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Quality Home Help Service 

Cleaning - Laundry - Ironing- Shopping 

Running Errands - Companionship 

 

Call Lena on : 0203 609 2417 

www.marigoldseniorsupport.com 

http://www.marigoldseniorsupport.com/
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ORPINGTON PARISH CHURCH 
Top of Church Hill (off High Street). Other entrances and car parks in Bark Hart Rd 

Follow us on Facebook at All Saints’ Orpington. 

Vicar:  The Rev’d George M Rogers 

   1a Keswick Road, Orpington, BR6 0EU 

   Tel: 01689 824624 

Website:  www.allsaintsorpington.org.uk 

Faith Online:  01689 495014 – Listen to extracts from Sunday Services 

Lay Ministers:  Pam Mercer  Tel: 01689 821171 

   Abi Hiscock    Tel: 01689 898329   
                 Email: abigail.hiscock@mail2web.com 
Pastoral Assistant:           Sheila Anderson  Tel: 07957 218706 

Churchwardens:  John Pentlow  Tel: 01689 815772  

   Duncan Hellicar  Tel: 01689 871026  

Assistant Wardens: Malcolm Dixon     Tel: 01689 851767 

                                     Gill Sinclair       Tel: 01689 875702 

                                     Denis Reidy    Tel: 01689 607202 

Children and   Mandy Turner    Email: rr.turner@ntlworld.com 

Young People:  Catherine King  Email: youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com  

   Cathy Hussey  Tel:  01689 821632 

Director of Music:      Phoebe Tak Man Chow   Email:  takmanchow@gmail.com 

Parish Administrator  Karen Kelly   Tel: 01689 832031 

Church Office  Monday-Friday: 9.30 to 12.30  Closed on Wednesdays 

   Bark Hart Road, Orpington. BR6 0QD  

   Tel: 01689 832031  Email: allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 

Parochial Church Council 

 Secretary: Gill Sinclair  Tel: 01689 875702 

 Treasurer: Tim Birse   Tel: 01689 836392 

Safeguarding Officer Gill Sinclair   Tel: 01689 875702.  

Planned Giving Recorder: David Laker  Tel: 01689 834820  

Book of Remembrance: Jenni Sargent  Tel: 01689 826547 

Sacristan:  Malcolm & Vanessa Dixon:   Tel: 01689 851767  

Magazine Editor:              Gill Sinclair  Email: gillsinclair@outlook.com 

Business Manager:             Gerald Holmes  Contact via Parish Office 

Special Facilities:              Loop system for the deaf - set to position ‘T’ on hearing aids. 

                Ramp into church. Wheelchair access. Toilet for the disabled. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   SUNDAY SERVICES  8.00am Holy Communion  BCP 

    9.30am Parish Eucharist  CW 

   On certain Festivals  6.30pm Choral Evensong  BCP 

   Wednesday    10.00am Eucharist  CW 

   Monday to Friday   9.00am Morning Prayer  CW 

Major Saints’ Days as announced in the diary 

http://www.allsaintsorpington.org.uk/
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NOTICEBOARD 
  

 ALL SAINTS’ PRAYING FOR ALL STREETS 

This month we are praying for the following streets in the 

Parish: 

   Bicknor Road       Fordwich Close       Novar Close 

   Bekesbourne Tower       Wichling Close 

May the love of Jesus abide in your homes and with your families 

 

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU 

We are praying for all those whose birthdays are this month, 

especially: 

   Angela Pentlow       Joy Nettleton       Pam Webb 

May the light of Jesus shine through you on your Birthday 

 

 

FAITH ONLINE – Telephone 01689 495014 to listen to 

extracts from the Sunday Services by choosing from the  

options available. 

 

 

 

FOLLOW OUR SERVICES:  The following link takes you 

directly to the video page of All Saints' Facebook and from 

there you can choose which video to watch. You do not need 

to have a Facebook account – 
https://www.facebook.com/AllSaintsOrpington/videos/?ref=page_internal 

 

 ANY CHURCH MEMBER IN NEED OF HELP please 

contact John Pentlow who will try to co-ordinate help for you. 

 

 CHURCHES TOGETHER IN ORPINGTON 

Please note that due to family and work commitments, Abi has 

stood down as our CTiO representative and Vanessa has 

kindly volunteered to take her place.  Many thanks to you 

both. 

 FEBRUARY’S MAGAZINE  

Please send your articles to Gill by Sunday 24 January 2021 

at gillsinclair@outlook.com 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/AllSaintsOrpington/videos/?ref=page_internal
mailto:gillsinclair@outlook.com
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OUR SAVIOUR IS NOT JUST FOR CHRISTMAS 

 

 

 
 

 

The Slaughter of the Innocents is a part of the story of Bethlehem, and the 

birth of Christ. These killings, into which Jesus is born, designated very young 

children to be killed—birth to age 2—by military assault weapons and other 

means; by soldiers who burst in like madmen. These killings happened in 

Bethlehem, and they have happened in every age. Madness, mayhem, 

paranoia, zero-sum thinking: these are part of our human condition, which 

places ourselves, fears and desires at the centre. But they’re not all that we 

are. 

 

The story tells us that the Christ child was born into bedlam, mayhem, the 

madness which is our world. The child was born because, pervasive as this 

reality about us is, it’s not all we are. The story was written to give us hope. 

 

The story tells us that our salvation is born in the midst of such times, into 

the heart of our darkness, in a moment when time is shattered and new time 

begins. And our salvation is brought to us by a survivor of the worst that can 

befall, by a child whose light was not extinguished, a child who understands 

deeply what has happened, a child who remembers, a child who was not 

killed. This is the Child who grows in wisdom and stature, who amazes the 

rabbis in the temple, who has a perspective unlike anyone’s. 

 

The story tells us that the people of Bethlehem were barely aware of this 

child. Devastated by the slaughter, picking up their splintered lives, their 

broken hearts, their stabbing fears, their traumatised surviving children, they 

also found among the wreckage the words that promise the Messiah will be 

born to them, especially to them. They carried this promise, in tears, as they 

buried their dead children.  
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The story tells us that God does not abandon us to face our peril alone. That 

God drew Mary and Joseph to this place and this time for this birth. We tend 

to think the slaughter was later, after the birth and after the flight, but it’s 

possible that the time frame here is very short, that the star brought the 

kings to the moment of birth, that Herod’s angry order was given impatiently 

early, that the rumours of murder were rife in the streets as Mary lay down 

in the straw. It’s possible that the carnage was beginning even as she gave 

birth. And so perhaps she gave birth among the slaughtered. 

 

The hope of our time lives among survivors. We cannot outrun, outgun, or 

outwit what is monstrous in this world. But in facing the truth of our reality, 

we can see light in its darkness, and hear angels—messengers of God—

singing there, for it is into this reality that Christ comes, why we celebrate 

Christmas. 

 

May we remember that Christmas comes to meet our desperate need of our 

Lord and Saviour.  God with us is the theme. 

 

 

Never we know but in sleet and in snow,  
The place where the great fires are, 

That the midst of the earth is a raging mirth  
And the heart of the earth a star. 

And at night we win to the ancient inn  
Where the child in the frost is furled, 

We follow the feet where all souls meet 

At the inn at the end of the world.  
The gods lie dead where the leaves lie red, 

For the flame of the sun is flown, 

The gods lie cold where the leaves lie gold, 

And a Child comes forth alone. 

—G.K. Chesterton, from A Child of the Snows 

 

 

The Rev’d George M Rogers 
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THE STORY BEHIND THE HYMN 

“In the Bleak Midwinter” 

Christina Georgiana Rossetti (1830-1894) gives us one of 

the most beloved Christmas hymns. The author of three 

collections of mostly religious poetry and four devotional 

books, she came from a family steeped in the arts. Her 

deep faith is thought to be partially the result of the solace 

that she found in writing as a result of her poor health 

from age sixteen. 

Christina’s father, Gabriele Rossetti, was a professor of Italian at King’s 

College, London, living in exile in England. Her brothers Dante Gabriel and 

William Michael gave birth to a nineteenth-century art movement, the Pre-

Raphaelites, for which the beautiful Christina often served as a model, 

especially for portraits of the Madonna. Among the family friends was Charles 

Dodgson, who, under the pseudonym of Lewis Carroll, authored the 

famous Alice in Wonderland. An ardent Anglican, Christina rejected one suitor 

because he was Roman Catholic. 

Her most famous hymns are the Christmas texts, "Love Came Down at 

Christmas" composed in 1885 (UM Hymnal No. 242) and "In the Bleak 

Midwinter," the latter first published as the poem "A Christmas Carol" 

in Scribner’s Monthly in January 1872. It first appeared as a hymn in The English 

Hymnal (1906), where it was paired to a tune by the famous English composer 

Gustav Holst (1874-1934). Now, over 100 years later, we sing this hymn in 

virtually the same form as it appeared in 1906. 

In the first memorable stanza, Rossetti creates a dreary and desolate image 

of the world into which the infant Jesus appeared by drawing on the 

experience of a British winter. She is not suggesting that it literally snowed in 

Bethlehem, but is drawing on a long-established literary idea of associating 

snow with Christ's birth.  

The writer invites us to offer our own gift to the Christ Child just as the 

shepherds and wise men did. Rather than the present of a lamb or expensive 

gifts, however, we offer the most important gift -- our hearts. 

What can I give him, Poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb, 

If I were a wise man, I would do my part, 

Yet what I can I give Him  — Give my heart. 
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ALL SAINTS’ POETS 

 

 

 

 

 

AN EPIDEMIC WITH A DIFFERENCE 

 

Smiling is infectious 

You catch it like the flu 

When someone smiled at me today 

I started smiling too 

I passed around the corner 

And someone saw my grin 

When he smiled I realised 

I’d passed it on to him 

I thought about that smile 

Then realised its worth 

A simple smile just like mine 

Could travel round the earth 

So if you feel a smile begin 

Don’t leave it undetected 

Let’s start an epidemic quick 

And get the world infected 

Shared with us by Marion Cunningham 

 

 

 

FRIENDSHIP 

 

What Ship can steer us through life’s sea of turbulence and stress? 

What ship can always guarantee quest for happiness 

What ship can ascertain the kind of course to be explored 

The ship to sale into the mind - is “Friendship” – All Aboard! 

Shared with us by Peter Godsmark 
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 PUTTING YOUR CARE FIRST 

As a family run company with over 60 years experience in the Care 
industry, we feel we have the knowledge and expertise to support you 
and your loved ones with all your home care needs from a little extra 

help with the shopping to full time live in care. 
To see how we can help care for you: 

Email us: info@silverbirchhealthcare.co.uk 

Call us: 01689 414689 

  

BROMLEY VALLEY GYMNASTICS CENTRE 
  

Chipperfield Road, St Pauls Cray, Kent.  BR5 2QR 
  

GYM TOTS 
A physical activity with the emphasis on fun!  For children 1 – 4 years. 

45 minute sessions supervised by British Gymnastics qualified coaches. 
Sessions run Monday to Thursday, 1pm and 2pm.  Also Saturday 9am & 10 am 

Under 3’s (once walking), children must be accompanied by parent/carer. 

Over 3’s work only with coaches, parents can watch from the viewing area. 
  

AFTER SCHOOL GYMNASTICS CLASSES 
Boys & Girls recreational gymnastics classes available from 4 pm throughout the week and 

on Saturdays.  1 hour sessions taught by British Gymnastics qualified coaches. 

  
SENIORS CLASS 

A low impact Keep-Fit class for the over 60’s among us. 
No machines, just physical fun with tea and biscuits to finish! 

Why not come and join our friendly class?  
No commitment, £3 a session. 

  

For more Information please call 0208 300 5964. 
Visit our website:  www.bromleyvalley.co.uk 
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LET’S START 2021 WITH A GIGGLE 

 

 

 
 
 

WONDERFUL CHURCH BULLETINS! 
 

These sentences actually appeared in church bulletins 
or were announced at church services: 

 

➢ Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7pm.   
     Please use the back door.  

➢ The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals.  

➢ Scouts are saving aluminium cans, bottles and other items to be recycled. 

     Proceeds will be used to cripple children.  

➢ The sermon this morning: 'Jesus Walks on the Water.  

     'The sermon tonight: 'Searching for Jesus.'  

➢ Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale.  It's a chance to get rid of those things 

not worth keeping around the house.  Bring your husbands. 

➢ Don't let worry kill you off - let the Church help. 

➢ Miss Charlene Mason sang 'I will not pass this way again,' giving obvious 
pleasure to the congregation. 

➢ For those of you who have children and don't know it, we have a nursery 
downstairs. 

➢ Next Thursday there will be try-outs for the choir.   
They need all the help they can get. 
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➢ Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on 24 October in the 

church.    So ends a friendship that began in their school days.  

➢ A bean supper will be held on Tuesday evening in the church hall.  Music will 

follow. 

➢ At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be 'What Is 

Hell?'    Come early and listen to our choir practice. 

➢ Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the addition of several 

new members and to the deterioration of some older ones. 

➢ Please place your donation in the envelope along with the deceased person 

you want remembered. 

➢ The church will host an evening of fine dining, super entertainment and 

gracious hostility. 

➢ Pot-luck supper Sunday at 5pm - prayer and medication to follow. 

➢ The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing of every kind.  
They may be seen in the basement on Friday afternoon.  

➢ This evening at 7pm there will be a hymn singing in the park across from the 

Church.    Bring a blanket and come prepared to sin. 

➢ The pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the Congregation would lend 

him their electric girdles for the pancake breakfast next Sunday. 

➢ The eighth-graders will be presenting Shakespeare's Hamlet in the Church 

basement Friday at 7pm.  The congregation is invited to attend this tragedy. 

➢ Weight Watchers will meet at 7pm at the First Presbyterian Church. 

     Please use large double door at the side entrance.  

➢ The Associate Minister unveiled the church's new campaign slogan last 

Sunday: 'I Upped My Pledge - Up Yours.' 
 

 
 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
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FULL DRY CLEANING, LAUNDRY AND ALTERATION 

SERVICE 

FREE REMOVAL AND REHANGING SERVICE WITH 

ALL CURTAINS CLEANED 

  

TELEPHONE: 01689 828149 

PHILIP MOSETTIG 

HANDYMAN  

NO JOB  TOO SMALL 

FREE QUOTE  

GENERAL HOUSEHOLD 

MAINTENANCE  
PAINTING & DECORATING 

GARDENING  

HONEST AND RELIABLE 

  

TEL 07504519586 

philipmosettig@yahoo.co.uk 
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Live-In Home Care 
 

We are a family owned and run agency specialising in 

live-in care, with over 30 years experience in the care 

sector.  

  

We offer an alternative to residential care, providing our 

clients with one to one live-in care, enabling them to 

remain in the comfort and security of their own home. 
  

We are based in Tunbridge Wells, Kent and provide live-in 

services to clients in the local areas of Kent and Sussex. 

 

 

  

Tel: 01892 518400  

www.bespokecarecompany.co.uk 
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ALL SAINTS’ – “OPEN FOR CHRISTMAS” 

For four days during Christmas Week, an event took place in church where 

we celebrated the Nativity Story – seen through the eyes of today’s world.  

It was agreed that as we could not hold a Christingle Service in church this 

year, any monies raised from the displays would be given to the Children’s 

Society.    I am pleased to say that we raised £200.17.  

 
The Angel 

 
Mary and Joseph 

 
The Stable 

(no room in the inn) 

 
The Shepherds 

 
The Star 

 
Silent Night 

 

 
The Kings / Wise Men 

 
Christingle 

 
Christmas Around the 

World 

 
The Children’s Society 

 
The prayer Stand 

 

I would like to thank 

everyone involved in 

making the event such 

a success for this very 

worthwhile cause. 

 

Gill Sinclair 
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES 

 

Sunday Clubs 

 
 

 

Young Saints 
 

    For all children and young people 

9.30 a.m in the hall 
 

Join us as we have fun learning about Jesus, the Bible 

and Church.  We sing, play games, make things, cook 

and pray together. 

 

 

 

     There is a creche for babies and very young children. 
 

 

Contact: Catherine King or Val Pickering 

  Email: youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 
 

 

Youth Group for Secondary School Children 
Join us as we learn and discuss how the Bible is relevant 

to our everyday lives. 
 

Contact: Mandy Turner 

  Email: rr.turner@ntlworld.com  
 

 All groups come into church in time to join the congregation at the altar to 

receive a communion or blessing and join their parents. 

  

mailto:youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com
mailto:rr.turner@ntlworld.com
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CELEBRATION DAYS FOR JANUARY 

 

6th January - What about the gifts of Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh? 

The story of the coming of the Magi grew in the telling. By 

the 6th century they had acquired names: Caspar, Melchior, 

and Balthasar. By medieval times they were considered to be 

kings. Whoever they were, we do know from Matthew that 

they brought three gifts to Jesus.    

 

What about their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh? While we cannot 

know for sure what was in the minds of first century Magi, one Victorian 

scholar has offered a possible explanation as to the significance of their gifts. 

He was the Rev John Henry Hopkins, an American Episcopalian minister, who 

in 1857 wrote his much-loved Christmas carol, ‘We Three Kings of Orient 

Are’. 

 

Gold, said John Henry Hopkins, was a gift that would have been given to a 

king. Frankincense had traditionally been brought by priests as they 

worshipped God in the Temple. Myrrh was a spice that the ancients used in 

preparing bodies for burial.   

 

If that is true, then you could say that the Wise Men, in choosing their gifts 

for this infant, honoured Jesus with gold because He was King of the Jews, 

with frankincense because He was to be worshipped as divine, and with 

myrrh, because He would also become a sacrifice and die for His people. 

 

The Wise Men were the very first gentiles ever to worship Jesus. What faith 

they had!  They travelled for months over difficult terrain, they never saw 

any evidence of Jesus’ kingship, His divinity or His sacrificial death. They 

worshipped Him through faith in God’s promises about Him. Isaiah foresaw 

this response to Jesus: ‘Nations will come to your light, and kings to the 

brightness of your dawn.’ The Magi’s eyes of faith saw clearly and far into the 

future.   

 

Compare that with the High Priest and religious leaders whom the Wise Men 

saw in Jerusalem when they first arrived. These head priests knew all about 

the prophecies of their own coming Messiah, but NOT ONE Jewish religious 

leader travelled to look for Him in Bethlehem. And it is only six miles down 

the road! 
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27th January - St Angela Merici - Helping children in need 

With international concern about the welfare of children, 

Angela is a good saint to remember. Not only did she herself 

survive a harsh childhood, but she went on to dedicate her 

own life to helping children in need. 

 

Angela was born near Lake Garda, in Desenzano, where she 

was orphaned as a young child. The 1480s were hardly an 

easy time for orphaned girls, but somehow Angela survived 

to grow into her teens, when she became a Franciscan tertiary. However 

miserable her own childhood, Angela chose to let it work for good in her 

life: she decided to devote her own life to the education of poor girls. Girls!  

This was a time when most of the men were illiterate!   

 

But Angela was an audacious woman, and she had only just begun. She and 

some close companions set to work in the name of Christ, seeking out the 

poor families in their community. Angela taught the young girls all that she 

could, and prayed with them, assuring them that even they were precious in 

the eyes of their Creator. 

 

All of which left the Roman Catholic Church badly baffled. What should they 

do with religious sisters who had taken no vows, still wore their lay clothes, 

and who, instead of walling themselves up in some nunnery to lead an 

enclosed life, spent their days in a decidedly mobile, highly visible fashion – 

out and about in community support? 

 

It wasn’t until 1565, some 25 years AFTER Angela’s death, that the Church 

decided it approved of such work. By then the Ursuline nuns, as they were 

by then called, were going from strength to strength. They still flourish today, 

with some 2400 Ursuline Sisters in 27 provinces on six continents. They have 

been well described as ‘the oldest and most considerable teaching order of 

women in the RC Church.’   

 

It took nearly 300 years, but in 1807 the Roman Catholic Church decided 

that Angela, unveiled, unenclosed and unsupervised as she had been, had been 

a saint after all – and ‘made’ her one. 
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES  

  

Throughout the week 

  

 
   All Saints’ Tots 
   A friendly and fun group for babies, toddlers and their parents, 

   grandparents and carers.  

  

We meet every Thursday in term time between 10.00-11.30am. 

  

Come and find us at the back of the Church to have a cuppa and a chat whilst the 

little ones play.  

  

Contact: Cathy Hussey - Tel: 01689 821632  

  

    

   Guiding  
   Meet in the Church Hall 

  

  

Rangers     (14 - 18 years)  Alternate Wednesdays  

Guides     (10 - 15 years)  7.30-9.00pm  

Brownies   (7 - 10 ½ years)  6.00-7.30pm  

  

Contact: Division Commissioner: Debbie Clarke - Tel: 01689 832325 

  

  

 

   Scouting 2nd Orpington Scout Group  
   Meet at 50a Court Road 

  

Explorers (14 - 18 years)  Thursday 

Scouts        (10½ - 14 years)  Wednesday & Friday 

Cubs          (8 - 10½ years)      Monday & Tuesday 

Beavers      (6 - 8 years)  Tuesday & Wednesdayp 

  

Contact: via website   www.2nd.orp.org.uk 

 

  

mailto:-%20cathy-hussey@ntlworld.com
http://www.2nd.orp.org.uk/
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SATURDAY MORNING PRAYER 

 

As Advent has ended, we will resume the regular 

schedule of meeting on the first and third Saturdays 
of the month, but not the other weeks.  

On the first Saturday we will have ‘Contemplative Morning Prayer’. The service 
follows a similar but adapted format to the weekday Morning Prayer services, 

but it includes the Venite (Psalm 95) as an invitatory psalm and there is no Old 
Testament reading. There is 10 to 15 minutes of silence towards the end. 

On the third Saturday of the month we shall engage in Lectio Divina. We use the 
Gospel reading set for the following day. We read the passage a number of times, 

with intervals of silent prayer and reflection, and pick out what the Holy Spirit is 
saying to us on that particular day through a word or phrase that ‘jumps out’ at 

us.  

NB: If you would like to try this, but wouldn’t wish to read aloud or share any 
thoughts with the group, you are still extremely welcome. 

We would love you to join us for Saturday prayer. There is no expectation that 
you will attend every time! 

Vanessa Dixon 
 

 
 

BIBLE READING NOTES (NEW DAYLIGHT) 
 

Since I took over the ordering of these from Mary Hart the situation 
has changed.  The Christian Bookshop, which supplied Mary, has 

closed and the notes are now ordered directly from the BRF and 
posted to me. 

The notes are ordered and issued three times a year and cover January to April, 
May to August and September to December. I have a regular order but this can 

be increased or decreased provided I have sufficient notice to adjust the numbers 
of copies.  New readers are welcome and I would ask that anyone wishing to 
join the list lets me know in September for the following year’s notes. It would 

also be helpful if anyone wishing to discontinue the notes could do likewise.  It is 
possible to join midway through the year provided I know two months before 

the start of the next issue.  

For the sake of convenience I collect payments once a year, usually at church, in 

December, but this year has been a little different and I now know where 
everyone lives!  

Maggie Dawson - 01689 823857  
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                   A PILGRIMAGE FOR 2021 

 

After the challenges and confinements of 2020, why not join 

a happy band of pilgrims in 2021? Enthusiastic 2019 pilgrims 

were booked for a repeat experience in 2020, but sadly the pandemic 

intervened.  I’ve been told that the Community of the Resurrection (CR) 

would be delighted to welcome us over the 2021 August Bank holiday 

weekend, i.e. Friday 27th to Monday 30th August. Of course, at this stage all 

plans are provisional, but I hope we can travel safely by the end of August. 

I have written many times before about Mirfield, but I should just explain that 

the ‘Pilgrimage to the Resurrection’ began after the Community’s Centenary 

Church Appeal, which was necessitated by the failing heating and wiring 

systems in the 100 year old church. A major reordering took place. 

 

 

 

The first picture (taken in December 2011) shows the work on the Church 

of the Resurrection taking place. After the work had mostly been completed, 

CR were keen to share their beautiful church, and the second picture shows 

a festival day with many visitors a couple of years later. 
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It was some time later still before the permanent High Altar was in place. 

The stone was deliberately chosen to symbolise the immensity of the ages 

and is full of fossils.  There are even some sharks’ teeth! 

  

 

At the east end of the church is the 

Chapel of the Resurrection, with 

another fascinating altar. Every side 

has an image relating to the 

resurrection and if you peep 

around the back you find the 

empty tomb!  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

There are other unusual features to 

discover in the church, such as the 

spiral font, known as a cantharus. A 

small jet of air can be switched on to 

produce a ripple effect to symbolise 

the Holy Spirit moving over the face 

of the waters. 

 

A pilgrimage is a journey with a spiritual purpose, to encounter God afresh 

in a new place. The ‘Pilgrimage to the Resurrection’ weekend involves 

worship with the Community, talks, and especially the ‘Stations of Salvation’, 

during which we move around to different areas of the church, meditating on  
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The Incarnation, The Cross, The Resurrection, Reconciliation, The 

Ascension, Pentecost and The Holy Trinity. There’s usually a fullish 

programme for the weekend, but it always includes free time to explore the 

extensive grounds or even venture further afield, perhaps to walk along the 

Calder Valley Green Way. After supper on Saturday evening we relax and, if 

we’ll supply some wine, some Brethren will certainly come and help us drink 

it!  

 

 

First pilgrims in 2012, enjoying a glass 

of wine in the Common Room. 

 

 

 

2017 pilgrims in the Resurrection 

Chapel. 

 

 

The cost of a pilgrimage has generally been around £150 plus travel, but I 

don’t know yet what the prices will be this time. However, it would be very 

helpful if you could let me know if you think you might be interested. It won’t 

be a firm commitment at this stage, and I’d be happy to answer any questions 

you might have. 

Vanessa Dixon 

01689 851767 

vanessa.m.dixon@btinternet.com  

  

mailto:vanessa.m.dixon@btinternet.com
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To the Congregation of All Saint’s Church, Orpington 

As this is the last of my three monthly Thank you letters of the Year, it has been 
my custom to look back and reflect on the operations of the Foodbank in the 12 

months just past. It would be safe to say that even in the first two months of the 
year we were experiencing a creeping rise in those people using our Foodbank, 

but nothing could have prepared us for what was to come. 

We had to institute a whole new way of getting the food parcels to our clients. 

We had to shut our Centre, go away from paper vouchers to e-vouchers. We 
had to change from face to face conversations to phone calls and we had to call 

in volunteers and workers, who had been diverted from their regular jobs, to 
help deliver the food parcels to our client’s door. 

Whatever happened during that time, none of it would have been possible 
without the regular, amazing donations from our loyal supporters. The way you 
kept arriving at the Warehouse with those bags of food and toiletries, was 

nothing short of wonderful, sometimes even apologising because you felt it was 
so little, believe me, it was so much more than you could have ever imagined. 

We were able to keep up with the increase in demand and provide for those in 
need in our borough. Those of you that reverted or included financial donations 

were equally appreciated as it allowed us to target purchases where there was 
most need. 

Thank you seems to be such a small thing to say, but it comes with the heartfelt 
appreciation of all the volunteers and staff of Bromley Borough Foodbank. 

Now to the business side of this letter, in the months of Sept, Oct and Nov 2020 
we fed 826 adults and 595 children; bringing a total of 1421 people fed.   In the 

same period you donated 152.5kg of stock. 

We have, obviously, no idea where next year will take us, but we do know that 

we have a band of steadfast friends that stand with us in our desire to help those 
in crisis in our Borough and together we go forward in the Hope of God. 

Please pray for us at Foodbank as we seek to learn lessons, adapt to new 
circumstances and plan for our role within Bromley in the year to come.      

God Bless 

Sue (Volunteer) Bromley Borough Foodbank. 
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DAWSON’ DOODLE STONES 

  

 

  

The above artwork all began when I used to doodle in the margin of lecture 

notes while attending  seminars as an accountant and they began to get more 

complicated and interesting [I thought] - and so I created a doodle stone. I 

did about nine for family and friends, and my birthday present for Maggie in 

May 1992 is as above to give you some idea. How I did these things, looking 

back, does make me wonder how I managed to do them.  My more recent 

ones are much bigger and easier to do as I use the modern fine Pilot pens 

and much bigger stones. Ideal to do when at a loose end on holiday with 

family, and things to do in lockdown and really cheap! A stone, a permanent 

pen, a Ronseal varnish laden brush is all. 

Geoffrey Dawson  
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We aim to meet in person again as soon as it is safe to do so. We continued 

to meet throughout 2020, mostly via Zoom. Around half of our contacts 

were happy to meet in this way. I was dubious initially, when I was asked to 

consider holding Zoom meetings, but overcame my technophobia (to some 

extent, at least). It has been a learning curve, but generally runs quite 

smoothly now. Because of the constraints of the medium, the period of silent 

prayer is 20 minutes rather than 30. I have also introduced a screen shared 

image for people to focus on if they wish to, during the silence. I’m very 

pleased to report that we also managed to hold a couple of socially distanced 

garden meetings towards the end of the summer, which were enlivened by 

acorn bombardment from overhead squirrel activity!  

The logo above incorporates a passion flower. The JM website 

https://www.thejulianmeetings.net/ explains why: 

“We chose this plant to decorate our 

publications because of its silent witness to 

the heart of the Christian faith.  The passion 

flower is a native of southern Brazil and first 

flowered in England in 1868. The name 

Passion Flower was given by the first 

Spanish friars and missionaries to tropical 

America, who were impressed by the 

symbolism they saw in the flower.” 

  

https://www.thejulianmeetings.net/
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For me, this poem “Prayer Meeting” by Richard Skinner, from his poetry 

collection ‘Colliding with God’, captures the essence of a Julian Meeting: 

The prayer meeting that day 
was a quiet affair. No-one 

reminded God of His roles 
as Creator/Lord/Saviour; 

or advised Him of forthcoming events 
for which fine weather/money/ 

good attendance/more volunteers 
would be highly desirable; 

or summarized various sins, 
individual and collective,  

in terms sufficiently unspecific 
to avoid embarrassment; 

or explained to Him that people suffering 
from sickness/diseases/broken limbs/ 

unhappiness (with named examples) 
were all in need of healing 

or gave Him a rundown  
of headline news regarding 

wars/famines/earthquakes/ 
abductions/elections/plane crashes; 

Instead, we entered a silence 
beyond all words, 

a silence that deepened 
and thickened like honey in winter 

 

I’m sure the poet is not suggesting that petitionary prayer for the sort of 

issues he mentioned is not appropriate during our times of intercession, but 

that there are occasions, such as a Julian Meeting, when we should aim 

simply to wait on God in silence. I love that thickened ‘honey in winter’! 

I have paid our subscription for 2021 and renewed our registration as the 

Orpington Julian Meeting. We receive two copies of the quarterly magazine, 

so please let me know if you’d like one.  

We’ve taken a break over Christmas, but will restart the Zoom meetings in 

January.  

This is the image I used to represent light 

shining in the darkness for the last 

meeting we held during Advent. 

If you’d like to know more, the website I 

mentioned above is an excellent source of 

information, or please do ask me. I’m 

always delighted (to toy with a paradox) 

to chat about silence! 

Vanessa Dixon 

01689 851767 

vanessa.m.dixon@btinternet.com 

  

mailto:vanessa.m.dixon@btinternet.com
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 Chislehurst Road Garage 

  

* All makes serviced and repaired. 
* MOT and Repair 

* Air-Con Service and Repair 
* Diagnostic and Repair 

* Exhaust and Tyres Fitted 

  

42, Chislehurst Road, Orpington BR6 0DJ 

  

01689 830201 
  

chislehurstroadgarage@gmail.com 
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COFFEE BREAK WORDSEARCH 

 

The Christmas story carries on into the New Year, with Epiphany and the arrival 

of the Wise Men, led by the Star in the East. Through the eyes of faith, they saw 

Messiah in that small baby, and worshipped him, giving gifts that foresaw his life 

and work. New Year is also a time of new beginnings for us – resolutions about 

diets and paying the bills and doing better at work.........Happy New Year! 

 

 
 

Find the following words in the grid: 

 

Epiphany Wise Men Camels 

Baby Jesus Star Herod 

Worship Gold Frankincense Myrrh 

New Resolutions Bills Work 

Study Running Gym  
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CHILDREN’S CORNER 

 

 
 

 

 
Across Down 

2.  Asked Jesus to show him the Father  

     (Read John 14:8-9) 

1. Another name for Peter 

3.  Jesus told him to take care of His mother, 

     Mary 

4. Philip told him he had found Jesus. 

    Jesus said He saw him under a tree 

7.  Replaced Judas Iscariot 5.  ………. Iscariot 

10. Doubting ……… 6.  Tax collector 

11. He denied Jesus after the rooster crowed 8.  Peter’s brother 

 9.  Son of Zebedee, brother of John 
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THE LIGHTER SIDE 

 

 
 
The cat 

A vicar and his wife were going out for the evening, and carefully set the security 
lights and put the cat out. But when they opened the door to go to the taxi, the 

cat slipped back in and disappeared upstairs. Irritated, the vicar followed it. 

The wife waited with the taxi driver. Not wanting him to know that they were 

leaving the parsonage empty, she said: “My husband is just upstairs for a quick 
word with my mother.” 

A few minutes later, the husband arrived, breathless. “Sorry I took so long” he 
said, “but she put up a fight! Stupid old thing was hiding under the bed and I had 

to poke her with a coat hanger and grab her by the scruff of the neck to get her 
out.” 

 
Fire? 
The team at the local fire station had assembled to hear their training officer 

discuss the behaviours of various kinds of fire. He began: “You pull up to a house 
and notice puffs of smoke coming from the eaves. But the windows are blackened 

out and there is little or no visible flame. What does this tell you?” he asked. 

Hoping the men recognised signs of a possible ‘back draft’, a condition very 

dangerous to fire fighters, he heard instead: “It tells me I’ve got the right house.” 
 

Sign in an old church porch to reassure any visitors: 
In this church many are cold, but few are frozen. 

 
Order 

Happy to visit his local pub before it closed again, a man found himself near two 
nuns. Eager to talk to anyone after weeks in Tier 3, he ventured: “What is your 

order?” (Meaning their religious community.) 

The nuns happily replied: “Sausage and chips.” 

 
Driven 
You never really learn to swear until you learn to drive. 

You never learn to pray until your kids learn to drive. 
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GROUPS AND SOCIETIES 

 
Choir Practice  Practice takes place on Fridays at 7.30pm (except August) 

 

Bible Reading   BRF Notes are available on request. 

Fellowship  Contact: Maggie Dawson - 01689 823857 

 

Bible Study Group This group is open to all and meet on the 2nd Tuesday of 

each month at 10.30 am at 27 Glendower Crescent. 

  Contact: tbc 

 

Children’s Society Contact: Anne Spencer - 01689 601753 

 

Churchyard Group This group meets on Thursdays at 10.00 am until 12.30pm  

  (weather permitting). 

  Contact: John Pentlow - 01689 815772 

 

Church Mission Society Contact: Richard Newson - 01689 821445 

 

Corporate Communion (Focus and Mothers’ Union): This takes place on the  

  3rd Wednesday of each month at 10:00 am in the Church 

 

Focus  This group is open to all women and meet on the 2nd 

Thursday of each month at 2.00 pm in the Old Church 

  Contact:  Anne Spencer - 01689 601753 

  

Julian Group  This group is open to all and meet on the 3rd Tuesday of 

each month at 2:00pm  

  Contact: Vanessa Dixon - 01689 851767 

 

Mothers’ Union  PLEASE NOTE there will be no further branch meetings until 

  further notice 

  Contact: Ann Crowe - 01689 826216 

   

Out of Focus  This social group is open to all men and meet approximately  

every two months to chat and arrange outings 

  Contact: David House - 01689 828037 

  

St Michael’s Guild The guild decorate the Church throughout the year including 

weddings and funerals. They can arrange pedestals for 

members of the congregation to celebrate an anniversary, 

birthday or in memory of a loved one. 

  Contact:  Margaret Lovett - 01689 831667 
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