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Quality Home Help Service 

Cleaning - Laundry - Ironing- Shopping 

Running Errands - Companionship 

 

Call Lena on : 0203 609 2417 

www.marigoldseniorsupport.com 

http://www.marigoldseniorsupport.com/
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ORPINGTON PARISH CHURCH 
Top of Church Hill (off High Street). Other entrances and car parks in Bark Hart Rd 

Follow us on Facebook at All Saints’ Orpington. 

Vicar:  The Rev’d George M Rogers 

   1a Keswick Road, Orpington, BR6 0EU 

   Tel: 01689 824624 

Website:  www.allsaintsorpington.org.uk 

Faith Online:  01689 495014 – Listen to extracts from our Services 

Lay Ministers:  Pam Mercer  Tel: 01689 821171 

   Abi Hiscock    Tel: 01689 898329 

Pastoral Assistant:           Sheila Anderson  Tel: 07957 218706 

Churchwardens:  Peter Clarke  Tel: 01689 832325 

   Duncan Hellicar  Tel: 01689 871026  

Assistant Wardens: Malcolm Dixon     Tel: 01689 851767 

                                     Gill Sinclair       Tel: 01689 875702 

                                     Denis Reidy    Tel: 01689 607202 

Children and   Mandy Turner    Email: rr.turner@ntlworld.com 

Young People:  Catherine King  Email: youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com  

   Cathy Hussey  Tel:  01689 821632 

Director of Music:      Phoebe Tak Man Chow   Email:  takmanchow@gmail.com 

Parish Administrator  Karen Kelly   Tel: 01689 832031 

Church Office  Monday-Friday: 9.30 to 12.30  Closed on Wednesdays 
   Bark Hart Road, Orpington. BR6 0QD  

   Tel: 01689 832031  Email: allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 

Parochial Church Council 

 Secretary: Gill Sinclair  Tel: 01689 875702 

 Treasurer: Tim Birse   Tel: 01689 836392 

Safeguarding Officer Gill Sinclair   Tel: 01689 875702.  

Planned Giving Recorder: David Laker  Tel: 01689 834820  

Book of Remembrance: Jenni Sargent  Tel: 01689 826547 

Sacristan:  Malcolm & Vanessa Dixon:   Tel: 01689 851767  

Magazine Editor:              Gill Sinclair  Email: gillsinclair@outlook.com 

Caretaker:                         David House  Tel: 07956 101189 

Special Facilities:              Loop system for the deaf - set to position ‘T’ on hearing aids. 

                Ramp into church. Wheelchair access. Toilet for the disabled. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   SUNDAY SERVICES  8.00am Holy Communion  BCP 

    9.30am Parish Eucharist  CW 

   On certain Festivals  6.30pm Choral Evensong  BCP 

   Wednesday    10.00am Eucharist  CW 

   Monday to Friday   9.00am Morning Prayer  CW 

Major Saints’ Days as announced in the diary 

http://www.allsaintsorpington.org.uk/
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NOTICEBOARD 

 ALL SAINTS’ PRAYING FOR ALL STREETS 

This month we are praying for the following streets in the 

Parish: 

Broomhill Road   Grampian Close   Paddocks Close

 Finglesham House Westwell Close 
May the love of Jesus abide in your homes and with your 

families 

 

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU 

We are praying for all those whose birthdays are this month. 

May the light of Jesus shine through them on your Birthday 

 

 

FAITH ONLINE – Telephone 01689 495014 to listen to 

extracts from the Sunday and Wednesday Services by 

choosing from the options available. 

 

 

 

FOLLOW OUR SERVICES:  The following link takes 

you directly to the video page of All Saints' Facebook and 

from there you can choose which video to watch. You do 

not need to have a Facebook account – 
https://www.facebook.com/AllSaintsOrpington/videos/?ref=page_internal 
 

 HOME COMMUNION: - If you have been unable to 

attend church services and would like to receive Holy 

Communion, the Vicar and Lay Ministers will be able to 

bring the sacrament to you.  Please telephone the Church 

Office (01689 832031) to request a visit. 

 

 SAINTS ALIVE! MAGAZINE 

Please send your articles for the next month’s magazine to 

Gill by Sunday 25 July 2021 

 

 MAGAZINE COVER – This month’s front cover was 

designed and drawn by our very own Lisa, who you will find 

at the back of the church at our Sunday Services.  She used 

the theme of the parable of the mustard seed.    

Thank you Lisa. 

  

https://www.facebook.com/AllSaintsOrpington/videos/?ref=page_internal
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BANKRUPTCY 

 

 

In 1788 BC, about 500 years before Moses, King Rim-Sin of Ur issued a royal 

edict declaring all loans null and void, wiping out some of history’s earliest 

known moneylenders. In the Book of Leviticus, God commands the children 

of Israel to observe a jubilee every 50 years, which was a general cancellation 

of debts. “Consecrate the fiftieth year and proclaim liberty throughout the land 

to all its inhabitants. It shall be a jubilee for you; each one of you is to return to 

his family property and each to his own clan. The fiftieth year shall be a jubilee 

for you; do not sow and do not reap what grows of itself or harvest the 

untended vines. For it is a jubilee and is to be holy for you; eat only what is taken 

directly from the fields. In this Year of Jubilee everyone is to return to his own 

property”. Deuteronomy 15:1-2 increases the frequency of debt forgiveness 

periods, asserting, “At the end of every seven years you must cancel debts. This 

is how it is to be done: Every creditor shall cancel the loan he has made to his 

fellow Israelite. He shall not require payment from his fellow Israelite or brother, 

because the Lord’s time for canceling debts has been proclaimed”. 

In Ancient Greece and the Roman Empire, if a man was insolvent, his entire 

family (including servants) became debt slaves. In England under Henry VIII, a 

bankrupted person was considered a criminal and subject to punishment ranging 

from incarceration in debtors’ prison to death. King Phillip II of Spain declared 

four separate state bankruptcies between 1557 and 1596, becoming the first 

monarch to declare a sovereign nation broke. In 1833 imprisonment for debts 

was eliminated at the federal level in the US, but it is still possible to be gaoled 

for debts of fraud, child support, alimony or release fines. Early United States 

bankruptcy law required a certain percentage of debt be repaid to gain a 

discharge. The current federal law there—the Bankruptcy Code—replaced 

the Bankruptcy Act in 1979. The Act originated in 1898 as the Chandler Act, 

and became the Wagner Act after depression era amendments. There have 

been several amendments to the current Bankruptcy Code since 1979, and 

sweeping reform is pending in Congress.   

The word bankruptcy comes from the ancient Latin words bancus (bench or 

table) and ruptus (broken). When a banker who conducted his marketplace 

transactions on a bench was unable to continue lending and meet obligations, 

his bench was broken in a demonstration of his failure and inability to negotiate.  

As a result of the frequency of this practice in Medieval Italy, the term bankrupt 

is also traced to banco rotto, Italian for broken bank. Some sources surmise that 

the word’s origin stems from the French expression banque route,   table trace,   
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which relates to the metaphorical practice of only a sign left at the site where a 

banker’s table once stood. In what might have been an uncanny precursor to 

medieval bench splitting and sign hanging, the money-changers in the Temple 

had their tables overturned and broken by Jesus. They too were declared 

bankrupt, but for reasons not so obvious.  

The money-changers were in the Temple because of the Roman occupation 

of the Decapolis and the insistence that Jews pay for their sacrifices in shekels. 

The Romans required currency of the Empire, so sacrificing in the Temple 

meant exchanging Roman currency for Temple currency. The money-

changers provided this service in the Temple courtyard, but charged a high 

rate. They made a profit as Jews were required to sacrifice frequently, and 

one’s sacrifice was either money, which had to be in shekels, or a sacrificial 

animal, which had to be bought in the Temple with shekels. While the high 

priests exchanged back sacrificed shekels for Roman currency (to buy what 

they needed in the markets), the wealth in the vaults functioned as a bank. 

One could obtain a loan in Roman currency from the Temple vaults at very 

high interest, sometimes up to 300 per cent. The money-changers profited 

greatly from the exchange rates that they charged worshipers for shekels to 

pay the priests, and then from the priests to convert it back into Roman 

money, earning a substantial income at both ends.  

It was the sight of this Temple “market” that triggered the only recorded 

incident in the lifetime of Jesus to which he reacted in a violent manner: And 

they came to Jerusalem. And Jesus entered the Temple and began to drive 

out those who sold and those who bought in the Temple, and He overturned 

the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who sold pigeons; 

and He would not allow any one to carry anything through the Temple. And 

He taught, and said to them, “Is it not written, ‘My house shall be called a 

house of prayer for all the nations’? But you have made it a den of robbers” 

(Mark 11:15-17). From the giving of the Ark of the Covenant until the time 

of Christ’s ministry, the Temple was a place where heaven and earth met, 

where God was present in the Holy of Holies, and around which Israel—a 

perennially besieged nation—could congregate. Considering the political 

climate and history of captivity, the Jewish religious leaders were committed 

to upholding the system of Temple sacrifice at all costs: it was the centre 

around which their lives revolved and their livelihood depended. Did they 

profit from this? 

The incarnation of God in Jesus Christ shifted the focus from perceiving the 

Temple as a building housing the Holy of Holies, to the Body of Christ himself 

- the Church  -  and to the individual stones comprising this living structure.  
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St Paul elaborates further in his First Letter to the Corinthians, and designates 

each of our bodies as temples, being created in Christ’s image: Do you not 

know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you 

have from God? You are not your own; you were bought with a price. So 

glorify God in your body. The riches that nourish and build up the body are 

transformed from profane earthly treasure put in banks to holy dividends of 

grace abounding in heaven. Does this give us pause to examine what the 

centre is around which our lives and livelihood depend?  

Regardless of our social standing, education, profession, and how much we 

have or do not have, each of us is a place where worship and sacrifice is 

offered and God is present. We are temples whose cornerstone is Christ: 

places of power, of transformation and of service. We are places of beauty 

and of humility, of mystery and wonderment, and most acutely, places where 

Jesus comes as a baby to be held and blessed, as a King recognised or 

dishonoured, or as prophet overturning tables: declaring us bankrupt, but 

instead of imprisoning us for squandering the gift he has won for us, forgiving 

us our debts and filling us with grace.  

The Rev’d George M Rogers 

 

 

 

 

 

 
COLLECTIONS AT SERVICES:  We have decided that, apart from 

special services, we will not recommence passing the collection plate during 

services.  The bowl will be on the table by the door as you come in, and will 

be presented for blessing at the offertory.  If you forget to contribute as you 

come in, you can still donate on the way out. 

 

The majority of our congregation give to All Saints’ by monthly standing 

order, or use the stewardship envelope scheme.  We can also take donations 

using the card reader by the pulpit - two taps are all that is needed.  If you 

do donate cash, please use a yellow envelope and, if possible, enter your 

details on the envelope. 

 

If you are able to give to All Saints’ regularly, please speak with the Planned 

Giving Coordinator, David Laker (01689 834820) or the Treasurer, Tim 

Birse (01689 836392).  



9 

 

REMEMBERING PAT CUTTER 

1938 – 2021 

 

From the Eulogy by Paul Cutter 

When I had the sad job of calling friends and family to tell them that mum 

had died, it struck me that almost everyone said the same two things about 

her: firstly, that she never complained about her lot in life, despite having 

many troubles to bear over the years; and secondly, that she always thought 

about other people first, and spent her whole life trying to help as many 

people as she could. 

Mum was born in 1938 in Bromley in a loving family with her parents Bert 

and Ivy and her younger brothers Geoff and Roger. The family was evacuated 

to Enfield during the war, but returned to Bromley where she met my father 

Philip at the church youth club. They were married in 1962 when they were 

both 23, and had three children: Andrew, the eldest, then Nicola and then 

me. Mum had to face the first of the hardships in her life when Andrew was 

diagnosed with Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy, which would eventually claim 

his life when he was just 15 years old. Mum and Dad faced his illness and 

tragic death with great courage, something that I could not fully appreciate at 

the time, but can only admire now that I am a parent myself.  

After Andy died, mum started helping out at the Petts Wood Playgroup for 

children with special needs, where she worked for many years. I think it was 

her way of trying to make something good come from the tragic loss of her 

son.  

Mum had to face another sad loss in 1986 when my father died suddenly. 

Mum found herself the single parent of two teenage children, and had to learn 

to do all the things that dad used to take care of.  
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Although she was devastated by his loss at such an early age, I never heard 

her complain or ask ‘why me?’. She helped me and my sister through 

university and into our first jobs, and later helped us with a deposit when we 

bought our first houses. And during all this time she cared for her father-in-

law Frank, who had lived with us since he was widowed in the 1960s and 

lived with mum until he died in 1996. 

Two things were a great comfort to mum during her whole life. The first was 

her faith, which never left her. She started coming to All Saints when my 

parents moved to Orpington in the 1960s and continued for as long as she 

was able to, latterly with the help of generous friends who would bring her 

to church on a Sunday. She joined the ‘Young Wives’ group at the church, 

and used to smile ruefully when she said they changed their name to ‘Focus’ 

because the title was no longer appropriate. She was an active member of 

the church community, helping out at charity lunches and taking part in 

quizzes to raise money for the church, which she always enjoyed. She also 

worked for many years with Contact the Elderly to take people who lived on 

their own on monthly outings. She referred to them as the ‘old dears’, which 

made us smile given that she was in her sixties at the time. 

The second thing that brought great joy and comfort to mum was her friends 

and family. It is lovely to see some of her oldest friends here today, many of 

whom she made when she started coming to All Saints, and who she kept in 

touch with over the years. She loved her regular tennis and badminton games 

with friends, and also stayed in touch with the Old Girls from Bromley 

Grammar School for many years, attending their annual reunions for as long 

as she was able to. 

And of course she was a devoted mother and grandmother, who helped me 

and my sister through our lives. I know that Nicki’s wedding to Andy was 

one of the happiest days of her life, and it is fitting that we chose a picture 

from that day for the front cover of the order of service. She was devoted 

to her grandchildren, and loved babysitting or having them to stay over when 

they were young. I know they have fond memories of the times they stayed 

with Grandma, and she was a great help to us as young parents who 

sometimes needed a break. 

Mum’s later life was made difficult by Parkinson’s, which gradually restricted 

her movement until for the last two years of her life she was unable to leave 

the house. Once again, she never complained or asked why this should 

happen to her, given all the other trials she had to bear.  
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When I think of her in those later years, I imagine her sitting in her chair 

watching a rerun of one of her favourite Broadway musicals on TV, or asking 

the Alexa we bought her to play something by Glenn Miller. Right to the end 

she always wanted to hear about how her friends and family were doing, and 

if there was anything she could do to help. 

How do you sum up a life? In mum’s case, I think it is to say that she was 

someone who never had a bad word to say about anyone, who never 

complained about her lot in life, and who always put others before herself. I 

can’t think of anything better to say about someone. We will miss her. 
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Please see the letter below, and let George know if you are interested in 

becoming a representative on the  

Council of Friends of Rochester Cathedral: 
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THE STORY BEHIND THE HYMN 

“Breathe on me Breath of God” 

 

Edwin Hatch, who wrote this hymn, was a great 

scholar.  An esteemed member of the Oxford 

University faculty, he became widely known for his 

Brampton Lectures, which were translated into 

German by the great Adolph von Harnack, a great 

German scholar.  Lectures of that sort tend to be 

challenging to read—tough sledding, as they say. 

But when it came to expressing his faith in ways 

that would speak to the ordinary person, nobody 

has done it better than Edwin Hatch did with this 

hymn, “Breathe on Me, Breath of God.” 

This hymn is a prayer.  The first line of each stanza is “Breathe on Me, Breath 

of God.”  That phrase reminds us of the creation in which God “formed man 

from the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; 

and the man became a living being” (Genesis 2:7).  It reminds us of Jesus 

breathing on his disciples and saying to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit” (John 

20:22). 

We need the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of God, living within us—guiding us—

inspiring us—helping us to live the kind of life that God created us to live. 

This hymn prays that God will breathe on us and fill us with life anew, even 

as God breathed life into Adam.  It prays that God will breathe on us to purify 

our hearts.  It prays that God will breathe on us until we are wholly devoted 

to God.  It prays that God will breathe on us so that we might never die.  This 

hymn, then, is a prayer for God’s help in this life and throughout eternity. 
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Live-In Home Care 
 

We are a family owned and run agency specialising in live-in 

care, with over 30 years experience in the care sector.  

  

We offer an alternative to residential care, providing our clients 

with one to one live-in care, enabling them to remain in the 

comfort and security of their own home. 
  

We are based in Tunbridge Wells, Kent and provide live-in 

services to clients in the local areas of Kent and Sussex. 

 

 

  

 

Tel: 01892 518400  

www.bespokecarecompany.co.uk 
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PHILIP MOSETTIG 

HANDYMAN  

NO JOB  TOO SMALL 
FREE QUOTE  

GENERAL HOUSEHOLD 

MAINTENANCE  

PAINTING & DECORATING 

GARDENING  

HONEST AND RELIABLE 

  

TEL 07504519586 

philipmosettig@yahoo.co.uk 

P A C E Y’s 
The Garden Shop 

Garden Machinery and Tools 

Sales and Servicing. 

71 Chislehurst Rd, Orpington,  
BR6 0DQ 

FREE collection and delivery 

01689 834208 
Email: info@paceymowers.co.uk 

mailto:info@paceymowers.co.uk
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June 2021 
 

BAPTISMS:  

 

We extend a warm welcome into the Church Family 

 

 

 

  BURIAL/CREMATIONS: 

 

               We extend our love and sympathy to their family and friends 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

The warehouse is now open to receive donations  
from Monday to Friday from 8 a.m to 3 p.m 

The current items required are: 

Bags for Life (Urgent)   /   Jellies and Instant Whips   

Sponge puddings  /  Tinned or packets of instant mashed potatoes 

Coffee  /  Squash  /  Ladies’ shower gel  /  Deodorants 

Thank  you. 

  

20th June Alice Sue Rose Metz-Hastings 

Cremation – 26th May Margaret Rich (78) 

Burial of Ashes – 4 June Jonathan Fenn (64) 



17 

 

 
CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES 

 

Sunday Clubs 

 
 

 

Young Saints 
 

    For all children and young people 

9.30 a.m in the hall 
 

Join us as we have fun learning about Jesus, the Bible 

and Church.  We sing, play games, make things, cook 

and pray together. 

 

 

 

     There is a creche for babies and very young children. 
 

 

Contact: Catherine King or Val Pickering 

  Email: youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 
 

 

Youth Group for Secondary School Children 
Join us as we learn and discuss how the Bible is relevant 

to our everyday lives. 
 

Contact: Mandy Turner 

  Email: rr.turner@ntlworld.com  
 

 All groups come into church in time to join the congregation at the altar to 

receive a communion or blessing and join their parents. 

  

mailto:youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com
mailto:rr.turner@ntlworld.com
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CELEBRATION DAYS FOR JULY 

 
 

1st July Henry Venn of the CMS 
Most Christians in the UK have heard of the Church Mission 

Society or CMS.  Far fewer have heard of the Revd Henry 
Venn (1796-1873), whose father, the rector of Clapham, 

founded CMS in 1799, and who himself became the greatest 
missionary strategist of the 19th century.   

Not that Henry Venn ever became a missionary himself; after 
Cambridge he served his curacy at St Dunstan’s in Fleet Street, 

and then an incumbency at Drypool in Hull, before becoming 
vicar of St Johns, Holloway in1834. But Henry Venn’s parish-based ministry did 

not obscure his passionate interest in overseas evangelism, and in 1841 he 
accepted an invitation to become the honorary secretary of the Church Mission 
Society. That decision was to shape the history of overseas missions, and to make 

CMS into the most effective force in Britain for delivering effective overseas 
mission. 

For Henry was an outstanding administrator, and his wisdom and management 
of the missionaries enabled CMS to grow and flourish. When Henry first began 

work on CMS, it employed 107 European clergy and nine local indigenous people. 
When he died in 1873, there were 230 European clergy and 148 local people in 

service. 

After his resignation from St Johns Holloway in 1846, Henry devoted himself 

almost exclusively to the work of CMS. He was directly responsible for sending 
out 498 clergymen, all of them chosen by him, and with most of whom he 

continued in regular correspondence. He also established eight or nine 
bishoprics for the supervision of CMS missionary clergy and was usually involved 

in the appointments made. 

Henry and a missions colleague in America were the first to use the term 

‘indigenous church’, and they were way ahead of their time in seeing the necessity 
for creating churches on the mission fields that in time would become not only 
self-supporting, but also self-governing and self-propagating. In fact, Venn wrote 

with enthusiasm on this "euthanasia of missions," meaning that missionaries were 
only ever meant to be temporary, and not permanent. 

All in all, Henry Venn’s exposition on the basic principles of indigenous Christian 
missions was so powerful that much of it was later adopted by the Lausanne 

Congress of 1974. 
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But alongside Venn’s passion for evangelism was his concern for social justice, 

and he frequently lobbied the British Parliament, especially the closure of the 
Atlantic slave trade.  

In 1873, when he was 76, Venn died at his home in Mortlake, Surrey. He is buried 
in the churchyard.   

6th July Thomas More, Reformation Martyr 
These days, lawyers and politicians are held in the lowest 

esteem by the public, along with tabloid journalists and estate 
agents. St Thomas More was both a lawyer and politician, 

who is today much admired for holding steadfastly to his 
faith-based principles. He lived in dangerous times, when 

anyone, even queens, who displeased King Henry VIII could 
find themselves in a condemned cell in The Tower of London. 

Sir Thomas More held the office of Lord High Chancellor and at one time was 
the king’s most trusted adviser. But when King Henry took personal control of 
the Church in England in order to divorce his first wife, Thomas More 

courageously opposed him. 

Thomas More was a social philosopher and the author of ‘Utopia’. This book 

described an imaginary republic governed by an educated elite who employed 
reason rather than self-interest for the general good of everyone. He was himself 

one of the pre-eminent scholars of his age. 

As a Christian theologian he supported orthodox doctrine, vigorously opposed 

heresy and argued strongly against the new Protestant ideas taking hold in 
Europe. Although holding the highest political and legal office he was far from 

being a pragmatic politician and opportunist lawyer. In every matter he was a 
man who held firmly to what he believed was right in God’s eyes. 

When Thomas More fell from favour with the king, as a result of his unflinching 
views, he was falsely accused of taking bribes. When this charge failed, his 

enemies accused him of supporting a celebrated seer of the times who was 
strongly critical of the king. This too failed. He was then required to swear to 

the Oath of Supremacy, acknowledging Henry’s position as head of the Church 
of England. This he could not do in conscience. 

He was put on trial and condemned to be hung, drawn and quartered for his 

treason, a punishment later changed to beheading. He died in 1535 and on the 
scaffold his final words were: “I die the King’s good servant, but God’s first.” He 

has been officially declared a martyr saint by the Roman Catholic Church. 
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES  

  

Throughout the week 

  

 
   All Saints’ Tots 
   A friendly and fun group for babies, toddlers and their parents, 

   grandparents and carers.  

  

We meet every Thursday in term time between 10.00-11.30am. 

  

Come and find us at the back of the Church to have a cuppa and a chat whilst the 

little ones play.  

  

Contact: Cathy Hussey - Tel: 01689 821632  

  

    

   Guiding  
   Meet in the Church Hall 

  

  

Rangers     (14 - 18 years)  Alternate Wednesdays  

Guides     (10 - 15 years)  7.30-9.00pm  

Brownies   (7 - 10 ½ years)  6.00-7.30pm  

  

Contact: Division Commissioner: Debbie Clarke - Tel: 01689 832325 

  

  

 

   Scouting 2nd Orpington Scout Group  
   Meet at 50a Court Road 

  

Explorers (14 - 18 years)  Thursday 

Scouts        (10½ - 14 years)  Wednesday & Friday 

Cubs          (8 - 10½ years)      Monday & Tuesday 

Beavers      (6 - 8 years)  Tuesday & Wednesdayp 

  

Contact: via website   www.2nd.orp.org.uk 

 

  

mailto:-%20cathy-hussey@ntlworld.com
http://www.2nd.orp.org.uk/
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ALL SAINTS’ REPRESENTATIVES - 2021 
 

PCC CHAIRMAN The Rev’d George Rogers 

Churchwardens Duncan Hellicar 

Peter Clarke 

Assistant Wardens Malcolm Dixon 

Gill Sinclair 

Denis Reidy 

Deanery Synod 

 

Diocesan Synod 

Tim Birse 

Vanessa Dixon 

Malcolm Dixon 

PCC Vice Chair Duncan Hellicar 

PCC Treasurer Tim Birse 

PCC Secretary Gill Sinclair 

Elected PCC Members 2021 Gill Sinclair 

Sheila Anderson 

Helen Ogedengbe 

 

Continuing Elected Members Elizabeth Whitbread 

Cathy Hussey 

Catherine King 

Amanda Turner 

Lorna Kviat  

Lay Ministers Pam Mercer 

Abi Hiscock 

Parish Safeguarding Officer Gill Sinclair 

Safeguarding Lead Recruiter Mike Lovett 

Child Protection Representative Elizabeth Whitbread 

Vulnerable Adults Representative Pamela Mercer 

Churches Together in Orpington Vanessa Dixon 

Health & Safety  Sheila Anderson 

Amanda Turner 
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                    HYMNS &  

     PIMMS 

 
25 July 2021 

3.30 pm 

In Church & live-streamed 
 

 

We need your help!  We would be very pleased if you could let us 

know what your favourite hymn is and the reason why you would like 

it to be included in this service.  If you are willing, we may ask you to 

come to the front and tell us about the hymn but don’t worry if you 

don’t want to do speak in public, as there is no pressure on you to do 

so.  We just need favourite hymn nominations. 

 

Please send your hymn to smasorpington@gmail.com so that we can 

make a list.  The final choices will be made by George and Phoebe!  

Any hymns that are not featured this time can be put on a list and can 

be used in the future. 

 

There will be a small donation to cover the cost of providing Pimms.  

There will also be soft drinks available and maybe even pizza!  We will 

be back in touch with more information!  In the meantime, please keep 

the date free in your diaries and get sending in those hymns! 
 

Lesley Birse 
  

mailto:smasorpington@gmail.com
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Young Saints have been having lots of fun together during the last 

month.  At Pentecost, we made tasty fruit kebabs to remind us of 
the fruits of the Holy Spirit - love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. 

One week we used the analogy of a caterpillar changing into a 

butterfly to help understand how we can have a new life in Jesus.  
The lovely weather took us into the St Nicholas Garden for a variety of target 

games - linked to the idea of making it our goal to please God. 

Last Sunday we learnt how Jesus calmed the storm. We played a 'Peace - be still' 

game then made a boat to act out the story. We challenged ourselves with a 
variety of wordsearch and quiz activities and made a Peace boat to show the 

ways Jesus can help calm the storms in our lives - illness, worries about school 
work, friendship problems etc. 

Everyone is welcome to join our friendly group in the Hall during the 9.30 service 
on Sunday mornings. We look forward to seeing you. 

Catherine King 
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REFLECTIONS 

Reflected Faith series: the spaces between 

Most of us have been in situations where we are not in control, and we don’t 

know how to feel or how to react to our situation. We need help. 

The most valuable gift you can have at those times – is time itself. Time to be 

‘listened to’. Really listened to. But it is not easy to find someone who will 

‘actively listen’ to you. 

Think of the last time you were in the reverse position with a friend or a 

colleague, and they were talking to you. How easily do you recall what they 

actually said? Most of us are so busy getting our replies ready for when the 

person has finished speaking, that we don’t clearly hear their punch line. 

With God it is different. We can take everything to Him; all our worries and 

cares and failures and faults. And He listens.  He doesn’t necessarily jump in 

with an instant, easy solution, but rather He promises to always guide us, if 

we ask Him, through life’s challenges, and He promises to never leave us. He 

often speaks to us through his written word, the Bible. 

This last year, when many of us have been communicating with others by 

phone or Zoom, we get nervous if it all goes quiet. We feel the need to 

‘nudge’ the other person, to make sure they are still there.  Silence is not a 

natural state for many of us – and yet it is in the quiet we can hear ourselves 

and God most clearly. 

So, when we talk with God, our conversation should not be rushed and one-

sided.  We need to give space to our silence before Him, to wait and listen 

for Him to speak to us. 

Next time you worship in church, listen to the silences: the spaces between 

the words, the music and the actions.  Listen to all the prayers that are 

spoken.  

Look at your surroundings and reflect that they have absorbed thousands of 

prayers – and holy silence – down the centuries of their existence. 

Look out the window and see the vastness of the sky above you – and let 

your prayers join with those that have gone before you. May the knowledge 

that you are not alone encourage and strengthen you. 

The Rev Dr Jo White 

(Retired Parish Priest) 
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Time for a change  

I have had my walking boots for a few years now, and they have been faithful 

companions. We have walked many miles together during that time, on my 

daily walks as well as on holiday. They are partly responsible for my physical 

recovery after Covid-19, so they have a place in my heart. They fit me very 

well, and we have adjusted to one another. But they are very thin now on 

the soles and heels, and it is reluctantly time for a change. 

So, one recent Saturday I bought a new pair. They are clean and smart, and 

fully waterproof. The soles are strong and new. There are no signs of wear 

and tear. But I know that change is never easy. They will take some time to 

wear in. They may rub and I may get a blister or two. Occasionally I will long 

for my old boots, and wonder, ‘Did I make a mistake?’ Hopefully, they will 

become as much a part of me as my old ones as we tread the miles together. 

But there is always a risk with something new, Isn't there? 

Change is never easy in whatever form it comes. But change is inevitable 

because life does not stand still, and we have to keep adjusting and adapting 

and being open to fresh winds of the Spirit. Never more so than in these 

present, troublesome days. 

Strangely enough as I have been meditating on this, my reading this morning 

(Isaiah 9) contained a reference to ‘Every warrior’s boot used in battle … 

will be destined for burning (v5).’ Oh dear. I’m sure like me, warriors were 

fond of their boots too and found it hard to part with them. 

The Revd Tony Horsfall  

(writer and retreat leader based in Yorkshire) 

 

And Finally : A young mother writes:  

It is always busy in our home, as we have four young children running about. 

But one particular Sunday afternoon James, my four-year-old kept following 

me about very closely. He was on my heels every time I turned around, and 

after nearly falling over him several times, I lost patience. ‘Whatever is the 

matter with you?’ I demanded. ‘Why don’t you go play?’    

 

He looked up at me and said: ‘This morning at church the teacher told us 

that we should walk in Jesus’ footsteps. But I can’t see Him, so I am walking 

in yours instead.’ I gathered up my young son and felt tears in my eyes. I 

thanked God for this lesson I will never forget – about the value of being a 

living example to our young ones. 
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WORLD CHOCOLATE DAY – 7 JULY 

 

Every year World Chocolate Day allows chocolate lovers around the world 

to indulge in their favourite treat without any guilt. The day also celebrates 

all kinds of goodies made from chocolate, including chocolate milk, hot 

chocolate, chocolate candy bar, chocolate cake, brownies, or anything 

covered in chocolate. 

Chocolate comes from the seed of the tropical Theobroma cacao tree. 

Cacao has been cultivated for at least three millennia and grows in Mexico, 

Central America, and Northern South America. The earliest known 

documentation of using cacao seeds is from around 1100 BC. 

Since cacao tree seeds have a very intense, bitter taste, they must be 

fermented to develop the flavour. Once fermented, processors dry, clean and 

roast the beans. After roasting, the shell is removed to produce cacao nibs. 

The cacao nibs are then ground into cocoa mass, which is pure chocolate in 

rough form. The cocoa mass is usually liquefied, then moulded with or 

without other ingredients. At this point in the process, it is called chocolate 

liquor. The chocolate liquor gets processed into two components: cocoa 

solids and cocoa butter. 

Most people love chocolate. In fact, nine out of ten people love chocolate. 

About 1 billion people eat chocolate every day. Besides the fact it tastes so 

good, there are some health benefits of chocolate. Chocolate increases 

serotonin and dopamine levels, which helps to boost the mood. Dark 

chocolate can also be especially good for you. Dark chocolate is a powerful 

source of antioxidants, plus it helps to improve blood flow, lower blood 

pressure, and reduce the risk of heart disease. 

It’s unclear who came up with this yummy food day. However, the day is 

celebrated on 7th July because it was on this date in 1550 that chocolate 

was first brought to Europe. The first World Chocolate Day was celebrated 

in 2009.  
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THE GOOD SAMARITAN 

 

 
 

This month we are looking at the Parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-

37). This familiar story tells of a man who is mugged on the road between 

Jerusalem and Jericho and rescued by a Samaritan. Jesus tells it in response 

to a lawyer’s question, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” When Jesus 

calls for a life of total love towards God and neighbour, the lawyer comes 

back with the question: ‘who is my neighbour?’ (29). 

 

The plight of the man and the indifference of the priest and Levite would have 

horrified Jesus’ hearers. They assumed that the hero of the story would be a 

Jew! However, Jesus presents the Samaritan, a sworn enemy of the Jews, as 

a model of integrity and an example to follow: “Which of these three do you 

think was a neighbour to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?...Go 

and do likewise.” (36,7). The challenge of the story is that often our 

neighbours can be our worst enemies, yet these are the very people we are 

called to love as ourselves. 

 

Of course, we can all think of people to whom we are called to be a Samaritan 

in our lives: those we try to avoid and don’t want to get alongside. If we are 

honest, we know that we don’t have it in us to love as Jesus says here. We 

all need somebody who will be our Good Samaritan, to rescue us and enable 

us to love others as ourselves. Jesus is that Good Samaritan for us. 

 

“By depicting a Samaritan helping a Jew, Jesus could not have found a more 

forceful way to say that anyone at all in need - regardless of race, politics, 

class, and religion - is your neighbour.” 

 

Canon Paul Hardingham 
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Please note the date change.  This was due to take place on 6 July, but 

following the Government’s announcement to extend restrictions, we are 

hopeful that the barbecue will now take place on 30 July. 

 

Although they have been with us for over a year, this is the first opportunity 

we have to welcome George and Yun Lee to the social life of All Saints’. We 

hope that as many as possible will be able to join what promises to be a fun 

evening.  

 

Tickets (£7 for adults, £4 for under 18s) are available after the Sunday 

Eucharist or by contacting Anne Spencer, any evening after 6.30 pm, on 01689 

601753.   Please bring your own drinks, cutlery and crockery; we will supply 

the meat, salads and desserts. 

  

All Saints’ Barbecue 

 

Friday  30 July @ 6.30 P.M 
 

 

St Nicholas Garden 
(hall if wet) 
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What is OASIS? 

 

 

At the moment OASIS is open on a Sunday, after the 9.30 am Eucharist and 

on a Wednesday from 10.45 am to 11.45 am.  Everyone is welcome to pop 

in for a socially-distanced coffee or tea and a chat! 

 

The idea began when a couple of us were discussing the new development of 

the High Street area and we realised that the church of All Saints’ was going 

become (as it always has been) a sanctuary on the hill; a place surrounded by 

green space which induces peace and calm.  This relaxing area is going to be 

more and more important as the High Street area will have more going on; 

more noise, more bustle and more busyness.   

 

We thought about the church and its surroundings being an ‘oasis’ of calm.  

That’s when the penny dropped and we had the acronym ‘Orpington All 

Saints’ Is Serving’!  Whatever you are doing on a Wednesday morning, why 

not pop by and experience this little oasis of calm in the midst of your busy 

day?  The Church is open from 9.00 am for Morning Prayer, followed by the 

10.00 am midweek Eucharist.  Our first cup of Coffee is ready at the end of 

the Eucharist!  We look forward to seeing you and please bring your friends 

so that they too can experience this oasis of calm. 

 

Lesley Birse 
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COFFEE BREAK WORDSEARCH 

Find the highlighted words in the grid 

This Church remembers the Irish monk who first brought Christianity to 

Britain in around 565.  He was St Columba, and he left Ireland with 12 

companions to settle on Iona, a tiny island off Mull, in the Western 

Highlands. Iona had been given to him for a monastery by the ruler of the 

Irish Dalriada.  Columba’s biographer, Adomnan, portrays him as a tall, 

striking figure of powerful build and impressive presence, who combined 

the skills of scholar, poet and ruler with a fearless commitment to God’s 

cause.  For as well as building his monastery on Iona, Columba also 

converted Brude, king of the Picts.   

A prayer of St Columba runs:  My dearest Lord, Be Thou a bright flame 

before me, Be Thou a guiding star above me, Be Thou a smooth path 

beneath me, Be Thou a kindly shepherd behind me, Today and evermore. 

Amen 
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CHILDREN’S CORNER 

 

 

 

One day, David discovered King Saul asleep in a cave.Which path must 

David take to escape from Saul before he wakes up? 

 
 

Read the story in 1 Samuel 24:1-22  
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THE LIGHTER SIDE 

 
 

Church notices that didn’t quite come out right…. 

• The preacher for Sunday next will be found hanging on the notice board 

in the porch. 

• Ladies, when you have emptied the teapot, please stand upside down in 

the sink. 

• The sacristan was in a hurry to inform the congregation that their minister 

had recovered from an illness, so he put the following notice outside the 

church:   God is good.  The vicar is better. 

• There will be a procession in the grounds of the monastery next Sunday 

afternoon.  If it rains in the afternoon, the procession will take place in 

the morning. 

And…shared with us from our readers…… 

 

 

Just humour him…he’s hoping it’ll help 

him reach the young people in his 

diocese…! 

 

• The scientific theory I like best is that the rings of Saturn are composed 

entirely of lost airline luggage.  
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GROUPS AND SOCIETIES 

Choir Practice This takes place on Fridays at 7.30pm  

(except August) 

 

Bible Reading Fellowship BRF Notes are available on request. 

Contact: Maggie Dawson - 01689 823857 

 

Bible Study Group This group is open to all and meet on the second 

Tuesday of each month at 10.30 am  

at 27 Glendower Crescent. 

Contact: tbc 

 

Children’s Society Contact: Anne Spencer - 01689 601753 

 

Gardening Group This group meets on Thursdays at 10.00 am until 

12.30pm (weather permitting). 

Contact: Dave House - 01689 828037 

 

Church Mission Society Contact: Richard Newson - 01689 821445 

 

Corporate Communion (Focus and Mothers’ Union): This takes place on 

the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 10:00 am in 

the Church 

 

Focus This group is open to all women and meet on the 

second Thursday of each month at 2.00 pm in the 

Old Church 

Contact:  Anne Spencer - 01689 601753 

 

Julian Group This group is open to all and meet on the third 

Tuesday of each month at 2:00 pm  

Contact: Vanessa Dixon - 01689 851767 

 

Out of Focus This social group is open to all men and meet 

approximately  every two months to chat and 

arrange outings 

Contact: David House - 01689 828037 

 

St Michael’s Guild The guild decorate the Church throughout the 

year including weddings and funerals. They can 

arrange pedestals for members of the congregation 

to celebrate an anniversary, birthday or in memory 

of a loved one. 

Contact:  Margaret Lovett - 01689 831667 
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