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Quality Home Help Service 

Cleaning - Laundry - Ironing- Shopping 

Running Errands - Companionship 

 

Call Lena on : 0203 609 2417 

www.marigoldseniorsupport.com 

http://www.marigoldseniorsupport.com/
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 PUTTING YOUR CARE FIRST 

As a family run company with over 60 years experience in the Care 
industry, we feel we have the knowledge and expertise to support you 
and your loved ones with all your home care needs from a little extra 

help with the shopping to full time live in care. 
To see how we can help care for you: 

Email us: info@silverbirchhealthcare.co.uk 

Call us: 01689 414689 

  

BROMLEY VALLEY GYMNASTICS CENTRE 
  

Chipperfield Road, St Pauls Cray, Kent.  BR5 2QR 
  

GYM TOTS 
A physical activity with the emphasis on fun!  For children 1 – 4 years. 

45 minute sessions supervised by British Gymnastics qualified coaches. 
Sessions run Monday to Thursday, 1pm and 2pm.  Also Saturday 9am & 10 am 

Under 3’s (once walking), children must be accompanied by parent/carer. 

Over 3’s work only with coaches, parents can watch from the viewing area. 
  

AFTER SCHOOL GYMNASTICS CLASSES 
Boys & Girls recreational gymnastics classes available from 4 pm throughout the week and 

on Saturdays.  1 hour sessions taught by British Gymnastics qualified coaches. 

  
SENIORS CLASS 

A low impact Keep-Fit class for the over 60’s among us. 
No machines, just physical fun with tea and biscuits to finish! 

Why not come and join our friendly class?  
No commitment, £3 a session. 

  

For more Information please call 0208 300 5964. 
Visit our website:  www.bromleyvalley.co.uk 
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FULL DRY CLEANING, LAUNDRY AND ALTERATION 

SERVICE 

FREE REMOVAL AND REHANGING SERVICE WITH 

ALL CURTAINS CLEANED 

  

TELEPHONE: 01689 828149 

PHILIP MOSETTIG 

HANDYMAN  

NO JOB  TOO SMALL 

FREE QUOTE  

GENERAL HOUSEHOLD 

MAINTENANCE  

PAINTING & DECORATING 

GARDENING  

HONEST AND RELIABLE 

  

TEL 07504519586 

philipmosettig@yahoo.co.uk 
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ORPINGTON PARISH CHURCH 
Top of Church Hill (off High Street). Other entrances and car parks in Bark Hart Rd 

Follow us on Facebook at All Saints’ Orpington. 

Vicar:  The Rev’d George M Rogers 

   1a Keswick Road, Orpington, BR6 0EU 

   Tel: 01689 824624 

Website:  www.allsaintsorpington.org.uk 

Faith Online:  01689 495014 – Listen to extracts from Sunday Services 

Lay Ministers:  Pam Mercer  Tel: 01689 821171 

   Abi Hiscock    Tel: 01689 898329   
                 Email: abigail.hiscock@mail2web.com 
Pastoral Assistant:           Sheila Anderson  Tel: 07957 218706 

Churchwardens:  John Pentlow  Tel: 01689 815772  

   Duncan Hellicar  Tel: 01689 871026  

Assistant Wardens: Malcolm Dixon     Tel: 01689 851767 

                                     Gill Sinclair       Tel: 01689 875702 

                                     Denis Reidy    Tel: 01689 607202 

Children and   Mandy Turner    Email: rr.turner@ntlworld.com 

Young People:  Catherine King  Email: youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com  

   Cathy Hussey  Tel:  01689 821632 

Director of Music:      Phoebe Tak Man Chow   Email:  takmanchow@gmail.com 

Parish Administrator  Karen Kelly   Tel: 01689 832031 

Church Office  Monday-Friday: 9.30 to 12.30 Closed on Wednesdays 

   Bark Hart Road, Orpington. BR6 0QD  

   Tel: 01689 832031  Email: allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 

Parochial Church Council 

 Secretary: Gill Sinclair  Tel: 01689 875702 

 Treasurer: Tim Birse   Tel: 01689 836392 

Safeguarding Officer Gill Sinclair   Tel: 01689 875702.  

Planned Giving Recorder: David Laker  Tel: 01689 834820  

Book of Remembrance: Jenni Sargent  Tel: 01689 826547 

Sacristan:  Malcolm & Vanessa Dixon:   Tel: 01689 851767  

Magazine Editor:              Gill Sinclair  Email: gillsinclair@outlook.com 

Business Manager:             Gerald Holmes  Contact via Parish Office 

Special Facilities: Loop system for the deaf - set to position T on hearing aids. 

   Ramp into church. Wheelchair. Toilet for the disabled. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   SUNDAY SERVICES  8.00am Holy Communion  BCP 

    9.30am Parish Eucharist  CW 

   On certain Festivals  6.30pm Choral Evensong  BCP 

   Wednesday    10.00am Eucharist  CW 

   Monday to Friday   9.00am Morning Prayer  CW 

Major Saints’ Days as announced in the diary 

http://www.allsaintsorpington.org.uk/
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NOTICEBOARD 
  

 ALL SAINTS’ PRAYING FOR ALL STREETS 

This month we are praying for the following streets in the 

Parish: 

Bedford Road       Footbury Hill Road 
New Road             Station Approach 

May the love of Jesus abide in your homes and with your 

families 

 

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU 

We are praying for all those whose birthdays are this month, 

especially: 

 Christine Wheeler          John Hussey  
May the light of Jesus shine through you on your Birthday 

 

 

FAITH ONLINE – Telephone 01689 495014 to listen to 

extracts from the Sunday Services by choosing from the six 

options available. 

 

 

 

FOLLOW OUR SERVICES:  The following link takes you 

directly to the video page of All Saints' Facebook and from 

there you can choose which video to watch. You do not need 

to have a Facebook account – 
https://www.facebook.com/AllSaintsOrpington/videos/?ref=page_internal 

 

 ANY CHURCH MEMBER IN NEED OF HELP please 

contact John Pentlow who will try to co-ordinate help for you. 

 

 JANUARY’s MAGAZINE  

Please send your articles to Gill by Sunday 20 December 

2020 at gillsinclair@outlook.com 

 

 CHRISTMAS CARDS – Due to Covid 19, please do not 

leave Christmas Cards for your friends in Church as we will 

be unable to deliver any cards that are not collected.   

Many thanks. 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/AllSaintsOrpington/videos/?ref=page_internal
mailto:gillsinclair@outlook.com
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WAITING FOR CHRISTMAS 

In the beginning....  Saint Mark begins Jesus’ story with his baptism by John. 

Saint Matthew and Saint Luke back up a bit to tell stories of Jesus’ birth and 

childhood before turning to the baptism. But John, wanting us to have a larger 

panorama, goes all the way back to before creation, back to the time before 

time. John clearly tells us not only Jesus’ origin, but also his relationship to 

the world. Long before the world came into being, “In the beginning was the 

Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was God”. 

Luke told us that the one conceived in Mary’s womb was of the Holy Spirit 

and would be the Son of God. John tells us that the one who became flesh 

and dwelt among us was one with God from before the beginning. But he 

tells us even more than that: this is the One through whom the whole 

creation came into being. This is the Word spoken to bring light and life into 

creation. God said, “Let there be light” and there was light and life. John tells 

us this One who triggered the first nanosecond of the continuum of space-

time, the One who traced the outer boundaries of space to give us a cosmos, 

is the very same One who later left his timeless world of eternal community 

with the Father to enter this created order as light and life.  The Word of 

God spoken at what we call “the beginning”, the Word that came to Abram, 

Isaac, Jacob, and his children, the Word grasping Moses at the burning bush 

and incising on stone covenantal stipulations, the Word who spoken through 

the prophets, has come into this world as life and light, shining in the darkness 

of human existence. 

The light pierced and divided the darkness, sending it fleeing in perpetual 

retreat—it could not comprehend him. Yet the darkness would gather its 

resources and rise up against the light to “seize him with hostile intent.” At 

first it appeared that darkness had won the day—two days, actually. But on 

the third, God spoke the Word yet again, and the darkness of the tomb was 

shattered as the light of life was raised from the dead, bringing with him gifts 

for all who would receive them. This is a hymn of the cosmos, not unlike the 

angels’ chorus, the same hymn, a second verse. 

Here, in a Gospel written in the last two decades of the first century we find 

the seedbed of thought that will be scored in the counterpoint of the Nicene 

Creed two hundred years later:  the One the angels sang about is nothing 

less than “God from God, light from light, true God from true God, begotten, 

not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made”. 
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The Word’s origin and identity with God firmly stated, and his relationship 

to creation established, John turns to us with the phrase “there was a man 

sent from God whose name was John”.  Mark began his Gospel with John the 

Baptist. Both Matthew and Luke move quickly from their birth narratives to 

the Baptist as the forerunner of Jesus, preparing the way of the Lord. But the 

author of this Gospel incorporates John into the prologue itself, claiming for 

John not the role of forerunner, but witness—witness to who Jesus truly is. 

John, a dynamic and important religious figure of the day, the self-declared 

voice of one crying in the wilderness, points to Jesus as the true light, the 

One who has come to enlighten everyone. 

The truth of this event is that there is no religious tradition today that has 

not been enlightened by Jesus, and can avoid dealing with him. Yet Jesus is 

about more than mere enlightenment. He’s the one in whom the mystery of 

God’s will for the entire creation is expressed, “a plan for the fullness of time, 

to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth”. The 

eternal has entered the temporal, the Creator has come not only to his 

creation, but into it. This is nothing less than God’s own act of self-

revelation—God revealing Himself in and to a world that otherwise will not, 

cannot comprehend. 

All of God that could be contained in human form has come to be present 

among us in Jesus Christ. That is what John’s language of “his glory, the glory 

of a father’s only son”, is all about. It is not simply that the Divine became 

human like a garden variety avatar in whom the glory of deity is obscured by 

the constraints of mortality. Rather in this One who became human, you and 

I can see the glory of God as God is for us—God in a form that you and I can 

comprehend, God as a being with whom you and I can relate, God as both 

Creator and Redeemer, light and life, grace upon grace. 

In piercing the darkness, part of that fleeing world would not only fail to 

comprehend, it would resist and reject it. Those whose very existence is 

owed this One, those who came into being through him, reject him. There is 

a marvel in and of itself—a gravity of sin that makes the black holes of space-

time seem a child’s trampoline. But here is a greater marvel still: to all who 

received him, he brings not only his gifts of light and life—release from the 

gravity of sin—but also a new source of origin and purpose. Those who 

believe in his name—Godsaves—Jesus gives power to become a child of God, 

conceived not out of our own desires or abilities, but simply out of the 

gracious will of God; grace upon grace.  
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The first act of God’s grace was the gift of God’s Word spoken to Israel 

through Moses, and through Israel, God’s gift of instruction to the world. 

Now, that first act of God’s gracious self-revelation has been extended by a 

second—God’s grace and truth made flesh in Jesus Christ. 

This, says John, was the purpose of Jesus’ ministry: to make God known. 

Quoting a well known biblical assumption John reminds us that no one has 

ever seen God. It is God the only Son, the One and Only Son who is in the 

bosom of the Father, who has made God known.  John is not here suggesting 

that the Son is a second God, any more than John was suggesting such a thing 

in identifying the Word as one with God. John is simply telling us that in the 

mystery of God’s purpose in and for the world, the Son whose grace and 

truth we see in Jesus Christ shares equally with the Father in the fullness of 

God: He is God’s human face.  

But behind all eighteen verses of this text is the revelation of yet another 

purpose of Jesus’ ministry—to make atonement—to bring God and 

humanity, Creator and creation into a bond of life-giving unity. Of the several 

doctrines of atonement within the catalogue of Christian theology, one that 

is regularly overlooked is the atonement that took place in the incarnation. 

In Jesus Christ, God became one with us that we might relate to God in way 

as never before. In the incarnation, the relationship between God and 

humanity forever changed. The barriers of space-time, the eternal and the 

temporal, were transcended as God came to us as one of us, for us. God 

became one with us in Jesus so that you and I could become one with God 

in and through him. 

Matthew and Luke have told of the mystery of the incarnation from the 

perspective of Mary and Joseph and those who encountered the child in that 

first nativity. John has told us of the mystery of the incarnation from God’s 

perspective. He wants us to know that what follows is not simply the story 

of a man named Jesus. He wants us to know that this is God’s story.  He 

wants us to know that it is our story. It is the story of what God did and 

continues to do in God’s passion to make each one of us children of God, 

women and men clothed in the light and life that God brought into the world 

when the Word was first spoken. To those who receive him, who believe in 

his name, the Son gives power to become children of God, born not by 

natural descent, nor by any other human power, but simply by the will of the 

one whose desire is to swaddle us, not in bands of cloth, but in God’s grace, 

truth and light.  

The Rev’d George M Rogers 
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CHRISTMAS FRUSTRATION???? 

 

 
 

I said to God, upon my knees 

“O Lord, I am so cross! 

“That gift I sent to Aunt Denise 

“Within the post is lost! 

“That tree I bought for forty pounds 

“(Well, just a penny less) 

“Its needles lie upon the ground 

“It looks a total mess!” 

 

“I know,” said God, “I understand, 

“I sent my Son, you know. 

“He came to Earth, just as I’d planned 

“Two thousand years ago 

“Was born within a stable bare – 

“The cattle heard Him cry 

“He spoke of love, men didn’t care 

“They led Him out to die.” 

 

“No gift was given with such love 

“No higher price was paid. 

“He left His throne of light above 

“For sin His life to trade. 

“But even after all these years 

“This gift you men eschew, 

“So Christmas is a time of tears 

“For Me, as well as you.” 

By Nigel Beeton 
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CELEBRATING ADVENT 

 

 

CREATING MORE SPACE FOR PRAYER:  

In “My Utmost for His Highest” Oswald Chambers 

asserts that, “to say that ‘prayer changes things’ is not 

as close to the truth as saying, ‘Prayer changes me and 

then I change things’”. Beginning this Advent, we will 

bring back Contemplative prayer which will meet every Saturday of the 

month at 9.30 in the Old Church. We will begin Saturday 5 

December. The prayers offered on 1st and 3rd Saturdays find their roots 

in the Benedictine tradition, which informed the Diocesan “Life Together” 

initiative (which was paused during the lockdown in March 2020). The 2nd, 

4th & 5th Saturdays will be “30 minutes of prayer”—freeform yet focused in 

fellowship. There is no need to say anything, just come and be present to 

God and each other. For more information, please contact me, Pam Mercer, 

Abi Hiscock or Vanessa Dixon. 

 

 

ADVENT BOOK STUDY AND DISCUSSION:  

“Walking Backwards to Christmas” provides a refreshing 

perspective on the Nativity story first encountered in 

school and church Nativity plays. Archbishop of York 

Stephen Cottrell takes the reader back into the real 

meaning of the childhood story simply by telling it 

backwards; from where we are now, to where we need to 

be to really understand its truth and deeper purpose. 

Depending on the government’s guidance, we will meet on these days and 

times on Zoom:  

Tuesdays 1, 8, 15 & 22 December from 6-7 pm. 

The book can be purchased in shops, Amazon or for kindle/tablet. Please 

notify the Church Office if you would like to partake.    

The Zoom details are: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83827425827?pwd=ZzBkeGJvR3JhUjlpZ1pTZ1dn

Yk9zZz09 

Meeting ID: 838 2742 5827, Passcode: 904706 

 

  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83827425827?pwd=ZzBkeGJvR3JhUjlpZ1pTZ1dnYk9zZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83827425827?pwd=ZzBkeGJvR3JhUjlpZ1pTZ1dnYk9zZz09
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Saints Alive!  
in 2021 

 

 
This year's lockdowns have caused us to reconsider the future of Saints 

Alive!.  Some of our loyal distributors for many years have decided that the 

Covid-19 situation is a useful prompt to retire.  We thank them for their 

contribution to All Saints’ in this way.  We are seeking new distributors to 

deliver the magazine once a month.  If you are able to offer your time in this 

way as part of your Christian Stewardship we would be most 

grateful.    Please contact Gill Sinclair if so. 

 

If you are able to collect your magazine from the church on a Sunday or 

Wednesday morning, or between 9 and 10 on other mornings when the 

church is open for Morning Prayer, that would relieve the pressure on the 

distributors. 

 

The cost of Saints Alive! has been 50p since at least 2006, and possibly 

longer.  We have received a lot of positive comments about the much better 

looking colour magazine, but the impact of colour printing and inflation over 

the last decade means that it costs around £1 a copy to produce the 

magazine.  Hence unfortunately the cover price will increase to £1 from the 

January 2021 issue.  An annual subscription will be £11 for twelve issues.  The 

postal subscription will be £20. 

 

If you have computer access, you can obtain the magazine for free.  We have 

been publishing it on our website for several months at 

www.allsaintsorpington.org.uk.  We also maintain an email circulation list for 

key church information and documents.  Everyone on that list will receive 

the magazine monthly as an email attachment.  If you are not on the list and 

would like to receive the magazine in that way please let Gill Sinclair know 

and you can be added to the circulation list. 

 

Please can you complete the enclosed form and return it to Gill Sinclair to 

let us know how you would like to receive Saints Alive! in 2021. 

 

  

http://www.allsaintsorpington.org.uk/
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WALKING THE GREENSAND WAY 

I am a keen walker and although walking the many local paths from my front 

door kept me fit and sane during lockdown earlier this year, I was beginning 

to want to travel further afield by the summer. A long-distance trail seemed 

out of the question – everything was too uncertain for me to book 

accommodation and transport. Then I thought of paths closer to home. The 

Greensand Way runs for 108 miles along a sandstone ridge through Surrey 

and Kent - from Haslemere to Hamstreet (just south of Ashford). The name 

greensand ridge comes from the green mineral, glaconite, found within the 

sandstone. All of it lies close enough for me to tackle in day walks using public 

transport in one direction and a lift from a helpful husband in the other. 

So at the end of July on a damp Saturday I set off. My plans to travel by train 

to Haslemere were thwarted by engineering works so instead I set off to 

Sevenoaks and Knole Park to begin walking the Greensand Way in the middle 

but still walking from West to East. The route passes Ightham Mote and then 

on through Shipbourne and 

West Peckham, through the 

first of the Kent orchards, to 

cross the Medway valley at 

Yalding. One of the advantages 

of starting the walk in Kent was 

that the fruit trees were heavy 

with fruit, mainly plums and 

apples. I hadn’t realised how 

many Kent orchards remain 

but the Greensand ridge 

provides perfect conditions for 

them. (I resisted the temptation to scrump any fruit). The wildflower meadow 

at Yalding was full of cornflowers and poppies but the weather was 

deteriorating so I pushed on to Linton where Paul met me just as it started 

to pour with rain. 

The next Saturday Paul drove me back to Linton in much better weather and 

the walk this time took me through Sutton Valence and Egerton to Pluckley. 

The walk went through more orchards and past some beautiful manor 

houses. Running along the sandstone ridge there were lovely views to the 

South. I had lunch outside the church at Boughton Malherbe, a beautifully 

quiet and peaceful place with an old manor house, a few cottages and the 

church.  Unfortunately, the pandemic meant that most of the churches on 

the route were not open to visitors. I caught the train home from Pluckley, 

the only person in the carriage.  
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Minor surgery and the required self-isolation and recuperation meant that I 

did not pick the walk up again until October. This time I caught the train to 

Haslemere. The route goes via the Devil’s Punchbowl through the beautiful 

wooded Surrey hills South of Godalming. Then on via Holmbury Hill and 

Leith Hill to Dorking in two long day’s walks. Once again, my timing proved 

advantageous as the trees were beginning to change colour and the weather 

was kind. My main danger seemed to be from falling chestnuts and acorns – 

it really has been a bumper year for them. There were more people out 

walking and cycling on this stretch of the route but the path was still mostly 

empty. From Dorking the route runs roughly parallel to the M25, to the 

South of Reigate, Godstone and Westerham. With Storm Aiden fast 

approaching I decided to cut short the walk at Westerham for the day 

although I still got soaked on the walk into the town.  

With lockdown reimposed 

this means that I haven’t yet 

managed the final stretch 

from Pluckley around the 

outskirts of Ashford to 

Hamstreet. It has been a 

most enjoyable walk – some 

of the highlights I have done 

before but I have never 

joined them all together in 

this way. We are very lucky 

to have such beautiful 

countryside close at hand. Walking alone I have seen lots of birds and 

squirrels and also deer but the one animal I wouldn’t have expected to see 

(if I hadn’t walked this footpath before) was a tiger. But just East of One Tree 

Hill in the wild wooded garden of a house is the tiger in the photo. I certainly 

did a double take the first time I saw it. I had to laugh though when I saw the 

report on the BBC website of armed police being called out to reports of a 

wild tiger in Kent. This tiger has been there for many years and is quite 

harmless - a very realistic wire and resin artwork. 

The Greensand Way is mostly well marked and Kent and Surrey councils 

produce very good route information with maps, route directions and points 

of interest to look out for. 

Jean Reeve 
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QUIZ NIGHT by ZOOM! 

The Social & Fundraising Committee would like to 

thank everyone who joined in our second Zoom Quiz, 

run by Kath M – a lot of fun was had by all!  Who knew 

that Marilyn Monroe’s true hair colour was ginger!

Certainly not me! 

We raised £67.48 plus some Gift Aid – THANK YOU everyone who donated 

as it means that we have now raised £575.48 towards our £1,000 total for 

the daylight projector on the PCC’s Wish List, which will be used at the

APCM for slide shows, the Youth Services, as well as visiting speakers who 

might like to make a presentation to us.  I am sure that we will find many 

other uses for the projector as time goes by.  

We are hoping to persuade Kath to run another quiz in early January to wipe 

away the January blues!  We will let you know a date and look forward to 

seeing you all on Zoom!  Take care until then and thank you again to 

everyone who joined in! 

Lesley Birse 

PARISH REGISTERS 

October 2020 

        BURIAL/CREMATIONS: 

We extend our love and sympathy to their family and friends 

Burial of Ashes     27 October Peter David Parker (89 

Burial of Ashes     15 November Sheila Margaret Warner (83)
Cremation           16 November Jacqueline Ann Johnson (68) 

Burial of Ashes     16 November John Rossiter (86) 

Cremation           19 November Joan Jeanette Woodward (73) 
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THE STORY BEHIND THE HYMN 

“O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

The lyrics to “O Little Town of Bethlehem” were 

written by Phillips Brooks in 1868 after visiting the 

town of Bethlehem on his trip to the Holy Land two 

years earlier. Since that time, this song has become a 

favourite for many people as they celebrate the 

Christmas season. 

When Phillips Brooks was rector of Holy Trinity, 

Philadelphia, his parishioners in August 1865, sent him 

abroad for a year. His travels took him through 

Europe, and in December to the Holy Land. Here with reverent feet he 

traced the footsteps of his Lord and Master from Nazareth southward and 

visited the scenes of the Bible narrative. 

After two weeks spent in Jerusalem, Christmas Eve found him in “the little 

town of Bethlehem” at the birthplace of Jesus. Of his stirring emotions on 

that “Holy Night” he later wrote to his Sunday school back in Philadelphia: 

“I remember especially on Christmas Eve, when I was standing in the old church at 

Bethlehem, close to the spot where Jesus was born, when the whole church was 

ringing hour after hour with the splendid hymns of praise to God, how again and 

again it seemed as if I could hear voices that I knew well, telling each other of the 

‘Wonderful Night’ of the Saviour’s birth, as I had heard the year before; and I assure 

you I was glad to shut my ears for a while and listen to the more familiar strains 

that came wandering to me halfway round the world.” 

Two years after his return to America, still full of the thrilling memories of 

Bethlehem, Phillips Brooks wrote for his Sunday school the Christmas hymn, 

“O Little Town of Bethlehem,” which for a long time had been singing in his 

soul. In this he has embodied, as in the prose descriptions of places visited in 

the Holy Land, the spiritual meaning of what he saw there. 

He died unmarried in 1893, after an episcopate of only 15 months. His death 

was a major event in the history of Boston. One observer reported: "They 

buried him like a king. Harvard students carried his body on their shoulders. 

All barriers of denomination were down. Roman Catholics and Unitarians 

felt that a great man had fallen in Israel."  
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YOUR CHURCH REPRESENTATIVES 

FOR 2021 
 

 
PCC Chairman The Rev’d George Rogers 

Churchwardens Duncan Hellicar 
John Pentlow 

Assistant Wardens Gill Sinclair 
Denis Reidy 
Malcolm Dixon 

Deanery Synod Representative 

 
Diocesan Synod Representative 

Tim Birse 
Vanessa Dixon 

Malcolm Dixon 

PCC Vice Chair John Pentlow 

PCC Treasurer Tim Birse 

PCC Secretary Gill Sinclair 

Elected PCC Members Elizabeth Whitbread 
Cathy Hussey 
Dave House 
Helen Ogedengbe 
Gill Sinclair 
Catherine King  
Sheila Anderson 
Amanda Turner 
Peter Clarke 
Lorna Kviat 
 

 

Lay Ministers Pam Mercer 
Abi Hiscock 

Parish Safeguarding Officer Gill Sinclair 

Safeguarding Lead Recruiter Mike Lovett 

Child Protection Representative Elizabeth Whitbread 

Vulnerable Adults Representative Pamela Mercer 

CTiO Rep Abi Hiscock 
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES 
 

Sunday Clubs 

 
 

 

Young Saints 
 

    For all children and young people 

9.30 a.m in the hall 
 

Join us as we have fun learning about Jesus, the Bible 

and Church.  We sing, play games, make things, cook 

and pray together. 

 

 

 

     There is a creche for babies and very young children. 
 

 

Contact: Catherine King or Val Pickering 

  Email: youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 
 

 

Youth Group for Secondary School Children 
Join us as we learn and discuss how the Bible is relevant 

to our everyday lives. 
 

Contact: Mandy Turner 

  Email: rr.turner@ntlworld.com  
 

 All groups come into church in time to join the congregation at the altar to 

receive a communion or blessing and join their parents. 

  

mailto:youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com
mailto:rr.turner@ntlworld.com
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CELEBRATION DAYS FOR DECEMBER 

 

6th December: St Nicholas – Patron Saint of 

Children 

One account of how Father Christmas began tells of a man 

named Nicholas who was born in the third century in the 

Greek village of Patara, on what is today the southern coast 

of Turkey. His family were both devout and wealthy, and 

when his parents died in an epidemic, Nicholas decided to 

use his inheritance to help people. He gave to the needy, the 

sick, the suffering. He dedicated his whole life to God’s service and was made 

Bishop of Myra while still a young man. As a bishop in later life, he joined 

other bishops and priests in prison under the emperor Diocletian’s fierce 

persecution of Christians across the Roman Empire. 

Finally released, Nicholas was all the more determined to shed abroad the 

news of God’s love. He did so by giving. One story of his generosity explains 

why we hang Christmas stockings over our mantelpieces today. There was a 

poor family with three daughters who needed dowries if they were to marry, 

and not be sold into slavery. Nicholas heard of their plight and tossed three 

bags of gold into their home through an open window – thus saving the girls 

from a life of misery.   

The bags of gold landed in stockings or shoes left before the fire to dry. 

Hence the custom of children hanging out stockings – in the hope of 

attracting presents of their own from St Nicholas - on Christmas Eve. That 

is why three gold balls, sometimes represented as oranges, are one of the 

symbols of St Nicholas.  

The example of St Nicholas has never been forgotten - in bygone years boys 

in Germany and Poland would dress up as bishops on 6th December, and beg 

alms for the poor. In the Netherlands and Belgium ‘St Nicholas’ would arrive 

on a steamship from Spain to ride a white horse on his gift-giving rounds. To 

this day, 6th December is still the main day for gift-giving and merry-making 

in much of Europe. Many people feel that simple gift-giving in early Advent 

helps preserve a Christmas Day focus on the Christ Child. 
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I wish everyone at All Saints’ a very Happy 
Christmas and a peaceful, healthy and 
prosperous New Year.  I also thank everyone for 
their love and support with the magazine 
throughout the year.            With love from Gill 

 

 
Best wishes to all my friends at All Saints’ for 
deep joy and peace this Christmas.  
My love, Mary Hart 

 

 
Happy Christmas to all my friends at All Saints’. 
From Val Pickering 

 

 

 

 
Brian, Liz and Win McHenry in Canterbury 
send their Christmas greetings to their friends at 
All Saints’. Win is comfortable living with Brian 
and Liz. She would welcome calls on their 
landline, 01227 781899. Blessings! 

 

 

 
Elizabeth and Brian wish all our friends Peace 
and Joy this Christmas and every Blessing for the 
New Year. 

 

 

 
Wishing all my friends a happy Christmas and a 
happy and healthy New Year. 
With love, Alice Smith 

 

 
 

 
Geoff and Maggie Dawson wish everyone at All 
Saints’ a very happy and healthy Christmas and 
hopefully a much better 2021, when we can all 
meet again. 

 

 

 

 

 
Wishing all my friends at All Saints’ every 
Blessing this Christmas and Good Health for 2021 
With my Love Margaret [Stewart] 
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With best wishes for a Happy Christmas and a  
healthy New Year  
from Jean and Paul 
 

 

 

 
Sally and Gerald wish all their friends at All 
Saints’ a Peaceful and Blessed Christmas and a 
Happy and Healthy New Year 

 

 

 

 
To all our dear friends at All Saints’, 
Orpington.  This comes with our warmest wishes 
for a wonderful Christmas 2020.  It has been a 
tough year and we are deeply grateful for your 
continued faithfulness in supporting The Michael 
Project in Zimbabwe financially and in prayer 
through this time.  With much love Helen, Dave, 
Emily and Jessie Hobbs 

 

 
 

 
We would like to wish all our friends at All 
Saints' a happy, blessed and safe Christmas.   
Tim & Lesley Birse 
 

 

 
 

 
John and Ros Williams wish all our All Saints’ 
friends a blessed Christmas and 2021 

 

 
 

 
Peter and Marion Cunningham wish everyone at 
All Saints a very happy Christmas and A healthy 
and happy New Year. 

 

 

 
 

 
To all at All Saints’  wishing you all a peaceful 
and healthy Christmas also for the New Year. 
Julie Compton 

 

 
 

 
With our very best wishes at Christmas time and 
for the coming year. 
Richard and Brenda Newson 
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The meaning of Christingle 

 
 

  



25 

 

 17th December: Eglantyne Jebb – founder of ‘Save the 

Children’ 
Here is a modern-day saint whose compassion and 

determination has saved literally millions of lives.  Eglantyne did 
not begin as an obvious ‘mover and shaker’ of people. Born in 

Shropshire in 1876, she grew up in Ellesmere, studied history at 
Lady Margaret Hall in Oxford, taught at Marlborough, and then 

resigned as she was not physically robust.   

Eglantyne moved to live with her mother in Cambridge, and it would have been 

so easy to settle for a life of peaceful obscurity. But she was a Christian, and at 
Oxford she had developed a passion for social concerns, so this compassion now 

drove her to take action.  She began in 1906 by publishing research on the 
poverty she’d found in Cambridge.  Then in 1912 the Balkan Wars broke out, 

and Eglantyne left Cambridge for Macedonia. Her months among the refugees 
led her to decide that long-term constructive aid was more effective than short-
term handouts.   

The First World War left Eglantyne horrified by the prolonged Allied blockade 
on Germany and Austria-Hungary, which even after Armistice meant starvation 

for millions of civilians, especially children.  And so in1919 Eglantyne and her 
sister Dorothy Buxton helped found the ‘Fight the Famine’ Council, which 

wanted to end the blockade and establish a League of Nations. 

One day during a rally in Trafalgar Square, Eglantyne was arrested for distributing 

a leaflet showing starving children which read: “Our blockade has caused this – 
millions of children are starving to death.”  She ended up in court and was fined, 

but the judge was so impressed with Eglantyne’s commitment to children that he 
himself paid her fine. His money became the first donation to Save the Children, 

the new charity just set up by Eglantyne and Dorothy.  

Save the Children was officially launched at the Albert Hall in May 1919, with the 

aim of helping the starving civilians of central Europe. It was a success, raising 
£400,000 in that first year alone.  When in the autumn of 1921 Russia was facing 

famine, Save the Children chartered a cargo ship, the SS Torcello, to carry 600 
tons of lifesaving food and medical supplies to Russia – saving hundreds of 
thousands of lives.  

By 1922 Save the Children had become one of Britain’s biggest charities.  
Eglantyne’s Declaration of the Rights of the Child, written in 1923, was adopted 

by the League of Nations the following year. The present-day UN Convention 
on the Rights of the Child is derived from it.  But ten years of running Save the 

Children had sapped Eglantyne’s fragile strength, and she died in Geneva in 1928, 
aged only 52. 
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES  

  

Throughout the week 

  

 
   All Saints’ Tots 
   A friendly and fun group for babies, toddlers and their parents, 

   grandparents and carers.  

  

We meet every Thursday in term time between 10.00-11.30am. 

  

Come and find us at the back of the Church to have a cuppa and a chat whilst the 

little ones play.  

  

Contact: Cathy Hussey - Tel: 01689 821632  

  

    

   Guiding  
   Meet in the Church Hall 

  

  

Rangers     (14 - 18 years)  Alternate Wednesdays  

Guides     (10 - 15 years)  7.30-9.00pm  

Brownies   (7 - 10 ½ years)  6.00-7.30pm  

  

Contact: Division Commissioner: Debbie Clarke - Tel: 01689 832325 

  

  

 

   Scouting 2nd Orpington Scout Group  
   Meet at 50a Court Road 

  

Explorers (14 - 18 years)  Thursday 

Scouts        (10½ - 14 years)  Wednesday & Friday 

Cubs          (8 - 10½ years)      Monday & Tuesday 

Beavers      (6 - 8 years)  Tuesday & Wednesdayp 

  

Contact: via website   www.2nd.orp.org.uk 

 

  

mailto:-%20cathy-hussey@ntlworld.com
http://www.2nd.orp.org.uk/
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EVENING PRAYER 

ADVENT 2020 

(29 November 2020) 
 
 
 

To start and end the day with prayer is very meaningful for our daily lives.  In 

order to facilitate that, at the start of Advent, 29 November, we have begun 

to offer Evening Prayer on Facebook.  The service will be available at 5.00 pm 

every evening.  There are a number of volunteers who have kindly agreed to 

pre-record the service, once a month, from their homes.   George is eager to 

have as many people as possible leading Evening Prayer and if you would like 

to join the list volunteers, please let Lesley Birse know (01689 836392).  You 

can join the volunteers at any time. 

We are using the Daily Prayer app, which is free to 

download on smart phones, i-pads and Tablets.  Simply 

do an internet search to find the app which should look 

like this picture. 

If you do not have a Facebook account but would like to see the service, you 

can do so by going to our website and following the link (just say ‘no’ to 

setting up an account).   

I’m looking forward to hearing from you and thank you in advance for taking 

part. 

Lesley Birse 

 

 

  BIBLE READING FELLOWSHIP 
The next New Daylight BRF notes, January to April, are now 

available and in the present circumstances I will deliver them 

as before. As previously, we pay for the whole year in one 

payment and the amount due for 2021 is £14.20.  I hope to 

deliver them on Monday, 7th December between 2pm and 

3pm and would be grateful if you could have the money 

ready, preferably as a cheque made out to me, Margaret Dawson.  If anyone 

has a problem with this date please ring me on 01689 823857 and we can 

make some other arrangement. 

Maggie Dawson 
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A CELEBRATION FOR REV’D MICHAEL SKINNER 

 

It seems only yesterday that our daughter Judith was married at All Saints’, 

but in fact it was in April 1998 - 22 years ago.  Much has happened since; in 

1999 I ended my 17 year stint as Honorary Curate here when, on retiring 

from the Civil Service, I began my extremely challenging ministry as priest in 

charge of St Andrew’s.  Anne trained as a Pastoral Assistant and was a 

tremendous support to me in these demanding years.  

 

Our first grandchild, Thomas, arrived in 2005, the highlight of the celebration 

of our Ruby wedding.  Our second grandchild, Elizabeth, arrived in 2010 a 

year after I retired (again!) and we had moved to South Croydon to be near 

Judith and her family.  This meant that Anne could play a full part in the care 

and upbringing of our grandchildren.  Although I help out both at our parish 

church, St John Selsdon and at St Matthew Westminster where I established 

a link when I worked in Whitehall, I decided that my retirement ministry 

would focus on spiritual direction and I successfully completed a Masters in 

Christian Spirituality at Heythrop College in 2001.  

 

Meanwhile Judith’s career had progressed in the voluntary sector and in 2018 

she was appointed head of Children’s and Young People’s services at East 

Surrey YMCA, based in Redhill.  Anne and I celebrated our Golden Wedding 

in 2015 with a large gathering of friends old and new, including some from 

All Saints’.  In the same year Judith became aware that she was being called 

to ordained ministry.  After the negotiating the Diocese of Southwark’s 

somewhat tortuous discernment process she was recommended for training.  

So following in my footsteps she studied at St Augustine’s College of 

Theology which is based at West Malling Abbey. Finally she was ready for 

ordination at Petertide this year.  By then of course we were in the throes 

of the coronavirus pandemic and ordination services were impossible so the 

ordinands were licensed as parish workers.  

 

Then finally on 19 September the ordinations took place in Southwark 

Cathedral. There were three services that day one for each Episcopal area 

and the candidates were limited to four guests each to keep the congregation 

at each service down to the permitted maximum of 30 people. Unfortunately 

that meant Anne was unable to attend the service which was a great 

disappointment to her. Nevertheless it was a momentous and very moving 

occasion. Judith decided she would be ordained wearing the same stole that 

I wore at my ordination 40 years ago.  
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Judith is serving her title as a self-supporting minister at St Matthew Redhill, 

near to where she works. 

 

We live in hope that conditions will have improved sufficiently by next June 

so that we can celebrate her ordination as a priest in the proper manner. 

 

The top two photographs below show Judith and me with the Bishop of 

Southwark and Judith with her husband Adam and their two children. 

 

Michael Skinner 
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CHURCH MISSION SOCIETY 

This year it was not practical to collect the CMS 

boxes after Lent because of Covid-19 and the 

subsequent lockdown.  Thank you for the 

several boxes that were returned, which have 

now been processed. 

For this year the Finance Committee has agreed to send CMS a donation, as 

part of our Church’s away-giving. 

May I suggest that any remaining boxes be retained, in the hope that we are 

able to collect them in for counting after Easter 2021.  Alternatively you may 

choose to send a personal cheque for this year, which can be left at the 

Church office marked for my attention. 

Our continued support is greatly appreciated, as the Society continues with 

its work in many areas of the world. 

Richard Newson 

 

YOUNG SAINTS 

Young Saints have had a successful few months meeting in the 

hall. However, unfortunately some families have considered it 

unsafe to return at the present time but despite this we regularly 

have about 10 children attending.  

Our Creation Project has been completed and the results are currently on 

display in the Church. We are pleased that it has had such a positive impact 

and we have received many lovely comments from members of the 

congregation.  Recent sessions have covered some of the parables Jesus used 

in his teaching and pumpkins have been carved and linked to the Pumpkin 

Prayer.  All Saints’ Day was celebrated with a matching game learning about 

saints and how we are all called to be saints (see opposite for pictures of our 

activities). 

Now we are back in lockdown again but still active online using Zoom and 

adapting our activities accordingly. 

We are working to make Christmas special for the children despite any 

restrictions due to the current pandemic. 

Catherine King  
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ALL SAINTS CHURCH WINS GRANT SUPPORT  

FOR BUILDING PROJECT 
 

All Saints’ Church, Orpington has been 

awarded a grant of £57,000 from a total of 

£13 million of Government investment, as a 

recipient of a Heritage Stimulus Grant 

announced by the Church of England.  

The £13 million of capital investment for both 

Anglican and Roman Catholic buildings, is part 

of the Government’s £1.57bn Culture 

Recovery Fund.  Nearly half of all England’s 

Grade I and Grade II* listed buildings are 

Anglican or Catholic churches, including All 

Saints’.  An expert panel has allocated the 

funding to 68 Church of England churches and 

cathedrals and  29 Catholic churches and 

cathedrals, a total of 96 projects nationwide.  

At All Saints’ the grant will enable water penetration round the windows, 

which has been getting worse over the last ten years, to be fixed with modern 

damp-proofing, and flaking plasterwork to be stabilised.  

The funding is aimed at the heart of local communities, preserving 

architectural and cultural heritage for a new generation, while safeguarding 

highly skilled jobs in a volatile economy.  Contractors bidding for the work 

must show commitment to training apprentices, and the project team will 

offer older schoolchildren the opportunity to learn how major capital 

projects are organised and managed.  Younger schoolchildren will be able to 

view the works in progress and learn the importance of protecting our 

heritage. 

Rev’d George Rogers said - “This money is a welcome move from the 

Government and Historic England which will allow All Saints’ Church to 

continue to be the centre of the community in Orpington, as it has been for 

the last 1,000 years.  We very much look forward to welcoming the 

community to enjoy all aspects of the rich cultural heritage found at All 

Saints’.”  

Enquiries to All Saints’ Church Office: allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 

or 01689 832031 

  

mailto:allsaintsorpington@gmail.com
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LOCKDOWN LAUGHS 

 

My new social distancing outfit 

just arrived from Amazon! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Face masks don’t always work, 

Well, neither do parachutes 

BUT if I ever jump out of a plane 

I still want one! 
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A CHRISTMAS PICTURE PUZZLE 

TO KEEP THE WHOLE FAMILY OCCUPIED  

 

 

Can you find the following in the picture opposite – Good Luck! 

 
Church Pig 

Angel Cigar Polar Bear 

Angel Trumpet Cindy Rag Doll 

Baby Jesus Clown - Happy Rhino 

Baubles x 3 Clown - Sad Robin - Big 

Bishop Mitre Cow Robin - Small 

Boat Donkey Santa Mit Reindeers 

Brontosaurus Duck Sausage 

Butterfly Fairy Father Christmas Ships x 3 

Candle Fir Trees x 2 (stylised) Sledge 

Carol Singer Goose x 2 Snowman 

Cat-in-a-Box Jerusalem Snowman 

Chest Joseph Sprig Holly 

Chimney Kings x 3 Sprig Mistletoe 

Chocolate Orange Lambs x 2 Stars x 2 

Chocs Lantern Stockings x 2 

Choir Boy Log Teddy Bear 

Christmas Pud Mary The Artist (ole!) 

Christmas Rose Noddy Wellington Boot 

Christmas Tree x 2 Octopus Yacht 
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COFFEE BREAK WORDSEARCH  

 

 
Find the highlighted words in the grid 

 

 

Silent Night –  

This much-loved carol comes from Austria, where it was first sung as 

Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht on Christmas Eve, 1818. It was written by 

Father Joseph Mohr, a young priest at St Nicholas parish church, in the 

village of Oberndorf bei Salzburg. As Christmas 1818 approached, he asked 

the local schoolmaster, Franz Xaver Gruber, to compose a melody for his 

carol. Gruber was organist in the nearby village of Arnsdorf, and so was 

happy to oblige. On Christmas Eve they presented the carol to the church 

during the midnight mass. The carol went on to become loved world-wide; 

and the version sung by Bing Crosby is the third best-selling single of all 

time.    
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CHILDREN’S CORNER 
  

 

 

A CHRISTMAS PICTURE TO COLOUR 

The shepherds went to the stable in Bethlehem to see the baby 

Jesus.  They told Mary what the angels had said  

 
You can read this story I Luke 2 verses 16-17 
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THE LIGHTER SIDE 

 
Picture 

The teacher asked her Sunday School class to draw a picture of a Bible story 
with a Christmas theme. She was puzzled by Kate’s picture, which showed four 
people on an airplane.  She asked her which story it was meant to represent. 

‘The Flight to Egypt,’ was the reply.   
Pointing at each figure, the teacher ventured: ‘That must be Mary, Joseph, and 

Baby Jesus. But who's the fourth person?"’    
‘Oh,’ explained Kate happily, ‘that's Pontius - the pilot!’  

Next Christmas 
The grandson had just taken a photograph of his grandmother who’d come to 

stay for Christmas and her 89th birthday.  ‘Grannie, I sure hope I’m around next 
year to photograph you on your 90th birthday,’ he said tactfully. 

‘Why not?’  his grandmother shrugged.  ‘You look healthy enough.’ 

Friction at Christmas 

This Christmas, when your family gets together, remember:  a certain friction 
between the generations is inevitable.  After all, the young and the old have all 

the answers and those in between are stuck with all the questions. 

Drive 

He was a careful driver during the Christmas period. At the railway crossing he 
stopped, looked and listened. All he heard was the car behind him, smashing into 
his boot. 

Present 
First man: ‘My wife doesn’t know what she wants for Christmas.’ 

Second man: ‘You’re lucky. Mine does.’ 

Miscellaneous observations during the Christmas season… 

Putting on weight is the penalty for exceeding the feed limit. 

Christmas is the season when your neighbour keeps you awake playing ‘Silent 

Night’. 

Father to three-year old: "No, a reindeer is not a horse with a TV antenna.” 

Christmas is a time when people get emotional over family ties, particularly if 
they have to wear one. 
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GROUPS AND SOCIETIES 
 

Choir Practice  Practice takes place on Fridays at 7.30pm (except August) 

 

Bible Reading   BRF Notes are available on request. 

Fellowship  Contact: Maggie Dawson - 01689 823857 

 

Bible Study Group This group is open to all and meet on the 2nd Tuesday of 

each month at 10.30 am at 27 Glendower Crescent. 

  Contact:  tbc 

 

Children’s Society Contact: Anne Spencer - 01689 601753 

 

Churchyard Group This group meets on Thursdays at 10.00 am until 12.30pm  

  (weather permitting). 

  Contact: John Pentlow - 01689 815772 

 

Church Mission Society Contact: Richard Newson - 01689 821445 

 

Corporate Communion (Focus and Mothers’ Union): This takes place on the  

  3rd Wednesday of each month at 10:00 am in the Church 

 

Focus  This group is open to all women and meet on the 2nd 

Thursday of each month at 2.00 pm in the Old Church 

  Contact:  Anne Spencer - 01689 601753 

  

Julian Group  This group is open to all and meet on the 3rd Tuesday of 

each month at 2:00pm  

  Contact: Vanessa Dixon - 01689 851767 

 

Mothers’ Union  PLEASE NOTE there will be no further branch meetings until 

  further notice 

  Contact: Ann Crowe - 01689 826216 

   

Out of Focus  This social group is open to all men and meet approximately  

every two months to chat and arrange outings 

  Contact: David House - 01689 828037 

  

St Michael’s Guild The guild decorate the Church throughout the year including 

weddings and funerals. They can arrange pedestals for 

members of the congregation to celebrate an anniversary, 

birthday or in memory of a loved one. 

  Contact:  Margaret Lovett - 01689 831667 
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Live-In Home Care 
 

We are a family owned and run agency specialising in 

live-in care, with over 30 years experience in the care 

sector.  

  

We offer an alternative to residential care, providing our 

clients with one to one live-in care, enabling them to 

remain in the comfort and security of their own home. 
  

We are based in Tunbridge Wells, Kent and provide live-in 

services to clients in the local areas of Kent and Sussex. 

 

 

  

Tel: 01892 518400  

www.bespokecarecompany.co.uk 
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 Chislehurst Road Garage 

  

* All makes serviced and repaired. 
* MOT and Repair 

* Air-Con Service and Repair 
* Diagnostic and Repair 

* Exhaust and Tyres Fitted 

  

42, Chislehurst Road, Orpington BR6 0DJ 

  

01689 830201 
  

chislehurstroadgarage@gmail.com 
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