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Quality Home Help Service 

Cleaning - Laundry - Ironing- Shopping 

Running Errands - Companionship 

 

Call Lena on : 0203 609 2417 

www.marigoldseniorsupport.com 

http://www.marigoldseniorsupport.com/
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ORPINGTON PARISH CHURCH 
Top of Church Hill (off High Street). Other entrances and car parks in Bark Hart Rd 

Follow us on Facebook at All Saints’ Orpington. 

Vicar:  The Rev’d George M Rogers 

   1a Keswick Road, Orpington, BR6 0EU 

   Tel: 01689 824624 

Website:  www.allsaintsorpington.org.uk 

Daily Hope:  0800 804 8044 – A freephone service provided by the C of E 

Lay Ministers:  Pam Mercer  Tel: 01689 821171 

   Abi Hiscock    Tel: 01689 898329 

Pastoral Assistant:           Sheila Anderson  Tel: 07957 218706 

Churchwardens:  Peter Clarke  Tel: 01689 832325 

   Duncan Hellicar  Tel: 01689 871026  

Assistant Wardens: Malcolm Dixon     Tel: 01689 851767 

                                     Gill Sinclair       Tel: 01689 875702 

                                     Denis Reidy    Tel: 01689 607202 

Children and   Mandy Turner    Email: rr.turner@ntlworld.com 

Young People:  Catherine King/Val Pickering Email: youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com  

   Cathy Hussey  Tel:  01689 821632 

Director of Music:      Phoebe Tak Man Chow   Email:  takmanchow@gmail.com 

Parish Administrator  Karen Kelly   Tel: 01689 832031 

Church Office  Monday-Friday: 9.30 to 12.30  Closed on Wednesdays 
   Bark Hart Road, Orpington. BR6 0QD  

   Tel: 01689 832031  Email: allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 

Parochial Church Council 

 Secretary: Gill Sinclair  Tel: 01689 875702 

 Treasurer: Tim Birse   Tel: 01689 836392 

Safeguarding Officer Gill Sinclair   Tel: 01689 875702.  

Planned Giving Recorder: David Laker  Tel: 01689 834820  

Book of Remembrance: Jenni Sargent  Tel: 01689 826547 

Sacristan:  Malcolm & Vanessa Dixon:   Tel: 01689 851767  

Magazine Editor:              Gill Sinclair  Email: gillsinclair@outlook.com 

Caretaker:                         David House  Tel: 07956 101189 

Special Facilities:              Loop system for the deaf - set to position ‘T’ on hearing aids. 

                Ramp into church. Wheelchair access. Toilet for the disabled. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   SUNDAY SERVICES  8.00am Holy Communion  BCP 

    9.30am Parish Eucharist  CW 

   On certain Festivals  6.30pm Choral Evensong  BCP 

   Wednesday    10.00am Eucharist  CW 

   Monday to Friday   9.00am Morning Prayer  CW 

Major Saints’ Days as announced in the diary 

http://www.allsaintsorpington.org.uk/
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NOTICEBOARD 

 ALL SAINTS’ PRAYING FOR ALL STREETS 

This month we are praying for the following streets in the 

Parish: 

      Chelsfield Lane   Homefield Rise   Petten Close 

            Stockbury House    Waltham Close 
 

May the love of Jesus abide in your homes and with your families 

 

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU 

We are praying for all those whose birthdays are this month, 

especially:  

 Gill Sinclair         Grace Watson     

 Peggy Whiting    Duncan Hellicar 

May the light of Jesus shine through them on your Birthday 

 

 

DAILY HOPE: This is a service being provided by the 

Church of England.  When you call 0800 804 8044 you will 

be given six options to choose from, including a weekly 

service, popular hymns and traditional morning and evening 

prayer.  

 

 

 

FOLLOW OUR SERVICES:  The following link takes 

you directly to the video page of All Saints' Facebook and 

from there you can choose which video to watch. You do 

not need to have a Facebook account – 
https://www.facebook.com/AllSaintsOrpington/videos/?ref=page_internal 
 

 

 

HOME COMMUNION: - If you have been unable to 

attend church services and would like to receive Holy 

Communion, the Vicar and Lay Ministers will be able to 

bring the sacrament to you.  Please telephone the Church 

Office (01689 832031) to request a visit. 

 
 

 

SAINTS ALIVE! MAGAZINE 

Please send your articles for the next month’s magazine to 

Gill by Sunday 20 February 2022 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/AllSaintsOrpington/videos/?ref=page_internal
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THE GIFT THAT KEEPS ON GIVING 

The Presentation of Christ in the Temple is a major feast which occurs in the 

Epiphany season, but it is connected to Christmas and actually brings the 

observance of Christ’s Nativity to a close. This feast also has another old 

title, the Purification of Saint Mary the Virgin. Let us look at each title’s 

meaning.  

First and most obviously, there’s the Presentation of Christ in the temple. 

According to the Law of Moses, every first-born son had to be dedicated to 

God in memory of the Israelites’ deliverance from Egypt at the Exodus, when 

the first-born sons of the Egyptians died and those of Israel were spared or 

“passed over” by the angel of death. This Presentation of the son occurred 

forty days after the child’s birth; thus the actual day, 2 February, falls forty 

days after 25 December. The Presentation required an offering to be made 

for the first-born son, an ongoing sign of the miracle of God’s preservation 

of Israel since the Exodus up to the present moment. It is worth noting that 

in the story of the Presentation by the Holy Family, Mary and Joseph took 

the option offered by the Law for a poor family. The Law prescribed either 

a lamb, which was the rich family’s offering, or, for the poor, a pair of 

turtledoves or two young pigeons, as the offering to be made for the child.  

Secondly, the ritual of Presentation included the rite of Purification for the 

mother who had undergone the blood shedding involved in childbirth. As a 

daughter of the covenant she was delivered from the dangers of pregnancy 

and restored to a more normal or at least less delicate state. Present at the 

scene with the Holy Family were two old saints, Simeon and Anna, who 

prophesied concerning Jesus. Simeon said he could now die in peace, because 

he had laid eyes at last on Israel’s Messiah. He also said Jesus’ career would 

mean the fall and rising again of many in Israel, and would pierce the heart of 

his own mother Mary. Anna gave thanks to the Lord and spoke of Jesus to 

all who looked for Israel’s redemption.  

So it was that when Mary placed her infant Son into Simeon’s arms, the 

dispensation of the Old Testament encountered the new dispensation of the 

Gospel. Seen from the perspective of our faith in Jesus Christ, we can see 

Christ, God’s gift to our Lady, being presented and offered back to the Father 

by his Church, personified by Mary and Joseph.   
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If you think about it, we have here the image of the way Christians pray and 

worship and witness and work at all times. Looking far ahead from Christ’s 

infancy through Lent to Holy Week, we come to Good Friday where Jesus 

completes his self-offering. He takes us from his Presentation in the Temple 

to the Altar of the Cross.  

When Mary and Joseph presented Jesus in the Temple, God revealed how it 

is that we have access to him. This access was brought to perfection on Good 

Friday, when it was no wonder that the veil covering the Holy of Holies of 

the Temple was torn in two from top to bottom. When Mary underwent the 

old purification rite as Christ’s mother, she was prefiguring the purification 

all Christians receive as we learn more and more to live and grow in Christ, 

bearing him to the world.  

The Rev’d George M Rogers 

 

 

 

 
PARISH REGISTERS 

JANUARY 2022 

 

BAPTISMS:  

 

              We extend a warm welcome into the Church Family 

 

 

 

  BURIAL/CREMATIONS: 

 

               We extend our love and sympathy to their family and friends 

 

  

9 January Iyorache Jessica Ume 
  

Burial   6 January Irene May Kingham (92) 

Burial 12 January Margaret Sumner (98) 

Burial of Ashes 21 January Patricia Cutter (82) 
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ANNIVERSARY OF THE QUEEN’S ACCESSION 

 

PLATINUM JUBILEE - MARKING A 70-YEAR REIGN 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Although the Jubilee celebrations are in June, the actual anniversary of 

the Queen’s Accession is on Sunday 6th February.  When compiling 

the Book of Common Prayer in the sixteenth century, Thomas 

Cranmer inserted some special prayers into Evensong to mark the 

anniversary of the Monarch’s accession.  These prayers are hardly ever 

used in parish churches because Evensong is no longer a popular 

service, and the anniversary doesn’t often fall on a Sunday. 

 

We are having a celebratory Choral Evensong at All Saints’ at 3.30 pm 

on Sunday 6th February to mark the “true” Jubilee.   

 

Please come along and hear a service that may well be a once in a 

lifetime event.   

 

There will be refreshments after the service. 
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God So Loved the World 

‘For God so loved the world that He gave His one and 

only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish 

but have eternal life.’ (John 3:16) 

 

 

 

This month, as we mark St Valentines’ Day, we focus on the importance of 

love. In understanding the way God loves us, this verse shows us how we 

should love others. God’s love is unconditional: God demonstrated His 

unconditional love for us by sending His Son into this world, to show us how 

we should love others, especially when it is undeserved! ‘There is nothing we 

can do to make God love us more. There is nothing we can do to make God love 

us less.’ (Philip Yancey). 

 

God’s love is sacrificial: God’s love is not selfish or self-seeking, but selfless and 

self-sacrificial, putting the needs of others first. This is demonstrated by the 

cross, which is the supreme demonstration of God’s love. He died for our 

sins to give us access to God’s love, which is made real in our lives by the 

Holy Spirit. 

 

God’s love is forgiving: According to the film Love Story, ‘Love means never 

having to say you’re sorry.’ Yet Jesus’ love for us enables us to forgive others, 

as we find His forgiveness through the gift of eternal life, available to all who 

put their trust in Him.  

 

In this World Cup Year, we remember Bobby Moore describing the terror 

of receiving the World Cup from the Queen in 1966: “I noticed that the Queen 

was wearing some beautiful white gloves. I looked down at my hands and they were 

completely covered with mud!”  

 

Although we approach God with dirty and spoilt lives, because of His love, 

we can shake hands with a holy God and share that love with others.  

 

Canon Paul Hardingham 
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YOUNG SAINTS 

 

Young Saints has been busy with Advent and Christmas 

activities. Every Sunday in Advent, the children read a prayer 

and lit candles on the wreath in church as well as enjoying time 

together in the Hall.  They made stained glass lanterns depicting 

characters from the Christmas story, created their own 

Nativity scenes and used puppets to recount the story 

themselves. 

On Christmas Eve, we took part in the Christingle Service forming a 

traditional tableau which was then repeated for Epiphany. Despite the 

inevitable impact of Covid, I am pleased to report that a total of 23 children 

have joined in with one or more of our Christmas activities and we were 

delighted that an additional 4 children from Tots were able to participate in 

the Christingle tableau. 

On Sunday 16 January, we based our lesson on the miracle of Jesus turning 

water into wine at the wedding. We had a fun relay involving spooning water 

into jugs and even performed a little illustration to change water into ‘wine’!  

Sadly, we took the decision to postpone our annual party planned for 

Epiphany but we will definitely have an event possibly around Easter. 

 

Catherine King  

 

 
  



11 
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THE MOST REVEREND DESMOND TUTU  

 

 

 
 

The recent death of Archbishop Desmond Tutu was mourned around the world. 

Here are five of his more famous quotes, which show why he was so especially 

honoured for his justice and reconciliation work in South Africa. 

 

 

• “Do your little bit of good where you are; it's those little bits of good 

put together that overwhelm the world.”  

 

• “If you are neutral in situations of injustice, you have chosen the side 

of the oppressor. If an elephant has its foot on the tail of a mouse, 

and you say that you are neutral, the mouse will not appreciate your 

neutrality.”  

 

• “Don't raise your voice, improve your argument. Good sense does 

not always lie with the loudest shouters, nor can we say that a large, 

unruly crowd is always the best arbiter of what is right.”  

 

• “Forgiving is not forgetting; it’s actually remembering - remembering 

and not using your right to hit back. It’s a second chance for a new 

beginning. And the remembering part is particularly important. 

Especially if you don’t want to repeat what happened.” 

 

• “Differences are not intended to separate, to alienate. We are 

different precisely in order to realise our need of one another.”  
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THE STORY BEHIND THE HYMN 

“Rock of Ages” 

Augustus M. Toplady, 1740-1778 

Composer—Thomas Hastings, 1784-1872 

This hymn has traditionally been ranked as one of the most 

popular hymns ever written. It is certainly one of the best 
known in the English language. It has been described as a “hymn 

that meets the spiritual needs of all sorts and conditions of men 
from the derelict snatched from the gutter by the Salvation 

Army to Prime Minister Gladstone, at whose funeral it echoed 
through the dim spaces of Westminster Abbey.” 

Whereas most hymns have been written out of some deep personal need or 
experience, this hymn evidently was born out of a spirit of heated controversy. 

Augustus Toplady was converted to Christ as a young boy of sixteen years of 
age while visiting in Ireland. Of his conversion, Toplady has written: 

“Strange that I, who had so long sat under the means of grace in England, 

should be brought right with God in an obscure part of Ireland, midst a 
handful of people met together in a barn, and by the ministry of one who 

could hardly spell his own name. Surely it was the Lord’s doing and is 
marvellous.” 

Augustus Montague Toplady was born at Farnham, England, on November 4, 
1740, the son of a Major Richard Toplady. who died in the service while his son 

was in infancy. Later young Toplady graduated from Trinity College in Dublin, 
Ireland, and was ordained in 1762 to the ministry of the Anglican Church. His 

various pastorates included the French Calvinist Chapel at Leicester Fields, 
London, where he was known as a powerful and zealous evangelical preacher. 

Because of his frail constitution, he died of overwork at the early age of thirty-
eight. 

The tune for Toplady’s text was composed in 1830 by a well-
known American church musician, Thomas Hastings. Hastings 

was the first musician of sacred music to dedicate his life to 
the task of elevating and improving the music of the churches 
in this country. Despite the fact that he was an Albino and 

afflicted with an eye problem, Hastings wrote no less than 50 
volumes of church music, including 1,000 hymn tunes and 

more than 600 original hymn texts. 

God in his providence has chosen to preserve this hymn for the past 200 years 

so that congregations of believers can sing this hymn with spiritual profit and 
blessing.  
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Live-In Home Care 
 

We are a family owned and run agency specialising in 

live-in care, with over 30 years experience in the care 

sector.  

  

We offer an alternative to residential care, providing our 

clients with one to one live-in care, enabling them to 

remain in the comfort and security of their own home. 
  

We are based in Tunbridge Wells, Kent and provide live-in 

services to clients in the local areas of Kent and Sussex. 

 

 

  

 

Tel: 01892 518400  

www.bespokecarecompany.co.uk 
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PHILIP MOSETTIG 

HANDYMAN  

NO JOB  TOO SMALL 

FREE QUOTE  

GENERAL HOUSEHOLD 

MAINTENANCE  

PAINTING & DECORATING 

GARDENING  

HONEST AND RELIABLE 

  

TEL 07504519586 

philipmosettig@yahoo.co.uk 

P A C E Y’s 
The Garden Shop 

Garden Machinery and Tools 

Sales and Servicing. 

71 Chislehurst Rd, Orpington,  
BR6 0DQ 

FREE collection and delivery 

01689 834208 
Email: info@paceymowers.co.uk 

mailto:info@paceymowers.co.uk
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18th Feb: Fra Angelico, patron of artists 

If you enjoy drawing or painting, Fra Angelico is the 

patron saint for you. This devout Dominican priest of the 

Early Renaissance (1387-1455) used his superlative talent 

to the glory of God to such an extent that even six 

centuries later we are inspired and blessed by his art. 

For while you may not be familiar with his name, you’ll 

know his work: Fra Angelico’s The Annunciation or Adoration of the Magi has 

adorned many classical Christmas cards. He is reckoned to be one of the 

greatest Italian painters of the 15th century. 

Fra Angelico was born at Vicchio near Florence, and as a young friar worked 

at illuminating manuscripts such as the Dominican Diurnal. Ordained priest at 

Fiesole in 1418, he continued painting, spending the 1430s decorating the 

interior of the friary of San Marco, Florence with his masterpieces. Work at 

the Vatican followed, especially his paintings of Stephen and Laurence in the 

chapel of the artistic pope Nicholas V.   

Fra Angelico’s work is sublime, revealing a marvellous command of colour, 

light and perspective. It radiates spiritual serenity, and a dedication to God 

that is matched by few others. He has been described by experts as having 

“a rare and perfect talent”, and that "it is impossible to bestow too much 

praise on this holy father, who was so humble and modest in all that he did 

and said, and whose pictures were painted with such facility and piety.” 

From 1449 to 1452 Fra Angelico was prior of Fiesole. Then he moved to 

Rome, where three years later he died. He was beatified in 1960 and declared 

patron of artists in 1984. Pope John Paul II described his paintings as 

‘miracles’. 
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES 

 

Sunday Clubs 

 
 

 

Young Saints 
 

    For all children and young people 

9.30 a.m in the hall 
 

Join us as we have fun learning about Jesus, the Bible 

and Church.  We sing, play games, make things, cook 

and pray together. 

 

 

 

     There is a creche for babies and very young children. 
 

 

Contact: Catherine King or Val Pickering 

  Email: youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 
 

 

Youth Group for Secondary School Children 
Join us as we learn and discuss how the Bible is relevant 

to our everyday lives. 
 

Contact: Mandy Turner 

  Email: rr.turner@ntlworld.com  
 

 All groups come into church in time to join the congregation at the altar to 

receive a communion or blessing and join their parents. 

  

mailto:youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com
mailto:rr.turner@ntlworld.com
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ALL SAINTS’ PARISH CHURCH  

MONTHLY CALENDAR – FEBRUARY 2022 

(PLEASE NOTE:  Events can be added or cancelled at short notice  

so please remember to check the weekly pew sheet) 

 

Every Week:  Monday to Friday, 9.00 am - Morning Prayer 

   Monday to Friday, 5.00 pm – Evening Prayer 

   Friday, 7.30 pm – Choir Practice 
 

 
Tues 1 8.00 pm Festival Choir Rehearsal 

 

Wed 2 10.00 am  Midweek Eucharist, followed by Morning Coffee 

 

Thurs 3 10.00 am Tots 

  10.00 am Gardening Group 

  5.30 pm Vocal Teaching (Choir Vestry) – until 8.30 pm 

 

Fri 4 9.30 am Contemplative Prayer (Church) 

 

Sun 6 Fourth Sunday before Lent 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Eucharist 

  3.30 pm Choral Evensong 

    

Tues 8 8.00 pm Festival Choir Rehearsal 

    

Wed 9 10.00 am  Midweek Eucharist followed by Morning Coffee 

 

Thurs 10 10.00 am Tots 

  10.00 am Gardening Group 

  11.30 am U3A Choir Rehearsal 

  2.00 pm Focus Group (Church) 

  5.30 pm Vocal Teaching (Choir Vestry) – until 8.30 pm 

   

Sun 13 Third Sunday before Lent 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Eucharist 

  3.00 pm Baptism 
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Tues 15 8.00 pm Festival Choir Rehearsal 

 

Wed 16 10.00 am Midweek Eucharist followed by Morning Coffee 

    

Thurs 17 No Tots during half term 

  10.00 am Gardening Group 

 

Fri 18 9.30 am Lectio Divina (Church) 

    

Sun 20 Second Sunday before Lent 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Eucharist 

  3.00 pm Baptism 

 

Wed 23 10.00 am  Midweek Eucharist followed by Morning Coffee 

    

Thurs 24 10.00 am Tots    

  10.00 am Gardening Group 

  11.30 am U3A Choir Rehearsal 

  5.30 pm Vocal Teaching (Choir Vestry) – until 8.30 pm 

 

Fri 25 2.00 pm Bereavement Group (Church Hall) 

 

Sun 27 Sunday next before Lent 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Eucharist 

    

 

Forthcoming Events 

Wednesday 2 March 10.00 am Eucharist including the imposition 

                of ashes 

Wednesday 2 March 8.00 pm Liturgy for Ash Wednesday 

Friday 4 March 5.00 pm Stations of the Cross  

     (and all Fridays in Lent) 

Saturday 19 March       12 noon Lunchtime Recital 

Saturday 19 March 7.30 pm Orpington Symphony Orchestra 

     Concert 

Saturday 26 March 7.30 pm Orpington Chorale Concert 

Sunday 27 March 9.30 am Mothering Sunday Parade Service 
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES  

  

Throughout the week 

  

 
   All Saints’ Tots 
   A friendly and fun group for babies, toddlers and their parents, 

   grandparents and carers.  

  

We meet every Thursday in term time between 10.00-11.30am. 

  

Come and find us at the back of the Church to have a cuppa and a chat whilst the 

little ones play.  

  

Contact: Cathy Hussey - Tel: 01689 821632  

 

 

   Guiding  
   Meet in the Church Hall 

 

 

Rangers     (14 - 18 years)  Alternate Wednesdays  

Guides     (10 - 15 years)  7.30-9.00pm  

Brownies   (7 - 10 ½ years)  6.00-7.30pm  

 

Contact: Division Commissioner:  Jenny Wilkins -  01689 830844 

 

 

   Scouting 2nd Orpington Scout Group  
   Meet at 50a Court Road 

  

Explorers (14 - 18 years)  Thursday 

Scouts        (10½ - 14 years)  Wednesday & Friday 

Cubs          (8 - 10½ years)      Monday & Tuesday 

Beavers      (6 - 8 years)  Tuesday & Wednesdayp 

  

Contact: via website  www.2nd.orp.org.uk 

  

mailto:-%20cathy-hussey@ntlworld.com
http://www.2nd.orp.org.uk/
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CANDLEMAS 

There are three reasons for this festival, which is held 

each year on the second of February. 

Firstly, it’s the halfway point between the shortest day 

and the Spring Equinox, so from that date on the daylight 

hours get longer. 

In pre-Christian times, this day was known as the 'Feast of Lights' and 

celebrated the increase strength of the life-giving sun as Winter gave way to 

Spring. 

Secondly, it’s when we remember Mary and Joseph taking their baby Jesus, 

to the Temple forty days after His birth. 

And the third reason? It’s directly linked to the name of the feast – 

Candlemas. It was so named because on that day each year all the candles for 

the coming year were brought into the church to be blessed at a ‘mass’. 

Remember that candles were important in those days, not only because there 

were no electric lights; people thought they gave protection against plague 

and illness and famine.  

In many churches on this feast there will be a procession of the whole 

congregation with lighted candles – often inside the whole building, going into 

every ‘dark’ corner.  Everyone carries their own lighted candle.  

One of the prayers that may be used is: 

Blessed are you, Lord our God, King of the universe. 

You make our darkness to be light. 

For with You is the well of life 

and in Your light shall we see light. 

Christ is often called the ‘Light of the World’ who came to bring light, hope, 

and peace into our darkness. Have a think about those places that are dark 

for you and perhaps you do not like going there or will not go there.  Perhaps 

they are too painful or scary. 

Just pause for a short time with a lit candle and imagine Jesus going there for 

you or with you.  Lighting your way. Making it safe. He came to give us life – 

and life to the full – even in those dark places. 

The Rev’d Dr Jo White 
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STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 

‘THE RESULTS SHOW’ 

 

We are afraid that this article is not going to be as exciting or as nail-biting 

as the results of “Strictly” or “Masterchef”, but here they are. 

******************** 

We contacted 164 households – members of the stewardship scheme, 

members of the church electoral roll, magazine subscribers, together with 

others who picked up the literature from Church. 

74 of the 164 responded – a 45% response rate.  Of these 37 responded 

positively: 

• 24 increased their giving 

• 9 joined the stewardship scheme 

• 4 made one-off donations 

Allowing for deaths, the number of members of the stewardship scheme 

has increased from 68 to 75.  The monthly amount pledged has increased 

by £615, amounting to annual income of £7,400 a year, before allowing for 

Gift Aid. 
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Not all this increase will appear as a change between our 2021 and 2022 

accounts: 

• Some increases started as early as October and are thus partly in 

2021’s results. 

• Some of the new Stewardship members have been giving in other 

ways – in yellow envelopes or by cash in the collection, which one 

might expect to reduce. 

• Our total “giving” figure is distorted by one-off gifts (often to fund a 

particular purchase), the effects of Covid (in particular reduced 

attendances and individuals only giving when then attend church). 

We believe that the stewardship campaign will generate an increase in 

regular giving of 10% to 12%, and that, including Gift Aid, our income from 

all sources of giving in 2022 might be £6,700 above 2021. 

Many thanks to everyone who has contributed to this result.  The 

PCC of All Saints’ is most grateful. 

If you haven’t already done so it is not too late to play your part in 

strengthening All Saints’ Finances. 

Please contact David Laker (david.laker@outlook.com, 01689 834820) our 

planned giving recorder, who will be happy to help you. 

 

THANK YOU 

The Finance and Stewardship Committee 

 

  

mailto:david.laker@outlook.com
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ST BRIGID MEETS THE GROUNDHOG 

by Bill Barlow 

1 February is the feast day of St Brigid, a 6th century abbess who was born a 

pagan goddess and was elevated to Christian sainthood. Brigid was a fire and 

fertility goddess whose temple featured vestal virgins tending an eternal fire. 

On her feast day, her statue was washed in the sea (purification) and then 

carried in a cart through the fields surrounded by candles. To celebrate St 

Brigid’s day, people put out a loaf of bread on the windowsill for the Saint 

and an ear of corn for her white cow, offerings for the grain goddess like the 

loaf buried in the first furrow. A small quantity of special seeds are mixed 

with those to be sown.  Wheat stalks are woven into X-shaped crosses to 

serve as charms to protect home from fire and lightning. In the Highlands, 

women dress the corn doll or last sheaf (from Lammas or the autumn 

equinox) in a bridal gown and put her in a basket, which is called the Bride’s 

bed. A wand, candle or other phallic object is laid across her and the Bride is 

invited to come, for her bed is ready. 

Legends about the goddess Brigid began to be associated with the Abbess 

Brigid who founded the first convent in Ireland at Kildare. The Church saw 

this as an opportunity to superimpose a Christian holiday on this pagan 

festival. Jewish women completed a purification ceremony 40 days after the 

birth of a male child (80 days after the birth of a female child). In the 6th 

century, 2 February (which falls 39 days after Christmas) was declared the 

feast of the Purification of St Mary the Virgin. The theme of purification 

remained a link between the two holy days. 

Jesus is recognised as the Christ from the time of his birth. St Luke 

demonstrates this (2:21) in his Gospel when Jesus is presented in the temple 

(at the time of Mary’s purification) and the holy man Simeon recognises him, 

calling him “a light for revelation”.  Simeon’s exclamation indicates the custom 

of bringing candles to church to be blessed by the priest on 2 February.  They 

are then taken home where they serve as protections from evil. This custom 

is the origin of the name Candle-mass. Candlemas has always been associated 

with fire. In ancient Armenia, 2 February was the date of the pagan spring 

festival of Mihr, the God of fire. Bonfires were built in his honour and a 

lantern was lit which burned in the temple throughout the year. When 

Armenia became Christian, the fires were built in church courtyards.  
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Since Lent can sometimes begin in early February, some Candlemas customs 

became associated with Shrove Tuesday (Mardi Gras) and the beginning of 

Lent—a time of purification.  

Candlemas is one of the four “cross-quarters” of the year, occurring halfway 

between the first day of winter and the first day of spring. It was believed that 

if Candlemas was sunny, the remaining six weeks of winter would be stormy 

and cold. However, if it rained or snowed on Candlemas, the rest of the 

winter would be mild. If an animal “sees its shadow”, it must be sunny, so 

more wintry weather is predicted:  If Candlemas be fair and bright, Winter has 

another flight. If Candlemas brings clouds and rain, Winter will not come again. 

Traditionally, the groundhog is supposed to awaken on 2 February 2nd—

Groundhog Day in Canada and America—and emerge from his burrow. If he 

sees his shadow, he will return to the burrow for six more weeks of winter. 

If he doesn’t see his shadow, he remains outside and starts his year, because 

he knows that spring has arrived early.        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The current needs are as follows: 

 

Long Life Milk   /   Long Life Fruit Juice   /   Sugar-Free Sweets, 

Washing Detergent Capsules   /   Baby Wipes   /   Shower Gel 

Shampoo and Conditioner. 

 

Thank you for your continued support. 
 

Vanessa Dixon 
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REMEMBERING CHRISTMAS PAST 

 

1. When I was very young and 

Christmas time drew near, 

Away in the distance church bells rang 

their joyous chimes sent out good 

cheer. 

 

2. I remember silent falling snow 

So soft, and crisp, and bright. 

The streets were beaming all aglow, 

laden with sparkling Christmas lights. 

3. The shops adorned with festive fun, 

with shiny baubles to dress the tree. 

There were tinsel and paper chains that 

hung, 

and pretty ornaments to see. 

 

4. Christmas trees were there to buy 

Some big and wide, while others small. 

One reached out toward the sky, 

there perched on top, a fairy doll. 

5. My dad brought in the Christmas tree, 

it stood so very tall. 

But cutting the top, it had to be, 

it would not fit in through the hall. 

6. We placed it by the window light, 

it stood so proud and fine. 

Adorned with trinkets, oh so bright 

with rich green branch of pine. 

 

7. There were bags of crisps for us to 

munch, 

and lemonade for all to drink. 

The arrowroot biscuits hard to crunch 

were sailors’ ships biscuits, I like to 

think. 

 

8. There were always good things on tv, 

pantomimes, a ballet show. 

Then comedy and variety  

and ghostly tales for us to know 

9. We also remember, 

when Christmas arrives, 

the birth in the stable, the star in the 

skies 

The babe in the stable at Bethlehem, 

of Mary and Joseph and three wise men 

 

10. My Christmas was good, others may 

not be - 

Some people not happy, unfortunately 

So bless them all and hope that they - 

may find some happiness some day 

11. The Christmas time it was no more. 

The decorations stacked away, 

pine leaves fell upon the floor, 

as the tree now bare, began to fray 

 

12. The crisp bright snow began to thaw, 

the glistening icicles turned to water. 

Our holly wreath upon the door, 

it’s leaves and berries start to falter. 

 

The Christmas memories have not faded 

Although the years have flown so fast 

Our thoughts, still there are not yet jaded 

We still remember Christmas Past 

Pamela Farrell 
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2021 – A Season of change for the Hobbs’ 
 

1st Term 
Jessie and Emily get excellent O and A level results ☺ and Jessie wins the 

History prize at school! 

 

 

 

Emily flies off to Stellenbosch 

University, South Africa to do a BA 

Humanities. 

 

A time of adjustment for Em, living 

and studying in a foreign country. 

 

A time of adjustment also for us 

back at home. 

 

 

Dave has a cycling accident in 

January,  breaking ribs and 

damaging his hand, shoulder 

and knee, but thankfully made 

a full recovery. 

 
 

 

 
 

Church online, sees Helen getting to grips      

with Zoom and teaching weekly to a   

camera! 
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2nd Term 

 

 

 

 

Our hearts break over the loss of 

our beautiful Shumba, but healing 

comes with the addition of our new 

puppy, Maverick. 

 

 

 

Dave Organises, trains and rides the 

750km Bridge to Bezi in August, 

which was a huge success, raising 

$38,000 for The Michael Project. 
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3rd Term 

 

 

 

Jessie sits AS level exams in 

Oct/Nov and Em successfully 

passes the first year of her 

Degree. 

 

 

 

 

 

Dave and Helen take a sabbatical 

to re-group, restore and revive – 

landscaping and spring cleaning at 

home, culminating in a great family 

holiday in Stellenbosch for 

Christmas. 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for all your prayers and support in 2021 which enabled us to 

continue our ministry with River of Life Church and The Michael Project, and 

for our family to thrive this year! 

Lots of love 

Dave, Helen, Em & Jess x 
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COFFEE BREAK SUDOKU 
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CHILDREN’S CORNER 

 
 

John 8 -Verse 12 
Again Jesus spoke to them, saying,   “I am the light of the world.  

Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness 

but will have the light of life.” 

 
 

Can you find the following words in the grid 

 

stories teaching listen lost teachers 

light Pharisees small repent coins 

sheep heaven Jesus watched everyone 

special sweep celebration friends woman 

found angels person rejoice  

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+8%3A12&version=ESV
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THE LIGHTER SIDE 

 
Say it with flowers 

A man stopped by his local florist shop to buy flowers for his new girlfriend 

on Valentine’s Day. He asked the proprietor, “You know the expression, ‘Say 

it with flowers’?” 

“I do indeed!” the florist enthused.  

“How about three dozen of my finest roses?” 

The man hesitated.  

“No, make it just a half dozen roses. I’m a man of few words.” 

 

More church bulletin bloopers 

• The youth group has raised almost £500 for drug abuse. 

• Correction:  The following typo appeared in our last bulletin:   

‘Lunch will be gin at 12:15.’ Please correct to read ’12 noon.’ 

• Any church member over 18 is invited to join in this lay ministry 

programme. It requires only a minimal amount of training and time:  

six weekly classes of about 200 hours, each Tuesday night. 

• The Seniors group will have a picnic on Saturday. Each person is asked to 

bring a friend, a vegetable, or a dessert, all in a covered dish. 

• Advert for a church jumble sale: ‘We have a gents three-speed bicycle, 

and also two ladies for sale, in good running order. 

 

Those who want to get married 

A minister was preparing to marry a local couple within a couple of weeks. 

At the close of the morning service, he saw them both in the congregation, 

and wanted to ask them to come forward, but he couldn’t think of their 

names. So he said: “Will those wanting to get married please come to the 

front?” 

Immediately, nine single ladies, six single men, three widows, and four 

widowers walked up the aisle.  
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GROUPS AND SOCIETIES 

Choir Practice Adult choir - practice takes place on Fridays  
                    at 7.30 p.m (except August) 

Junior choir - practice takes place on Sundays 
                    at 10.45 a.m (except August) 

 
Bible Reading Fellowship BRF Notes are available on request. 

Contact: Maggie Dawson - 01689 823857 
 

Children’s Society Contact: Anne Spencer - 01689 601753 

 
Gardening Group This group meets on Thursdays at 10 am until 

12.30 pm (weather permitting). 
Contact: David House - 01689 828037 

 
Church Mission Society Contact: Richard Newson - 01689 821445 

 
Midweek Communion This takes place every Wednesday at 10 am in 

the Old Church followed by refreshments 
 

Focus This group is open to all women and meet on 
the second Thursday of each month at 2 p.m 

in the Old Church 
Contact:  Anne Spencer - 01689 601753 

 
Julian Group This group is open to all and meet on the third 

Tuesday of each month at 2 p.m  

Contact: Vanessa Dixon - 01689 851767 
 

Out of Focus This social group is open to all men and meet 
approximately  every two months to chat and 

arrange outings 
Contact: David House - 01689 828037 

 
St Michael’s Guild The guild decorate the Church throughout 

the year including weddings and funerals. They 
can arrange pedestals for members of the 

congregation to celebrate an anniversary, 
birthday or in memory of a loved one. 

Contact:  Margaret Lovett - 01689 831667 
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