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Quality Home Help Service 

Cleaning - Laundry - Ironing- Shopping 

Running Errands - Companionship 

 

Call Lena on : 0203 609 2417 

www.marigoldseniorsupport.com 

http://www.marigoldseniorsupport.com/
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ORPINGTON PARISH CHURCH 
Top of Church Hill (off High Street). Other entrances and car parks in Bark Hart Rd 

Follow us on Facebook at All Saints’ Orpington. 

Vicar:  The Rev’d George M Rogers 

   1a Keswick Road, Orpington, BR6 0EU 

   Tel: 01689 824624 

Website:  www.allsaintsorpington.org.uk 

Daily Hope:  0800 804 8044 – A freephone service provided by the C of E 

Lay Ministers:  Pam Mercer  Tel: 01689 821171 

   Abi Hiscock    Tel: 01689 898329 

Pastoral Assistant:           Sheila Anderson  Tel: 07957 218706 

Churchwardens:  Peter Clarke  Tel: 01689 832325 

   Duncan Hellicar  Tel: 01689 871026  

Assistant Wardens: Malcolm Dixon     Tel: 01689 851767 

                                     Gill Sinclair       Tel: 01689 875702 

                                     Denis Reidy    Tel: 01689 607202 

Children and   Mandy Turner    Email: rr.turner@ntlworld.com 

Young People:  Catherine King/Val Pickering Email: youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com  

   Cathy Hussey  Tel:  01689 821632 

Director of Music:      Phoebe Tak Man Chow   Email:  takmanchow@gmail.com 

Parish Administrator  Karen Kelly   Tel: 01689 832031 

Church Office  Monday-Friday: 9.30 to 12.30  Closed on Wednesdays 
   Bark Hart Road, Orpington. BR6 0QD  

   Tel: 01689 832031  Email: allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 

Parochial Church Council 

 Secretary: Gill Sinclair  Tel: 01689 875702 

 Treasurer: Tim Birse   Tel: 01689 836392 

Safeguarding Officer Gill Sinclair   Tel: 01689 875702.  

Planned Giving Recorder: David Laker  Tel: 01689 834820  

Book of Remembrance: Jenni Sargent  Tel: 01689 826547 

Sacristan:  Malcolm & Vanessa Dixon:   Tel: 01689 851767  

Magazine Editor:              Gill Sinclair  Email: gillsinclair@outlook.com 

Caretaker:                         David House  Tel: 07956 101189 

Special Facilities:              Loop system for the deaf - set to position ‘T’ on hearing aids. 

                Ramp into church. Wheelchair access. Toilet for the disabled. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   SUNDAY SERVICES  8.00am Holy Communion  BCP 

    9.30am Parish Eucharist  CW 

   On certain Festivals  6.30pm Choral Evensong  BCP 

   Wednesday    10.00am Eucharist  CW 

   Monday to Friday   9.00am Morning Prayer  CW 

Major Saints’ Days as announced in the diary 

http://www.allsaintsorpington.org.uk/
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NOTICEBOARD 

 ALL SAINTS’ PRAYING FOR ALL STREETS 

This month we are praying for the following streets in the 

Parish: 

 Claywood Close Irene Road  

 Polperro Close Tintagel Road 

May the love of Jesus abide in your homes and with your families 

 

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU 

We are praying for all those whose birthdays are this month, 

especially: 

   Rev’d George Rogers Elizabeth Whitbread 

   Cathy Hussey  Dave House  

   John Pentlow  Rita Oppenshaw 

May the light of Jesus shine through them on your Birthday 

 

 DAILY HOPE: This is a service being provided by the 

Church of England.  When you call 0800 804 8044 you will 

be given six options to choose from, including a weekly 

service, popular hymns and traditional morning and evening 

prayer.  

 

 

 

FOLLOW OUR SERVICES:  The following link takes 

you directly to the video page of All Saints' Facebook and 

from there you can choose which video to watch. You do 

not need to have a Facebook account – 
https://www.facebook.com/AllSaintsOrpington/videos/?ref=page_internal 
 

 

 

HOME COMMUNION: - If you have been unable to 

attend church services and would like to receive Holy 

Communion, the Vicar and Lay Ministers will be able to 

bring the sacrament to you.  Please telephone the Church 

Office (01689 832031) to request a visit. 

 

 

SAINTS ALIVE! MAGAZINE 

Please send your articles for the next month’s magazine to 

Gill by Sunday 24 April 2022 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/AllSaintsOrpington/videos/?ref=page_internal
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SEEK AND YOU SHALL FIND… 

 

If you have ever wept over the loss of someone beloved—parent, child, 

partner, dearest friend—then you can understand Mary Magdalene’s grief 

over Jesus’ death. Lost in the confusion of grief’s pain, Mary Magdalene is 

unable to comprehend what has taken place. Finding the stone removed from 

the mouth of the tomb fills her with fear. Panic-stricken she runs to Peter 

and the beloved disciple to tell them what the evidence suggests: someone 

has stolen Jesus’ body. Peter and the other disciple race, in a mixture of 

terror and anger, to see for themselves what further violence can have been 

done to Jesus’ body. Had he not been mortified enough, humiliated enough, 

disgraced enough? Yes—his body is gone. What can it mean? The men 

examine the tomb with its grave clothes strewn across the floor, only the 

head covering rolled neatly in a place by itself. Wanting to believe but unsure 

of what even such belief might mean, the two return to their homes leaving 

Mary to weep. 

As the story further unfolds, the risen Lord stands behind Mary asking, 

“Whom do you seek?” It is this question he had asked of his very first two 

disciples, at the beginning of his ministry. It is the same question he had asked 

of the chief priests, Pharisees and soldiers the previous Thursday evening 

when they had come to the garden to arrest him. Now, supposing him to be 

the gardener, Mary pursues her single-minded thought: the whereabouts of 

Jesus’ dead body. Who of us does not feel her aching, empty longing when 

she says “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, 

and I will take him away”? He calls her by name—“Mary!” And we 

reverberate with the mixture of wonder and joy which form her cry of 

recognition as she surges forward to embrace him. He is not dead. He is 

alive, he is risen! He had said he would be taken away and they would weep 

and mourn, but their pain would be transformed into joy. She had not 

understood; none of them had. He had said “I will see you again, and your 

hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you.” So this is what 

he had meant. Like their friend Lazarus before him, he was alive again. 

But not quite.  

Like Lazarus, Jesus has come forth from the tomb in flesh that is absolutely 

recognisable. Without any doubt Mary knows who he is and seeks to 

embrace him. But he is quite unlike Lazarus.  
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Lazarus emerged still wrapped in the grave clothes, awaiting Jesus’ command 

to unbind him and let him go free. Jesus has left the grave clothes behind, 

scattered throughout the tomb. Lazarus would die again. Jesus has left death 

behind him forever. 

The risen Jesus emerges from the tomb with a body quite unlike what Lazarus 

knew. This is a body which will never die again. This is a body which will 

never again know the limitation of time or space. This is a body which will 

never again know pain, sorrow or tears. This is a body fashioned for a new 

creation, a new heaven and a new earth, a body which is flesh and blood of a 

different order, fit for a reality of a different order. The disciples had feared 

some kind of violence. And in a way, they were right. This is violence all 

right—a Holy Violence—not so much the undoing of death, as an entirely 

new act of new creation. God has stretched the cosmic number of creation 

from seven to eight. In the old seven day cycle, death appeared, entering 

through the first Adam and remains on the scene to this day, the vanquisher 

of us all. But on this eighth day God has done a new thing—created life 

beyond death—stripped death of its triumph, vindicating not only Jesus’ life, 

word and identity but demonstrating for all who will look, that the new day 

is dawning, the new age unfolding. Easter—the eighth day of creation—Jesus 

steps from the tomb revealing God’s new thing. Death has been left behind, 

resurrection has broken forth. Christ is the first fruit, his empty tomb the 

foretaste of what awaits each of us. 

At Easter we shout “Christ is risen, the Lord is risen indeed!” as affirmation, 

not only of the empty tomb, but as an assertion that the tomb of death 

contains none who belong to Christ. The grave is not a final resting place. It 

is but a marker of transition into God’s new reality—the new heaven and 

earth—the new creation. Those who have gone before us have stepped 

through the door of death, led by our risen Lord and now find themselves 

held firmly in his awaiting arms. Their lives are hidden in him, awaiting that 

day of his return when all the saints—all those gathered about him at the 

celestial table—will appear with him, and will be found to be just like him. 

We gather to remember not only his resurrection. We gather to remember 

that because he lives, they live as well. Because he lives, we too shall live. As 

the Apostle Paul reminds us “If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we 

are of all people most to be pitied.”    

But if for the next life only we have hoped in Christ, then we are to be pitied 

as well, for then we are missing the power of his resurrection now. Christians 

worship not some distant Lord, separated by the past, as though our object 

of hope were the historical Jesus.   
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Nor do we worship some distant Lord obscured by other worldly celestial 

transcendence. We worship Jesus Christ, the risen Lord who is present to 

us now in word, in sacrament, in the community and fellowship of faith by 

the power of God’s Holy Spirit.  

We worship the risen Christ who comes to us in our loss and confusion, as 

he came to Mary: to comfort, to give hope and power for new life. 

When Jesus said to Mary, “Do not hold onto me....” he was not prohibiting 

her from touching him. Later that evening he would invite his disciples to do 

precisely that. Rather, Jesus was saying that his work was not yet complete. 

He must return to the Father. Mary is to tell his brothers and sisters that he 

goes forth to complete his work. For there is yet more for him to do. There 

are still enemies of this gospel afoot in this world. There are still those in 

life—principalities and powers, soldiers and sovereigns—who are set against 

the purposes of God’s redeeming and transforming love. The power of death 

is still very real in the world. Jesus returned to the Father to be able to deal 

with them, to put them “under his feet,” to defeat them, as he has defeated 

the tomb. Only then—when he has destroyed death, once for all—will he 

hand the reign back to the Father, his own work complete. 

But Jesus ascends for another reason. He returned to his Father that he might 

reach out to you and to me, to everyone who calls him Lord to give us power 

to live beyond death now. As he called Mary by name, amid her tears, he calls 

us by name when overwhelmed with the death of those we love, to remind 

us that they are not dead, but live hidden in him. When he appears, they shall 

be with him. He calls us by name when overwhelmed with the death around 

us, to remind us that the tomb is empty—he has power over those things 

that entomb us. New life is to be found in him. He calls us by name to 

transform our lives, to turn our pain into delight, promising a joy so powerful, 

so eternal, that it will never be taken from us. He calls us by name in the 

frantic pursuits of daily life and asks his continuing question: “Whom do you 

seek?” 

The Rev’d George M Rogers 
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A PRAYER 

 

 
 

Forbid that I should walk through Thy beautiful world 

With unseeing eyes. 

 

Forbid that the lure of the market place 

Should ever entirely steal my heart 

Away from the love of the 

Open acres and green trees. 

 

Forbid that under the low roof 

Of workshop or office or study 

I should ever forget Thy great over-arching sky; 

 

Forbid that when Thy creatures 

Are greeting the morning with songs and shouts of joy 

I alone should wear a dull and sullen face; 

 

Let the energy and vigour which in Thy wisdom 

Thou hast infused into every living thing, 

Stir today within my being 

That I may not be among Thy creatures 

A sluggard and a drone; 

 

And above all give me grace to use these beauties of earth 

And this eager stirring of life within me as means 

Whereby my soul may rise from creature to Creator 

And from nature to nature’s God 

 

John Baillie 

 

(Shared with us by Geoffrey Dawson) 
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MUSIC, MUSIC, MUSIC 

And All for Free with a Cup of Tea!! 

 
 

When Phoebe arrived at All Saints’, she wanted to organise monthly Saturday 

recitals but then a certain C word got in the way and locked us all down! 

Time moves on and things changed but Phoebe’s ambition stayed with her.  

Finding the musicians and organising the date is Phoebe’s job and the Social 

and Fundraising Committee have agreed to support this initiative by offering 

tea and coffee for a small donation to the work of the church. 

Formed in 2020, the Marigold Ensemble are all current or former students 

of the Guildhall School of Music. They were the winners of the St James’s 

Chamber Music Prize 2020, resulting in performances at St James Piccadilly 

and Milton Court Hall. They have played in masterclasses with members of 

the Heath and Endellion Quartets, whilst also receiving coaching from Carole 

Presland, Richard Lester, and Adrian Brendel. Across the group, they have 

performed at many of Europe’s major concert halls including Wigmore Hall, 

Barbican Centre, Royal Festival Hall, Royal Concertgebouw, and Berlin 

Philharmonie. 

And what’s more it was a 40 minute journey with the music raising our spirits 

and the next minute looking deep into our souls.  The musicianship was 

amazing and if you ever see a flyer that mentions the Marigold Ensemble, it 

would be one not to miss.   I am looking forward to the next recital on 16 

April – will you be there too?  We look forward to serving you tea and/or 

coffee! 

An Enthusiast Music Lover  
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OBSERVATIONS FOR APRIL 

 

3 April – the Boat Race 

This month begins with one of the world’s oldest and most 

famous amateur sporting events: The Boat Race.   

First raced in 1829 by crews from Oxford and Cambridge 

Universities, it is considered the epitome of amateur sport, and each year 

attracts more than 250,000 spectators to the banks of the Thames, as well 

as many millions more on television.  

The Boat Race is raced along what is called the Championship Course, which 

is over 4.25 miles of tidal Thames in West London, between Putney and 

Mortlake. This year will see the 167th Men’s Boat Race and the 76th Women’s 

Boat Race. 

 

24 April – Dem Bones, dem bones 

It has been said that the body of any organisation is made up 

of four types of bones…. 

 

There are the Wishbones – who spend their time wishing someone else 

would do something about the problem under discussion. 

There are the Jawbones – who spend their time talking about the problem. 

There are the Knucklebones – who spend their time knocking everything that 

everyone has already done or would like to do. 

Finally, there are the Backbones who quietly come along, get under the load, 

and carry it! 

Which type of bone are you? 

 

The Italian pasta diet that really works 

You walka pasta da bakery 

You walka pasta da sweet shop 

You walka pasta da ice cream shop 

You walka pasta da table and fridge 

You gonna lose da weight!  
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THE STORY BEHIND THE HYMN 

“My song is love unknown” 

 

 

 

Samuel Crossman (1624-1684), an 

Anglican minister, received a bachelor of 

divinity at Penbroke College, Cambridge. 

He then served both an Anglican parish at 

All Saints, Sudbury, and a Puritan 

congregation. 

 

 

 

Crossman sympathised with the Puritan cause as a dissenting religious body 

within the context of the Anglican Church of England.  He participated in the 

1661 Savoy Conference, which attempted to revise the Book of Common 

Prayer so that it could serve both Puritans and Anglicans. 

 

The Conference was unsuccessful, and the 1662 Act of Uniformity expelled 

some 2,000 Anglican ministers, including Crossman.  He recanted and was 

soon ordained in 1665, becoming a royal chaplain. He was called to a position 

in Bristol in 1667 and became Dean of Bristol Cathedral in 1683. 

 

This poignant meditation of the Passion of Christ was published just before 

Crossman’s ordination, in The Young Man’s Meditation (1664). This short book 

of poems was reprinted in 1683, and the poem appeared for the first time as 

a hymn in the Anglican Hymn Book in 1686, just two years after the author’s 

death. 

 

The original poem has seven stanzas, taking the singer from Palm Sunday 

through the crucifixion. But its purpose is not simply to retell the events of 

the Passion. From the beginning we find that this is a love song—sung to the 

Saviour who demonstrated pure love, even to the “loveless” so that they 

might be “lovely.” 
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ALL SAINTS’ – A BUSY CHURCH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now that we are at last coming out of Lockdown and have more freedoms, 

we are pleased that the church and hall are becoming busy again.   It is so 

good that we are able to offer our beautiful church with all its facilities again. 

 

This does however create a problem in that anyone who needs to have access 

to the church for other reasons apart from events will be finding it difficult 

to just enter the church whenever convenient. 

 

We would therefore be grateful if anyone who wishes to attend the church 

for any reason could please call the office and arrange a convenient time – 

Karen will try her best to accommodate you around the many events we 

have planned. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 
 

 

 

 

PARISH REGISTERS 

MARCH 2022 

 

  BURIAL/CREMATIONS: 

 

               

We extend our love and sympathy to their family and friends 

  

Burial of Ashes 27 February Reginald Ivor John Wallis (85) 

Burial of Ashes 5 March  Maisie Myra Mansi (94) 

Burial 9 March John Albert Nicholas (67) 

Burial of Ashes 26 March Ellen Dalton (99) 

Burial of Ashes 16 March Vera Nora Stokes (93) 



16 

 

  

 

Live-In Home Care 
 

We are a family owned and run agency specialising in 

live-in care, with over 30 years experience in the care 

sector.  

  

We offer an alternative to residential care, providing our 

clients with one to one live-in care, enabling them to 

remain in the comfort and security of their own home. 
  

We are based in Tunbridge Wells, Kent and provide live-in 

services to clients in the local areas of Kent and Sussex. 

 

 

  

 

Tel: 01892 518400  

www.bespokecarecompany.co.uk 
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P A C E Y’s 
The Garden Shop 

Garden Machinery and Tools 

Sales and Servicing. 

71 Chislehurst Rd, Orpington,  
BR6 0DQ 

FREE collection and delivery 

01689 834208 
Email: info@paceymowers.co.uk 

mailto:info@paceymowers.co.uk
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3rd April: Richard of Chichester 

wanting to see more clearly, dearly and nearly 

Ever wonder where the prayer … ‘May I know thee 

more clearly, love thee more dearly, and follow thee more 

nearly, day by day’ comes from?  Richard of 

Chichester, a bishop in the 13th century, wrote it. 

 

He began life as Richard de Wych of Droitwich, the 

son of a yeoman farmer.  But Richard was a studious 

boy, and after helping his father on the farm for 

several years, refused an advantageous offer of 

marriage, and instead made his way to Oxford, and 

later to Paris and Bologna to study canon law. 

 

In 1235 he returned to Oxford, and was soon appointed Chancellor, where 

he supported Edmund, Archbishop of Canterbury, in his struggles against 

King Henry III’s misuse of Church funds.  After further study to become a 

priest, Richard was in due course made a bishop himself.  He was greatly 

loved.  He was charitable and accessible, both stern and merciful to sinners, 

extraordinarily generous to those stricken by famine, and a brilliant legislator 

of his diocese.  He decreed that the sacraments were to be administered 

without payment, Mass celebrated in dignified conditions, the clergy to be 

chaste, to practise residence, and to wear clerical dress.  The laity was obliged 

to attend Mass on Sundays and holy days, and to know by heart the Hail Mary 

as well as the Lord’s Prayer and the Creed.   

 

Richard was also prominent in preaching the Crusade, which he saw as a call 

to reopen the Holy Land to pilgrims, not as a political expedition.  He died 

at Dover on 3rd April 1253.  In art, Richard of Chichester is represented with 

a chalice at his feet, in memory of his having once dropped the chalice at 

Mass!  One ancient English church is dedicated to him.   

 

And, of course, he is author of that famous prayer, now set to popular music, 

which runs in full:   “Thanks be to thee, my Lord Jesus Christ for all the benefits 

thou hast given me, for all the pains and insults which thou hast borne for me. O 

most merciful redeemer, friend and brother, may I know thee more clearly, love 

thee more dearly and follow thee more nearly, day by day.” 
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES 

 

Sunday Clubs 

 
 

 

Young Saints 
 

    For all children and young people 

9.30 a.m in the hall 
 

Join us as we have fun learning about Jesus, the Bible 

and Church.  We sing, play games, make things, cook 

and pray together. 

 

 

 

     There is a creche for babies and very young children. 
 

 

Contact: Catherine King or Val Pickering 

  Email: youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 
 

 

Youth Group for Secondary School Children 
Join us as we learn and discuss how the Bible is relevant 

to our everyday lives. 
 

Contact: Mandy Turner 

  Email: rr.turner@ntlworld.com  
 

 All groups come into church in time to join the congregation at the altar to 

receive a communion or blessing and join their parents. 

  

mailto:youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com
mailto:rr.turner@ntlworld.com
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ALL SAINTS’ PARISH CHURCH  

MONTHLY CALENDAR – APRIL 2022 

(PLEASE NOTE:  Events can be added or cancelled at short notice  

so please remember to check the weekly pew sheet) 

 

Every Week: Monday to Friday, 9.00 am - Morning Prayer 

   Monday to Friday, 5.00 pm – Evening Prayer 

   Friday, 7.30 pm – Choir Practice 

 

Fri 1 9.30 am Contemplative Prayer (Church) 

  10.30 am Pre School Easter Service (Church) 

  2.00 pm Festival Choir Rehearsal (Church)  

Sat 2 10.00 am Confirmation Class (Church) 

  7.30 pm Festival Choir Concert 

Sun 3 Fifth Sunday of Lent 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Eucharist 

  3.30 pm Choral Evensong 

  5.00 pm Stations of the Cross 

Wed 6 10.00 am  Midweek Eucharist followed by Morning Coffee 

Thurs 7 10.00 am Gardening Group 

  2.00 pm Focus Group (Church) 

Sat 9 10.00 am Confirmation Class (Church) 

Sun 10 PALM SUNDAY 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Procession and Parish Eucharist 

  6.00 pm BYMT Concert 

Mon 11 7.30 pm Holy Eucharist 

Tues 12 7.30 pm Holy Eucharist 

Wed 13 10.00 am Midweek Eucharist followed by Morning Coffee 

  7.30 pm Holy Eucharist 

Thurs 14 MAUNDY THURSDAY 

  10.00 am Gardening Group 

  8.00 pm Liturgy of Maundy Thursday 
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Fri 15 GOOD FRIDAY 

  11.00 am Outdoor CTO Service in the Market Square 

  12 noon Silent Holy Hour of Meditation and Prayer 

  2.00 pm Liturgy of Good Friday 

Sat 16 12 noon Coffee Recital (Church) 

   (refreshments served from 11am) 

Sun 17 EASTER DAY 

  6.00 am Great Easter Vigil  

  9.30 am Easter Family Eucharist 

Tues 19 8.00 pm Festival Choir Rehearsal 

Wed 20 10.00 am  Midweek Eucharist followed by Morning Coffee 

Thurs 21 10.00 am Tots 

  10.00 am Gardening Group 

  11.30 am U3A Choir Rehearsal 

  5.30 pm Vocal Teaching (Choir Vestry) – until 8.30 pm 

Sat 23 10.00 am Confirmation Class (Church) 

Sun 24 Second Sunday of Easter 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Eucharist 

  11.15 am APCM 

Tues 26 8.00 pm Festival Choir Rehearsal 

Wed 27 10.00 am  Midweek Eucharist followed by Morning Coffee 

Thurs 28 10.00 am Tots 

  10.00 am Gardening Group 

  5.30 pm Vocal Teaching (Choir Vestry) – until 8.30 pm 

Fri 29 2.00 pm Bereavement Group (Church Hall) 

Sat 30 10.00 am Confirmation Class (Church) 

 

Forthcoming Events 

14th May  12 noon Coffee Recital 

26th May  8 pm Liturgy of Ascension Day 
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES  

  

Throughout the week 

  

 
   All Saints’ Tots 
   A friendly and fun group for babies, toddlers and their parents, 

   grandparents and carers.  

  

We meet every Thursday in term time between 10.00-11.30am. 

  

Come and find us at the back of the Church to have a cuppa and a chat whilst the 

little ones play.  

  

Contact: Cathy Hussey - Tel: 01689 821632  

 

 

   Guiding  
   Meet in the Church Hall 

 

 

Rangers     (14 - 18 years)  Alternate Wednesdays  

Guides     (10 - 15 years)  7.30-9.00pm  

Brownies   (7 - 10 ½ years)  6.00-7.30pm  

 

Contact: Division Commissioner:  Jenny Wilkins -  01689 830844 

 

 

   Scouting 2nd Orpington Scout Group  
   Meet at 50a Court Road 

  

Explorers (14 - 18 years)  Thursday 

Scouts        (10½ - 14 years)  Wednesday & Friday 

Cubs          (8 - 10½ years)      Monday & Tuesday 

Beavers      (6 - 8 years)  Tuesday & Wednesdayp 

  

Contact: via website  www.2nd.orp.org.uk 

  

mailto:-%20cathy-hussey@ntlworld.com
http://www.2nd.orp.org.uk/
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10th – 17th April – An overview of Passion Week 

The events of Easter took place over a week, traditionally 

called Passion Week.   It began on Palm Sunday. After all 

His teaching and healing, Jesus had built a following.  

On the Sunday before He was to die, Jesus and His 

followers arrived at Jerusalem. The city was crowded. 

Jewish people were arriving to celebrate Passover. This 

commemorates how they had escaped from slavery in 

Egypt nearly 1,500 year earlier.  

Jesus rode into the city on a young donkey. He was greeted like a conquering 

hero. Cheering crowds waved palm branches in tribute. He was hailed as the 

Messiah who had come to re-establish a Jewish kingdom.  

The next day they returned to Jerusalem. Jesus went to the temple, the 

epicentre of the Jewish faith, and confronted money-changers and merchants 

who were ripping off the people. He overturned their tables and accused 

them of being thieves. The religious authorities were alarmed and feared how 

He was stirring up the crowds.  

On the Tuesday, they challenged Jesus, questioning His authority. He 

answered by challenging and condemning their hypocrisy. Later that day Jesus 

spoke to His disciples about future times. He warned them about fake 

religious leaders; the coming destruction of Jerusalem; wars, earthquakes and 

famines; and how His followers would face persecution. 

By midweek the Jewish religious leaders and elders were so angry with Jesus 

that they began plotting to arrest and kill Him. One of Jesus’ disciples, Judas, 

went to the chief priests and agreed to betray Him to them.  

Jesus and the 12 disciples gathered on the Thursday evening to celebrate the 

Passover meal. This is known as the Last Supper. During the evening, Jesus 

initiated a ritual still marked by Christians – Holy Communion – which 

commemorates His death. Jesus broke bread and shared it and a cup of wine 

with His disciples.  

Judas then left to meet the other plotters. Jesus continued to teach the others 

and then went outside into an olive grove to pray. He even prayed for all 

future believers. He agonised over what was to come but chose the way of 

obedience. The Bible book, Luke, records Him praying, ‘Father if you are 

willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will but yours be done’. Minutes later 

Judas arrived with soldiers and the chief priests and Jesus was arrested. 
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FOCUS 

We were pleased to welcome Bill Russell to the meeting 

on 10 March to give a talk about his work with bees, 

bringing with him the various products which he makes 

literally as a result of bees “ working themselves to death” 

and we were able to purchase Bromley honey, hand cream, 

pain relief cream, soap, body lotion and candles and had 

hands- on experience of actually making the hand cream! 

 

The business operates from Farnborough village, but the hives are spread 

around the borough – some on site in Farnborough, some at Newstead 

Wood school, allowing the pupils there to gain experience of beekeeping 

(well equipped with all the necessary safety equipment of course} and some 

are in Chislehurst and other sites. 

It is a fascinating process and Bill is deeply committed to his association with 

beekeeping and mentors other prospective beekeepers. 

The next Focus meeting will be on 7 April at 2.00pm at the back of the church 

when Patrick Hellicar will give a talk about the Goddington Estate.  All 

welcome.  

Come and support the steady growth of this group after the restrictions of 

the pandemic. 

Joy Nettleton 

 

 

Congregational singing is an important 

element at All Saints'.  On the 3rd of April, 

we will be holding our first congregational 

choral evensong.  The canticles and the 

psalm will be sung to familiar tunes.  All are 

welcome and there will be refreshments 

available at the end of the service.  

We are currently recruiting new choir members for both the adult and junior 

choirs.  If you enjoy teamwork and have a passion for singing and choral 

music, we would love to have you join us in the choir stalls, no previous 

experience is required. 

Phoebe Tak Man Chow  
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STEWARDSHIP OF TIME AND TALENTS:  

 

SERVING AT THE ALTAR 

 

I wonder whether you have considered becoming a server? It is a very 

rewarding way of contributing to the life of the church -- the worship in 

particular. It is often said that, if the servers are not very noticeable, then 

they have done their job well. The function of a server is one of assisting 

other ministries, principally that of the priest (celebrant) at the Eucharist. 

 

It is thought that quite early in the history of the Church there would have 

been people who assisted when Christians gathered for worship. Clearly 

defined roles were established early on. Assisting at services (the liturgy) 

might often have been a first step in the preparation for ordination to the 

priesthood. In the Old Testament the boy Samuel can be thought of as a 

server in the Temple, as he assisted Eli and even slept in the sanctuary. (See 

1 Samuel 1, 2: 8-20 and 3) The Acts of the Apostles tells us that the early 

Christians continued to attend Jewish worship in the Temple and the 

Synagogue. They would have been familiar with the tasks that had to be done 

in preparation for worship. The first authentic document in which mention is 

made of acolytes is a letter written in 251 by Pope Cornelius to Fabius, Bishop 

of Antioch. It says that there existed at that time in Rome forty-six priests, 

seven deacons, seven sub-deacons, forty-two acolytes, and fifty-two 

exorcists, lectors, and doorkeepers.  

 

The Book of Common Prayer says that the Wardens are expected to make 

sure that all is provided for worship, and there is no mention of servers. It 

was with the Oxford Movement in the early-mid 19th century that the role 

of the server was reintroduced into the life of our churches. Many churches 

now have a team of people who assist with the worship. What they do varies 

according to the nature and the style of the church. Good servers enable 

worship to be offered and make the role of the ordained ministers easier. 
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They should be dignified and prayerful, smart and humble. Servers should not 

look for the limelight for themselves but like St John the Baptist will always 

be pointing to Jesus and away from themselves. We are asked to keep in 

mind Jesus who came among us as one who serves, especially when at the 

Last Supper he washed his disciples’ feet. The server is part of the team that 

enables the worship to take place, under the guidance and leadership of the 

priest. They should also relate to the congregation with respect and kindness. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do servers actually do? They arrive before the service in time to 

prepare the altar and the vessels, and of course the bread and wine for Holy 

Communion. This includes how many wafers to make available in 

consultation with the celebrant. Because of the pandemic, the exact way in 

which we do this has changed more than once in the last couple of years, and 

is kept under review. It is important that we minimize the number of people 

handling the vessels. Only one person prepares the Communion wafers, and 

they pay particular attention to hand hygiene 

 

During the Eucharist it is important to be alert to what others are doing. If 

something goes wrong the server should remain calm but try to act quickly 

and unobtrusively to correct things. The servers lead the Gospel Procession, 

carrying the acolyte candles (or if there is only one server, the processional 

cross). The server who carries the processional cross is called the Crucifer. 

They lead the procession at the beginning and end of the service. They also 

press the button to ring the bell to summon Children’s Church and they help 

the celebrant adjust the number of wafers after the offertory according to 

the number of people present.  
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If there is a second server, they pour the wine and a little water into the 

chalice at the preparation of the table and then pour water from the lavabo 

jug over the celebrant’s fingers before the prayer of consecration. We are a 

very depleted team at present, so it is a challenge for one server to fulfil both 

roles. 

 

After the service the servers wash all the vessels and put everything away in 

its proper place, they help to calculate the numbers for the register, and they 

replace the cover and cross upon the altar. 

 

At the time of writing Holy Week is not far away, and this includes some 

very special services, which are rather more complicated. These liturgies are 

very ancient. They can be traced back to a pilgrimage made to the Holy Land 

in the Fourth Century by a nun called Egeria. She observed the liturgies, 

which were largely devised by St. Cyril of Jerusalem. They took place around 

Jerusalem at the sites of the events of the week. There were lots of 

processions! It is particularly rewarding to take part in these special services, 

culminating on Easter Day. Extra servers are often needed.  

However, we are very short of servers now for ‘ordinary’ Sundays. It would 

be good to be able to return to our former practice of always having two 

servers for the 9-30 Eucharist. There are also opportunities to serve for the 

8 am said Holy Communion service on Sundays or at 10 am on Wednesdays. 

 

Full training is given to new servers. There are written instructions, which 

we revise from time to time. However, the best way to learn is to serve 

alongside someone else to begin with. We understand if you’re nervous at 

first. We’ve been there ourselves! We shall be delighted to receive 

volunteers, whether you have served in the past or are completely new to it, 

or please just have a chat with us about it to find out more.  

 

Malcolm & Vanessa Dixon 

Tel: 01689 851767 

 
 

 

Acknowledgements 

Material was taken from: 

The Company of Servers’ Handbook 

‘Being a Server Today’ by Brendan Clover and Chris Verity 
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DO YOU LIKE BEING PUZZLED?! 

 
 

The Social & Fundraising Committee are 

organising an exhibition on 2 and 3 July 2022 to 

celebrate the Laying of the Foundation Stone of 

the New Church being 65 years ago! 

 

As part of the exhibition, we are thinking of 

creating a 750-piece jigsaw puzzle from the 

picture featured here. 

 

We would love to know if this is something that 

you would like.  We do not want to order a 

number of puzzles only to find that we do not 

have any takers for them! 

 

Normally, the jigsaw puzzles will be sold at £15 each.  We are offering them 

to the congregation at a pre-order special price of £12 per puzzle.  The jigsaw 

puzzles will be packaged in a cotton bag, complete with the above picture to 

help with the creation of the puzzle!  Puzzles will be available for collection 

at church.  If, on the other hand, you would like us to post them to you, we 

can do so but there will be an extra charge to cover the postage and packing.  

Amongst the advantages of packaging puzzles in bags are that they are smaller 

to store and easier to post, especially abroad. 

 

Before we go ahead, we would like to have an idea of how many puzzles to 

order, so please email events.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com, call 01689 

872317 or speak to Lesley Birse after church one day.  We need to have your 

pre-orders by Sunday 8 May 2022 so that we can make a decision on a) the 

number of puzzles to order and b) whether we have enough support to make 

it actually work!  Looking forward to hearing from you! 

 

It is not too late to register your interest 
 

Lesley Birse 

  

mailto:events.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com
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PHILIP MOSETTIG 

HANDYMAN  
NO JOB  TOO SMALL 

FREE QUOTE  

GENERAL HOUSEHOLD 

MAINTENANCE  

PAINTING & DECORATING 

GARDENING  

HONEST AND RELIABLE 

  

TEL 07504519586 

philipmosettig@yahoo.co.uk 
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COMMONWEALTH DAY OBSERVANCE SERVICE 

 

Last Monday (14th March) Westminster Abbey hosted the Commonwealth 

of Nations Observance Day.  As I watched the service on television I recalled 

the same day nearly 20 years ago when I was lucky enough to be invited to 

that year’s service. 

The theme that year was “Health and Vitality”.  Each Commonwealth country 

was asked to send a person or group to demonstrate something related to 

the theme.  Bromley Valley Gymnastic Centre was asked to represent the 

UK, and sent their top team of 4 acrobats.  Originally believing the display to 

be in a room somewhere, the coach asked ‘will the ceiling be high enough?’  

The response was ‘Will the roof of Westminster Abbey do?’ (needless to say, 

the answer was “yes!”) 

Our ‘Men’s 4’ team of acrobats performed a routine of about 3 minutes 

length, packed with excitement – including 3-high tower, and the lightest boy 

being catapulted into the vaulted ceiling to do 2 somersaults and land on the 

linked hands of the other 3. There was additional jeopardy to this 

performance - no soft landing mats, just the hard chequered tiles of the Abbey 

floor. 

We understood that it was customary for the audience not to applaud any 

of the performances within the Abbey.  However, when they had finished, 

there was a spontaneous crescendo of applause, and the ‘presenter’ came to 

the microphone and said he was lost for words. 

I was (and still am) so proud of them.  Those 4 young men later became 

World Champions.  The oldest then retired, and is now an accountant for 

M&S, the other 3 were head-hunted by Cirque du Soleil and still travel the 

world with that peerless company.  

Marion Cunningham 
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HELP FOR UKRAINE 

 

 

 

 

Sunny Kids, the pre-school who hire 

our hall weekdays, put out a request 

for help for the people in Ukraine.  

We sent it round our email 

database, put it up on our Facebook 

page and generally put the word 

out.  The response was terrific and 

two lorries were filled to the brim 

with blankets, duvets and sheets 

etc. 

 

 

I thought it would be nice if they had 

some new blankets and towels and 

so I visited the High Street and went 

into “Crash Bank Wallop”.  It is very 

much like TK Max inside and sells a 

variety of goods.  The gentleman in 

the shop was kindness itself and 

when I explained to him why I 

wanted to buy bales of towels, he 

very kindly only charged me for two 

and donated a further two together 

with two throws and some sheets 

and pillowcases.   

 

I went back to the shop a couple of days later to tell him that his donation 

was gratefully received and that it did get on the already packed van, and 

he said he was pleased to have helped. 

 

Val Pickering  
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PRAYER REQUESTS 
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The current needs of the Foodbank are as follows: 

 

 

Fruit Juice 

Long Life Milk 

Instant Whip , 

Sponge Pudding 

Tinned Fruit 

Men’s Shaving Foam/Gel 

Antibacterial Spray. 

 

 

We do not currently have a need for the following: 

Baby formula 

Pasta 

Cereal 

Tea 

Biscuits 

 

Please do not include out of date or fresh items 

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Vanessa Dixon 
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COFFEE BREAK SUDOKU 
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CHILDREN’S CORNER 

 

 

     EASTER WORD HUNT 
G K F L O W E R L 

N U G S O P T X B 

I H R E T S A E U 

R E G G A G P C N 

P M E L B H R O N 

S P H G H U N T Y 

N H B A S K E T P 

B Q K D O I B W O 

W O C H I C K E N 

 

Can you find these words in the grid? 

Chicken Spring Hunt Easter 

Bunny Egg Flower Basket 

 

The Good News - Luke 24:1-8 

Jesus Has Risen - On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, 

the women took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb. 2 They 

found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they entered, they 

did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were wondering about 

this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside 

them. 5 In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, 

but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the 

dead? 6 He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he 

was still with you in Galilee: 7 ‘The Son of Man must be delivered over to the 

hands of sinners, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.’ 8 Then 

they remembered his words.  
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THE LIGHTER SIDE 
 

 
 

Money 

A young man asked an old rich man how he made his money. 

The old guy fingered his worsted wool vest and said, “Well, son, it was 1932, 

the depth of the Great Depression. I was down to my last nickel.  I invested 

that nickel in an apple. I spent the entire day polishing the apple and, at the 

end of the day, I sold the apple for ten cents. 

The next morning, I invested those ten cents in two apples. I spent the entire 

day polishing them and sold them at 5:00 pm for 20 cents. I continued this 

system for a week, by the end of which I’d accumulated a fortune of $6.40. 

Then my wife’s father died and left us two million dollars.” 

What a hoot 

One evening a bird-loving vicar strolled over to his huge country churchyard, 

and just for fun, hooted softly, like an owl. To his delight, an owl hooted softly 

back. The next night the same thing happened, and again, the night after that. 

Soon it became a regular habit, and every night for the following year, no 

matter what the weather, the vicar would go to the churchyard and hoot 

back and forth with his feathered friend. The hoots became longer and more 

complicated, and the vicar kept a careful log of the ‘conversation’. 

Just as he thought he was on the verge of a real breakthrough in interspecies 

communication, his wife had a chat with the neighbour who lived in a big 

house and garden next door to the church. “My husband comes here each 

night,” she said, to “hoot to the owl in the churchyard.” “That’s odd,” the 

neighbour replied, “so does my husband.” 

No sunbeams 

A small boy returned from Sunday School in tears. When questioned by his 

anxious mother, he explained: “This morning they told me that Jesus wants 

me for a sunbeam. But I want to be a train driver!” 
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GROUPS AND SOCIETIES 

Choir Practice Adult choir - practice takes place on Fridays  
                    at 7.30 p.m (except August) 

Junior choir - practice takes place on Sundays 
                    at 10.45 a.m (except August) 

 
Bible Reading Fellowship BRF Notes are available on request. 

Contact: Maggie Dawson - 01689 823857 
 

Children’s Society Contact: Anne Spencer - 01689 601753 

 
Gardening Group This group meets on Thursdays at 10 am until 

12.30 pm (weather permitting). 
Contact: David House - 01689 828037 

 
Church Mission Society Contact: Richard Newson - 01689 821445 

 
Midweek Communion This takes place every Wednesday at 10 am in 

the Old Church followed by refreshments 
 

Focus This group is open to all women and meet on 
the second Thursday of each month at 2 p.m 

in the Old Church 
Contact:  Anne Spencer - 01689 601753 

 
Julian Group This group is open to all and meet on the third 

Tuesday of each month at 2 p.m  

Contact: Vanessa Dixon - 01689 851767 
 

Out of Focus This social group is open to all men and meet 
approximately  every two months to chat and 

arrange outings 
Contact: David House - 01689 828037 

 
St Michael’s Guild The guild decorate the Church throughout 

the year including weddings and funerals. They 
can arrange pedestals for members of the 

congregation to celebrate an anniversary, 
birthday or in memory of a loved one. 

Contact:  Margaret Lovett - 01689 831667 
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