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Quality Home Help Service 

Cleaning - Laundry - Ironing- Shopping 

Running Errands - Companionship 

 

Call Lena on : 0203 609 2417 

www.marigoldseniorsupport.com 

http://www.marigoldseniorsupport.com/
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ORPINGTON PARISH CHURCH 
Top of Church Hill (off High Street). Other entrances and car parks in Bark Hart Rd 

Follow us on Facebook at All Saints’ Orpington. 

Vicar:  The Rev’d George M Rogers 

   1a Keswick Road, Orpington, BR6 0EU 

   Tel: 01689 824624 

Website:  www.allsaintsorpington.org.uk 

Faith Online:  01689 495014 – Listen to extracts from our Services 

Lay Ministers:  Pam Mercer  Tel: 01689 821171 

   Abi Hiscock    Tel: 01689 898329 

Pastoral Assistant:           Sheila Anderson  Tel: 07957 218706 

Churchwardens:  Peter Clarke  Tel: 01689 832325 

   Duncan Hellicar  Tel: 01689 871026  

Assistant Wardens: Malcolm Dixon     Tel: 01689 851767 

                                     Gill Sinclair       Tel: 01689 875702 

                                     Denis Reidy    Tel: 01689 607202 

Children and   Mandy Turner    Email: rr.turner@ntlworld.com 

Young People:  Catherine King  Email: youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com  

   Cathy Hussey  Tel:  01689 821632 

Director of Music:      Phoebe Tak Man Chow   Email:  takmanchow@gmail.com 

Parish Administrator  Karen Kelly   Tel: 01689 832031 

Church Office  Monday-Friday: 9.30 to 12.30  Closed on Wednesdays 
   Bark Hart Road, Orpington. BR6 0QD  

   Tel: 01689 832031  Email: allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 

Parochial Church Council 

 Secretary: Gill Sinclair  Tel: 01689 875702 

 Treasurer: Tim Birse   Tel: 01689 836392 

Safeguarding Officer Gill Sinclair   Tel: 01689 875702.  

Planned Giving Recorder: David Laker  Tel: 01689 834820  

Book of Remembrance: Jenni Sargent  Tel: 01689 826547 

Sacristan:  Malcolm & Vanessa Dixon:   Tel: 01689 851767  

Magazine Editor:              Gill Sinclair  Email: gillsinclair@outlook.com 

Caretaker:                         David House  Tel: 07956 101189 

Special Facilities:              Loop system for the deaf - set to position ‘T’ on hearing aids. 

                Ramp into church. Wheelchair access. Toilet for the disabled. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   SUNDAY SERVICES  8.00am Holy Communion  BCP 

    9.30am Parish Eucharist  CW 

   On certain Festivals  6.30pm Choral Evensong  BCP 

   Wednesday    10.00am Eucharist  CW 

   Monday to Friday   9.00am Morning Prayer  CW 

Major Saints’ Days as announced in the diary 

http://www.allsaintsorpington.org.uk/
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NOTICEBOARD 

 

 ALL SAINTS’ PRAYING FOR ALL STREETS 
This month we are praying for the following streets in the Parish: 

   Brow Crescent     Hart Dyke Road     Peche Way 

       Hollingbourne Tower       Westwell Close 

May the love of Jesus abide in your homes and with your families 

 

 

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU 
We are praying for all those whose birthdays are this month, 

especially: 

Tim Mercer 

May the light of Jesus shine through them on your Birthday 

 

BELATED BIRTHDAY WISHES to Julia Jeffery who 

was 90 on 17th July. 

 

 

 

FAITH ONLINE – Telephone 01689 495014 to listen to 

extracts from the Sunday and Wednesday Services by 

choosing from the options available. 

 

 

 

 

FOLLOW OUR SERVICES:  The following link takes 

you directly to the video page of All Saints' Facebook and 

from there you can choose which video to watch. You do 

not need to have a Facebook account – 
https://www.facebook.com/AllSaintsOrpington/videos/?ref=page_internal 

 

 

 

 

HOME COMMUNION: - If you have been unable to 

attend church services and would like to receive Holy 

Communion, the Vicar and Lay Ministers will be able to 

bring the sacrament to you.  Please telephone the Church 

Office (01689 832031) to request a visit. 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/AllSaintsOrpington/videos/?ref=page_internal
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TOUCH & GO 

Jesus was someone people wanted to touch and be touched by.  Jairus doesn’t 

simply ask Jesus to come and heal his daughter, he very specifically says, 

“Please come and lay your hands on her.” In St Mark’s Gospel, Jesus has 

already performed a number of miracles that didn’t involve physical touch. 

Yet Jairus carefully requests the laying on of Jesus’ hands to bring about his 

daughter’s restoration. 

In the midst of all this is the account of the bleeding woman. As Jesus makes 

his way to Jairus’ house, a woman in the crowd touches Jesus to relieve her 

of a hemorrhage that had clearly consumed her life. Just after Jesus walks past 

her, she reaches out, grabs a piece of his cloak, gives it a quick squeeze, lets 

go… And is healed instantly. Jesus notices that power has gone out from him; 

many were touching him and jostling him at the time, but none of them was 

tapping any divine power. That’s why the disciples are rather incredulous 

when Jesus asks,  “Who touched me?”   

The woman in question is mortified:  She didn’t belong in the crowd to begin 

with. She too had been forced to jostle as she jockeyed for position. What 

the others didn’t know was that according to Jewish law, every person who 

came into contact with this woman had been made unclean. For the good of 

all, she needed to remain far away from others because so long as her 

problem persisted, she carried the contagion of the profane. So when Jesus 

singles her out as having touched him with a purpose, her joy at having been 

healed turns to instant dread: just as her life was about to begin anew, it 

looked like it might end. That’s why she appears before Jesus with fear and 

trembling. 

To her credit, she tells what Mark describes as “the whole truth.” She could 

have lied, but she admits the nature of her condition. Suddenly every person 

wondered if they had rubbed shoulders with this unclean woman, but before 

the imminent panic starts, Jesus calls the woman “daughter” and sends her 

away with a benediction. Jesus restored her to the community and conveyed 

to everyone that the holiness he bore was more powerful than any potential 

contagion of the profane that anyone else could bear.  

Meanwhile, Jairus had come to Jesus on the most urgent of errands. Time 

was of the essence, yet Jesus has stopped. Even as it looked like Jesus was 

ready to move on, men with tears in their eyes came rushing in. Jairus 

perceives their message from the pained look on their faces.    Jesus ignores   
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the messengers and turns directly to Jairus, speaking words that were either 

the dearest thing any person has ever spoken or the very height of folly: “Fear 

not, only believe.” The account shifts from one daughter to the next as Jesus 

heads to Jairus’ house. The role of touch comes in again in that Jesus takes 

the little girl’s hand as the prelude to raising her from the dead. Twice Jesus 

touches someone unclean. Yet not only is Jesus not contaminated, the ones 

who had been unclean are made holy. Jesus re-establishes the boundaries that 

once defined the community. What does this account from antiquity mean 

for the Church today?   

In St Mark’s Gospel, two dead daughters appear before Jesus. They come to 

Jesus “just as they are”—dead—but they leave their sacred encounter 

changed—alive. Still today, the Church faces the challenge of being both a 

welcoming community and an agent of transformation in the name of Christ. 

One without the other will never do, for if we welcome without hoping for 

the transforming power of the Holy Spirit, we display the love of the Gospel 

but none of its power. If we insist on transformation to take place before we 

welcome someone in Christ’s name, we hold out for the power of the 

Gospel, but fail to display its compassionate love. The compassion of Jesus 

Christ forms the context into which everything flows, and we cannot be 

Christ’s representatives if we cannot muster that welcoming presence in the 

Church today. Neither can we display Christ if in the name of welcome we 

adopt some casual “live and let live” approach to the shape of our lives.   

In St Mark’s Gospel, a new community bursts onto the scene because Jesus 

wasn’t going to let anything stand in his way to let that community be 

established and grow in grace. In and through all of this reaching, whether we 

know it or not, we’re still reaching for Jesus’ hand. That holy hand is still 

available, but it now comes through my hands and yours. When those around 

us touch our hands, can they feel Christ’s love and power, his welcome and 

grace?  

In the end, it doesn’t matter whom we encounter in this life. In all cases we’re 

called to say the very words our Saviour spoke to those deemed beyond 

hope: “Fear not, only believe.” New life begins right there. 

 

The Rev’d George M Rogers 
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LIVE STREAMING – SERVICES 

 

It was a joy and a privilege on Saturday 10 July 

to be able to live-stream the marriage service 

of Georgia and Graham.  They told us that they 

had family in Spain who could not travel to the 

UK for the wedding but wanted to be a part of 

the celebration. 

 

When we began streaming, way back in 2020, with me perched in the pulpit 

with an iPad, we made the decision not to feature the congregation in a video 

of our weekly Eucharists.  We put together a ‘Confidentiality Policy’ for live-

streaming and were definitely ahead of the game!  Many churches, through 

the Pandemic have turned to streaming in one way or another and the 

Church of England realised that it needed to ensure that every church follows 

similar safeguarding policies.   

Safeguarding Officers have been asked to ensure that we have clear signs 

displayed in church to say that we are live-streaming and to ensure that there 

are ‘safe seats’ in all churches.  In fact, the cameras at All Saints’ are 

deliberately positioned not to feature the congregation but in order to 

comply with the Church of England’s requirements, Gill put up notices and 

sent round an email with a form about people being ‘accidentally featured on 

a stream’. 

This article is about reassuring everyone that we do not intend to feature the 

congregation, wherever they sit and everyone is welcome to sit where they 

want, within the confines of current Covid rules.  We aim to ‘go live’ at 9.25 

am on a Sunday (or when Phoebe begins to play the organ) and at 9.55 am 

on a Wednesday.  With three cameras, we try to ensure that everyone can 

take a seat without being seen on the stream.  

All Saint’s is a family that works together and we are delighted that we have 

expanded that family online but we are all human!  Sometimes people need 

to move from their seat during the service and it is those times when it may 

not be possible to switch cameras, especially if the Vicar or person speaking 

is standing in the middle of the chancel as the camera will be zoomed in on 

the central aisle. 
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But!  What happens to the videos after the services are finished?  Each week, 

our Wednesday Eucharist is deleted on Friday night/Saturday.  Our Sunday 

services are deleted on a Tuesday evening/Wednesday early morning. 

If anyone has any concerns, please come and talk to me after a service.  If you 

do not have access to the internet and wonder what our services look like 

online, please ask and I will be delighted to show you.  If you would like to 

try your hand at using the camera, again just ask me during coffee and you 

can have a play. 

I owe a great debt of gratitude to our PCC for taking the step to continue 

streaming after the Pandemic is over.  From the comments we have received 

on Facebook and in person, I can honestly say that our outreach is of great 

benefit and comfort to many. 

Lesley Birse 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
THANK YOU - Ros, Dave and Stu Williams would like to thank George, 

Helen and all our friends at All Saints’ for your love and support during our 

father John's last hours and since his passing.  We greatly appreciate your 

love, good wishes and prayers. 
 

 

 

THANK YOU – Bob Lunnon would like to thank everyone who sent 

greetings for his 90th birthday. He said he had a lovely day (22nd June), with 

a family party on the following Saturday. 
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STEWARDSHIP 

 

Where your treasure is there your heart will be also 

Stewardship is the care and management of that which belongs to another. 

While we often speak of things as “ours”, the reality is that all that we have 

and all we are belongs to another: God. As St Paul put it in 1 Corinthians 4.7, 

“What do you have that you did not receive”? So it is from God that we have 

received our lives and everything in them for which we are responsible. 

Temporarily—until God requires them from us—we are stewards of these 

gifts. 

Though too often associated merely with money, stewardship is something 

one can also apply to time, talent and treasure. But stewardship isn’t just 

about being a good manager of our schedules, our skills and our things. The 

discipline of biblical stewardship calls us to use all these in the way the Lord 

wants: to employ them for his glory. However, no one can be a biblical 

steward who doesn’t first understand the gospel, the story of what God has 

accomplished through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The 

gospel is a message that changes not only a person’s destination in eternity, 

but also a person’s heart and mind presently. The gospel transforms more 

than a person’s relationship to God. It also transforms a person’s relationship 

to everything else. 

For example, after the greedy tax collector Zacchaeus was converted, he said 

to Jesus, “Behold Lord—half of my possessions I will give to the poor, and if 

I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will give back four times as much” 

(Luke 19:8). Today as then, the gospel of Jesus Christ turns lovers of money 

into lovers of God. 

That is why one of the most reliable evidences of conversion is when a person 

begins looking for ways to use time, talent and treasure in service to the 

gospel. This testifies to the value one places on the gospel, that they treasure 

the God of the gospel above all. Sin makes us selfish and wasteful with all that 

we have and all that we are. But “the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ” 

(2 Corinthians 4.6) helps us to see that knowing Christ is infinitely more 

important and valuable than grasping the clock and pound for ourselves. It 

causes us to find spiritual pleasure in using these things to meet the needs of 

others and to enable them to hear the gospel and turn to Christ.  
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Coming to know Christ through the gospel leads us to evaluate our 

resources on the one hand and the souls of lost people on the other, and say 

with St Paul, “I will most gladly spend and be spent for your souls” (2 

Corinthians 12.15). 

The discipline to steward our resources in an intentional, God-glorifying, 

gospel-driven way doesn’t arrive fully formed with the indwelling of the Holy 

Spirit. It must be cultivated. Stewardship must be a discipline, for there is 

always something else clamouring for our resources. Without discipline, our 

best intentions to use our time, talent and treasure for the gospel will give in 

to circumstances and impulses, resulting in inconsistency or neglect. The 

discipline of stewardship is central to all other spiritual disciplines. If we don’t 

develop a God-centred use of our time, we won’t consistently engage in 

personal spiritual disciplines like prayer or the intake of God’s Word, nor 

will we participate faithfully in interpersonal spiritual disciplines like 

congregational worship or communion. 

One of the classic passages on stewardship is Jesus’ parable of the talents 

(Matthew 25:14-30; Luke 19:12-27). In it, the master rewards those who 

steward well the resources he committed to their care and he punishes those 

who do not. Those stewards whom God rewarded as faithful were 

intentional about using their master’s resources for his purposes. God is 

pleased with disciplined, not careless, stewardship of that which belongs to 

Him. There are countless examples, such as scheduling time to meet with 

God in the Bible and to pray—as an individual and as a family—to make sure 

it is not squeezed out of our day. It is using our spiritual gifts to serve God 

and the gospel in our parish church. It is designating a portion of money for 

the church each month before paying other bills, so that the use of our 

treasure is consistent with our most treasured priorities. Discipline enters 

the stewardship picture because it is so easy to waste our time, squander our 

talent and be careless with our treasure. But even the most scrupulous use 

of our resources is worthless apart from the gospel. For it is only through 

the gospel that we can receive eternal time in Heaven, glorified talents and 

the richest of treasures—God Himself.  

Correspondingly, we are each of infinite value and worth to God—may we 

recognise this and lift our hearts in praise of him. I invite you to join me in 

prayer and discernment this month over this fundamental expression of our 

faith and to further discussion and visioning when we gather in the autumn. 

The Rev’d George M Rogers  
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A CAUTIOUS RETURN TO NORMAL 

 

 

Following the Government’s lifting of restrictions, the PCC have agreed to 

the following changes to All  Saints’ procedures at our services as from 1st  

August:   

  

• People will be encouraged to continue to wear face masks when 

moving around the church before and after the service.   

• They can remove their face mask if they wish during the service and 

when singing. 

• For the time being, we will retain the current seating layout in the pews 

to keep to social distancing guidelines. 

• We will continue to share the peace from our seats as at present. 

• The current collection procedure will remain and plates will be 

situated at both east and west doors. 

• There will be a short procession from the choir vestry into the chancel. 

• We will be returning to our Orders of Service and hymn books. 

• George will administer communion in both kinds, but he will intinct 

the wafer and drop the wafer into people’s hands from the chancel 

steps. 

• Both east and west doors will be open and hand sanitiser will be placed 

on both entrance tables. 

• Track & Trace will continue for the time being, as although this is not 

a government requirement, the Church of England has issued guidance 

that this should continue. 

We feel this cautious approach is best for the time being, as we want our 

congregation to feel safe to attend our services.   

 

If you have any queries, please speak to George or Churchwardens who will 

be happy to put your mind at rest. 

 

Gill Sinclair 

PCC Secretary 
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THE STORY BEHIND THE HYMN 

“Blessed Assurance” 

 

“My friend, Mrs. Phoebe Palmer Knapp, composed a 

melody, and played it over to me two or three times on 

the piano,” wrote Fanny Crosby. “She then asked me 

what it said, and I immediately replied ‘Blessed 

Assurance.’” Within a few minutes Fanny Crosby had 

written the complete poem, just as it stands today, and 

the song was first published in 1873. 

Mrs. Knapp’s maiden name was Phoebe Palmer. She was born in New York 

City on 8 March 1839. Her father was the noted Methodist evangelist, Dr 

Walter C. Palmer.  She attained a widespread reputation as a writer of music 

and verse, specialising in writing for children. At the age of sixteen she 

married Joseph Fairchild Knapp, a prominent Sunday School worker. A 

successful businessman, he became quite wealthy and organised the famous 

Metropolitan Life Insurance Company. 

When Mr Knapp died, he left his wife an income of fifty thousand dollars a 

year, the most of which she spent for religious and charitable activities. In her 

New York City home she had a beautiful pipe organ which at that time was 

the largest such instrument ever to be installed in a private home. She 

published more than five hundred of her own gospel song compositions, but 

“Blessed Assurance” is the only one which has survived. She died in Maine 

on 10 July 1908. 

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine 

Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine 

Heir of salvation, purchase of God 

Born of His spirit, washed in His blood 
 

This is my story, this is my song 

Praising my Saviour all the day long 

This is my story, this is my song 

Praising my Saviour all the day long 
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Live-In Home Care 
 

We are a family owned and run agency specialising in 

live-in care, with over 30 years experience in the care 

sector.  

  

We offer an alternative to residential care, providing our 

clients with one to one live-in care, enabling them to 

remain in the comfort and security of their own home. 
  

We are based in Tunbridge Wells, Kent and provide live-in 

services to clients in the local areas of Kent and Sussex. 

 

 

  

 

Tel: 01892 518400  

www.bespokecarecompany.co.uk 
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PHILIP MOSETTIG 

HANDYMAN  

NO JOB  TOO SMALL 

FREE QUOTE  

GENERAL HOUSEHOLD 

MAINTENANCE  

PAINTING & DECORATING 

GARDENING  

HONEST AND RELIABLE 

  

TEL 07504519586 

philipmosettig@yahoo.co.uk 

P A C E Y’s 
The Garden Shop 

Garden Machinery and Tools 

Sales and Servicing. 

71 Chislehurst Rd, Orpington,  
BR6 0DQ 

FREE collection and delivery 

01689 834208 
Email: info@paceymowers.co.uk 

mailto:info@paceymowers.co.uk
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YOUNG SAINTS' NEWS 

Young Saints continues to meet on Sunday mornings in the Hall or the St 

Nicholas Garden when appropriate.  

During the last month we have learnt how Jesus has chosen us to be his 

children and that we are all special to him. As we approached the end of a 

difficult school year, we discussed the importance of rest and relaxation and 

how Jesus took his disciples to a quiet place to rest. We decorated plates to 

remind us and created an acrostic picture.  Sticking with the holiday theme, 

we had a packing case race and talked about when Jesus sent his disciples out 

to spread the word without taking all the things we think we need. They 

trusted him and were given food and shelter on their travels. 

Last Sunday we celebrated the joy of Easter that we recall every Sunday with 

a very competitive egg relay! We even enjoyed a chocolate treat. 

We will continue to meet during the summer holidays with games in the 

garden. Everyone is welcome, join us when you can and enjoy some fun with 

us. 
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES 

 

Sunday Clubs 

 
 

 

Young Saints 
 

    For all children and young people 

9.30 a.m in the hall 
 

Join us as we have fun learning about Jesus, the Bible 

and Church.  We sing, play games, make things, cook 

and pray together. 

 

 

 

     There is a creche for babies and very young children. 
 

 

Contact: Catherine King or Val Pickering 

  Email: youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 
 

 

Youth Group for Secondary School Children 
Join us as we learn and discuss how the Bible is relevant 

to our everyday lives. 
 

Contact: Mandy Turner 

  Email: rr.turner@ntlworld.com  
 

 All groups come into church in time to join the congregation at the altar to 

receive a communion or blessing and join their parents. 

  

mailto:youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com
mailto:rr.turner@ntlworld.com
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CELEBRATION DAYS FOR AUGUST 

 

 

 

6th August:   

The Transfiguration of Jesus 

It’s an unusual story. One day, Jesus is with three 

disciples on a high mountain in Galilee, when His 

appearance dramatically changes. Also, Moses and 

Elijah suddenly appear, and from a cloud comes the 

voice of God. What is this all about? 

This event was witnessed by James, Peter, and John. They were close friends 

of Jesus. In the future, they were to become prominent leaders in the Early 

Church. They needed to see something special that would help them 

remember Jesus in the difficult years ahead. They had a glimpse of Christ in 

His divine glory. His face shone like the sun and His clothes turned white as 

light.  

While this was an extraordinary sight for the disciples, it served to encourage 

Jesus who once had glory and majesty in Heaven. One day He would have it 

again. But firstly, He had to fulfil His mission: to suffer on the cross and die.  

Why were Moses and Elijah standing with Jesus? Moses was the giver of the 

Law and Elijah represented all the prophets. They had pointed people to the 

promised Messiah. Jesus was about to complete God’s plan of salvation. 

God’s voice was heard to remind Peter there was no need to build shelters. 

They were not going to stay on the mountain. God spoke to get the disciples 

to fix their attention on Jesus. The wonder of the Transfiguration was a short 

interlude before Jesus had to return to His work and subsequent death on 

the cross.  

This story is a reminder that our times of spiritual blessing have to be 

followed by down-to-earth commitments and responsibilities. In the same 

way that Jesus gave His friends a glimpse of His awesome glory, to help them 

face challenging and traumatic times ahead, our special times in His presence 

are provided to encourage us and equip us for the trials we may have to face. 
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Our journey through life may sometimes rise to the peaks but we can’t stay 

on a ‘high’ all the time – no matter how much we want it! We have to descend 

to face everyday challenges if we are to fulfil our calling in Christ. From our 

mountain-top experiences we all need to find a balance between times alone 

with God and serving Him in the company of others.  

 

29th August:   

The beheading of St John the Baptist 

Spare a thought for John the Baptist: 

however rough your local sandwich bar may 

be, it probably doesn’t serve you locusts with 

a honey dip; you won’t be imprisoned for 

saying derogatory things about the local MP’s 

wife, and even the boss from hell is unlikely 

to have a daughter who wants to hip-hop 

              about with your head on a platter.   

John the Baptist, by our standards, had a terrible life. Yet the Bible tells us 

that of all the people in history, no one has even been born who was as great 

as him. Why? Because of the unique job God gave him to do, which has to 

be the best PR job of all time: act as God’s press officer. 

This was quite literally the PR job from heaven:  with God as his client, John 

the Baptist’s job was to broadcast the news that the Messiah had come.  Not 

even Church House Westminster has ever attempted anything like that. 

It always helps if PR people recognise their own clients, and the same was 

true of John:  he was the first person to recognise Jesus as the Messiah. PR 

people also help their clients prepare for their public role, and John did the 

same for Jesus: he baptised Him in the Jordan at the start of His ministry. 

PR people also stand up in public for their client’s point of view, and in John’s 

case it led to his arrest and imprisonment. His death was finally brought about 

by the scheming of Herodias and Salome, and here the similarity ends: for 

not even the most dedicated press officers literally lose their heads over a 

client. 
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES  

  

Throughout the week 

  

 
   All Saints’ Tots 
   A friendly and fun group for babies, toddlers and their parents, 

   grandparents and carers.  

  

We meet every Thursday in term time between 10.00-11.30am. 

  

Come and find us at the back of the Church to have a cuppa and a chat whilst the 

little ones play.  

  

Contact: Cathy Hussey - Tel: 01689 821632  

  

    

   Guiding  
   Meet in the Church Hall 

  

  

Rangers     (14 - 18 years)  Alternate Wednesdays  

Guides     (10 - 15 years)  7.30-9.00pm  

Brownies   (7 - 10 ½ years)  6.00-7.30pm  

  

Contact: Division Commissioner: Debbie Clarke - Tel: 01689 832325 

  

  

 

   Scouting 2nd Orpington Scout Group  
   Meet at 50a Court Road 

  

Explorers (14 - 18 years)  Thursday 

Scouts        (10½ - 14 years)  Wednesday & Friday 

Cubs          (8 - 10½ years)      Monday & Tuesday 

Beavers      (6 - 8 years)  Tuesday & Wednesdayp 

  

Contact: via website   www.2nd.orp.org.uk 

 

  

mailto:-%20cathy-hussey@ntlworld.com
http://www.2nd.orp.org.uk/
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HONESTY IS OUR BEST POLICY 

 

 
 

Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to your neighbour, 

for we are all members of one body. (Ephesians 4:25) 

 

The church service has just finished, and you are about to go home to read 

the latest edition of the parish magazine. You parked a bit carelessly because 

you were in a hurry and as you drive off you feel a slight bump. You stop and 

see a small scratch on the car parked next to you. It is the vicar’s pride and 

joy! What do you do? Do you drive off and hope no-one saw. Then, when 

you get home you have a look round your car and see a bump on the other 

side where someone hit you.  

 

As Christians we are told to be honest and admit our mistakes. When it 

happens to us, we feel outraged that someone could damage our property 

and not own up to it. When we do it to others, the right thing would be to 

leave a note and take care when parking next time. Honesty is the best policy. 

We should do to others as we expect others to do to us. If you hit another 

car, you can feel it and often hear an ominous noise. Sometimes it is difficult 

to know if you have caused any damage.  

 

People do not, of course, always act honestly. Admitting mistakes is not 

common in our world. A small scratch or bump can be costly to repair and 

who wants to lose their no claim’s bonus? Sometimes it is costly to admit a 

mistake, but as Christians we should be as open and honest as we expect 

others to be. We should stand out as different to other people and have a 

good conscience.  

 

David Pickup (a solicitor) 
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REMEMBERING BRIAN JEFFERY 

1925 – 2021 

 

 
 

From Joanna’s Eulogy 
 

Thank you so much for coming today.  Mum, Mark and I are very grateful for 

your support and we would also like to thank you all for the kind and 

comforting words we have received over the past few weeks. 

The fact that you are here today means that dad’s life touched yours in one 

way or another…. 

He was  

• a devoted husband to Julia for over 58 years 

• a caring brother to Derek 

• a loving and supportive father to Mark and myself 

• a wise grandfather to Chloe and Tommy 

• a fun Uncle Brian to Liz, Lucy and Ben 

Beyond his family he was  

• a faithful and well-known member of All Saints’ Church for nearly 60 

years 

• a friend to many, young and old – living a life that so often meant 

helping others and serving local societies, communities or groups. 
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Dad was born in 1925 in Welling – with mother Cecile, father Frederick and 

older brother to Derek.  Dad gained a scholarship to Eltham College which 

was when his love of lifelong learning began – not only for academic work, 

but in general, throughout his life, he had a thirst for knowledge and always 

had a project on the go or a plan taking shape. 

Dad was a lecturer at Thames Polytechnic when he first met mum.  Mum still 

says that he ‘was a very important head of the engineering department and I 

was just a secretary’ – at the same place of work.  However, one fateful day 

in 1962 mum reversed her car into some corrugated iron in her church car 

park and whilst the car was being fixed at the garage, she had to take the bus 

to work.  But who was this eligible bachelor who drove past mum in his 

sports car, recognised her and then stopped to offer her a lift?  The rest, they 

say, is history. 

It was only by sheer chance that mum and dad ended up buying a house in 

Kingsway, Petts Wood.  Neither of them knew this area very well – both 

living in Bexleyheath - but it was recommended as a rather ‘lovely up and 

coming area’ by the local estate agent.  It was during his early years of 

marriage that dad completed his PhD at the University of London on the 

subject of mechanical engineering and thermo dynamics, with mum spending 

hours typing up his thesis on her trustworthy typewriter, using carbon copy 

paper and tippex – no word processors or computers around in those days!  

And what a lovely home mum and dad made for Mark and myself at Kingsway 

as we grew up.  He was not particularly musical himself but supported both 

Mark and myself in all our musical endeavours and loved going to musical 

concerts and supporting musicians.  He used to accompany Mark to jazz 

concerts in London, wouldn’t miss a St Olaves Subscription concert and was 

always in the audience for Bromley Music Trust events.   

And this lovely home that dad mad for us in Petts Wood he did both literally 

and figuratively  - as dad proved his technical and practical skills by building a 

large kitchen extension himself – with Mark as his ‘apprentice’.   

One vital aspect of Kingsway was that the garage was big enough for all his 

lathes, tools and engineering bit and bobs that he had collected over the 

years.  And the driveway had to be big enough for dad’s collection of cars 

that changed over the years some of which are now considered infamous.  

Who can ever forget the Austin Allegro?   Dad’s love of cars stayed with him. 
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His last project was doing up his beloved Morris Traveller which he bought 

for mum, the year I was born. Dad had been working on it for years now 

with the help of neighbour Ian, and the car is almost roadworthy – he didn’t 

manage to take a spin in the restored Traveller before he became poorly.  

However, I am sure Mark will ensure that it will get on the road someday 

soon and we will do a lap of honour in memory of dad.   

So here we have the two sides of dad:  he was academic, intellectual and 

loved learning.  But was also highly practical, hands-on, resourceful and 

artistic.  He was never happier than when he was pottering around in the 

garage, working on his next car renovation, construction project or oil 

painting.   

Once retired, dad spent many years volunteering in many different walks of 

life:  he taught at adult literacy classes, spent many years as a Governor and 

then Chairman of the Governors at St Olave’s School, he was Treasurer of 

the Old Bexley Music Society for a long stretch and helped with sponsorship 

and fund raising for the music group.  

 He was always happy to help out at Church whatever was required but he 

never wanted to be the centre of attention or to be very visible.  He always 

took on jobs behind the scenes or in the background to help out Church life.  

He became well known for doing what were called ‘Rolls Royce’ jobs:  

whatever he put his hands to would be of the highest quality and would pass 

the test of time… whether it was building the Toy Box on wheels for All 

Saints’ Tots- which is still in use today, re-painting the Church nativity figures 

or making creative props for church plays put on by David Matthews – one 

of which was a lion’s head made out of papier mache.  Much to the pleasure 

of many of his good friends, he also designed a number of personalised 

gnomes that caused quite a stir as memorable and unique birthday gifts  

Dad was not a great talker, but when he did speak it was usually something 

that made you think – either because it was every interesting or very funny.  

A loving grandfather, I know Chloe and Tommy have such fond memories of 

their ‘Baba’:   listening to him, learning from him and laughing with him.  And 

I know for a fact that he was so very proud of them both Chloe and Tommy.   

To sum up such a rich, interesting and long life is difficult:  dad was kind and 

helpful;  popular and appreciated;  loved deeply by his family and admired by 

his friends.  He had a deep faith that was with him all his life. 
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He was strong and resilient – recovering many times from serious illness and 

major surgery.  But there has been one overwhelming theme to all of the 

comments and kind messages of support that we have received over the past 

few weeks about dad and that is that he was a true gentleman.    A true 

gentleman who stood for respect, integrity, kindness and serving others.  He 

was a true gentleman as well as being a truly gentle man. 

Thank you God for having Dad in our lives.    

He will be missed so much but the memories of dad will stay with us always.   

Thanks be to God.   
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REFLECTIONS 

The Parable of the Prodigal Son 

The parable of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32) is one of Jesus’ best-known 

stories. It beautifully presents the good news of the gospel: the story of God’s 

generous and underserved love towards us. It’s the story of us being lost yet 

also found by Him.  

The younger son is lost when he demands his inheritance early, deliberately 

making himself independent and treating his father as dead! This reflects our 

own lostness as human beings, when we are cut off from the presence and 

grace of a loving heavenly Father. 

After squandering his wealth, he finally comes to his senses: ‘Father, I have 

sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called 

your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ (18,19). However, even 

before he arrives home, his father sees him, runs to greet him, and welcomes 

his son back home. The celebrations for the son reflect the ‘rejoicing in 

heaven over one sinner who repents’ (7) for our own homecoming. 

This story graphically demonstrates the amazing grace of God for each one 

of us. The older son’s misunderstanding of the father’s actions is a warning 

not to harden our hearts to the work of God’s grace in ourselves and others. 

‘There is nothing we can do to make God love us more. There is nothing we 

can do to make God love us less.’ (Philip Yancey). 

The story is told of a father and son who had become estranged, and the 

father searched for him to no avail. In desperation, he put an advert in a local 

newspaper: ‘Dear Paco, meet me in front of this newspaper office at noon 

on Saturday. All is forgiven. I love you. Your Father.’ On the Saturday 800 

Pacos showed up!! 

Canon Paul Hardingham 

 

Reflected Faith Series: Who is in the building? 

In England, hopefully by the time you read this, all the lock-down and social 

isolation measures will have been relaxed. Church buildings and services will 

be ‘back to normal’. Working folk will be back in their workplaces, and all 

will be well with us all. 

I live in hope – but I am well aware that the reality will be different.  It’s the 

difference between a switch that turns the light fully on or fully off and a 

dimmer switch that allows the brightness to increase or decrease slowly.  All 

of us will need time to ‘rest’ before we get our mojo and energy levels back 

up again.   
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This last 16 months or so have been hectic and traumatic for everyone in 

different ways. That’s why coming into the quietness and space of a church 

building can be so uplifting. 

So this month: 

Listen out for and/or read the opening words of the service.  Most often they 

will be the following or very similar: ‘The Lord be with you’.  And the 

congregation replies, ‘And also with you’. It’s a simple acknowledgement that 

we have come together with the same intention – to meet with God. And 

that He is with us. With all of us. We are encircled by His love and grace. 

Just pause for a moment and drink in those words and the huge meaning 

contained in those short phrases. God is not just here for some of us, but 

for all of us. We are not only with those we can see, but with God Himself. 

How amazing is that!  May those words enable you to stand up straighter 

again and give you strength for the days ahead. 

The Revd Dr Jo White 

 

Don’t be afraid to fail 

In my local church, we use a parish prayer which includes the line: ‘Help us 

to be brave enough to fail - but try again.’ 

Encouraging words indeed, and if we look back throughout the centuries, 

many men and women who have made the world a better place have taken 

those words to heart. 

For example, where would we be today without electricity? Yet at school, 

Thomas Edison was told he was "too stupid to learn anything.” He was sacked 

from his first two jobs; and made 1,000 unsuccessful attempts at inventing 

the light bulb. But in the end, he succeeded, and changed the course of world 

history. 

Car manufacturer Henry Ford revolutionised transport in the USA, but he 

had five businesses fail before he founded the successful Ford Motor 

Company. 

Winston Churchill was a Nobel Prize-winning, twice-elected Prime Minster, 

but he struggled at school, was defeated in early elections for public office, 

and did not become Prime Minister until he was 62. 

As the late Nelson Mandela wisely observed: “Do not judge me by my 

successes, judge me by how many times I fell down and got back up again.” 

So, let us commit ourselves to loving God with all our hearts, to putting our 

abilities at His disposal, and to never giving up. 

Colin Hammacott  
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This is the updated list of most urgently needed items: 

 

Bags for Life   /   Instant Whips   /   Jellies 

Sponge puddings   /   Rice   /   Squash 

Deodorants   /   Nappies size 6 

Biological washing detergent 

 

The following are not currently required: 

Pasta   /   Cereals   /   Baby milk 

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Vanessa Dixon 

 

 

 

WELCOMERS: We are looking for suitable volunteers to be welcomers.  

The welcomers work alongside the sidespersons and they are appointed by 

the Parochial Church Council, need to be on the church electoral roll and 

receive safeguarding training.  The welcomers greet people at the outer 

church door, as they come into the church, look out for newcomers after 

the service and during coffee at the rear of the church , and share information 

about All Saints’ Church, as appropriate.  Please contact Churchwarden Peter 

Clarke, in the first instance, if you are interested in being a welcomer. 

 

 

SERVERS NEEDED: The serving team is currently severely depleted and 

urgently needs some new members, especially as we look forward to the 

relaxation of the current restrictions.  

If you are interested in serving at the altar, please contact Malcolm or Vanessa 

Dixon on vanessa.m.dixon@btinternet.com or phone 01689 851767.  

We will be delighted to hear from you. 

 

  

mailto:vanessa.m.dixon@btinternet.com
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THE GARDENING GROUP 

 

 

They have been busy again - the picture below is of the Yew Tree path 

from the Lychgate to the Church after the completion of work by the 

Gardening Group to prune back and tidy the trees. 

 

We extend our thanks for their hard work in keeping our churchyard 

looking so tidy. 

 

If you want to join them, please contact Dave House who will be more than 

pleased to hear from you. 
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COFFEE BREAK SUDOKU 
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CHILDREN’S CORNER 

 

 
 

 

A PICTURE TO COLOUR 

 
 

Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for 

the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.” 

 

Read the story in Matthew Chapter 19 verse 14 

  



34 

 

THE LIGHTER SIDE 
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GROUPS AND SOCIETIES 

Choir Practice This takes place on Fridays at 7.30pm  

(except August) 

 

Bible Reading Fellowship BRF Notes are available on request. 

Contact: Maggie Dawson - 01689 823857 

 

Bible Study Group This group is open to all and meet on the second 

Tuesday of each month at 10.30 am  

at 27 Glendower Crescent. 

Contact: tbc 

 

Children’s Society Contact: Anne Spencer - 01689 601753 

 

Gardening Group This group meets on Thursdays at 10.00 am until 

12.30pm (weather permitting). 

Contact: Dave House - 01689 828037 

 

Church Mission Society Contact: Richard Newson - 01689 821445 

 

Corporate Communion (Focus and Mothers’ Union): This takes place on 

the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 10:00 am in 

the Church 

 

Focus This group is open to all women and meet on the 

second Thursday of each month at 2.00 pm in the 

Old Church 

Contact:  Anne Spencer - 01689 601753 

 

Julian Group This group is open to all and meet on the third 

Tuesday of each month at 2:00 pm  

Contact: Vanessa Dixon - 01689 851767 

 

Out of Focus This social group is open to all men and meet 

approximately  every two months to chat and 

arrange outings 

Contact: David House - 01689 828037 

 

St Michael’s Guild The guild decorate the Church throughout the 

year including weddings and funerals. They can 

arrange pedestals for members of the congregation 

to celebrate an anniversary, birthday or in memory 

of a loved one. 

Contact:  Margaret Lovett - 01689 831667 
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