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PHILIP MOSETTIG 

HANDYMAN  

NO JOB  TOO SMALL 

FREE QUOTE  

GENERAL HOUSEHOLD 

MAINTENANCE  

PAINTING & DECORATING 

GARDENING  

HONEST AND RELIABLE 

  

TEL 07504519586 

philipmosettig@yahoo.co.uk 
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 PUTTING YOUR CARE FIRST 

As a family run company with over 60 years experience in the Care 
industry, we feel we have the knowledge and expertise to support you 
and your loved ones with all your home care needs from a little extra 

help with the shopping to full time live in care. 
To see how we can help care for you: 

Email us: info@silverbirchhealthcare.co.uk 

Call us: 01689 414689 

  

BROMLEY VALLEY GYMNASTICS CENTRE 
  

Chipperfield Road, St Pauls Cray, Kent.  BR5 2QR 
  

GYM TOTS 
A physical activity with the emphasis on fun!  For children 1 – 4 years. 

45 minute sessions supervised by British Gymnastics qualified coaches. 
Sessions run Monday to Thursday, 1pm and 2pm.  Also Saturday 9am & 10 am 

Under 3’s (once walking), children must be accompanied by parent/carer. 

Over 3’s work only with coaches, parents can watch from the viewing area. 
  

AFTER SCHOOL GYMNASTICS CLASSES 
Boys & Girls recreational gymnastics classes available from 4 pm throughout the week and 

on Saturdays.  1 hour sessions taught by British Gymnastics qualified coaches. 

  
SENIORS CLASS 

A low impact Keep-Fit class for the over 60’s among us. 
No machines, just physical fun with tea and biscuits to finish! 

Why not come and join our friendly class?  
No commitment, £3 a session. 

  

For more Information please call 0208 300 5964. 
Visit our website:  www.bromleyvalley.co.uk 
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FULL DRY CLEANING, LAUNDRY AND ALTERATION 

SERVICE 

FREE REMOVAL AND REHANGING SERVICE WITH 

ALL CURTAINS CLEANED 

  

TELEPHONE: 01689 828149 
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ORPINGTON PARISH CHURCH 
  

Top of Church Hill (off High Street). Other entrances and car parks in Bark Hart Rd 

Follow us on Facebook at All Saints’ Orpington. 

  

Vicar:  The Rev’d George M Rogers 

   1a Keswick Road, Orpington, BR6 0EU 

   Tel: 01689 824624 

Website:  www.allsaintsorpington.org.uk 

Lay Ministers:  Pam Mercer  Tel: 01689 821171 
   Abi Hiscock    Tel: 01689 898329   
                 Email: abigail.hiscock@mail2web.com 
Pastoral Assistant:           Sheila Anderson  Tel: 07957 218706 

Churchwardens:  John Pentlow  Tel: 01689 815772  

   Duncan Hellicar  Tel: 01689 871026  

Assistant Wardens: Malcolm Dixon     Tel: 01689 851767 

                                     Gill Sinclair       Tel: 01689 875702 

                                     Denis Reidy    Tel: 01689 607202 

Children and   Mandy Turner    Email: rr.turner@ntlworld.com 

Young People:  Catherine King  Email: youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com  

   Cathy Hussey  Tel:  01689 821632 

Director of Music:      Phoebe Tak Man Chow   Email:  takmanchow@gmail.com 

Parish Administrator  Karen Kelly   Tel: 01689 832031 

Church Office  Monday-Friday: 9.30 to 12.30  Closed on Wednesdays 

   Bark Hart Road, Orpington. BR6 0QD  

   Tel: 01689 832031  Email: allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 

Parochial Church Council 

 Secretary: Gill Sinclair  Tel: 01689 875702 

 Treasurer: Tim Birse   Tel: 01689 836392 

Safeguarding Officer Gill Sinclair   Tel: 01689 875702.  

Planned Giving Recorder: David Laker  Tel: 01689 834820  

Book of Remembrance: Jenni Sargent  Tel: 01689 826547 

Sacristan:  Malcolm & Vanessa Dixon:   Tel: 01689 851767  

Magazine Editor:              Gill Sinclair  Email: gillsinclair@outlook.com 

Business Manager:             Gerald Holmes  Contact via Parish Office 

Print Manager:              Gerald Holmes  01689 829322  

Special Facilities: Loop system for the deaf - set to position T on hearing aids. 

   Ramp into church. Wheelchair. Toilet for the disabled. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

   SUNDAY SERVICES  8.00am Holy Communion  BCP 

    9.30am Parish Eucharist  CW 

   On certain Festivals  6.30pm Choral Evensong  BCP 
   Wednesday    10.00am Eucharist  CW 

   Monday to Friday   9.00am Morning Prayer  CW 

Major Saints’ Days as announced in the diary 
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NOTICEBOARD 
  

 ALL SAINTS’ PRAYING FOR ALL STREETS 

This month we are praying for the following streets in the Parish: 

       Badgers Copse          Eldred Drive & Lodge Close 
      Melbourne Close      St Aubyns Gardens 

May the love of Jesus abide in your homes and with your families 

 

  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU 

We are praying for all those whose birthdays are this month, 

especially:  

                                Tim Mercer 

May the light of Jesus shine through you on your Birthday 

 

 ANY CHURCH MEMBER IN NEED OF HELP please 

contact John Pentlow who will try to co-ordinate help for you. 

 

 GOOD NEWS: The Church is now open for Eucharist services 

on Sundays at 9.30 a.m, and Wednesdays at 10 a.m. The church 

is also open for Morning Prayer on Mondays to Fridays at 9.00 

a.m.  We will also be resuming the 8 a.m Eucharist on Sundays as 

from 16 August.  Please use the main church entrance to enter 

the building. 

 

 URGENT NOTE – Last month it was reported that the free 

TV Licence for the over 75s had been extended until next year.  

Please note that this was an error, and the free Licence has been 

extended to 31 July 2020.   Apologies for the confusion. 

 

 THE CHURCHYARD GROUP is back and ready for action 

on Thursday mornings.  Any help would be greatly appreciated.  

If you are interested in helping please meet in the churchyard at 

10 a.m.  Please bring your own refreshments.  Any queries please 

contact Dave House on 07956 101189. 

  



8 

 

GO FISH 

Jesus tells us the kingdom of heaven is like many ordinary things actualising the 
potential for growth that they have, to fulfil the purposes willed for them by God: 

like the tiniest seed blossoming into a magnificent tree that many of God’s 
creatures can enjoy. Then, by using the examples of the seeker of buried treasure 

and the pearl merchant, Jesus tells us that the kingdom of heaven is like seeking 
growth. Growth entails risk and sacrifice. The spiritual growth in Christ that we 

seek is preceded by personal risk and sacrifice—taking up our crosses daily and 
following him; but Jesus tells us that this sacrifice yields an exponential profit that 

erases the pangs of loss from memory, and reinscribes and impregnates our lives 
with new meaning and purpose.   

Using the example of the fisherman’s net, Jesus tells us what the kingdom of 
heaven is like at the end of the age. Like the fish that are caught in the net, the 

good are preserved, but the bad are thrown out, and that this is what will happen 
to us—God’s Creation—at the end of the age… the good will be resurrected to 
eternal life, and the bad to eternal death. The kingdom of heaven is like many 

things: but these things only find their value and meaning when defined by the 
correct purpose—that of having Jesus Christ at their centre. 

We disciples have a purpose: to be vigilant for Christ’s return which marks the 
end of the age, and during this vigilance, to walk in the way of the Cross and 

baptise in the name of the Holy Trinity to the ends of the earth. This requires an 
exercise of prayerful and sacramental focusing and refocusing, since events in our 

lives can distract us from keeping Christ at the centre. When Christ is not at the 
centre of our lives, something else is, and it replaces Christ as the lens through 

which we should see the world. What results is that something temporal and 
finite (something created), functions as our lens, and replaces the eternal and 

infinite view that we are willed to enjoy by God. We then begin to see the world 
from a finite vantage point in a finite way, and Creation appears filled with 

different things thrown together—like a system of objects circulating with no 
meaning or purpose; a bit like a net filled with all kinds of fish, only some of which 

are good. Operationally, being in Christ enables the believer to see the world 
through the eyes of forgiveness as opposed to eyes of accusation, the latter of 
which is the way of the world as well as of Satan, the adversary: the enemy who 

plants weeds amongst good plants.   

Voluntarily affixing blinders to the infinite sets temporal limits on our infinite 

purposes, curbing our spiritual growth, and crippling our ability to discern the 
meaning of life. If anything is sacrificed in this case, it is our relationship with God 

that we have through Jesus Christ. Perhaps in this endeavour, even Christ is seen 
as finite as we look through this temporal lens, and the greatest despair of 

meaningless soon comes upon us like a curse—a despair that is likened to a 
sickness unto death. When we perceive the meaning of life as a series of temporal  
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frozen snapshots that can be strung together to mean anything and nothing 
depending on our moods and inclinations, we can feel at best like St Peter sinking 

beside the boat, and be unaware at worst of what we’re sinking into (not knowing 
what we do).   

Yet as the Danish thinker Søren Kierkegaard says, the awareness of this despair 
is a sign that we are beginning to be cured of it. By calling upon the power of 

God the Holy Spirit to give us grace to fight the seductive current of 
meaninglessness with endurance come what may, we begin to be instructed by 

the despair we may feel, appreciate the grounding we have in Christ, and go forth 
into the world proclaiming the Gospel to all nations.   

What is taking place when we call upon the Holy Spirit is repentance: a turning—
metanoia—a changing of our purpose. This change of purpose is often called a 

‘conversion,’ and conversion is something that happens continually—as we sink 
into the depths of devotion to Christ, and sacrifice all that we are and will be to 
him. Conversion is something that is qualitative as well as quantitative; taking 

place both in the individual Christian and in the Church, the Body of Christ. In 
this Body, members pray for, work with, and help each other, and the Church in 

turn grows in strength. Then from here the members go forth into the world, 
individually and together, spreading the Gospel message of the kingdom of 

heaven.  

By allowing Christ to occupy the centre of our lives, we are born again. As St 

Paul says, “if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away, 
behold, the new has come”.  There are elements of the old and ordinary about 

and in us, but they then are given renewed meaning—the meaning that God wills 
them to have—defined in relation to Christ’s redemption of the world: we no 

longer carry the baggage of sin with us, we move away from any emotional and 
spiritual default settings of resentment and accusation, and we see that all things 

around us are not random snapshots, but living experiences woven together in 
a narrative spoken by the mouth of God.   

Existentially, conversion gives us a foretaste of the recreation of the world. This 
recreation is nothing other than the resurrection of the dead. We begin living 
into the resurrection right now, as though it were a paradoxical experience of 

eternity in time. What we do now matters; the good we do now will last far into 
God’s future. The question is whether we will respond to God favourably or not. 

Do we desire out of love and not fear to be chosen and put into the basket of 
good fish or do we prefer to be thrown away?  

The Rev’d George M Rogers 

  



10 

 

 

A NEW FACILITY FROM ALL SAINTS’ 

 

“FAITH ONLINE - CONNECTING THE DISCONNECTED” 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

As you are aware, we now live stream our Sunday services (as well as some 

weekday morning prayer), but we know that there are many of our 

congregation and friends who do not have access to a computer or the 

internet. 

 

We would therefore like to introduce our new facility which is launching this 

week.  You can have access to the Vicar’s thought of the day, sermons, 

prayers, Gospel readings and our Director of Music’s motets and psalms over 

the telephone. 

 

The cost to you is one local rate call, with the cost of providing the service 

being paid by the church. 

 

Just call  (01689) 495014 and pick want you want to listen to from the 

menu.   

 

We really hope that you enjoy being back in contact with us. 
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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
  

 

 

 
What a particulary trying time we have had over the last few months.  Now 

that restrictions are being slowly lifted, are you planning to ‘get away from it 

all’.  I know that travel is extremely difficult at the moment (and expensive), 

but have you come up with a compromise that you would like to share with 

us.  If you do manage to get away, please share your holiday with us, by taking 

some photos and letting us know how you got on.  If you are going away, 

have a safe journey and a great time. 

 

Whilst I have your attention(!), I would like to thank all those who have 

telephoned or emailed me over the last few months with compliments on 

the magazine. This is so appreciated as I felt it was important to keep in touch 

with everyone. I am glad that you have enjoyed my efforts.  Thank you. 

 

AND a big thank you to those who have contributed. 

 

 
 

Please continue to keep safe and well. 

Telephone: 01689 875702 or Email: gillsinclair@outlook.com 

 

 

 

  

Copy for the  magazine by Sunday 23 August 2020 

mailto:gillsinclair@outlook.com
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SEVEN WONDERS OF THE WORLD 

 

 

   
 
A group of students were asked to list what they thought were the present 

“Seven Wonders of the World”.  Though there were some disagreements, 

the following received the most votes: 

1. Egypt’s Great Pyramids 

2. Taj Mahal 

3. Grand Canyon 

4. Panama Canal 

5. Empire State Building 

6. St Peter’s Basilica 

7. China’s Great Wall 

 

   
 
While gathering the votes, the teacher noted that one student had not 

finished her paper yet.  

 

So she asked the girl if she was having trouble with her list.  The girl replied 

“Yes, a little.  I couldn’t quite make up my mind because there were so many”. 

 

The teacher said, “Well tell us what you have and maybe we can help.  
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The girl hesitated, then read: “I think the Seven Wonders of the World are:” 

 
 

 

1. 

To  

See 

 
 

 

 

2. 

To 

Hear 

 

 

 

3. 

To 

Touch 

 
 

 

 

4. 

To 

Taste 

 

 

 

5. 

To 

Feel 

 
 

 

 

6. 

To 

Laugh 

 

 

 

7. 

To  

Love 

 

The room was so quiet you could 

have heard a pin drop. 

The things we overlook as simple 

and ordinary,  

and which we take for granted, 

 are truly wonderous! 

 

REMEMBER 

 
Shared with us by Dave House  
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ON THE COVID FRONTLINE 

Nigel Beeton (pictured) works in 

Radiology in a hospital in the East of 

England. He is writing a weekly diary of his 

life at the hospital. 

You can say what you like about the 

coronavirus, it has certainly brought 

some colour into our lives! This 

morning I encountered one of my 

colleagues:  starting from the top, she 

was wearing a bright yellow visor, a pale blue regulation issue surgical mask, 

bright pink scrubs and bright orange clogs. She looked like one of those 

rainbows that we now see all over the place! 

I can assure you that her bright pinks scrubs did not come through the NHS 

supply chain! No indeed, those scrubs were put together and stitched by a 

member of the public. 

Scrubs, for those of you not addicted to Holby City, are pyjama-like outfits of 

trousers and top which do nothing for your figure (mine’s a hopeless cause 

anyway) but which are cool to wear and easy to keep clean. The idea is that 

you can change out of your day clothes and into scrubs and vice versa so you 

are not carrying bugs into or out of clinical areas. They were originally worn 

in the operating theatre environment, hence the term associated with 

‘scrubbing up’ for theatre. Their use had become considerably more 

widespread but the advent of the requirements for PPE in the Covid situation 

put enormous pressure on demand for scrubs, and our existing stocks quickly 

ran out. It was the same story across the NHS. 

But the public have responded magnificently. Carol, my wife, sews, and in fact 

she has made us both masks that we can wear when out and about (but not 

at work). It took her a while, and of course she’s at work nursing so doesn’t 

have the time to make scrubs, but I would think that a set of scrubs must 

take several hours to make. 

The hospital has put one of those wire cages on wheels in the front entrance 

so that donors can put their home-made scrubs into it. There’s a poster on 

it thanking contributors most effusively but otherwise it’s just a bare wire 

cage.      So these paragons of home sewing,  after all these hours of cutting,  
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stitching, overlocking and elastoplasting the occasional cut finger, just drive 

up to the hospital and deposit the fruits of their labours into a wire cage. 

I think that is true charity.  No formal thanks, no prize for producing the 

most scrubs, no smiling grip and grin photos in the local paper (grip and grins 

are out for the duration anyway). Just the simple satisfaction of knowing that 

you are making a real difference to the working lives of staff facing the 

greatest challenge of their health service careers. (It’s certainly been the 

greatest challenge of mine, and if any twenty-somethings setting out on their 

careers will have to face worse, then I tremble at the thought.) 

If you, or someone you know, has been sewing scrubs, then on behalf of all 

of us, may I say: 

Thank You! 

 

 
THE LOCKDOWN LIFTS 

 

There’s life in the town! 

No longer ‘locked down’! 

The people stroll out in the sun 

The majestic trees 

Sway in the light breeze 

Like they wanted to join in the fun! 

 

Like light after dark! 

We can walk in the park! 

Buy our tea, and sit out on the grass! 

We can chat to our friends 

As our loneliness ends 

And we smile at the strangers we pass! 

 

Yes there are still queues 

Which cease to amuse 

But things are no longer so black! 

As they sing in that song – 

You miss what is gone, 

But it’s great when at last it comes back! 

By Nigel Beeton 
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YOUNG SAINTS’ 

Catherine and Val are continuing to run Young Saints online 

using Zoom.  Attendance has remained fairly constant with some 

fluctuations and they have received lots of positive feedback. 

They have contributed to the weekly newsletter and on 12 July 

the children provided the prayers for use at the 9.30 service 

which was streamed on Facebook. In response to a request, they 

have introduced some singing and were grateful to Phoebe for providing a 

recording.  Recent sessions have included Pentecost and the Fruits of the 

Spirit with a very catchy song, the story of the creation, sharing good news 

about Jesus and how Jesus helps lighten the load. Some of our children’s work 

is shown below: 
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES 

 

Sunday Clubs 

 
 

 

Young Saints 
 

    For all children and young people 

9.30 a.m in the hall 
 

Join us as we have fun learning about Jesus, the Bible 

and Church.  We sing, play games, make things, cook 

and pray together. 

 

 

 

     There is a creche for babies and very young children. 
 

 

Contact: Catherine King or Val Pickering 

  Email: youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 
 

 

Youth Group for Secondary School Children 
Join us as we learn and discuss how the Bible is relevant 

to our everyday lives. 
 

Contact: Mandy Turner 

  Email: rr.turner@ntlworld.com  
 

 All groups come into church in time to join the congregation at the altar to 

receive a communion or blessing and join their parents. 

  

mailto:youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com
mailto:rr.turner@ntlworld.com
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CELEBRATION DAYS FOR AUGUST 

9th August:     Mary Sumner  
The Mothers’ Union is now nearly 145 years old. It has 
accomplished a staggering amount in that time, and nowadays 

numbers more than four million members, doing good work 
in 83 countries. That is a far cry from the modest circle of 

prayer for mothers who cared about family life, which is how 
it all began with a rector’s wife, Mary Sumner. 

Mary was born in late 1828 in Swinton, near Manchester. When she was four, 
her family moved to Herefordshire. Mary’s father, Thomas Heywood, was a 

banker and historian. Her mother has been described as a woman of “faith, 
charm and sympathy” – qualities which Mary certainly inherited. Mrs Heywood 

also held informal ‘mothers’ meetings’ at her home, to encourage local women. 
Those meetings may well have inspired Mary’s later work.    

Mary was educated at home, spoke three foreign languages, and sang well. While 
in her late teens, on a visit to Rome she met George Sumner, a son of the Bishop 
of Winchester. It was a well-connected family: George’s uncle became 

Archbishop of Canterbury, and his second cousin was William Wilberforce. Mary 
and George married in July 1848, soon after his ordination. They moved to Old 

Alresford in 1851 and had three children: Margaret, Louise and George. Mary 
dedicated herself to raising her children and supporting her husband’s ministry 

by providing music and Bible classes. 

When in 1876 Mary’s eldest daughter Margaret, gave birth, Mary was reminded 

how difficult she had found the burden of motherhood. Soon she decided to hold 
a meeting to which she invited the local women not only of her own class, but 

also all the village mothers. Her aim was to find out if women could be brought 
together to offer each other prayer and mutual support in their roles as wives 

and mothers. That meeting at Old Alresford Rectory was the inaugural meeting 
of the Mothers’ Union.   

For 11 years, the Mothers’ Union was limited to Old Alresford. Then in 1885 
the Bishop of Newcastle invited Mary to address the women churchgoers of the 

Portsmouth Church Congress, some 20 miles away. Mary gave a passionate 
speech about the poor state of national morality, and the vital need for women 
to use their vocation as mothers to change the nation for the better. A number 

of the women present went back to their parishes to found mothers' meetings 
on Sumner's pattern. Soon, the Mothers’ Union spread to the dioceses of Ely, 

Exeter, Hereford, Lichfield and Newcastle.   
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By 1892, there were already 60,000 members in 28 dioceses, and by 1900 there 

were 169,000 members. By the time Mary died in 1921, she had seen MU cross 
the seas and become an international organisation of prayer and good purpose. 

30th August:        John Bunyan 
After the Bible, John Bunyan’s wonderful Christian allegory, the 
Pilgrim’s Progress, is one of the most celebrated and widely-read 

books in the English language. It has been translated into more 
than 100 languages around the world and keeps its place as a 

Christian classic.   

Names of people and places from its pages have been 

commonplace wherever English is spoken. We need only recall Mr Great-Heart, 
Mr Valiant-for-Truth, Giant Despair, Madame Bubble, the Slough of Despond, 

Vanity Fair, the Delectable Mountains, the Hill Difficulty and the Celestial City.   

Bunyan was born on 28 November 1628, at Elstow, near Bedford, England, of a 

poor family. He had little formal education and his father taught him to be a metal 
worker. His first wife died young. His second wife, Elizabeth, helped him 
considerably with his blossoming literary career. His conversion was the result 

of reading the Bible, and the witness of local Christians. From that time the Bible 
became the great inspiration of his life. He wrote more than 50 books on 

Christianity.  A Baptist by conviction, he had little time for the Established 
Church.  

Bunyan became a popular preacher, but because of his opposition to the 
Established Church and because he did not have a Church of England preaching 

licence, he was imprisoned in 1661. It was in prison that he wrote Pilgrim’s 
Progress. It was not only Bunyan’s greatest book, but was destined to become 

one of the most popular Christian books in the world.  

Pilgrim’s Progress is an allegory, using the names of people and places from the 

Bible to teach spiritual lessons. The vivid and unforgettable imagery in the 
Pilgrim’s Progress covers the whole Christian gospel from sin and condemnation 

all the way through faith, repentance, grace, justification, sanctification, and 
perseverance to heaven itself. 

Bunyan died on 31st August 1688. His portrayal of the death of Mr Valiant For 
Truth is Bunyan at his allegorical best. This brave old soldier of Jesus Christ had 
received his summons to ‘go home.’ Calling his friends together he says, ‘“My 

sword I give to him who shall succeed me in my pilgrimage …  My marks and 
scars I carry with me, to be a witness for me, that I have fought His battles, Who 

will now be my rewarder.” … So he passed over, and all the trumpets sounded 
for him on the other side...’ 
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES  

  

Throughout the week 

  

 
   All Saints’ Tots 
   A friendly and fun group for babies, toddlers and their parents, 

   grandparents and carers.  

  

We meet every Thursday in term time between 10.00-11.30am. 

  

Come and find us at the back of the Church to have a cuppa and a chat whilst the 

little ones play.  

  

Contact: Cathy Hussey - Tel: 01689 821632  

  

    

   Guiding  
   Meet in the Church Hall 

  

  

Rangers     (14 - 18 years)  Alternate Wednesdays  

Guides     (10 - 15 years)  7.30-9.00pm  

Brownies   (7 - 10 ½ years)  6.00-7.30pm  

  

Contact: Division Commissioner: Debbie Clarke - Tel: 01689 832325 

  

  

 

   Scouting 2nd Orpington Scout Group  
   Meet at 50a Court Road 

  

Explorers (14 - 18 years)  Thursday 

Scouts        (10½ - 14 years)  Wednesday & Friday 

Cubs          (8 - 10½ years)      Monday & Tuesday 

Beavers      (6 - 8 years)  Tuesday & Wednesdayp 

  

Contact: via website   www.2nd.orp.org.uk 

 

  

mailto:-%20cathy-hussey@ntlworld.com
http://www.2nd.orp.org.uk/
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A MESSAGE FROM HELEN BATES 

 

 

We want to say a massive thank you to everyone who has sent us cards, 

presents and even lots of beautiful knitted items for Emma, she has been 

thoroughly spoiled!  

 

Emma is already 10 weeks old, time is going so quickly. Hopefully as lockdown 

continues to ease, we will be able to bring her along soon and introduce her 

to everyone properly! 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

EDITOR’S NOTE:   Thank you Helen.  We are looking forward to meeting her. 
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A MESSAGE FROM JOHN HUSSEY 

I have now finished my time of being a Relay worker, supporting the Christian 

Unions at the University of East Anglia (UEA) and the CU at Norwich 

University of the Arts (NUA). For those who do not know, Christian Unions 

(CUs) are groups of students at universities who want to tell their fellow 

students about Jesus. It is estimated that 98% of students at university are 

not Christians, so telling them about the Gospel is very important. CUs do 

this in a variety of ways; by having weekly meetings where they receive 

teaching and training from local pastors and vicars about evangelism and the 

bible, and by hosting free public outreach events at the university to tell 

students the Christian response to different issues. Common themes include 

science, hope for the future, and the reliability of the New Testament as 

historical evidence for Jesus’s life and resurrection.  

My role in this past year has been in supporting the two CUs in Norwich. I 

received bible-based teaching myself on a variety of topics, and training on 

how to run bible studies with students. Through attending their weekly 

meetings, running bible studies, and helping to plan and run events, I helped 

to show the students how they could tell their often-sceptical fellow students 

about Jesus and how to deal with the difficult and challenging questions their 

friends may have about their faith. 

Although this year has not ended the way I or anyone else expected, the past 

10 months have been amazing. God has taught me so much about Himself 

and I have seen him do so many amazing things amongst the students in 

Norwich. 

My last official week of being a Relay Worker was the 1st to the 5th of June 

where we had our final training conference. Due to the current lockdown, it 

could obviously not be held in-person, so instead we met every morning and 

afternoon over the video-calling app Zoom. In the morning we were looking 

at the 1st book of Peter. In this letter Peter is writing to a group of churches 

who are facing suffering and hostility towards them, both from the Roman 

authorities and Jewish leaders. In the face of this hardship, Peter is 

encouraging the Christians to stay strong in the faith and to continue to resist 

the way of life that the culture around them is encouraging. Instead, they 

should try and glorify God in everything they think and do. It is in this context 

in which the famous verse of 1 Peter 3:15 says: 
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“But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to 

give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the 

hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect”. 

In this verse Peter assumes that people will ask us about the hope that we 

have. And people will only ask us about the hope we have if they see in the 

way we live that we do have a hope, a hope that is different to those around 

us. We do not find our purpose in earning money and the security it brings, 

as we have a greater purpose and security from God. We know that we don’t 

have to compare ourselves to others to see our value, as in God’s eyes we 

are all of equal infinite value. 

 

Highlights from the year 

Conferences - One of the highlights of the year has been attending the 

Relay Training Conferences in August and January. At the first conference in 

August we all got to know each other, have a first try a leading a bible study, 

and had some great bible teaching. Just being around a group of 60 other 

people all about to embark on the same year of serving God was really 

encouraging. It was also at the CU student training conference straight 

afterwards where I got to meet the UEA students for the first time. They 

were very welcoming towards me and it was great to see how much they 

loved God and one-another. 

NUA CU Outreach Events - Another highlight from the year was NUA 

CU’s month of events during February and March. For many of them it was 

their first time of running outreach events, and the events went really well. 

We managed to have an event in a university building for the first time, a 

major achievement as the University and Students Union had been reluctant 

in the past to let the CU do this. Although the events did not get massive 

numbers in attendance, everyone felt welcomed and enjoyed the events, and 

people heard about Jesus, which is always a success. 

Family of CU and church - One of the biggest joys of the year has been 

being a part of not one but two CUs and joining St Thomas’s Norwich. CUs 

are made up of a mix of Christians from different denominations and 

backgrounds, but when we come together for a common goal CU feels like 

a family. 
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We can share in both the difficulties of telling sceptical students about Jesus, 

and in the joy of when someone chooses to follow Him.  The people at St 

Thomas’s Norwich have also been very welcoming, especially my church bible 

study Homegroup. As great as students are, being able to talk to and get to 

know more mature Christians in the church has been a real blessing. 

The future? - At the moment I do not have any solid plans for the future. 

Due to the current situation I am keeping my options open as to what jobs I 

am looking at. During our final Relay conference, the book What Colour is 

Your Parachute? by Richard Nelson Bolles was recommended to us to help 

with thinking about our future. The book helps you to think about what 

career you want to do, what you are good at, and what you enjoy doing. 

In the meantime, I am helping my parents around the house with chores and 

tidying up, as well as helping my dad to build his new shed in the garden. I am 

also continuing to disciple and read the bible with a UEA Students who I have 

been meeting with all year, and I hope we can continue doing this for the rest 

of the summer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back home with the family 

John Hussey 
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A WARM WELCOME TO A  

NEW MEMBER OF OUR CHURCH FAMILY 

 

Introducing Stephanie 

Estera Piasecka’s beautiful daughter who was born in April 

 

 

 
 

We look forward to meeting Stephanie soon 
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WHAT HAVE YOU MISSED MOST DURING LOCKDOWN? 

 

 

 
 
It's a good question, because it is about the things that make us tick. When I 

examined my list, I found obvious things - going to church, live sport on TV, 

meeting up with friends for a coffee or a beer. 

But as I thought more deeply about it, I realised that what I missed most was 

TOUCH.  For nearly four months I have not touched another human being! 

That is an astonishing deprivation. When a baby is born, its first experiences 

are all of touch.  The strong hands of the midwife, mother’s excited and loving 

embrace, tiny hands reaching out to feel mummy’s face.  We touch our way 

into life. 

And then it goes on. Holding hands with friends, being hugged by grandma, 

your first serious kiss, and perhaps a last tearful one at the end of a much-

loved life.  

We greet each other with a holy kiss, the Bible says. And why not? 

Sight, smell, hearing and touch.  Four senses - And I think lockdown has taught 

me that the greatest of these is touch! 

Canon David Winter  
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THE STORY BEHIND THE HYMN  

“Just as I am” 

The hymn ‘Just As I Am’ must be one of the most famous in 

the world. It has been sung by tens of millions of Christians 
at Billy Graham Crusades the world over, just for starters! 

Yet it was not written by a professional who was ‘aiming’ at 
a specific market, as many songs seem to be written today. 

Instead, it was written by an artist in Victorian times. 

Her name was Charlotte Elliott, and she was born in 

Clapham in 1789. She grew up in a well to do home, and 
became a portrait artist and also a writer of humorous verse. 

All was well until Charlotte fell ill in her early 30s, and slid 
into a black depression. A minister, Dr Caesar Malan of Switzerland, came to 

visit her. Instead of sympathising, he asked her an unexpected question: did she 
have peace with God? Charlotte deeply resented the question and told him to 
mind his own business. 

But after he left, his question haunted her. Did she have peace with God?  She 
knew that she did not, that she had done some very wrong things. So, she invited 

Dr Malan to return. She told him that she would like to become a Christian, but 
would have to sort out her life first.   

Dr Malan again said the unexpected: “Come just as you are.” The words were a 
revelation to Charlotte. She had assumed that she would have to put her life in 

order before she could hope to be accepted by God. Instead, she realised that 
Jesus wanted her just as she was - and He would take care of the sin. Charlotte 

became a Christian that day. 

14 years later, in 1836, Charlotte wrote some verses that summed up how it had 

been between her and Jesus that day: 

Just as I am, without one plea, 

But that thy blood was shed for me, 
And that thou bids’t me come to Thee 

O Lamb of God, I come! I come! 

Just as I am, though tossed about 

With many a conflict, many a doubt 
Fightings within, and fears without, 

O Lamb of God, I come! I come! 

 
Charlotte could not have dreamed that 150 years into the future, her verses 

would be sung by millions of people all over the world, as they responded to the 
Gospel presented at many great Billy Graham crusades, and made their way 

forward to do just as the hymn describes - to come to Jesus Christ, despite sin 
and fear and doubts, to come ‘just as I am.’ 
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COFFEE BREAK WORDSEARCH  

THE TRANSFIGURATION 
(find the highlighted words in the grid) 

August is a quiet month as far as the Church calendar is concerned, except that 

during the 11th century, some church fathers slipped in an important day - the 

Transfiguration of Jesus, when His disciples were given just a glimpse of His future 

glory (Matthew 17, Mark 9, Luke 9).   

Jesus took Peter, James and John, his closest disciples, up a high mountain. This 

is often identified as either Mount Tabor (there is a great church up there today), 

or one of the three spurs of Mount Hermon, which overlook Caesarea Philippi. 

High up on the mountain, Jesus was suddenly transformed before His disciples. 

His face began to shine as the sun, His garments became white and dazzling. 

Elijah and Moses, of all people, suddenly appeared, and talked with Him. A bright 

cloud overshadowed the disciples, and a divine Voice spoke out of the cloud, saying 

that Jesus was His beloved son, whom the disciples should ‘hear’.  God’s dwelling 

with mankind depends upon our listening to Jesus.    

Then, just as suddenly, it is all over. What did it mean? Why Moses and Elijah? Well, 

these two men represent the Law and the Prophets of the Old Covenant, or Old 

Testament. But now they are handing on the baton, if you like: for both the Law and 

the Prophets found their true and final fulfilment in Jesus, the Messiah. 

That day made a lifelong impact on the disciples.  Peter mentions it in his second 

letter, 2 Peter 1:16 - 19 - invariably the reading for this day. 
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CHILDREN’S CORNER 
  

 
 

Jesus said to Peter and Andrew, 

‘Come with me and I will teach you to catch men’. 

Which path does Jesus need to take to bring him to Peter and Andrew? 

 

 
 

Read this story in Matthew 4 verses 18-20  
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Following last month's donation from our coffee money to the Michael 

Project, we received the following mail from Helen Hobbs: 

Thank you so much for thinking of us here in Zimbabwe, and for the 

generous gift from All Saints, of £250 to The Michael Project which will 

definitely enable us to continue to reach out to the most vulnerable children 

in the community.  It is a very strange time and sadly we are facing 

continued economic meltdown here which only exacerbates the plight of 

the children.  

Jess and Em are doing O and A levels this year so are very busy with 'on-

line' school - which certainly brings with it a certain amount of stress, 

especially as our internet connection is not 100% reliable, but we are 

hopeful that schools will return to normal soon!! But who knows?!  

Thanks again for remembering us and the kids. 

God bless and love to everyone at All Saints 

Helen  

The proceeds from coffee donations go towards natural disasters, including 

Coronavirus.  Perhaps you would like to contribute the cost of the coffee 

you are drinking at home to our fund, which is now depleted.  You can put 

your donation in a yellow envelope marked "coffee" in the collection plate at 

church, or you can give electronically to 60-16-03 14123924 marked "Coffee 

money".  A few pence a week from everyone mounts up. 

Tim Birse 

 

 

 
PARISH REGISTERS 

July 2020 

 

BURIAL/CREMATIONS: 

 

Cremation – 7th July :  Alan Richard George (91) 

Burial of Ashes – 15th July : Frank Pateman 

Burial of Ashes – 22nd July : Rose Doreen Turner (90) 

 

We extend our love and sympathy to their family and friends 
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GROUPS AND SOCIETIES 
 

Choir Practice  Practice takes place on Fridays at 7.30pm (except August) 

 

Bible Reading   BRF Notes are available on request. 

Fellowship  Contact: Maggie Dawson - 01689 823857 

 

Bible Study Group This group is open to all and meet on the 2nd Tuesday of 

each month at 10.30 am at 27 Glendower Crescent. 

  Contact: Julia Jeffery - 01689 821443 

 

Children’s Society Contact: Anne Spencer - 01689 601753 

 

Churchyard Group This group meets on Thursdays at 10.00 am until 12.30pm  

  (weather permitting). 

  Contact: John Pentlow - 01689 815772 

 

Church Mission Society Contact: Richard Newson - 01689 821445 

 

Corporate Communion (Focus and Mothers’ Union): This takes place on the  

  3rd Wednesday of each month at 10:00 am in the Church 

 

Focus  This group is open to all women and meet on the 2nd 

Thursday of each month at 2.00 pm in the hall 

  Contact:  Anne Spencer - 01689 601753 

  

Julian Group  This group is open to all and meet on the 3rd Tuesday of 

each month at 2:00pm  

  Contact: Vanessa Dixon - 01689 851767 

 

Mothers’ Union  PLEASE NOTE there will be no further branch meetings until 

  further notice 

  Contact: Ann Crowe - 01689 826216 

   

Out of Focus  This social group is open to all men and meet approximately  

every two months to chat and arrange outings 

  Contact: David House - 01689 828037 

  

St Michael’s Guild The guild decorate the Church throughout the year including 

weddings and funerals. They can arrange pedestals for 

members of the congregation to celebrate an anniversary, 

birthday or in memory of a loved one. 

  Contact:  Margaret Lovett - 01689 831667 
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Live-In Home Care 
 

We are a family owned and run agency specialising in 

live-in care, with over 30 years experience in the care 

sector.  

  

We offer an alternative to residential care, providing our 

clients with one to one live-in care, enabling them to 

remain in the comfort and security of their own home. 
  

We are based in Tunbridge Wells, Kent and provide live-in 

services to clients in the local areas of Kent and Sussex. 

 

 

  

Tel: 01892 518400  

www.bespokecarecompany.co.uk 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



33 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  



34 

 

 

 

 

 Chislehurst Road Garage 

  

* All makes serviced and repaired. 
* MOT and Repair 

* Air-Con Service and Repair 
* Diagnostic and Repair 

* Exhaust and Tyres Fitted 

  

42, Chislehurst Road, Orpington BR6 0DJ 

  

01689 830201 
  

chislehurstroadgarage@gmail.com 
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