (Decius?) had him arrested and imprisoned – 

especially when Christopher refused to sacrifice to the gods. Two women 

sent into his cell to seduce him came out converted Christians instead. So, 

Christopher was beaten, shot with arrows and finally beheaded. 

Christopher has been well-loved of the English down the centuries. Many 

wall-paintings of him have been placed on the north wall of churches, 

opposite the porch, so that he would be seen by all who entered. There 

was good reason for this: as patron saint of travellers, it was believed that 

anyone who saw an image of St Christopher would not die that day. As the 

ancient saying goes: ‘Behold St Christopher and go thy way in safety’. 

A kind of daily insurance policy against death - this was so good that in due 

course St Christopher became the patron saint of motorists. There is even 

a church in the Javel area of Paris where Citroen cars are made, that is 

dedicated to St Christopher. In modern times, with the increase in air and 

motorway travel, Christopher has remained popular.  

When in 1969 the Holy See reduced his feast day, there was a sharp protest 

in several countries, led in Italy by a number of popular film stars. If you ever 

travel in a taxi on the Continent, look out for a little St Christopher hanging 

from the rear-view mirror beside the driver. Now you know why it is there! 
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PILGRIMAGE TO MIRFIELD – 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On 27th May, a group of 7 of us from All Saints set off from Orpington 

Station to spend the weekend on a pilgrimage at the Community of the 

Resurrection at Mirfield. We were joined at Kings Cross by three more 

pilgrims from Brighton, Crayford and Beckenham and at Mirfield by another 

who had driven over from Scarborough. 

 

Having been rather dismayed to find that no hot drinks were available in the 

buffet car on the train, we arrived at Mirfield to a warm welcome and 

afternoon tea. Brother Philip then welcomed us and took us into the Church 

for the first time and a short service. This was followed by Evensong and a 

delicious dinner. 

We joined in the pattern of worship with the Brethren. Many were on 

holiday and the students from the theological college had also left on 

holiday, so were we quite a small group, but we did our best to join in the 

pattern of worship all through our stay – Mattins at 6.45am (I’m afraid some 

of us found this too early, though others were early risers), Midday office 

and a Eucharist at 12 noon, Evensong at 6.00pm and Compline at 9.15pm. 

On Saturday, Compline was replaced by The Vigil of the Resurrection and 

Mattins, at a slightly later time on Sunday, was followed by a Solemn 

Eucharist, during which we heard a very powerful sermon delivered by one 

of the Brethren. Joining in with the worship was not compulsory, but not 

to do so seemed to detract considerably from the weekend. In between this 

we had some reflections on parts of the Letter to the Philippians – The 

‘Letter of Joy’ as Brother Philip referred to it and a Lectio Divina session 

with Mother Barbara on part of John 17. 
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There was free time too – time to wander around the beautiful grounds or 

to spend time in the magnificent church and on Saturday afternoon some of 

us enjoyed an invigorating walk to Battyeford Island situated on a strip of 

land sandwiched between the Calder and Hebble Navigation canal (Battye 

Cut) and the River Calder. 

We left on Monday morning after a final visit to the church and farewell. 

Thank you to Vanessa for all her hard work in arranging the weekend for 

us – it proved to be an enriching spiritual experience as well as an 

opportunity to spend time together. 

Ann Uphill 
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Refreshments will be served from 11 a.m 

Admission is free with a retiring collection. 

The programme for 2022 is as follows: 
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QUEEN’S JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS AT ALL SAINTS’ 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Our thanks to Young Saints, Sunnykids Preschool, 9th Orpington Brownies 

and Guides and to Blenheim Primary School for decorating our church with 

some inspired artwork, to make up the various banners around the church 

for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. 

 

We also extend our thanks to St Michael’s Guild who decorated the 

Bishop’s Chair (and several pedestals) with a glorious array of red, white 

and blue flowers – a wonderful tribute to a Queen. 

 

We also thank Phoebe and the choir for the special music at Choral 

Evensong – as always, the choir did us proud. 
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Tickets (£7 for adults, £4 

for under 18s) are available 

after the Sunday Eucharist 

or by contacting Anne 

Spencer, any evening after 

6.30 pm, on 01689 601753.    

 

Please bring your own 

drinks, cutlery and 

crockery; 

we will supply the meat, 

salads and desserts. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The most needed items are as follows: 

Tinned Soup  /  Tinned Vegetables 

Tinned Vegetables (not potatoes) 

 Tinned Tomatoes  /  bleach 

      Long Life Milk cartons 

We have plenty of cereal, tea and biscuits 

No frozen or chilled items please as we do not have the correct storage. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Vanessa Dixon 

  

 

All Saints’ 

Barbecue 

 

Friday  22 July @ 

6.30 P.M 

 

St Nicholas Garden 
(hall if wet) 

 



29 

 

 

 

 

 

Margaret writes - I was pleased to see that David is organising another cycle 

ride ‘ Bridge to  Bezi’  and I know that he has riders going from the UK and 

elsewhere to help raise money for paying school fees for the children, more 

of that nearer the time.  My continued love and thanks to you all - Margaret 

Extracts from the Newsletter 

We have had a busy couple of months! One of our baby boys was finally 

adopted.  Three families have stepped forward to foster girls under our 

care, and plans to reunify two of our children with their biological families 

are at an advanced stage. We are excited for what the rest of the year has 

in store as we outwork our vision to see every child in a secure and loving 

family! 

In Zimbabwe many children are at risk of separation from their biological 

families due to the death of one or both parents, parental migration for 

work opportunities, abuse, abandonment, and neglect. The Covid-19 

pandemic has only exacerbated this situation. After the death of primary 

caregivers due to Covid-19, children have become orphans overnight. 

Furthermore, many families (including the extended family support 

structure) are now failing to maintain the most basic of lifestyles against a 

backdrop of economic poverty. Sadly, this leaves children vulnerable to 

exploitation, trafficking, and early marriage. Adoption is defined as 'the 

action or fact of legally taking another's child and bringing it up as one's own' 

(Oxford Languages). Adoption provides an opportunity for individuals and 

families to legally care for and provide a home for a child who is in need of 

care and protection. 

Plans are underway for the Bridge to Bezi bike ride! This year marks the 

third time that this fundraising event has taken place. A dedicated team is 

currently training for this epic ride which will happen in August 2022, and 

span 750km, from Beitbridge to Victoria Falls. Funds raised will be used to 

pay school fees for the children based at Shalom Transitional Home for 

Children.  Shalom is one of the projects run by The Michael Project, and is 

registered with the Department of Social Development as a place of safety 

for vulnerable and at risk children. Shalom relies on donor funding, and 

events such as the Bridge to Bezi cycle ride make it possible to provide 

ongoing care for children in need of care and protection.  



30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



31 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

PHILIP MOSETTIG 

HANDYMAN  
NO JOB  TOO SMALL 

FREE QUOTE  

GENERAL HOUSEHOLD 

MAINTENANCE  

PAINTING & DECORATING 

GARDENING  

HONEST AND RELIABLE 

  

TEL 07504519586 

philipmosettig@yahoo.co.uk 
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CONGRATULATIONS 

 

 

On 22 May 2022 we were delighted that the Right Reverend Simon Burton-

Jones joined us at All Saints’ as he confirmed the following into the church 

family and celebrated at the 9.30 am Eucharist: 

 

Melvyn Armstrong 

Sarah Calrow 

Jacob Wayman-Calrow 

Lisa Kent 

Sheila Routledge 

And Edgar (Eddie) Gould who joined us from St Paul’s 

 

 

 
 

The Bishop gave a wonderful address and he has kindly agreed to share a 

printed copy with us, for those who were unable to attend the service. 
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CONFIRMATION ADDRESS 

 

The author Nick Hornby once wrote that making lists 

is a very male thing to do, especially when it’s the best 

ten or the worst nine of anything.  Since then, Buzzfeed 

and other internet sites have popularised the making of 

lists for both men and women. 

So, as candidates here today make a public declaration of their Christian 

faith, I’m giving my own list of things to watch out for after today, hoping 

some of them might help each of us.  And they are in no special order. 

1. It’s OK to have doubts about what you believe 

Having doubt is a part of having faith.  These feelings come to all of us and 

if anyone says they’ve never doubted God, well, I don’t believe them.  These 

doubts will show in different ways.  It doesn’t help that the world is messed 

up and that God seems to value our freedom so much that he gives us space 

to mess it up.  We’d rather he made everything right immediately.  But he 

has not.  Do not feel guilty if you have doubts, and do not suppress them.  

God knows what you’re thinking anyway, so why not level with him?  He is 

a very engaged parent to us.  We need our churches to be honest places.   

2. Don’t become isolated from other Christians 

We usually don’t give up being a part of a church overnight.  It happens 

slowly, like an inflatable drifting away from the shore as the tide retreats, 

until what feels like the point of no return.  We are made for relationships; 

and they need encouragement and support.  Making our way in life alone on 

a faith that’s made for community is like snacking in our bedroom every day 

and not sharing the family meal.  The Christian faith isn’t believed by 

everyone and if it’s portrayed in drama, it’s often to present Christians as a 

bit weird and bigoted.  This is pretty much the opposite of how Jesus was.  

We need other Christians to remind us of this and to inspire us in our faith. 

3. Be bold in what you ask for when you pray 

We can become cautious in how we pray and it goes like this.  We become 

afraid to ask for big things in case we don’t get the answer we’re hoping for.  

Because if we ask and don’t receive, we expect this to hit our faith and bring 

in more doubts.  And we imagine these doubts will make God even less 

inclined to hear us next time round.   
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It is, of course, ridiculous for us to expect God to answer some prayers – 

that our lottery ticket will come up or our team will win the cup final, 

perhaps – but the stuff we ask for that sits well alongside what we know of 

God can expect to be answered.  But if your prayer isn’t answered, relax.   

You’ve in great company.  Jesus prayed for his life to be spared the night 

before he died and it wasn’t.  Sometimes we don’t get the answer we’re 

looking for, but don’t be discouraged.  Go again.  No sports team wins every 

game they play.  God is looking for bold prayers.  And those who are 

youngest in the faith can be the most fearless. 

4. What you do in life matters to God 

There’s no hierarchy of importance in the faith, with the Pope and the 

Archbishop of Canterbury vying for pole position like a Formula One grid.  

It’s easy to think this because institutions like the Church are quite formal.  

But our different roles in life are equally important to God because we are 

equally important to him.  In a list of jobs that includes: mechanic, waiter, 

doctor, childminder, refuse collector, church minister, chef, model, 

software coder, home maker and personal carer, the church minister is not 

the most important to God.  This takes some getting used to, but cracking 

this fiction is necessary for seeing that God is devoted to what each of us 

does in life and how we do it for him.   

5. Don’t cut yourself off from people who think differently to you 

This might be people inside the Church or outside it.  It always seems to 

stun us when people express an opinion that’s totally different to ours.  We 

take it surprisingly personally.  And there’s a trend today to separate 

ourselves from others who think differently to us.  It’s nicer to be 

surrounded by people who see the world the way we do.  Jesus spent a 

lifetime mixing with people that others had rejected; the kind of people that 

didn’t reflect well on him in company.  To build community in this world, 

we need to reach out to others.  There are some people we probably 

shouldn’t hang out with in life because it will end up harming us, but most 

people are perfectly OK to be with even if they take different views on 

social, political or religious issues.  Make sure you keep friends who see 

things differently.  You’ll learn from them, and they will learn from you, and 

hopefully something about God.   
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6. How you are with people really matters 

Character is important to God.  We all have bad habits and moods that can 

make us less attractive to be around.  It may sound trite to say this, but it 

isn’t: God wants to make us better people.  And he has given us the gift of 

his Holy Spirit to live in us and change us from within.  He’ll only do this to 

the extent that we let him, but it should be a non-negotiable part of 

following Jesus.  I sometimes wonder if everyone gets this when we see 

some people kicking off.  For all I know, others may have thought this of 

me.  A Christian who is selfish or mean or bullying is not living for God.  He 

is looking for ambassadors who are being changed by his Spirit.  And if you 

feel like a work in progress, don’t be discouraged.  Trust me, we all do. 

7. It’s OK to be down sometimes 

Faith gives us lots of great emotions, like love and joy.  But this is a messed 

up world and this messed-upness plays out in our minds.  Our standing 

before God does not depend on how we feel.  It depends on what he has 

done for us in Christ, in his death and in his resurrection.  We can’t add to 

that or take away from it.  At times in the Bible, we don’t hear much about 

how people felt.  A proper search tells us something else.  The Book of 

Psalms should be the diet of every Christian.  In it, we are given access to 

the psychiatrist’s couch, learning all sorts of eye-opening things about other 

people.  In one part of the Bible, St Paul says we are more than conquerors 

in Christ.  Too often in the Church, this is taken to mean if we’re not on 

top of things, we’re letting God down.  The point about being more than a 

conqueror in Christ is that we are more than a conqueror in Christ no 

matter how we feel.  Being down at times is part of being human, and of 

being a Christian.  We just need to talk more about it in church.     

8. You are loved with an everlasting love 

That’s what God says.  Our minds can play tricks on us.  We have certain 

voices that we hear loudly.  Sometimes they make us feel guilty or unworthy 

and emerge from our time growing up.  Those voices are not from God.  

Yes, we have things we need to put right with God.  That doesn’t stop.  But 

he is not there trying to catch us out, saying I told you so or I just knew you’d 

do that.  Think of the power it takes to make a universe this size.  It’s 

impossible to get our heads round it.  Then remember this, the love God 

has for you is as strong as the power it took to make creation.  It never 

faulters or fades, and it’s yours to enjoy and to share with others. 

Bishop Simon  

22 May 2022 
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COFFEE BREAK SUDOKU  
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CHILDREN’S CORNER 
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THE LIGHTER SIDE 

 
 

Advertising terms explained 

NEW  -  Different colour from previous design.  

ALL NEW  -  Parts are not interchangeable with previous design.  

EXCLUSIVE  -  Imported product from goodness knows where.  

UNMATCHED  -  Not quite as good as the competition.  

FOOLPROOF OPERATION  -  No provision for adjustments.  

ADVANCED DESIGN  -  The advertising agency doesn't understand it.  

IT'S HERE AT LAST  -  Rush job. Nobody knew it was coming.  

FIELD TESTED  -  Manufacturer lacks on-site test equipment.  

HIGH ACCURACY  -  Unit on which all parts actually fit.  

FUTURISTIC  -  We have no idea why it looks the way it does.  

REDESIGNED  -  Previous flaws fixed - we hope.  

DIRECT SALES ONLY  -  Factory had a big argument with distributor.  

YEARS OF DEVELOPMENT  -  We finally got one to work.  

BREAKTHROUGH  -  We finally figured out a use for it.  

MAINTENANCE FREE  -  Impossible to fix.  

MEETS ALL STANDARDS  -  Ours, not yours.  

SOLID-STATE  –  Don’t drop it on your foot.  

HIGH RELIABILITY  -  We made it work long enough to ship it.   

 

The lady who wanted three hymns 

One Sunday a minister announced that the church needed some extra 

money. He asked the people to prayerfully consider giving a little extra, and 

as an enticement, added that whoever gave the most would be able to pick 

out three hymns. 

The offering plate was passed around, and to the minister’s amazement, 

someone had put in a cheque for £1,000. He shared his joy with his 

congregation and said he'd like to thank the person who’d given the cheque. 

A very quiet, elderly lady shyly made her way down to the front of the 

church. The minister told her how wonderful it was that she gave so much, 

and asked her to pick out three hymns. Her eyes brightened as she looked 

over the congregation. She pointed carefully to the three handsomest men 

in the building and said:  "I'll take him, and him, and him."  
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GROUPS AND SOCIETIES 

Choir Practice Adult choir - practice takes place on Fridays  
                    at 7.30 p.m (except August) 

Junior choir - practice takes place on Sundays 
                    at 10.45 a.m (except August) 

 
Bible Reading Fellowship BRF Notes are available on request. 

Contact: Maggie Dawson - 01689 823857 
 

Children’s Society Contact: Anne Spencer - 01689 601753 

 
Gardening Group This group meets on Thursdays at 10 am until 

12.30 pm (weather permitting). 
Contact: David House - 01689 828037 

 
Church Mission Society Contact: Richard Newson - 01689 821445 

 
Midweek Communion This takes place every Wednesday at 10 am 

in the Old Church followed by refreshments 
 

Focus This group is open to all women and meet 
on the second Thursday of each month at 2 

p.m in the Old Church 
Contact:  Anne Spencer - 01689 601753 

 
Julian Group This group is open to all and meet on the 

third Tuesday of each month at 2 p.m  

Contact: Vanessa Dixon - 01689 851767 
 

Out of Focus This social group is open to all men and meet 
approximately  every two months to chat and 

arrange outings 
Contact: David House - 01689 828037 

 
St Michael’s Guild The guild decorate the Church throughout 

the year including weddings and funerals. 
They can arrange pedestals for members of 

the congregation to celebrate an anniversary, 
birthday or in memory of a loved one. 

Contact:  Margaret Lovett - 01689 831667 
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