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PHILIP MOSETTIG 

HANDYMAN  

NO JOB  TOO SMALL 

FREE QUOTE  

GENERAL HOUSEHOLD 

MAINTENANCE  

PAINTING & DECORATING 

GARDENING  

HONEST AND RELIABLE 

  

TEL 07504519586 

philipmosettig@yahoo.co.uk 
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 PUTTING YOUR CARE FIRST 

As a family run company with over 60 years experience in the Care 
industry, we feel we have the knowledge and expertise to support you 
and your loved ones with all your home care needs from a little extra 

help with the shopping to full time live in care. 
To see how we can help care for you: 

Email us: info@silverbirchhealthcare.co.uk 

Call us: 01689 414689 

  

BROMLEY VALLEY GYMNASTICS CENTRE 
  

Chipperfield Road, St Pauls Cray, Kent.  BR5 2QR 
  

GYM TOTS 
A physical activity with the emphasis on fun!  For children 1 – 4 years. 

45 minute sessions supervised by British Gymnastics qualified coaches. 
Sessions run Monday to Thursday, 1pm and 2pm.  Also Saturday 9am & 10 am 

Under 3’s (once walking), children must be accompanied by parent/carer. 

Over 3’s work only with coaches, parents can watch from the viewing area. 
  

AFTER SCHOOL GYMNASTICS CLASSES 
Boys & Girls recreational gymnastics classes available from 4 pm throughout the week and 

on Saturdays.  1 hour sessions taught by British Gymnastics qualified coaches. 

  
SENIORS CLASS 

A low impact Keep-Fit class for the over 60’s among us. 
No machines, just physical fun with tea and biscuits to finish! 

Why not come and join our friendly class?  
No commitment, £3 a session. 

  

For more Information please call 0208 300 5964. 
Visit our website:  www.bromleyvalley.co.uk 



5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

FULL DRY CLEANING, LAUNDRY AND ALTERATION 

SERVICE 

FREE REMOVAL AND REHANGING SERVICE WITH 

ALL CURTAINS CLEANED 

  

TELEPHONE: 01689 828149 
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ORPINGTON PARISH CHURCH 
  

Top of Church Hill (off High Street). Other entrances and car parks in Bark Hart Rd 

Follow us on Facebook at All Saints’ Orpington. 

  

Vicar:  The Rev’d George M Rogers 

   1a Keswick Road, Orpington, BR6 0EU 

   Tel: 01689 824624 

Website:  www.allsaintsorpington.org.uk 

Lay Ministers:  Pam Mercer  Tel: 01689 821171 
   Abi Hiscock    Tel: 01689 898329   
                 Email: abigail.hiscock@mail2web.com 
Pastoral Assistant:           Sheila Anderson  Tel: 07957 218706 

Churchwardens:  John Pentlow  Tel: 01689 815772  

   Duncan Hellicar  Tel: 01689 871026  

Assistant Wardens: Malcolm Dixon     Tel: 01689 851767 

                                     Gill Sinclair       Tel: 01689 875702 

                                     Denis Reidy    Tel: 01689 607202 

Children and   Mandy Turner    Email: rr.turner@ntlworld.com 

Young People:  Catherine King  Email: youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com  

   Cathy Hussey  Tel:  01689 821632 

Director of Music:      Phoebe Tak Man Chow   Email:  takmanchow@gmail.com 

Parish Administrator  Karen Kelly   Tel: 01689 832031 

Church Office  Monday-Friday: 9.30 to 12.30  Closed on Wednesdays 

   Bark Hart Road, Orpington. BR6 0QD  

   Tel: 01689 832031  Email: allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 

Parochial Church Council 

 Secretary: Gill Sinclair  Tel: 01689 875702 

 Treasurer: Tim Birse   Tel: 01689 836392 

Safeguarding Officer Gill Sinclair   Tel: 01689 875702  

Planned Giving Recorder: David Laker  Tel: 01689 834820  

Book of Remembrance: Jenni Sargent  Tel: 01689 826547 

Sacristan:  Malcolm & Vanessa Dixon:   Tel: 01689 851767  

Magazine Editor:              Gill Sinclair  Email: gillsinclair@outlook.com 

Business Manager:            Gerald Holmes  Contact via Parish Office 

Print Manager:              Gerald Holmes  01689 829322  

Special Facilities: Loop system for the deaf - set to position T on hearing aids. 

   Ramp into church. Wheelchair. Toilet for the disabled. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

   SUNDAY SERVICES  8.00am Holy Communion  BCP 

    9.30am Parish Eucharist  CW 

   On certain Festivals  6.30pm Choral Evensong  BCP 
   Wednesday    10.00am Eucharist  CW 

   Monday to Friday   9.00am Morning Prayer  CW 

Major Saints’ Days as announced in the diary 
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NOTICEBOARD 
  

 

 

 

ALL SAINTS’ PRAYING FOR ALL STREETS 

This month we are praying for the following streets in the Parish: 

       Aynscombe Angle        Eastcote & Sandy Lane 
      Mayfield Avenue          St Aubyns Close 
May the love of Jesus abide in your homes and with your families 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU 

We are praying for all those whose birthdays are this month. 

May the light of Jesus shine through them on their Birthday.  

 

 

 

 

ANY CHURCH MEMBER IN NEED OF HELP 

should please contact John Pentlow on 

j.pentlow@btinternet.com who will co-ordinate help for you. 

 

  

AUGUST MAGAZINE: Please send your copy to Gill Sinclair 

by Sunday 19 July 2020 to gillsinclair@outlook.com 

 

 

 

 

BEWARE – Grace Watson has warned us that if you are over 

75 and receive an email from TV Licensing requesting payment 

for your TV Licence – please do nothing.  It is a scam and she has 

confirmed with TV Licensing that the free licence has been 

extended to next year for the over 75s.    Thank you Grace.   

 

 

 

 

A PRAYER FOR OUR NEW VICAR: 

Lord, we ask for your blessing upon our new vicar, George. We 

thank you for the gifts and talents that you have bestowed upon 

him to fulfil his mission with us at All Saints’.   May we be 

generous in our welcome and ever grateful for his ministry.  May 

we, with George’s leadership, grow evermore deeply spiritual, 

social and in service to one another through Christ our Lord.   

Amen 

  

mailto:j.pentlow@btinternet.com
mailto:gillsinclair@outlook.com
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THE LAST WORD 

 

Perhaps you’ve heard street corner preachers shouting, “Repent, for the end 

near!”  Whenever I’ve heard this, I’ve often been tempted to reply, “repent, 

for the end is God,” who is not merely the end of all things in finality, but is 

also the goal and inspiration of things that ever were and will be: The Alpha 

and Omega. Repenting because time or the world is said to be ending is a 

bad reason to do so. Anxiety about the scarcity of time betrays a lack of faith 

in the eternal which surrounds the temporal as it paradoxically breaks into it 

at key historical moments: as in the Incarnation of our Lord. 

Recall John the Baptist: he exhorts the different factions of the crowd to 

repent—to change their purposes—and not let dissipate the passion of faith 

that was demonstrated by Abraham generations before. John calls the crowd 

to better stewardship of resources: not to hoard a surplus, but instead to 

share the abundance, so that more brothers and sisters might be brought 

into the enjoyment of it. He criticises the common practice of both tax 

collectors and soldiers—practices that were very similar to “paying 

protection” and extortion—and recommends that they not abuse others for 

the sake of their own gain. A call to repentance is a call for a change of goals, 

which requires a change of strategy and of course, a change of character. 

But repenting is hard. A change of purpose profoundly entails a rupture from 

the enchainment to the past, a transformation of the present moment in the 

revaluation of the past and the prospect of a new direction for future action 

made flesh—the fruits of our faith. This break with one’s disposition is 

difficult—any change is—because it upsets what we have enjoyed as the 

balanced and systematic way we have run our lives. With thought, prayer and 

grace, we may recognise this break as redemption and we may see how it 

affects every thread of the fabric of our lives.  

It is crucial to note that Christ tends to draw the circle wider—he’s really 

quite inclusive of those who “don’t belong” (especially sinners, tax collectors 

and soldiers—agents of the occupying Roman power). His prophets such as 

John do the same, but the way they do it is very different to the ‘politically 

correct’ inclusivity that we hear so much of these days. The problem is that 

inclusivity as a politically correct ideology is a self-perpetuating deadlock: its 

purpose is to protect its own position as an unattainable goal.   
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As a result, the most society can do is to condemn the issue in question while 

cynically admitting that nothing will ever change. Thus ‘politically correct’ 

inclusivity effectively upholds the very exclusive structure it openly critiques 

and proves itself to be hypocritical: there is no repentance in this movement.    

You might notice that the structural identity of any society, club or system 

has been built on the exclusion of others. Perhaps it is part of the universal 

blueprint. And although there has been much talk in schools and the Church 

about the “consideration of the Other,” when an “other” unexpectedly turns 

up, dialogue seems to stop, discomfort arrives and we begin to feel like we’ve 

been put on the spot. We would do well to pause here and think: whenever 

we blindly advocate inclusivity, we must remember Zephaniah’s prophecy 

about God’s intention to “save the lame and gather the outcast,” and 

remember that the outcast might show him/herself in the face of Christ. This 

point is driven home by Christ when he states, “Whatever you do to the 

least of these my brethren, you do to me,” as well his being described as the 

stone the builders rejected becoming the chief cornerstone. Why is this the 

case?   

The outcast is a person or group which functions as an “indivisible 

remainder” which when put through a system never fits; regardless of 

whether this system is the Church, local government, school or a sports 

club—this person/group always sticks out, and disturbingly makes us question 

why this is so. At the very least we will do what we have always done: 

question the outcast. This is why the response, “All Lives Matter” to the 

statement, “Black Lives Matter” betrays a mis-recognition of this broken 

structure of society. Of course we want to believe that all lives universally 

matter, but a large segment of this universal historically has been made to 

feel that its life don’t matter. If the reminder that black lives matter (as do all 

lives) sounds offensive and over against the “All” or universal, society should 

be given pause to consider the position it holds.  

Instead, what we might do is question the system we’re dealing with. By our 

recognising the outcast as the embodiment of the truth of the failure of the 

universality of the system that rejected it, we are on the way to effectively 

subverting the system by breaking the self-perpetuating deadlock and 

initiating change. Positing the outcast as the retroactive foundation of the 

system that rejected it changes the coordinates of the entire system by not 

merely renaming the elements within the system, but by changing the purpose 

and the meaning of all things and relationships involved.   
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Inclusivity is the radical acceptance of all in the name of Christ so that all can 

be transformed by him. Therefore, it is also the acceptance of differences, so 

we don’t simply want people to become just like us, professing our beliefs. 

We do hope for that; however, we want them to come on the journey that 

we ourselves are on. Thus inclusivity must not be mistaken for a feeling of 

superiority over the inferiority of others who are not like us. 

We Christians who proclaim Christ as Lord are the outcasts of the system 

called the “spiritual but not religious” world. Not to realise this and proclaim 

ourselves Christians might be like looking into a tiger’s mouth to see its teeth. 

If you look through a lot of generically religious window dressing in its 

different forms, you might catch a glimpse of the full onslaught against Christ 

that isn’t presented openly—to present it as such would not be ‘inclusive’ in 

the politically correct sense and would be dangerous for the harmony of the 

world if every Christian were to realise his/her potential as a powerful 

revolutionary emissary of Christ.   

God’s message from John the Baptist is short, sharp, yet eternal: change your 

purpose so that you will realise eternal life, and you will begin to live into this 

eternity right now in life abundant. Accordingly, there will be no fear of 

scarcity of resources in the face of death, and much more, no more tendency 

to ward off death by any kind of hoarding, drawing of limits, or preservation 

of societal equilibrium. Instead, life abundant means an excess of life—

meaning living life that breaks in above the mere biological, social and 

historical cycles of death and regeneration that surround everything alive on 

this planet year after year world without end. Life abundant means living into 

God’s Kingdom now—with our bodies in time, but our souls also in 

eternity—exploding all spatio-temporal conceptions of reality and scarcity.   

To do this is the only real subversion, and God has demonstrated this in Jesus 

Christ.  

Rev’d George M Rogers 
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A WARM WELCOME TO A  

NEW MEMBER TO OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

 

It’s baby Tommy’s first trip to (outside) All Saints‘. 

We look forward to meeting Tommy very soon. 

Libby Sutcliffe 

 

 

 

 
THE ROSE WINDOW 

 

During the war, the rose window in the great 

Rheims Cathedral was shattered into bits by 

an indirect hit. The parishioners lovingly got 

down onto their hands and knees to gather 

together all the tiny pieces of broken glass. 

When the war was over, they hired the most 

skilled workmen available to rebuild it, piece 

by piece, from the gathered fragments.  

Today’s rose window in Rheims is more 

beautiful than it ever was.  

So God can take our broken lives and reshape them as we pray: 

‘Lord, please forgive my mistakes of this day.’ 

Reuben Youngdahl  
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HOW TO FILL IN A FORM 

 Solomon took a census of all the foreigners residing in Israel, after the census his 

father David had taken; and they were found to be 153,600. He assigned 70,000 

of them to be carriers and 80,000 to be stonecutters in the hills… (2 Chronicles 

2:17-18) 

We can spend much of our working life filling in forms of one sort or another. 

Sometimes we struggle to complete an online form and have to use the 

telephone helpline. The young people who help us on the end of the line can 

leave us feeling that we are obviously idiots.   

Do you like filling in forms? No, of course not! No-one does. There are a 

few censuses in the Bible, which are a type of form. The above quotation is 

about authorities getting information to use for their benefit to get people in 

work.  

Do you always have to give the details they ask for?  No! If you just bought 

an electric iron does the manufacturer really need to know your name, 

address, date of birth, number of people in your house and cat’s mother’s 

name?  If not, then why are they asking for such details?  Always be careful 

about what information you give out, and to whom.  

Sometimes if you are in debt you are asked to fill in a budget form. Again, be 

careful. Do they really need to know your employer’s name and address and 

your bank details? On the other hand, do not forget to include every item of 

expenditure. If you just put down your earnings and the amount you spend 

at the supermarket it may look that you have plenty of money. Remember 

bus fares, school meals, rent, telephones and all the rest.  

There is never enough space on most forms. They must know email 

addresses are usually long. Then there are questionnaires asking you to rate 

the experience. Was the webpage helpful?  Why was it helpful….  and 

suddenly you are being asked to answer yet more questions and give away 

more information about yourself… be careful.  As a general rule, try and give 

as little as possible, just sufficient for the task in hand. 

I hope you have enjoyed this article.  Now please complete the 18-page 

satisfaction survey and include your bank account number, inside trouser leg 

measurement and bank card.  Oh, and don’t forget the name of your cat’s 

mother! 

David Pickup - a solicitor 



13 

 

 
 I would like to thank all those involved in our online Sunday 

morning worship, including those sharing their Reflections, 

and to all Readers and Intercessors, but especially to Duncan 

and Phoebe who have worked so hard to put it all together.  

The services have been very uplifting during this difficult 

time.  Thank you. 

Gill Sinclair 

 

I would like to extend my grateful thanks to Cathy and Alan 

Hussey who have been doing my shopping during lockdown 

as I was unable to get out to the shops, and to Pam Mercer 

who kindly organised this for me.  Thank you. 

Angela Proctor 

 

Many thanks to Catherine King and Val Pickering for 

engaging our young people during lockdown by holding 

Young Saints’ meetings on Sunday mornings via Zoom.  It 

certainly has been a very worthwhile project.   

Thank you. 

Gill Sinclair 

 I would like to say how helpful Carol Woodman has been 

since I had my fall way back in January.  She came across and 

made me tea first thing in the mornings until I could manage 

for myself. Then, of course, Coronavirus was next, and Carol 

came with shopping to save me going to the shops.  She rings 

me more or less on a daily basis to enquire how I am and do 

I need anything.  Yes, a great neighbour and friend.   

Thank you. 

Jean Fribance 

 

We would like to thank Lesley Birse for all her work on 

the Facebook page especially the daily readings, and to 

Vanessa Dixon for the Newsletter and to Gill Sinclair for 

the Magazine that are keeping us all connected.  Thank you. 

the Hussey Family 
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COVID-19 FAITH 

 

Covid-19 has given me time to reflect on my faith. As  I sit quietly on my 

night shift break I thought I would share a thought or two. 

At the age of thirteen I made a conscious decision to follow Christ during a 

meeting at the Billy Graham Mission to London. Now nearly 40 years later I 

am still walking my path, sometimes slowly, sometimes quietly, at times with 

others and occasionally on my own.  

Why during Covid-19 I hear you ask. While most of you lovely people were 

living in lockdown I was a privileged one who could continue to go to work. 

I am proud to say I work for the NHS. I am a health care assistant formally 

auxiliary nurse. On the day of lockdown I was on annual leave. On returning 

to work I had no ward to go to as our area had been transformed into the 

children’s ward. Most of my colleagues at this point were either self isolating 

or feeling the  effects of the virus. I didn’t have a clue as to what I was getting 

myself into.  On day shifts we were constantly short staffed, you never knew 

who was to be part of your team, which area you were to work on or where 

your colleagues are from.  

Every day on my way to work I would take time to pray on my bus, and then 

car journey, asking the Lord to be with me to give me the strength to carry 

out every task asked of me. Yes, some days were a struggle, others not so, 

but every time I took a step to go to look after my patients, I knew that God 

had given me the strength to do it.  

Night shifts were always a different matter. Those were the quiet times. 

Hushed voices, checking patients from afar as much as possible, as well as the 

difficult times as patients quite often passed during this time.  

Our breaks were a time to recharge. During the days we only had ½ hr 

breaks, but night shifts we had 1½ hrs in one go. It was during this time I sat 

and listened to praise and worship on my phone.  

The following became a firm favourite of mine: 
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Come Holy Spirit I pray 

1. Come Holy Spirit, I need you 

Come sweet Spirit, I pray 

Come in your strength and your 

power 

Come in your own gentle way 

2. Come as a rest to the weary 

Come as a balm to the sore 

Come Lord as strength to my 

weakness 

Fill me with joy evermore 

3. Come Holy Spirit, I need you 

Come sweet Spirit, I pray 

Come in your strength and your 

power 

Come in your own gentle way 

4. Come like a spring in the desert 

Come to the withered of soul 

Lord let your sweet healing power 

Touch me and make me whole 

5. Come Holy Spirit, I need you 

Come sweet Spirit, I pray 

Come in your strength and your power 

Come in your own gentle way 

Come in your own gentle way 

As you may be aware, I also became a patient at the PRUH with an infected 

gall bladder as well as Covid-19. 

As I lay in my room on a ward with my colleagues looking after me recovering 

this song turned into my daily prayer and has continued since I have returned 

to work. 

To date (beginning of June) we as a team still have no ward to call our own. 

Each day is a challenge with working on different units and with other staff. I 

will be thankful when this is over and I  can return to our ward with my 

colleagues.  

I am honoured to be part of the NHS team and I thank the Lord that he is 

with me every step of the way, and he is looking after me in his own gentle 

way. 

Kath Misselbrook 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Thank you Kath for sharing this with us, and thanks to you and 

   all your colleagues for looking after us during this crisis. 

        God be with you all and keep you safe.  



16 

 

 
IT BEGAN WITH A POSTER ON OUR KITCHEN DOOR 

Last September I started at the University of Bath studying Mechanical 

Engineering. I struggled to settle in for the first couple of months. However, 

by the end of February, I was feeling much more at home. Little did I know 

then but in a month University life was going to change completely.  

It began with a poster on our kitchen door, saying anyone from Wuhan had 

to self-isolate. Over the following weeks, our kitchen door turned into a 

strange illustration of what was happening across the world. The 

accommodation team added more and more posters including how to wash 

your hands, the procedure if you got symptoms and an ever-growing list of 

countries that were infected. The only part of the door which was not 

covered was the glass panel and through this was a (slightly cleaner than 

average) University kitchen which mostly continued as normal.  

Over 30% of the students at Bath are from outside the UK. The next stage 

was that a lot of these international students were called home by their 

families. However, the real world still felt far away from the university bubble. 

Two weeks before lockdown started, we were still joking with our tutor that 

we may get a slightly longer Easter holiday and I was still able to go and cheer 

on my flatmates who were running the Bath Half Marathon.  

A week before lockdown things escalated quickly. I was standing in 

Sainsbury's doing my normal shop when I got an email from the Vice-

Chancellor saying that in 2 days the University was ending face-to-face 

teaching until September. My reaction was mixed; I missed my family and 

looked forward to being home, but I felt robbed of the experiences and plans 

I had made. We hadn’t even reached our 6-month ‘flat-anniversary’. 

Over the next week, we tried to cram in as much as possible including film 

nights with Christian Union friends and a ‘last supper’ as a flat. I sombrely 

went to my lectures and tutorials, the last of which had an attendance of 7 

out of 300. The campus filled with parents packing cars and ‘goodbyes’ were 

in the air. Everyone was in denial that we would not be together again for 

another 6 months.  

Once home and in lockdown, I had to pull myself together and get on with 

long-distance learning. This mostly consisted of watching recordings of 

lectures from last year. This had its ups and downs. An advantage of these 

recordings was that you can pause and rewind the lecturer as much as you 

like (this would be a little difficult in a lecture hall of 300).  



17 

 

However, as there was no set timetable, it was all too easy to say, “I’ll do 

that tomorrow” or “I’ll have a 10-minute break” which turned into a 2-hour 

break, oops. I have found over the years that I am much more productive in 

a structured environment, always preferring to stay late at school or go to 

the library to do work. With this not being an option, my Dad kindly turned 

our spare room into an office so I could separate work and relaxation.  

Another challenge was our group project. We had been tasked to design a 

vehicle which would fully automatically dispense 2 lines of traffic cones to 

form a lane for a motorway. The only issue was my teammates were in the 

UK, Portugal, Greece, India and Hong Kong. We had to learn how to use 

software like Microsoft teams, Zoom and Autodesk to have meetings and 

share files across the world.  

But every cloud had a silver lining as I enjoyed the comforts of home life in 

lockdown including magic fairies who do my washing and buy all the food. I 

enjoyed our daily family walks and cooking for others. It was nice to have my 

brother Richard, also studying Engineering at home, because I could talk to 

him about Uni work and ask him all my stupid questions. 

My Social life had to adapt to lockdown too. I had to become a master at 

Zoom and regularly meet with different groups of friends to catch up and 

support each other. Just after Easter I organised a Zoom Quiz for the 

Christian Union in replacement of our annual Summer Ball.  

Of course, my faith is a big part of my life both at Uni and at home. Every 

morning at 9:00 I join a zoom call with a group of Staff and Students which is 

led by the Uni Chaplin. This is a great opportunity to focus on God and pray 

for each other, the University and the World. I am also part of group reading 

Romans. This gave a relief from the highly mathematical world of Engineering 

and allows me to look at the bigger picture of my life rather than just my 

seemingly endless to do list. 

Just like a normal year, May signified exam season. Unlike previous years, the 

exams were not taken in a Sports Hall with a ticking clock and neat ordered 

rows of stressed students. Instead I was given my 5 exam papers and 3 weeks 

to complete all the questions in my own time. I was able to use my notes and 

the internet but not able to talk to fellow students. This was a blessing, but I 

had to fight against putting too much pressure on myself as there was no 

excuse to get anything wrong.   
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After exams I was able to go back to Bath to collect all my belongings from 

my room. I enjoyed being able to go on a socially distanced walk with my 

friend who had stayed in Bath and later the University Chaplin. But it was 

strange to go back to a deserted Campus. The most bizarre feeling was seeing 

all the lights turned off in the accommodation houses. Even if you couldn’t 

see many other students walking around on a normal afternoon, you would 

know that they were in their rooms or their kitchens. Now all the windows 

were black. This made me remember that University is like the Church in the 

way that its life is fed by the community rather than just the building itself. 

And there, still on the door to my kitchen, was the poster that seemed so 

inconspicuous many months ago. 

Carol Hussey 

 

 

 

 

A HYMN OF HOPE 

by John L Bell 

 

We will meet when the danger is over, 

we will meet when the sad days are gone; 

we will meet sitting closely together 

and be glad our tomorrow has come. 

 

We will join to give thanks and sing gladly, 

we will join to break bread and share wine; 

and the peace that we pass to each other 

will be more than a casual sign. 

 

So let's make with each other a promise 

that what we've all come through is behind, 

we will share what we missed and find meaning 

in the things that once troubled our mind. 

 

Until then may we always discover 

faith and love to determine our way. 

That's our hope and God's will and our calling 

for our lives and for every new day. 

Shared with us by Mary Hart 
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES 

 

Sunday Clubs 

 
 

 

Young Saints 
 

    For all children and young people 

9.30 a.m in the hall 
 

Join us as we have fun learning about Jesus, the Bible 

and Church.  We sing, play games, make things, cook 

and pray together. 

 

 

 
     There is a creche for babies and very young children. 
 

 

Contact: Catherine King or Val Pickering 

  Email: youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 
 

 

Youth Group for Secondary School Children 
Join us as we learn and discuss how the Bible is relevant 

to our everyday lives. 
 

Contact: Mandy Turner 

  Email: rr.turner@ntlworld.com  
 

 All groups come into church in time to join the congregation at the altar to 

receive a communion or blessing and join their parents. 

  

mailto:youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com
mailto:rr.turner@ntlworld.com
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 CELEBRATION DAYS FOR JULY 

3rd July - St Thomas the Apostle  
Thomas, one of Jesus’ 12 apostles, was an impulsive, confused, 

honest sceptic.  Jesus could understand and work with such a 
man.  Thomas’ impulsiveness was evident when Jesus 

prepared to visit Lazarus in Bethany.  It was a dangerous trip 
to make, because of the Jews, but Thomas urged his fellow 

disciples: “Let us also go, that we may die with Him.” (John 
11:16) Instead, Jesus brought Lazarus back to life. 

Thomas’ confusion is shown in later talks with Jesus.  He was not really sure 
where Jesus was going long-term (John 14:5).  But Jesus accepted this confused 

commitment, and began to untangle it, patiently explaining: “I am going to my 
Father”, and “No one comes unto the Father but by me.” 

Finally, Thomas’ honest scepticism is revealed after the Resurrection, which he 
flatly refused to believe - unless he could touch the wounds of the risen Jesus.  
Sure enough, Jesus appears - but instead of scolding him, shows him the wounds.  

Thomas responds: “My Lord and my God”(John 20.26ff).   

Thus Doubting Thomas’ honest doubts, turned to honest faith, have become a 

reassurance for thousands of men and women across the centuries, who also 
want to follow Jesus, but who require some proof of this amazing event - the 

Resurrection.  In Doubting Thomas’ complete affirmation of faith, after meeting 
the risen, crucified Christ, they can find support for their own faith. 

22nd July - St Mary Magdalene  
It is easy to understand the popularity of Mary Magdalene over 

the centuries: she is the patron saint both of repentant sinners 
and of the contemplative life.   

Jesus drove seven demons from Mary, who came from near 
Tiberius in Galilee.  She became His follower to the bitter end.  

She followed Him to Jerusalem and was present during the crucifixion, standing 
heart-broken at the foot of the cross. Her love for Jesus did not end there, for 

she went to the tomb to anoint His body on the Sunday morning.   

Such faithful, humble devotion was richly repaid: it gave her a unique privilege 
among all mankind: she was the first person to whom the Risen Lord appeared 

on Easter Sunday morning.  She thought He was the gardener at first. 

Mary Magdalene has sometimes been identified with the woman who anointed 

Christ’s feet in the house of Simon (Luke 7:37).   
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Over the centuries many artists have painted this scene. Mary Magdalene’s feast 

has been kept in the West since the 8th century.  England has 187 ancient 
churches dedicated to her, as well as a College in both Oxford and Cambridge. 

25th July - St James the Great 
Jesus, fresh from His baptism and fired with His new calling, 

bursts into Galilee. Coming upon four fishermen working on 
the shore of the lake, He says to them, ‘Follow me’. Without 

further ado or even a second thought, they abandon what 
they’re doing (and in the case of two of them, James and John, 

leave their poor old father alone in the boat with the hired 
crew), and set off with Jesus, they know not where. That is how Mark’s Gospel 

records the recruitment of four of the apostles of Jesus. Talk about a sudden 
change of life! 

All our understanding of human behaviour tells us that this is not how people 

normally respond to such a peremptory invitation: no questions, no explanation. 
Take it or leave it. Just ‘Follow me’.  

That however is on a superficial reading of the text. In fact, because we have four 
Gospels rather than just three, we know from John that one pair of brothers, 

James and John, and the other two called on the same day, had been disciples of 
John the Baptist, who had pointed Jesus out to them as the ‘Lamb of God who 

takes away the sin of the world’.  

Subsequently two of them had sought Him out and spent some time with Him in 
the Jordan area. This was not quite the instant ‘conversion’ described by Matthew 

and Mark, though undoubtedly it evoked an instant response.  

For many of us on the journey of faith the experience of James and John - and 

the other two, Peter and Andrew - mirrors our own experience. First we know 
about Jesus, perhaps as children at Sunday school, or later as adults. Then we 

begin to ask questions and look for answers. Finally there may come a time when 
we hear His voice, as it were, calling us to accompany Him on a life of love, 

service and commitment. 

For James (whose feast day falls this month) this moment was to turn his whole 

life upside down. He became a leader of the church in Jerusalem after the 
resurrection and was the first apostle to be martyred, being put to the sword by 

Herod Agrippa in 44AD. His brother John, in contrast, lived on as a senior figure 
in the life of the emerging Church. For all four who were called by the lake that 

day, nothing would ever be quite the same again. But then all those who set out 
to follow Jesus wherever He leads them are usually in for a few surprises. 

  



22 

 

CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES  

  

Throughout the week 

  

 
   All Saints’ Tots 
   A friendly and fun group for babies, toddlers and their parents, 

   grandparents and carers.  

  

We meet every Thursday in term time between 10.00-11.30am. 

  

Come and find us at the back of the Church to have a cuppa and a chat whilst the 

little ones play.  

  

Contact: Cathy Hussey - Tel: 01689 821632  

  

    

   Guiding  
   Meet in the Church Hall 

  

  

Rangers     (14 - 18 years)  Alternate Wednesdays  

Guides     (10 - 15 years)  7.30-9.00pm  

Brownies   (7 - 10 ½ years)  6.00-7.30pm  

  

Contact: Division Commissioner: Debbie Clarke - Tel: 01689 832325 

  

  

 

   Scouting 2nd Orpington Scout Group  
   Meet at 50a Court Road 

  

Explorers (14 - 18 years)  Thursday 

Scouts        (10½ - 14 years)  Wednesday & Friday 

Cubs          (8 - 10½ years)      Monday & Tuesday 

Beavers      (6 - 8 years)  Tuesday & Wednesdayp 

  

Contact: via website   www.2nd.orp.org.uk 

 

  

mailto:-%20cathy-hussey@ntlworld.com
http://www.2nd.orp.org.uk/
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All Saints’ Church 

opening for private prayer 

 

 

For the last 3 months all churches have been closed, including All Saints’. 

Following the Government easing of restrictions brought in to combat the 

Coronavirus the Church of England has decided that, whilst it cannot hold its 

normal services, churches could be open for private prayer. 

We are pleased to follow the restriction easing and are opening for private 

prayer on two days each week: 

Tuesdays from 10.00 am to 1.00 pm, 

and 

Sundays from 2.00 pm to 5.00 pm. 

There are still over 1000 cases of Coronavirus being identified each day, and 

so we must be careful. Please use the hand sanitiser when entering the 

building, and whilst you are here please follow the Government social 

distance recommendations of 2 metres. We would recommend wearing a 

face mask as we are indoors. 

The church has been deep cleaned and sanitised before opening as have the 

toilet facilities. 

Please note that the fire exit from the hall is no longer available but the south 

door in the chancel of the old church is open for this purpose. Pease also 

leave the church by this door.  

It is comforting to know that we may now make use of this beautiful building 

albeit on a very restricted basis. Please take advantage of this opportunity to 

pray to and praise our Lord whilst giving full consideration to your fellow 

worshippers, and please follow any instructions given by our stewards. 

God Bless you. 
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WE ARE NOT IN THE SAME BOAT ... 

 

I heard that we are all in the same boat, 

but it's not like that. We are sailing in the 

same storm, but not in the same boat. 

Your ship could be shipwrecked and 

mine might not be. Or vice versa. 

For some, quarantine is optimal. A 

moment of reflection, of re-connection, 

easy in flip flops, with a cocktail or 

coffee. For others, this is a desperate financial & family crisis. 

For some that live alone they're facing endless loneliness. While for others it 

is peace, rest & time with their mother, father, sons & daughters. 

Some are bringing in extra money with endless overtime, Others are working 

more hours for less money due to pay cuts or loss in sales. Others no longer 

have a job. 

Some families of 4 will receive £5000 per month from the stimulus while 

other families of 4 will see £0 for the duration of it. 

Some were concerned about getting a certain chocolate for Easter while 

others were concerned if there would be enough bread, milk and eggs for 

the weekend. 

Some want to go back to work because they don't qualify for unemployment 

and are running out of money. Others want to kill those who break the 

quarantine and are seen outside. 

Some are home spending 2-3 hours/day helping their child with online 

schooling while others are spending 2-3 hours/day to educate their children 

on top of a 10-12 hour workday. 

Some have experienced the near death of the virus, some have already lost 

someone from it and some are not sure if their loved ones are going to make 

it. Others don't believe this is a big deal. 

Some have faith and expect miracles during this 2020. Others say the worst 

is yet to come.  

So, friends, we are not in the same boat. We are going through a time when 

our perceptions and needs are completely different. 
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Each of us will emerge, in our own way, from this storm. It is very important 

to see beyond what is seen at first glance. Not just looking, actually seeing. 

We are all on different ships during this storm experiencing a very different 

journey so don't judge others by what's happening in your boat, we are all 

just fighting our way through the storm. 

Good luck to you all and we'll see you in the calm. 

Shared with us by Karen Kelly 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dean Philip lit 1,184 candles inside Rochester Cathedral, to remember all 

those who have lost their lives to Covid-19 in Kent and Medway over the 

last three months.  Each candle represents one life lost.  The following prayer 

was also posted on Rochester’s website: 

Loving God, whose light shines perpetually in the darkness, 

we hold before you each precious life that has been extinguished 

in Medway and Kent during this time of pandemic. 

We remember those who watch, wait and weep this night, 

and whose hearts are broken. 

Send them the comfort of your Holy Spirit, 

and may those who have been taken from us forever shine in your 

presence, 

and always in our hearts. 

For Jesus Christ's sake. Amen 
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The Yomelelani Trust, a UK registered Charity, was established in 2015 

to support the Yomelelani Pre-School in the township of Zwelihle, 

Hermanus, Cape Town, South Africa. The PCC of All Saints very kindly 

donates a sum each year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Since my item in the July, 2019 Newsletter…”It starts with education” , the 

South African Pre-school industry is now in a state of upheaval thanks to 

Covid-19.  This sector of education has the title ‘Early Childhood 

Development Centres’ which are classified as NPO’s (Not for profit 

organisation) of which there are estimated to be 230,000 in the country. They 

exist on donations, fees and Government grants.  In early May the 

Government announced that support for 132,000 was going to 

cease.  Yomelelani survived this cull. However, parental fees which usually 

contribute the bulk of income will disappear as parents, usually low skilled, 

become unemployed, many working in the now non-existent hospitality 

industry. Massive closures are expected to take place. At this moment all 

schools are closed with an indicated mid-July opening date for the surviving 

ECDC’s. 

So where does this leave Yomelelani?  After a period of expansion at the end 

of 2019 you would have thought extremely vulnerable. You may well be right 
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but not at the moment. Curiously operating in one of the poorest townships 

in South Africa has given us a balance in our finances not generally found 

elsewhere. The Government Grant continues to be miserly and our fees a 

fraction,  estimated at 20%, of what other ECDC’s charge.  With over 60% 

of our pupils either orphans with guardians or one parent families, there is 

not the capacity to charge more. We have been under pressure to accept 

children from outside the township but have refused to change our policy of 

supporting our immediate impoverished community.  

What have we been doing since the Government closed all schools on 18th 

March, 2020?   The first thing we did was to contact our food suppliers as 

with a closed school we were no longer feeding our children. It was 

confirmed that our monthly delivery would arrive at the end of March and as 

a consequence we notified all guardians/parents that a month’s supply of 

cereals, dried food and long life milk would be available for each child on 1st 

April. Under the strict eye of the General Manager this exercise was carried 

out with great success and was repeated on 1st May.  Social distancing was 

observed. Soon after the first distribution we received an edict from the 

Government instructing us to do exactly what we had already achieved. Feed 

our children.   Shortly afterwards we received a request if we could assist 

the Local Government with the operation of a Soup Kitchen, operated by 

hired staff but using our premises to prepare the Government supplied food 

for the desperately needy in the township.  A line of end to end tables was 

established in the street outside the school and soup was served the first 

day.  Fifteen such kitchens have been set up in Zwelihle and the thousands 

fed each day with a mixture of soup and sandwiches. It is a huge success.  

This item in the Newsletter was originally going to be about our end 2019 

expansion but the subject of the virus dominates discussion at the moment. 

However, you might be interested to hear that we expanded the school by 

40% in January, 2020 with a completely new age group, the 6 year olds.  The 

Government decision on the subject of whom should educate 6 year old 

children has flipped back and forth between the ECDC’s and the Primary 

schools.  It eventually stated that they should be educated by teachers who 

had graduated to Level 5, leaving open the type of school they should attend. 

In our township there are thousands of 6 year old children unable to gain 

entry to one of the three Primary schools, spending the year in the 

street.  The usual progression of the Yomelelani graduation group to the next 

stage had become unpredictable. Our response was to bring the local Primary 

school (Lukhanyo) to Yomelelani.     We converted the surplus space in the 
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large school hall into two classrooms for 60 children, known as the Grade R 

classes. Our numbers expanded from 150 to 210. The financing of the 

construction was achieved by a specific UK/South African fund raising group.  

The local Department of Education was in agreement with all this as it was 

sponsored by our local Primary school (Lukhanyo). The latter, with verbal 

confirmation from the Department, promised to cover the wage costs from 

January, 2020 which was later delayed until April 2020 and again to January 

2021. Hence our costs have risen this year but not substantially.  Fortunately 

we employed 2 teachers already with the required Level 5 qualification and a 

quick reshuffle of responsibilities led to us hiring entry level staff. A 40% 

increase in school size was achieved with a 10% rise in operating costs. 

The good news is that the Department of Education has now promised to 

ratify our expansion mid-2020 allowing Yomelelani to gain a direct monthly 

grant for Grade R, removing the failed financial connection with Lukhanyo. 

Never in the short history of Yomelelani has the future been so 

unpredictable. The 20-20-60% approx. income split between Government 

Grant-Fees-Donations will change this year. There will be virtually no Fees 

for the reasons quoted above. It will be a challenging year for the Yomelelani 

Trust to find additional support but that is our role. 

UPDATE 5th June 2020 

The above was written early May since when there have been a number of 

developments.  The ECDC’s proposed opening mid-July has been 

postponed.  

Secondly: the Township Soup Kitchen has been cut from 5 days a week to 3. 

An international insurance company has responded. See below. 

Thirdly: The virus has now arrived and the township cannot do anything to 

protect itself.  In the last 3 weeks it has risen from just 3 cases to 27 and now 

(5/06/20) to 40. Regretfully with a population of 55,000 approx living in shacks 

and small sheds there is little chance of Social Distancing. 

Peter Thompson – Chair 

See our website at: www.yomelelani.co.za 
  

http://www.yomelelani.co.za/
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YOMELELANI PHOTOS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Queue for the soup kitchen 

 

 

 

 

 

Yomelelani guardians and 

parents collecting their 

children’s monthly food 

parcel 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Food parcel donation by 

Old Mutual Insurance  

(see Facebook Yomelelani) 
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We heard recently from Helen and David Hobbs of the difficulties 

coronavirus is causing their work in Harare, Zimbabwe.  Basic supplies are 

very short and very expensive, and they are struggling to ensure that the 

young people they care for are properly fed.  At All Saints we reserve the 

proceeds of Sunday morning coffee for "natural disasters".  When we used 

the term we had in mind droughts and tsunamis, but the PCC decided earlier 

this month that coronavirus was a natural disaster.  Although we are not 

collecting coffee money at the moment, we have just over £270 in hand and 

the PCC voted to send £250 to support the work of the Michael Project. 

 

Helen and David Hobbs are personally supported in their work by All Saints 

charitable giving - Helen was a member of our congregation from childhood 

until leaving for Zimbabwe.  She writes regular newsletters by email.  If you 

would like to be added to the circulation list to hear about the work and 

needs - especially prayer needs - of the Michael Project, please contact Peter 

and Marion Cunningham who manage the circulation list.  They can be 

reached at mjcpkc@gmail.com 

 

If you would like to augment our coffee money fund to allow for the coffee 

you are drinking at home on a Sunday morning, you can make a telephone or 

internet banking payment to 60-16-03 14123924 All Saints Orpington.  Please 

reference your payment "Coffee money".  

Tim Birse 

 

 

 
PARISH REGISTERS 

June 2020 

 

BURIAL/CREMATIONS: 

Burial – 2nd June :  Olive Hardiman (92) 

Burial – 4th June :  Anthony Babington (59) 

 

 

We extend our love and sympathy to their family and friends  

mailto:mjcpkc@gmail.com
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Bromley Borough Foodbank 
c/o United Reformed Church, 

20 Widmore Road, 
 Bromley, Kent BR1 1RY 

e: info@bromleyborough.foodbank.org.uk    
t: 02083027909/07876 809430 

Registered charity number 1167961|  
Registered in England and Wales 

 

 

 
To the Congregation of All Saints, Orpington, 

It would seem very insensitive of me just to plough in to an ordinary ‘thank 

you’ letter for this three month period without acknowledging the very 

different circumstances we now all find ourselves in. The effects of the Covid 

19 outbreak have been felt all around the world and, of course, on our 

doorstep.  

We want to extend our grateful thanks to you all for continuing to support 

Bromley Borough Foodbank as we seek to help the increasing numbers of 

those in crisis. 

In the three month period from 1st March-31stMay 2020 you have donated 

9.7kg. 

In that same time frame we gave out food parcels to feed 2651 people, 

made up of 1435 adults and 1216 children.  

Unfortunately, we have seen the need for Foodbanks increase greatly, just 

last year between March and May we gave out food parcels to feed 

1351people.  

So you can see how important your donations are as they ensure that we 

can continue to help those in crisis in the borough. 

Thank you once again for your support.  

Yours sincerely, 

Sue (Volunteer) 

Bromley Borough Foodbank 
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COFFEE BREAK  
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CHILDREN’S CORNER 
  

 
 

A PICTURE TO COLOUR 
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THE LIGHTER SIDE 

 

 
 

 
Pancakes - A mother was preparing pancakes for her sons, Kevin, five, and 

Ryan, three. The boys began to argue over who would get the first pancake. 

Their mother saw the chance for a moral lesson. “If Jesus were sitting here, 

He would say, ‘Let my brother have the first pancake, I can wait.’”  

Quick as a wink, Kevin turned to his younger brother and said: 

“Ryan, you be Jesus!” 

 

 

 

Coronavirus - For the first time in history, we can help save the human race 

by lying in front of the TV and doing nothing.      Let’s not mess this one up! 

 

 

 

The Queue - While waiting in a socially distanced queue early one morning 

for the supermarket to open for us ‘seniors’, I was surprised to see a young 

man saunter along and try to cut in at the front of the queue. A furious old 

lady waved her cane at him, and he quickly backed away. 

 

A moment later, the young man tried again. He managed to dodge the old 

lady, but then two old men started shouting at him. Again, the young man 

backed away. 

 

But he wasn’t giving up, and soon the young man approached the queue for 

the third time. By now, all of us pensioners were ready for him, an angry wall 

of opposition. 

 

The young man stood there for a moment, and then shrugged his shoulders. 

“If you people won’t let me unlock the door, none of you will ever get in to 

shop.” 
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GROUPS AND SOCIETIES 
 

Choir Practice  Practice takes place on Fridays at 7.30pm (except August) 

 

Bible Reading   BRF Notes are available on request. 

Fellowship  Contact: Maggie Dawson - 01689 823857 

 

Bible Study Group This group is open to all and meet on the 2nd Tuesday of 

each month at 10.30 am at 27 Glendower Crescent. 

  Contact: Julia Jeffery - 01689 821443 

 

Children’s Society Contact: Anne Spencer - 01689 601753 

 

Churchyard Group This group meets on Thursdays at 10.00 am until 12.30pm  

  (weather permitting). 

  Contact: John Pentlow - 01689 815772 

 

Church Mission Society Contact: Richard Newson - 01689 821445 

 

Corporate Communion (Focus and Mothers’ Union): This takes place on the  

  3rd Wednesday of each month at 10:00 am in the Church 

 

Focus  This group is open to all women and meet on the 2nd 

Thursday of each month at 2.00 pm in the hall 

  Contact:  Anne Spencer - 01689 601753 

  

Julian Group  This group is open to all and meet on the 3rd Tuesday of 

each month at 2:00pm  

  Contact: Vanessa Dixon - 01689 851767 

 

Mothers’ Union  PLEASE NOTE there will be no further branch meetings until 

  further notice 

  Contact: Ann Crowe - 01689 826216 

   

Out of Focus  This social group is open to all men and meet approx every 

  two months to chat and arrange outings 

  Contact: David House - 01689 828037 

  

St Michael’s Guild The guild decorate the Church throughout the year including 

weddings and funerals. They can arrange pedestals for 

members of the congregation to celebrate an anniversary, 

birthday or in memory of a loved one. 

  Contact:  Margaret Lovett - 01689 831667 
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Live-In Home Care 
 

We are a family owned and run agency specialising in 

live-in care, with over 30 years experience in the care 

sector.  

  

We offer an alternative to residential care, providing our 

clients with one to one live-in care, enabling them to 

remain in the comfort and security of their own home. 
  

We are based in Tunbridge Wells, Kent and provide live-in 

services to clients in the local areas of Kent and Sussex. 

 

 

  

Tel: 01892 518400  

www.bespokecarecompany.co.uk 
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 Chislehurst Road Garage 

  

* All makes serviced and repaired. 
* MOT and Repair 

* Air-Con Service and Repair 
* Diagnostic and Repair 

* Exhaust and Tyres Fitted 

  

42, Chislehurst Road, Orpington BR6 0DJ 

  

01689 830201 
  

chislehurstroadgarage@talktalk.net 
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