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Quality Home Help Service 

Cleaning - Laundry - Ironing- Shopping 

Running Errands - Companionship 

 

Call Lena on : 0203 609 2417 

www.marigoldseniorsupport.com 

http://www.marigoldseniorsupport.com/
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ORPINGTON PARISH CHURCH 
Top of Church Hill (off High Street). Other entrances and car parks in Bark Hart Rd 

Follow us on Facebook at All Saints’ Orpington. 

Vicar:  The Rev’d George M Rogers 

   1a Keswick Road, Orpington, BR6 0EU 

   Tel: 01689 824624 

Website:  www.allsaintsorpington.org.uk 

Daily Hope:  0800 804 8044 – A freephone service provided by the C of E 

Lay Ministers:  Pam Mercer  Tel: 01689 821171 

   Abi Hiscock    Tel: 01689 898329 

Pastoral Assistant:           Sheila Anderson  Tel: 07957 218706 

Churchwardens:  Peter Clarke  Tel: 01689 832325 

   Duncan Hellicar  Tel: 01689 871026  

Assistant Wardens: Malcolm Dixon     Tel: 01689 851767 

                                     Gill Sinclair       Tel: 01689 875702 

                                     Denis Reidy    Tel: 01689 607202 

Children and   Mandy Turner    Email: rr.turner@ntlworld.com 

Young People:  Catherine King  Email: youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com  

   Cathy Hussey  Tel:  01689 821632 

Director of Music:      Phoebe Tak Man Chow   Email:  takmanchow@gmail.com 

Parish Administrator  Karen Kelly   Tel: 01689 832031 

Church Office  Monday-Friday: 9.30 to 12.30  Closed on Wednesdays 
   Bark Hart Road, Orpington. BR6 0QD  

   Tel: 01689 832031  Email: allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 

Parochial Church Council 

 Secretary: Gill Sinclair  Tel: 01689 875702 

 Treasurer: Tim Birse   Tel: 01689 836392 

Safeguarding Officer Gill Sinclair   Tel: 01689 875702.  

Planned Giving Recorder: David Laker  Tel: 01689 834820  

Book of Remembrance: Jenni Sargent  Tel: 01689 826547 

Sacristan:  Malcolm & Vanessa Dixon:   Tel: 01689 851767  

Magazine Editor:              Gill Sinclair  Email: gillsinclair@outlook.com 

Caretaker:                         David House  Tel: 07956 101189 

Special Facilities:              Loop system for the deaf - set to position ‘T’ on hearing aids. 

                Ramp into church. Wheelchair access. Toilet for the disabled. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   SUNDAY SERVICES  8.00am Holy Communion  BCP 

    9.30am Parish Eucharist  CW 

   On certain Festivals  6.30pm Choral Evensong  BCP 

   Wednesday    10.00am Eucharist  CW 

   Monday to Friday   9.00am Morning Prayer  CW 

Major Saints’ Days as announced in the diary 

http://www.allsaintsorpington.org.uk/
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NOTICEBOARD 

 ALL SAINTS’ PRAYING FOR ALL STREETS 

This month we are praying for the following streets in the 

Parish: 

Carew Way     Hill View Road   Petten Grove 
Peckham House   Lamberhurst Close 

May the love of Jesus abide in your homes and with your families 

 

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU 

We are praying for all those whose birthdays are this month, 

especially:  

     Christine Wheeler     John Hussey 

May the light of Jesus shine through them on your Birthday 

 

 

DAILY HOPE: This is a service being provided by the 

Church of England.  When you call 0800 804 8044 you will 

be given six options to choose from, including a weekly 

service, popular hymns and traditional morning and evening 

prayer.  

 

 

 

FOLLOW OUR SERVICES:  The following link takes 

you directly to the video page of All Saints' Facebook and 

from there you can choose which video to watch. You do 

not need to have a Facebook account – 
https://www.facebook.com/AllSaintsOrpington/videos/?ref=page_internal 
 

 

 

HOME COMMUNION: - If you have been unable to 

attend church services and would like to receive Holy 

Communion, the Vicar and Lay Ministers will be able to 

bring the sacrament to you.  Please telephone the Church 

Office (01689 832031) to request a visit. 

 

 

SAINTS ALIVE! MAGAZINE 

Please send your articles for the next month’s magazine to 

Gill by Sunday 19 December 2021.   
A little earlier this month as it will need to be printed before 

Christmas.  Thank you. 

  

https://www.facebook.com/AllSaintsOrpington/videos/?ref=page_internal
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A SAVIOUR,  

NOT JUST FOR CHRISTMAS BUT ETERNAL LIFE 

Have you ever considered the absurdity of the Christmas story? God 

becomes human. Have we lived with that word so long we don’t grasp its 

contradiction? Christmas, embellished with candlelight and carol is about the 

incarnation of God. The story is filled with irony: Light enters darkness, not 

because we’ve struck a match or kindled a flame from the flint of life and steel 

of our longing. Light has invaded from beyond, unbidden. It isn’t a finite source 

like the flickering Advent and Christmas candles which will finally die when 

having consumed their wax. This is the light of a child born of God, Light 

from the eternal source of Light; light which cannot be extinguished. As its 

source is eternal, so is its power to hold darkness at bay. When the vestige 

of these candles is gone, his light will continue to shine in our darkness. 

More paradox: divine power becomes human helplessness. God has become 

human, not just veiled in flesh, as though pretending but truly human. All of 

God that can be absorbed in humanity is visible to us...  in a baby. At 

Christmas God enters human history, not amidst trumpet fanfare, the 

pageantry of royal courts gathered or the turmoil of people clamouring to 

get the best seats. No news conferences, photo-ops or front office people to 

put a spin on the events. Rather, God simply “slips in” unnoticed, in a child 

born to young parents on the road, miles away from home, the birth coming, 

like all births, on its own inconvenient yet demanding schedule.   

He is born not in a palace but in a barn. He is placed neither on down 

comforter nor embroidered sheets, certainly not in the safe environment one 

would expect essential for such a person but in a feeding trough on some 

available, if somewhat used straw. No ambassadors, heads of state or 

monarchs gather to pay respects. Just some shepherds—themselves the 

despised of the day because they were neither couth nor religiously 

observant. The one for whom all Israel longed, the fulfillment of their religious 

and political yearnings is welcomed not by the pious, righteous and elite of 

the day, but by the outcasts, the scorned, the misfit: those whom life has 

pushed to the fringe.  

It isn’t that God has a high sense of irony—though there is enough irony here 

for all of us. God has come in such a way that no one might be excluded. 

God has come for all of us, and in such a way as to be recognised by all of 

us—any who might have interest.  
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God didn’t come in anger nor filled with wrath lusting for vengeance. God 

came in goodness and loving kindness, came to us as one of us so that in this 

child you and I might become one with God, in and through him. That’s why 

the angels sing:  “Peace on earth, good will to those whom God favours”. 

And who is that? All of us—each of us. Forever we shall know of our 

acceptability because God took on human flesh. Forevermore, human life will 

be precious—all of it—not because we value it, but because God has valued 

it enough to take it on eternally: we will know that we’re the object of One 

who desperately seeks to give us what most of us spend our entire days 

searching for—life, peace, meaning, joy, purpose and hope. That’s why the 

singing, the rejoicing. God came into a world that thought itself godforsaken, 

to reveal that we are forsaken no more. 

But for many the rejoicing of this day is laced with pain. For many the joy 

simply sheds more light on their sorrow. If someone we love has died within 

this last year, if one dear to us is struggling with a terminal illness, today is a 

time of anguish and pain born of love. If we are separated from those we love 

by distance, government guidance or lack of reconciliation, today is a time of 

longing. If we are separated from ourselves because of things we simply 

cannot reconcile to ourselves—a profound sense of failure, addiction, 

ambivalence—today is a time of deep remorse and shame, a time of more 

darkness than light. 

Yet, it was for such as us as much as any that God came. It was to touch such 

pain and heal it that God entered this world in the first place. It was to fill 

our emptiness, address our lack of reconciliation and make new our times of 

failure. God took on our frailty and weakness, became open to hurt, 

disappointment and failure—even loss; in this child God experienced it all. 

Before it was over, God would live what it means to be human in every 

dimension, from its extraordinary joys and laughter, to the depth of 

abandonment, suffering and death. And when the darkness finally gathered 

about him with greatest force, set to extinguish him altogether (the cradle, 

after all, finally leads to a cross), the source from which he’d come did not 

forsake him. God invaded our reality anew, to do a new thing altogether. The 

light that first entered on this night long ago, came once again to drive out 

the darkness, transforming grave to resurrection and death to eternal life. 
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In the midst of our longing, in the shame of our failures and shadows of our 

darkness, God seeks to come again. Those who open themselves to his divine 

embrace, find peace in the midst of pain, hope in the centre of the hurt, new 

life even as this one comes to its end. Regardless of the darkness which 

surrounds us, our welcome of him brings light, light that shines in the 

darkness to state with finality the message of this day—you and I are forsaken 

no more. 

The Rev’d George M Rogers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARISH REGISTERS 

NOVEMBER 2021 

 

      BAPTISMS:  

 We extend a warm welcome into the Church Family 

 

 

        BURIAL/CREMATIONS: 

 

               We extend our love and sympathy to their family and friends 

 

  

31 October  Nathan Stewart Daniel Conlon 

21 November Lily Elizabeth Rooke 

  

Burial of Ashes – 3 November Gerald Goad (88) 

Burial of Ashes – 3 November Emily Elizabeth Burdett (92) 

Burial of Ashes – 4 November Barbara Elizabeth Werner (88) 

Burial – 5 November Constance Eileen Burrell (97) 

Burial – 9 November Kathleen Lee (69) 
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ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH  

Bark Hart Road, Orpington 

BR6 0QD 

 

 

Sunday 12 December 2021 

9.30 am 

Toy Service 

Please bring an unwrapped new toy 

for a child aged 0 to 5 years 

supported by 

Petts Wood PlayGroup 

 

Petts Wood Playgroup (www.pwpg.org.uk) provides a free 

pre-school education for children from birth to five years 

with physical disabilities, developmental delay, behavioural 

and social problems.  

 

If you would like to drop a toy into All Saints’ at a different 

time, please contact our parish office (01689 832031 – 

allsaintsorpington@gmail.com) or go to our website 

(www.allsaintsorpington.org.uk)  Any toys that are given for 

an older-aged child will be given to the playgroup to 

distribute to siblings of their children. 
  

http://www.pwpg.org.uk/
mailto:allsaintsorpington@gmail.com
http://www.allsaintsorpington.org.uk/
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THE STORY BEHIND THE HYMN 

“Once in Royal David’s City” 

 

One of the Christmas traditions celebrated by many 

persons in the English-speaking world is to tune in on 

Christmas Eve, either on radio or television, to the Festival 

of Nine Lessons and Carols, originating from King’s College, 

Cambridge. This tradition began in 1918, was first 

broadcast in 1928, and is now heard by millions around the 

world. 

In 1919, Arthur Henry Mann, organist at King’s College 

(1876-1929), introduced an arrangement of “Once in Royal David’s City” as 

the processional hymn for the service.  

The author of this text, Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895), was born in 

Dublin, Ireland, and began writing in verse from an early age. She became so 

adept that by the age of 22, several of her hymn texts made it into the 

hymnbook of the Church of Ireland. Alexander [née Humphreys] married 

William Alexander, both a clergyman and a poet in his own right who later 

became the bishop of the Church of Ireland in Derry and later archbishop. 

Aside from her prolific hymn writing, Mrs. Alexander gave much of her life 

to charitable work and social causes, something rather rare for women of 

her day. 

“Once in Royal David’s City” first appeared in her collection, Hymns for Little 

Children (1848), in six verses. This particular text was included with others as 

a means to musically and poetically teach the catechism. It is based on the 

words of the Apostles’ Creed, “Born of the Virgin Mary,” and is in six verses 

of six lines each. Even though this text is included in the Christmas liturgical 

sections of most hymnals, the narrative painted by Alexander truly relates to 

the entire “youth” of Christ and not just his birth. 

This is one of Alexander’s most narrative and vivid texts, shattering 

perceptions of the picturesque Nativity with the realities of the lowly stable, 

and the weak and dependent baby. The hymn’s controversial nature comes 

from the language expressing the cultural patronising of children during the 

Victorian era (words such as “little,” “weak” and “helpless” are ones found 

particularly appalling in a 21st-century context).  

In the spirit of the Romantic poetic era, Alexander speculates in verse three 

that Jesus was “little, weak, and helpless” when there is no biblical account 

to support this.   
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To the contrary, the one biblical witness we have of Jesus’ boyhood in Luke 

2:41-52 indicates that he strayed from his parents and caused quite a stir in 

the temple when teachers “who heard him were amazed at his wisdom and 

his answers.” (Luke 2:47) 

One could make a case that Alexander’s third verse was more concerned 

with supporting Victorian child-rearing principles—children as submissive 

and “seen, but not heard”—rather than providing an accurate account of 

Jesus’ life. On the other hand, the child who is God incarnate surely felt the 

human and childlike feelings that all children face. 

The final verse moves from actual childhood to a metaphorical family in which 

we are all children of God. The poet explores the paradox that this “child, 

so dear and gentle” is actually the “Lord in heaven” who “leads his children 

on the place where he has gone.” 

The original final verse explores another paradox—the 

journey from the “lowly stable” to a place “at God’s right 

hand.” The little child who sings this song then joins the 

throngs in heaven who will shine “like stars”: 

 

1. Once in royal David's city 

stood a lowly cattle shed, 

where a mother laid her baby 

in a manger for his bed: 

Mary was that mother mild, 

Jesus Christ, her little child. 

2. He came down to earth from heaven 

who is God and Lord of all; 

and his shelter was a stable 

and his cradle was a stall: 

with the poor and mean and lowly 

lived on earth our Saviour holy. 

 

3. And through all his wondrous childhood 

he would honour and obey, 

love and watch the gentle mother 

in whose tender arms he lay: 

Christian children all should be 

kind, obedient, good as he. 

4. For he is our childhood's pattern: 

day by day like us he grew, 

he was little, weak and helpless, 

tears and smiles like us he knew; 

and he feels for all our sadness, 

and he shares in all our gladness. 

 

 

5. And our eyes at last shall see him, 

through his own redeeming love, 

for that child so dear and gentle 

is our Lord in heaven above; 

and he leads his children on 

to the place where he is gone. 

6. Not in that poor lowly stable 

with the oxen standing by, 

we shall see him, but in heaven, 

set at God's right hand on high; 

there his children gather round 

bright like stars, with glory crowned. 
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Daily Hope 

0800 804 8044 
 

We are sorry but we can no longer offer extracts from our Wednesday and 

Sunday services on the telephone due to the company that provides the 

service ceasing to trade. 

We can however now offer a new service being provided by the Church of 

England called “Daily Hope”.   All calls are free and there are several options 

to choose from.   When you call the number above, you will hear a message 

from Archbishop Justin Welby.  You then have six options to choose from, 

as follows: 

Press 1  Hymns we love 

  Each day you can listen to one of 16 different hymns and  

  explore the story behind the hymn 

Press 2  Hymn Line 

  Includes a series of hymns to listen to on a loop 

Press 3  Songs of Faith 

Seven different reflections on wonderful hymns, one for each day 

of the week – by Andrew Wellman from the Salvation Army 

Press 4  Chair exercises on the Phone 

This will help keep you physically fit in the comfort of your own 

home 

Press 5  Church of England weekly service 

Press 5  Traditional Daily Morning and Evening Prayer 

We hope that you will make use of this service, and please let me have your 

views. 

Gill Sinclair 
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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
 

 

 

 

Firstly, I would like to thank everyone who has supported the magazine 

over the past year.  I am sure our readers have enjoyed your articles 

as much as I have. 

Secondly, I wish to give my thanks to Geoffrey Dawson who very 

kindly took up my challenge to produce a picture for the front cover 

of this month’s magazine, together with a picture for the pull-out 

Christmas Messages in the centre pages.  I think you will agree, that he 

more than met the challenge.  Thank you Geoffrey. 

Enclosed with this month’s magazine, you will see the usual 
subscription form.  Please complete and return this form, together 

with your payment, so that we can arrange for your magazine to be 

either posted, distributed, emailed or left on the table for you to 

collect. 

Keep sending me your articles…..and here’s to 2022. 

 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE 

CHRISTMAS CARDS – As we are unable to deliver any cards that 

are not collected, instead of leaving cards for your friends in Church, 
we have left a large Christmas card on the magazine table (a much 

greener option).   If you would like to sign the card and leave a 

donation in the box, we will ensure that all monies collected are given 

to our chosen charity this year - The Children’s Society. 
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Live-In Home Care 
 

We are a family owned and run agency specialising in 

live-in care, with over 30 years experience in the care 

sector.  

  

We offer an alternative to residential care, providing our 

clients with one to one live-in care, enabling them to 

remain in the comfort and security of their own home. 
  

We are based in Tunbridge Wells, Kent and provide live-in 

services to clients in the local areas of Kent and Sussex. 

 

 

  

 

Tel: 01892 518400  

www.bespokecarecompany.co.uk 
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PHILIP MOSETTIG 

HANDYMAN  

NO JOB  TOO SMALL 

FREE QUOTE  

GENERAL HOUSEHOLD 

MAINTENANCE  

PAINTING & DECORATING 

GARDENING  

HONEST AND RELIABLE 

  

TEL 07504519586 

philipmosettig@yahoo.co.uk 

P A C E Y’s 
The Garden Shop 

Garden Machinery and Tools 

Sales and Servicing. 

71 Chislehurst Rd, Orpington,  
BR6 0DQ 

FREE collection and delivery 

01689 834208 
Email: info@paceymowers.co.uk 

mailto:info@paceymowers.co.uk
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25th December: The man who married Mary 

The traditional Nativity scene on our Christmas cards has Mary 

with the Holy Babe. Around her are the shepherds and Magi. 

We may also see stable animals, angels and a star! While Joseph 

is often included, his presence seems to be of minor 

importance.  

After all, we praise God for Jesus with our familiar Christmas carols, 

mentioning angels, shepherds, Wise Men and Mary but the name of Joseph is 

absent! Why is Joseph given a low profile?  For he is a man to be remembered. 

Joseph was a resident of Nazareth. He worked as a carpenter and his skills 

would have included making furniture, repairing buildings and crafting 

agricultural tools. Although Joseph had an honourable profession, he would 

not have been a man of great wealth. 

The gospel writers Matthew and Luke give Joseph a few brief mentions. After 

the birth of Jesus, Joseph and Mary go to the temple in Jerusalem to dedicate 

the Baby to God. Afterwards, they flee into Egypt to escape the wrath of 

Herod and much later return to Nazareth.  12 years later, Mary and Joseph 

go with Jesus to Jerusalem for the Passover feast. Here they lose Jesus, only 

to find Him in the Temple talking with religious leaders! 

We also know that Joseph was someone who quietly and humbly took on 

the awesome role in caring for the early life of the Son of God. Joseph would 

have taught Jesus many things – not just the skills of a labourer, but the lore 

of the countryside which was evident in our Lord’s teaching. Jesus grew up 

within a loving family and described God as ‘Father’, knowing also the good 

fatherly qualities of Joseph. 

In the Christmas story, Joseph is placed into a situation that brought him 

misunderstanding and suspicion. But Joseph remained faithful in the 

knowledge that as long as God had spoken, the opinion of others mattered 

little.  

In the eyes of the world, Joseph was a nobody. He was not a man of valour, 

fame and fortune. But he was the one who had parental responsibility for the 

greatest person who has ever lived! 

It is sad that we often equate ordinariness with ineffectiveness. Down the 

ages, God has used many ordinary people to accomplish great things. God 

continues to use ordinary people. Like Joseph, we need to know that doing 

God’s will is the most important thing in life. May we, this Christmas, respond 

to God’s call to us and please Him in all that we do. 
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES 

 

Sunday Clubs 

 
 

 

Young Saints 
 

    For all children and young people 

9.30 a.m in the hall 
 

Join us as we have fun learning about Jesus, the Bible 

and Church.  We sing, play games, make things, cook 

and pray together. 

 

 

 

     There is a creche for babies and very young children. 
 

 

Contact: Catherine King or Val Pickering 

  Email: youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 
 

 

Youth Group for Secondary School Children 
Join us as we learn and discuss how the Bible is relevant 

to our everyday lives. 
 

Contact: Mandy Turner 

  Email: rr.turner@ntlworld.com  
 

 All groups come into church in time to join the congregation at the altar to 

receive a communion or blessing and join their parents. 

  

mailto:youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com
mailto:rr.turner@ntlworld.com
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ALL SAINTS’ PARISH CHURCH  

MONTHLY CALENDAR – DECEMBER 2021 

(PLEASE NOTE:  Events can be added or cancelled at short notice  

so please remember to check the weekly pew sheet) 

 

Every Week:  Monday to Friday, 9.00 am - Morning Prayer 

   Monday to Friday, 5.00 pm – Evening Prayer 

   Friday, 7.30 pm – Choir Practice 
 

Wed 1 10.00 am  Midweek Eucharist, followed by Morning Coffee 

Thurs 2 10.00 am Tots 

  10.00 am Gardening Group (Churchyard) 

  5.30 pm Vocal Teaching (Choir Vestry) – until 8.30 pm 

  7.30 pm Zoom Advent Book Study 

Fri 3 10.00 am Advent Book Study (Church) 

Sat 4 10.00 am  Contemplative Prayer (Church) 

 

Sun 5 Second Sunday of Advent 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Eucharist 

  3.30 pm Choral Evensong 

 

Tues 7 10.00 am Sunny Kids Pre-school Nativity (Church) 

Wed 8 10.00 am  Midweek Eucharist followed by Morning Coffee 

Thurs 9 10.00 am Tots 

  10.00 am Gardening Group (Churchyard) 

  11.30 am U3A Choir Rehearsal (Church) – until 1.00 pm 

  2.00 pm Focus Christmas Get Together (Church) 

  5.30 pm Vocal Teaching (Choir Vestry) – until 8.30 pm 

  7.30 pm Zoom Advent Book Study 

Fri 10 10.00 am Advent Book Study (Church) 

  7.00 pm Valentine & Turner’s Memorial Service 

 

Sun 12 Third Sunday of Advent 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parade Eucharist & Toy Service 
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   ALL 
SAINTS’ 
 

 

 

Our Church Family’s 
Christmas Messages 2021 
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I wish all my friends at All Saints’ and all 
our readers a very Happy Christmas and 
a peaceful, healthy and prosperous New 
Year.             With love from Gill 
 

 

 

 
 

Jean and Paul wish you all a very Happy 
Christmas and peaceful New Year. 
 

 

 

 
Sally and Gerald wish all their friends at 
All Saints’ a Peaceful and Blessed 
Christmas and a Happy and Healthy 
New Year 
 

 

 
 

 
Elizabeth & Brian wish all our friends 
Peace and Joy this Christmas and every 
blessing for the New Year. 

 

 

 

Sending warmest Christmas Greetings to 
all my friends at All Saints and wishing 
you all a Very Happy and Healthy New 
Year.  With My Love Margaret Stewart. 
 

 

 

 
Wishing all my friends a happy 
Christmas and a happy and healthy New 
Year.   With love, Alice Smith 
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I wish all my kind friends at All 
Saints a very happy Christmas and a 
healthy and peaceful New Year,  
with my love, from Marion 
Cunningham. 
 

 

 
 

 
Wishing peace and joy at Christmas 
and throughout the coming year to 
all my friends at All Saints.     Mary 
Hart    
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Greetings from a blisteringly hot 
summer day in Zimbabwe as we 
await the storms that are 
predicted in the next few 
days.  We continue to be blown 
away by the faithful and 
generous support of All Saints 
for the Hobbs family here in 
Zim, and wanted to send you 
our warmest wishes for a 
wonderful Christmas as we 
celebrate the birth of our Lord 
and Saviour. Thank you for 
your love, support and prayers 
from us and The Michael Project 
team.   

Helen, Dave,  
Emily and Jessie  xx 
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The Meaning of Christingle 
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Tues 14 7.00 pm All Saints’ Community Carol Service 

Wed 15 10.00 am Midweek Eucharist followed by Morning Coffee 

Thurs 16 10.00 am Tots  

  10.00 am Gardening Group (Churchyard) 

  5.30 pm Vocal Teaching (Choir Vestry) – until 8.30 pm 

  7.30 pm Zoom Advent Book Study 

Fri 17 10.00 am Blenheim School Carol Concert 

  1.00 pm Advent Book Study (Church) 

Sat 18 10.00 am Lectio Divina (Church) 

 

Sun 19 Fourth Sunday of Advent 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Eucharist 

  6.30 pm Nine Lessons and Carols 

 

Wed 22 10.00 am  Midweek Eucharist followed by Morning Coffee 

Fri 24 CHRISTMAS EVE 

  4.00 pm Christingle Service 

  11.00 pm Carols by Choir 

  11.30 pm Midnight Mass 

 

Sat 25 CHRISTMAS DAY 

  9.00 am Holy Communion 

  10.00 am Christmas Day Eucharist 

 

Sun 26 First Sunday of Christmas (St Stephen) 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Eucharist 

 

Wed 29 10.00 am  Midweek Eucharist followed by Morning Coffee 

 

 

Forthcoming Events 

There will be no Choral Evensong in January. 
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES  

  

Throughout the week 

  

 
   All Saints’ Tots 
   A friendly and fun group for babies, toddlers and their parents, 

   grandparents and carers.  

  

We meet every Thursday in term time between 10.00-11.30am. 

  

Come and find us at the back of the Church to have a cuppa and a chat whilst the 

little ones play.  

  

Contact: Cathy Hussey - Tel: 01689 821632  

  

    

   Guiding  
   Meet in the Church Hall 

  

  

Rangers     (14 - 18 years)  Alternate Wednesdays  

Guides     (10 - 15 years)  7.30-9.00pm  

Brownies   (7 - 10 ½ years)  6.00-7.30pm  

  

Contact: Division Commissioner:  Jenny Wilkins -  01689 830844 

 

   Scouting 2nd Orpington Scout Group  
   Meet at 50a Court Road 

  

Explorers (14 - 18 years)  Thursday 

Scouts        (10½ - 14 years)  Wednesday & Friday 

Cubs          (8 - 10½ years)      Monday & Tuesday 

Beavers      (6 - 8 years)  Tuesday & Wednesdayp 

  

Contact: via website   www.2nd.orp.org.uk 

 

  

mailto:-%20cathy-hussey@ntlworld.com
http://www.2nd.orp.org.uk/
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25th December:      Christmas and St Luke’s Gospel 

It is to St Luke’s wonderful gospel that many Christians turn 

as the year draws to a close and Christmas approaches, for 

it is to St Luke that we owe the fullest account of the 

nativity.   

Luke alone tells us the story of Mary and the angel’s visit to 

her, and has thus given the Church the wonderful Magnificat 

of Mary.   

Luke alone tells us the story of Simeon’s hymn of praise, 

thus giving us the wonderful Nunc Dimmittis. Imagine an Anglican evensong 

without the Nunc Dimmittis.   

Luke alone tells us the story of how the angels appeared to the shepherds 

and how the shepherds then visited the infant Jesus. So – imagine Christmas 

cards and nativity scenes every year without the shepherds arriving to visit 

baby Jesus. Imagine school nativity plays without our children dressed as 

shepherds or sheep. So – thank you, Luke! 

What makes it so amazing is that Luke was not a Jew! The man who wrote 

the fullest nativity story, and indeed more of the New Testament than any 

other single person, was a Gentile! 

25th December: Thank Dickens for Christmas 

as you know it! 

Ever wonder where many of our Christmas traditions 

come from? A surprising amount of our modern 

Christmas celebrations can be traced back to the well-

loved story of ‘A Christmas Carol’, by Charles Dickens.   

When you read ‘A Christmas Carol’, you discover 

almost a template of the ‘ideal Christmas’ which we still hold dear today. 

Dickens seems to have selected the best of the Christmas celebrations of his 

day and packaged them in such a way as to give us traditions that we could 

accommodate and treasure – more than a century later.    

So, for instance, in A Christmas Carol, Christmas is a family day, with a family-

centred feast.  In a home decorated with holly and candles the characters 

enjoy a roast turkey, followed by Christmas pudding. They give their loved 

ones presents.  

And all the while outside, there is snow and frost, while church bells ring, and 

carol singers sing, and hope for mulled wine. In ‘A Christmas Carol’ there is 

even a Father Christmas – in the shape of Christmas Present.  
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COMMUNITY CAROL SERVICE 

 

This is a traditional carol service which also gives thanks for all who serve 

the people of Bromley borough, whether in their elected offices, or their 

work; employed or voluntary.  The service is on Tuesday 14th December at 

7 pm and will be attended by the Mayor of Bromley, Councillor Russell L 

Mellor.  The collection will go to the mayor’s charities which this year are 

The Beckenham Parochial Charity and The Shipwrecked Mariners Society.  

We are delighted that the children from Blenheim school choir will sing some 

carols for us again this year. The service will be followed by seasonal 

refreshments.  

All are welcome - please invite all voluntary organisations that you know of 

or are involved with who work so hard every year for local people. 

Jean Reeve 

 

 

 

 

WHY IT IS HARD TO PARK YOUR  

        CAR IN THE GARAGE 

 

 

It is not your fault: the bestselling modern cars have become bigger by 

about up to a third.  A comparison of the most popular models sold in 1965 

and 2020 had found that most popular modern models have expanded from 

59 inches (1.5m) in width to 71 inches (1.8m) in width. Their length has gone 

from 153.5 inches (3.9m) to 169 inches (4.3m).  The most popular 2020 

model, the Ford Fiesta, has a width of 66 inches (1.7m). 

 

Yet the average garage door is still only 82 inches wide (2.1m), often leaving 

just six inches (15cm) each side of the vehicle.  
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Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also [Matthew 6:21] 

STEWARDSHIP UPDATE 

During October/November we held our Stewardship Campaign and we 

share the results of the campaign below. 

• There were 162 households contacted who received the brochure and 

response form. 

• We had 51 who responded of which 41 were already in the stewardship 

scheme. 

• We are pleased to confirm that 6 people joined the stewardship scheme 

and this means that we currently have 72 current members. 

This is not just about money – there is time and talents that should be 

considered.  During the campaign we received one response from somebody 

who would like to join the Servers Team.  There are several other teams 

that require help.  Below is just some of the ways in which you could consider 

assisting our church to grow: 

Tea/Coffee 

To assist in serving refreshments after the 9.30 a.m Sunday service and special 

events 

Christmas Card  

To help distribute our Church Christmas Card annually.  We deliver a card 

to every home in the parish 

Youth Work 

To help the youth leaders at Sunday School and other social events 

Altar Preparation 

To arrange the special Christmas and Easter scenes under the altar 

Please speak to George, the Churchwardens or a member of the Stewardship 

Team for more information. 

Thank you  
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THREE SIMPLE TIPS FOR STAYING ARGUMENT 

FREE IN YOUR FAMILY THIS CHRISTMAS 

 

For many of us, the lure of a ‘perfect’ Christmas lurks in our subconscious. 

Advertisers play into this desire for serving the best food, the home looking 

super cosy and festive and everyone wonderfully ‘suited and booted’.  

The reality of Christmas is, of course, always different. It often involves 

anxiety, tensions and arguments in between the stockings and the crackers. 

The pressures may be even greater after last year’s Christmas in lockdown 

and the threat of shortages this year. So here are three simple tips to help 

you avoid some of the stress and have a happier time as a family this 

Christmas. 

Firstly, share - and maybe reset - some of your expectations with family 

members. It’s so easy to go on autopilot, and play the usual roles at 

Christmas, whatever they look like in your family. This often leaves one 

person - often Mum - carrying the burden of it all.  

Instead, sit down for a few minutes with your other half and talk about your 

expectations. What would both of you like your celebration to be, and what 

don’t you both want to happen? Having this kind of simple conversation gets 

a lot into the open and will enable you to plan together and share ideas too.  

Secondly, be proactive. If you’re the one who generally organises and does the 

shopping, wrapping, cooking etc, be proactive and ask for help and support. 

You may have to accept that others do things differently, and maybe not up 

to your standards, but a team effort gets everyone involved as well as 

spreading the load (even sulky teenagers will usually do their bit when asked.) 

If you’re the partner of the chief organiser, then be proactive in offering 

support. Tip: instead of saying: “Do you need any help?” (Where the answer 

is often “I’m ok…”) Ask: “What can I do to help today?” 

Thirdly, deal with the little things before they become big things. Our natural 

ways of handling conflict often work against us, and instead make conflict 

worse. Conflict avoiders will try to avoid awkward conversations and get 

prickly and defensive. The rhinos will charge in and shout. Whether you’re 

more like a hedgehog or rhino in an argument, try instead to nip problems in 

the bud by recognising your own rising feelings and finding positive solutions 

together: “I’m feeling upset about ...what can we do differently?”   

Christine Daniel is a speaker for FamilyLife UK  
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NEW FOR 2022 
CONTEMPLATIVE PRAYER ON FRIDAYS 

 A few of us have been meeting twice monthly on a Saturday morning for 

Lectio Divina and Contemplative Prayer. This practice came out of a diocesan 

initiative originally called ‘Rhythm of Life’ and later ‘Life Together’. We were 

one of a number of parishes chosen to take part. We were asked to establish 

a group to meet together regularly for prayer, inspired by the Benedictine 

tradition of our cathedral’s foundation. There was a launch meeting at the St. 

Benedict’s Centre at West Malling, followed by a couple of report back 

sessions. We were given a lot of flexibility around what form our prayer 

groups would take. 

 

As the Church of England faces very 

challenging times, we need to grow 

together. It is good to keep in mind 

that our life as a parish, a diocese, and 

a church, should to be drawing us 

together, rather than fragmenting. So, 

as you may be able to see from the 

photo of the launch literature, it’s 

about deepening our relationship with 

God: ‘Life Together’ expressed in the 

principles of stability, obedience and 

change (sometimes called ‘Conversion 

of Life’). 

 

Those of us who have been involved in the Saturday morning prayers 

together have found these times enormously helpful, and we should love 

more of you to join us. Becoming ‘rooted’ and nurturing our relationship 

with God through silent prayer helps us to grow as individuals, but will also 

nurture our life as a parish and enable All Saints’ to grow. However, Saturday 

mornings are not convenient for everyone, so from the start of 2022 we’ll 

be moving to Fridays. We’ll keep to our pattern of contemplative prayer on 

the first Friday of each month and Lectio Divina on the third Friday. These 

sessions will start at 9-30 am, following Morning Prayer, but will not be live 

streamed. Thomas Merton, who wrote extensively about contemplative 

prayer said, ‘The only way to get rid of misconceptions about contemplation 

is to experience it’. Do come and join us! 

Vanessa Dixon 
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FOCUS 

 

 
At the November meeting our speaker, Christine Hellicar, gave us a 

fascinating insight into the life of The Rev. William Townley, Orpington’s 

“turbulent priest” (1816 – 1844). There were many stories surrounding his 

eccentric behaviour whilst vicar at All Saints’ and St. Mary Cray churches, but 

after extensive research Christine discovered that he continued to cause 

trouble for about 10 years after his death in 1847. This was the result of an 

extensive and determined quest to trace the beneficiary of the surprisingly 

large financial legacy of £54,000 that he left behind. The search threw up a 

complicated web of ancestry as well as discovering that his claim to a 

Cambridge qualification  was in actual fact false. Eventually an heir was found 

as the mystery of his upbringing unfolded. 

William’s mother, Martha, died aged 90 and is buried in the churchyard at All 

Saints and William’s tomb lies beneath the floor of the nave in the old church. 

Joy Nettleton 

 

 

FOOTNOTE:  Focus was formed some 60 years ago when it was originally 

called Young Wives. 

We have lost many members in recent years for various reasons and we 

hope to enlist new members to help build Focus to its previous success. 

We encourage anyone wishing to join to give input as to how we can move 

forward by suggesting visiting speakers and trips to places of interest. 

If you wish to join us, please speak to Anne Spencer who will be more than 

happy to discuss it further. 

 

 
 

JULIA JEFFERY 

 

Julia is now happily settled in a care home.  If you wish to keep in contact 

with her, please speak to Maggie Dawson who has her new details.  
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YOUNG SAINTS 

 

Over the last two months, Young Saints has continued to meet 

weekly on Sunday mornings with a varied programme of games, 

craft and outdoor activities to support our teaching. The activity 

is usually based on the weekly readings but sometimes we mix it 

up to accommodate other ideas. 

Games have included ‘Pin the children at Jesus’ feet’ linking with the teaching 

of Jesus saying “Let the children come,” and ‘Racing fish’ using newspaper to 

fan fish to remind us of how the fishermen left their nets to follow Jesus. The 

children loved these showing that some of the oldest games are still the best!    

One week we went for a walk to explore the outside of the church. This 

involved spotting different shapes, blocked doors and different types of cross 

as well as learning about the history of our church. 

We made pumpkin lanterns to remind us of Jesus, how he cleanses our hearts 

and puts his light there to shine for him. 

CATHERINE KING  
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The current needs of the Foodbank are as follows: 

Tinned Carrots (urgent)   /   Cooking Sauce    

Tinned Fish   /   Tinned Vegetables 

Tinned Potatoes /   Size 5 & 5+ Nappies 

 

 

 
 

We are also looking for Christmas items as follows: 

Mince Pies   /   Yule Logs   /   Christmas Sweets (tubs or small) 

Christmas Cake (small)   /   Christmas Biscuits (large or small) 

Christmas Puddings (Medium/Small) 

 

Please ensure these are dated 26th December or after  

otherwise they will not be able to go in our Christmas Hampers 

 

Thank you for your continued support 
 

Vanessa Dixon 
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COFFEE BREAK SUDOKU 
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CHILDREN’S CORNER 
 

 
 

A CHRISTMAS WORDSEARCH 
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THE LIGHTER SIDE 

 
Camels 

In Jane’s Christmas drawing, two of the camels were approaching the inn, 

over which was pictured a large star.  The third camel and its rider were 

going directly away from it. “Why is the third man going in a different 

direction?” her mother asked. Jane replied: “Oh, he’s looking for a place to 

park.” 

New bank  

Mother decided that ten-year old Cathy should get something ‘practical’ for 

Christmas.  “Suppose we open a savings account for you?” she suggested.  

Cathy was delighted. “It’s your account, darling,” mother said as they arrived 

at the bank, “so you fill out the application.” Cathy was doing fine until she 

came to the space for ‘Name of your former bank.’   

After a slight hesitation, she put down ‘Piggy’. 

Angel tidings 

The little boy was to be an angel in the Christmas play and his one line was: 

“Behold, I bring you good tidings.”  He asked what tidings were and his 

mother explained that the word meant news. 

On the night of the play, the youngster had stage fright and, after a long 

silence, blurted out: “Hey, have I got news for you!” 

Red Wagon 

It was the Sunday after Christmas.  Father John was looking at the nativity 

scene prior to packing away the figures when he noticed the baby Jesus was 

missing from the scene. Immediately, Father John turned towards the vicarage 

in order to call the police. But as he was about to do so, he saw little Harry 

with a red wagon, and in the wagon was the figure of the little infant, Jesus.  

Father John walked up to Harry and said, 'Well, Harry, where did you get the 

little infant?'  

Harry replied honestly, 'I took him from the church, Father John.'  

'And why did you take him?'  

With a sheepish smile, Harry said, 'Well, about a week before Christmas I 

prayed to little Lord Jesus. I told him if he would bring me a red wagon for 

Christmas, I would give him a ride around the block in it.' 

Ketchup 

A curious thing is the ketchup bottle…….……First a little and then a lottle!  
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GROUPS AND SOCIETIES 

Choir Practice This takes place on Fridays at 7.30 pm  
(except August) 

 
Bible Reading Fellowship BRF Notes are available on request. 

Contact: Maggie Dawson - 01689 823857 
 

Children’s Society Contact: Anne Spencer - 01689 601753 
 

Gardening Group This group meets on Thursdays at 10.00 am 

until 12.30 pm (weather permitting). 
Contact: Dave House - 01689 828037 

 
Church Mission Society Contact: Richard Newson - 01689 821445 

 
Midweek Communion This takes place every Wednesday at 10 am in 

the Old Church followed by refreshments 
 

Focus This group is open to all women and meet on 
the second Thursday of each month at 2 pm 

in the Old Church 
Contact:  Anne Spencer - 01689 601753 

 
Julian Group This group is open to all and meet on the third 

Tuesday of each month at 2 pm  
Contact: Vanessa Dixon - 01689 851767 
 

Out of Focus This social group is open to all men and meet 
approximately  every two months to chat and 

arrange outings 
Contact: David House - 01689 828037 

 
St Michael’s Guild The guild decorate the Church throughout 

the year including weddings and funerals. They 
can arrange pedestals for members of the 

congregation to celebrate an anniversary, 
birthday or in memory of a loved one. 

Contact:  Margaret Lovett - 01689 831667 
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