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Quality Home Help Service 

Cleaning - Laundry - Ironing- Shopping 

Running Errands - Companionship 

 

Call Lena on : 0203 609 2417 

www.marigoldseniorsupport.com 

P A C E Y’s 
The Garden Shop 

Garden Machinery and Tools 

Sales and Servicing. 

71 Chislehurst Rd, Orpington,  
BR6 0DQ 

FREE collection and delivery 

01689 834208 
Email: info@paceymowers.co.uk 

http://www.marigoldseniorsupport.com/
mailto:info@paceymowers.co.uk
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ORPINGTON PARISH CHURCH 
Top of Church Hill (off High Street). Other entrances and car parks in Bark Hart Rd 

Follow us on Facebook at All Saints’ Orpington. 

Vicar:  The Rev’d George M Rogers 

   1a Keswick Road, Orpington, BR6 0EU 

   Tel: 01689 824624 

Website:  www.allsaintsorpington.org.uk 

Faith Online:  01689 495014 – Listen to extracts from our Services 

Lay Ministers:  Pam Mercer  Tel: 01689 821171 

   Abi Hiscock    Tel: 01689 898329 

Pastoral Assistant:           Sheila Anderson  Tel: 07957 218706 

Churchwardens:  John Pentlow  Tel: 01689 815772  

   Duncan Hellicar  Tel: 01689 871026  

Assistant Wardens: Malcolm Dixon     Tel: 01689 851767 

                                     Gill Sinclair       Tel: 01689 875702 

                                     Denis Reidy    Tel: 01689 607202 

Children and   Mandy Turner    Email: rr.turner@ntlworld.com 

Young People:  Catherine King  Email: youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com  

   Cathy Hussey  Tel:  01689 821632 

Director of Music:      Phoebe Tak Man Chow   Email:  takmanchow@gmail.com 

Parish Administrator  Karen Kelly   Tel: 01689 832031 

Church Office  Monday-Friday: 9.30 to 12.30 Closed on Wednesdays 
   Bark Hart Road, Orpington. BR6 0QD  

   Tel: 01689 832031  Email: allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 

Parochial Church Council 

 Secretary: Gill Sinclair  Tel: 01689 875702 

 Treasurer: Tim Birse   Tel: 01689 836392 

Safeguarding Officer Gill Sinclair   Tel: 01689 875702.  

Planned Giving Recorder: David Laker  Tel: 01689 834820  

Book of Remembrance: Jenni Sargent  Tel: 01689 826547 

Sacristan:  Malcolm & Vanessa Dixon:   Tel: 01689 851767  

Magazine Editor:              Gill Sinclair  Email: gillsinclair@outlook.com 

Caretaker:                         David House  Tel: 07956 101189 

Special Facilities:              Loop system for the deaf - set to position ‘T’ on hearing aids. 

                Ramp into church. Wheelchair access. Toilet for the disabled. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   SUNDAY SERVICES  8.00am Holy Communion  BCP 

    9.30am Parish Eucharist  CW 

   On certain Festivals  6.30pm Choral Evensong  BCP 

   Wednesday    10.00am Eucharist  CW 

   Monday to Friday   9.00am Morning Prayer  CW 

Major Saints’ Days as announced in the diary 

http://www.allsaintsorpington.org.uk/
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NOTICEBOARD 

 
  

 ALL SAINTS’ PRAYING FOR ALL STREETS 

This month we are praying for the following streets in the 

Parish: 

               Brasted Close        Gload Crescent  
   Oakhill Road          Crundale Tower Tintagel Road 

May the love of Jesus abide in your homes and with your 

families 

 

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU 

We are praying for all those whose birthdays are this month, 

especially: 

    Elizabeth Whitbread       Rita Oppenshaw     

    Brenda Gooding           Cathy Hussey 

    Dave House  John Pentlow 

                      Rev’d George Rogers 

 May the light of Jesus shine through you on your Birthday  

 

 

 

FAITH ONLINE – Telephone 01689 495014 to listen to 

extracts from the Sunday and Wednesday Services by 

choosing from the options available. 

 

 

 

FOLLOW OUR SERVICES:  The following link takes you 

directly to the video page of All Saints' Facebook and from 

there you can choose which video to watch. You do not need 

to have a Facebook account – 
https://www.facebook.com/AllSaintsOrpington/videos/?ref=page_internal 

 

 ANY CHURCH MEMBER IN NEED OF HELP please 

contact John Pentlow who will try to co-ordinate help for you. 

 

 MAY’s MAGAZINE Please send your articles to Gill by 

Sunday 25 April 2020 at gillsinclair@outlook.com 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/AllSaintsOrpington/videos/?ref=page_internal
mailto:gillsinclair@outlook.com
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SUPER SAVER 

 

Are you saved? Not only the question, but the word itself makes many of us 

queasy. It has the capacity to cull up memories of shouting hell-fire and 

brimstone preachers, or, encounters with self-assured Christians whose very 

asking that strongly implies they are and we’re not. The question reeks of an 

attitude of religious superiority and smacks of religious exclusivism contrary 

to what Jesus was about. Yet salvation is a common concept in the Bible, the 

words “saved”, “salvation” and “saviour” appear about 280 times. As we are 

now into the Easter season, it is a good time to review what we mean when 

we say “Jesus Christ is the saviour of the world”, what Biblical faith means 

when it speaks of being saved, how such salvation can be personal—how that 

happens—and its results. Are you saved? Why? 

What is salvation? In the Bible the word has a broad range of meanings. 

Salvation means wholeness. It suggests an event so dramatic that it fills the 

blank places of our lives, while restoring those who have been crushed, 

maimed or destroyed. Throughout the gospels we see Jesus healing, restoring 

sight, mobility, hearing or speech and reaching out to those who have been 

rejected or crushed by life, acting in such a way that they can be restored 

both to life and community. Salvation means wholeness. 

Salvation also means deliverance, as was the case with Israel. Because of their 

rebellious complaint against both Moses and God, God has sent fiery serpents 

to punish the people. As they begin to die, they repent and cry to God for 

help. God instructs Moses to fashion a poisonous serpent of bronze and set 

it on a pole so those who have been bitten can look at it and live. God, who 

can punish when scorned or mocked, saves when embraced. The Wisdom of 

Solomon, recalling the event in prayer, says “the one who turned toward [the 

serpent on the pole] was saved, not by the thing that was beheld, but by you, 

the Saviour of all... For you have power over life and death; you lead mortals 

down to the gates of Hell and back again”. Salvation means deliverance, and 

in its most dramatic instances, deliverance from death to life. 

But salvation is more than being saved from something, even if that something 

is death. Salvation is about being saved for something. Unfortunately, when 

we hear the question, “Are you saved”, we almost universally fall into thinking 

of nothing more than escaping damnation and Hell  —  concepts which have  
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more to do with Dante’s Inferno than with the Biblical witness. What’s 

important for us is knowing that the Biblical notion of “being saved” is far 

more dynamic a concept than escaping eternal death. More than being saved 

from death, salvation is about being saved for life. 

Eternal life, as the Bible talks about it, isn’t just life after death. The eternal 

life for which God saves us is a present as well as future reality: a quality of 

life that you and I can experience now. Eternal life is life empowered by God, 

life which can’t be stopped, even by death. Not only is it life that continues 

into a future beyond death, it’s life that transcends death in our present. 

Eternal life is what enables a newly widowed person to continue living, and 

to risk loving another once again. God’s gift of eternal life is what empowers 

the one who has been betrayed to risk trusting again. It permits one who has 

been crushed by the defeat of life’s deadly circumstances to begin again. God’s 

gift of eternal life is what lets someone who was victimised in childhood leave 

victimhood behind, trust the power of God to give new life, and to risk at 

precisely the places previously hurt. It gives courage and hope to the person 

facing terminal illness, permitting those caught in the grip of such illness to 

suddenly decide that enough treatment is enough, and it’s time to entrust 

themselves to another. It’s not hope in hope, nor hope in life. It is a 

recognition that linked to God’s love and power, nothing can destroy us—

not loss, not failure, not betrayal, not victimisation, not illness, not even death 

itself. 

Salvation is a gift. It isn’t something sought through our own actions or 

decisions, much less earned by determined tenacity. Further to this, salvation 

and its eternal life aren’t rewards for our faith: we’re not saved by our faith. 

The Bible doesn’t say, “by faith in Jesus Christ you have been saved” (a 

common misunderstanding of what Christianity professes). We’re not saved 

by our faith. St Paul says, “by grace you have been saved... this is not your 

own doing; it is the gift of God...”  

God sent Jesus Christ to establish a relationship with us, to forge a link to 

God. Like the ancient bronze serpent God gave the dying Israelites, those 

who look to Jesus Christ are healed in those places where they’ve been 

poisonously bitten or crushed. The transformation from death to life comes 

as we embrace God’s gift of Jesus Christ as our source of light and life. In  
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that embrace we die with Christ to the past and are raised with him to new 

life, not just metaphorically, but actually! That’s the point St Paul continues 

to press. St Paul is saying that in our looking to Jesus Christ, God joins us to 

the risen Lord in such a way that we may now live out of the power of his 

resurrection. Resurrection isn’t simply a future event. We can be raised to 

new life now! 

 

How? By welcoming it, by embracing God’s embrace. Salvation and its gift of 

eternal life is after all, not a status achieved by believing something about 

Jesus, or an achievement because we’ve confessed that Jesus Christ is Lord 

and Saviour. It is first and foremost a relationship with God in and through 

Jesus Christ—a relationship the Bible calls faith. “By grace you have been 

saved, through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God...” 

Faith isn’t believing this or that about Jesus Christ. It’s simply looking to him 

as the source of life, embracing him as God’s gift to us and giving ourselves 

to living out of Christ’s power.  

Faith isn’t about creeds or doctrine, though both are important and have 

their place. Having trouble with the doctrine of the Trinity… with the 

Incarnation? Not feeling very fervently faithful? That’s not the question. Faith 

is simply looking to Jesus, and in that gaze discovering a relationship with God 

so that God fills and empowers our lives and gives us the strength and will to 

obey him. When that happens, you and I experience salvation, power that 

makes life eternal here and now. For Jesus Christ not only brings the light of 

God’s presence, not only enlightens us as to life and its purposes but more, 

he’s the linchpin between God and us, the conduit through whom God’s life-

giving Spirit flows into our lives to defeat the power of sin and death and give 

us eternal life. 

As you and I live into this, the “Why”? of our salvation begins to emerge. The 

purpose of our lives begins to change. We no longer live for ourselves alone, 

because we know that the life we live is not ours alone. It’s a gift God 

continues to give us to be a force for his love and good works in this world.  

The Rev’d George M Rogers 
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URGENT CHURCH NOTICES 

 

 

 
 

 

RE-OPENING THE CHURCH FOR PUBLIC WORSHIP – This will 

resume in church on Palm Sunday (28 March) at 9.30 a.m in the Old Church.  

The services will continue in the Old Church throughout Holy Week, moving 

to the New Church on Easter Day. 

Morning Prayer will also resume on 29 March in the Old Church on Monday 

to Friday at 9 a.m. 

The Sunday 8 a.m Book of Common Prayer service will resume on 11 April.  

 

APCM – Due to Government and Church of England guidelines, we have 

had to change the date for the APCM which will now take place on Sunday 

23 May 2021 at 11.15 a.m in the Church Hall.  We will also be holding 

this via Zoom as we did last year, so that we hope as many people as possible 

will be able to attend either in person or via the internet.  

 

ELECTORAL ROLL – This is being revised before the APCM and you 

need to be on it in order to vote at the APCM or stand for the PCC.   If you 

are not on the current electoral roll and would like to join please complete 

a form and return it to Jean Reeve.  Due to the change of date for the APCM 

the deadline for returning the forms is now Monday 26 April 2021.   

  



10 

 

 
THE TALE OF THE THREE TREES 

 

This is a traditional folktale that has been handed down 

from generation to generation 

 

 
 

 

Once upon a time there were three trees and each dreamed of what it 

wanted to be when it grew up. 

 

➢ The first wanted to be the most beautiful treasure chest in the world; 

➢ The second wanted to be a strong sailing ship; 

➢ The third just wanted to grow to be the tallest tree in the world and 

point to the sky and remind people of God. 

 

One day three woodcutters came to the forest where the three trees were 

and with a swish and a swoop and a slash, cut the trees down. 

 

The first tree was really glad when the woodcutter took it to a carpenter.  

But the carpenter didn’t make a treasure chest; he made a feed box for 

animals. 

 

The second tree smiled when the woodcutter took it to a shipyard.  But the 

tree wasn’t turned into a mighty ship; just a fishing boat. 

 

The third tree was a bit confused when the woodcutter cut it into long beams 

and left it in the yard.  “What has happened to me?  I only ever wanted to 

point to God”. 
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A long time passed and the trees began to forget their dreams. 

 

 

 

But one night, starlight shone over the first tree 

as a young woman placed her newborn baby in 

the manger.  And the tree knew it was holding 

the greatest treasure in the world. 

 

 

 

One evening a tired traveller and his friends 

crowded into an old fishing boat.  When a 

storm arose, the traveller put out his hand 

and said “Peace” and the storm stopped.  The 

second tree knew this was the King of heaven 

and earth it was carrying. 

 

 

 

On Friday morning, the third tree was surprised to be dragged 

from the woodpile and carried through an angry crowd.  Soldiers 

nailed a man’s hands to the beams.  The tree felt very sad. 

 

 

 

But on Sunday morning when the sun rose and the earth trembled, the third 

tree knew that God’s love had changed everything. 

 

➢ It had made the first tree beautiful; 

➢ It had made the second tree strong; 

➢ And every time people thought of the third tree, they would think of 

God. 

 

Shared with us by Elizabeth Whitbread 
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TO ALL AT ALL SAINTS CHURCH, 

ORPINGTON, 

This letter covers December 2020 to February 2021 

inclusive and all your donations within that period. 

This has been a particularly difficult time for Bromley Borough Foodbank as, 

for the first time during the pandemic, we had to close our Warehouse due 

to one of our volunteers testing positive for Covid. 

The Morning teams had to self-isolate for 10 days and the Warehouse was 

thoroughly fumigated. The packing and delivery teams went back to their 

Centres for two days so there was no interruption to getting the food out 

to our clients, and then returned to the Warehouse after the all clear was 

given. 

That break meant we had to ask our donors to change their patterns of 

giving, some to financial support, and others to placing their contributions in 

the Supermarket permanent collection points dotted around the Borough.  

We do want to thank you for continuing to support the Foodbank in such a 

faithful and valued way and to commend you for your patience and 

understanding during yet another change in operations. 

The Warehouse is now open, although we, obviously, are keeping to social 

distancing measures and will meet donors at the door to avoid any risk of 

spreading infection. If you changed to giving financially, thank you so much. I 

do not have access to any information in that area, so my focus is only on 

donated stock in this letter. 

So to the business side of things:- 

During the 3 months December 2020 – February 2021 we issued 812 

vouchers. We fed 1173 adults and 753 children, a total of 1926 people . 

Your donation during that period totalled 40.9kg. 

Please continue to pray for us as we seek to navigate our way through the 

journey of 2021. We will continue to adapt and strive to bring relief to those 

in crisis in our Borough. We thank you for standing with us in this ministry 

and supporting those who need our assistance during these difficult times. 

Sue (Volunteer) 

Bromley Borough Foodbank 

  



13 

 

OH! WHAT A YEAR! 

 

I am writing this on the one-year anniversary of the first case of Coronavirus 

having been found in England and if you had told me then that I would learn 

how to operate a camera in All Saints’ Church to stream a service, I might 

well have laughed!! 

At the start of the Pandemic, I had a strong feeling that we needed to keep 

our church community together and I asked myself ‘How’?  The early days 

with me using my trusty iPad have been well documented; what with Gill and 

I wrapping the microphone up, taping it inside a set of earphones and securing 

that to a tea-towel, perched on a choir pew – there were times when I didn’t 

know if we were actually going to succeed.  We owe Duncan Hellicar a debt 

of gratitude as week-by-week he overcame the technical issues and lent us 

equipment for our experiments into streaming.  At one stage, Duncan said 

that ‘he didn’t mind learning curves just why was it that this one has seemed 

so steep, so fast and ever-changing?!’ 

I am extremely grateful to the PCC for agreeing that we will continue 

streaming after the Pandemic and that we can move forwards to purchase 

the necessary equipment to do so.  This means a fund-raising campaign to 

reach our target of £7,500.  I was overwhelmed when Tim first told me that 

the amount given, so far, is £1,500 – that is an amazing figure in such a short 

of space of time and is very encouraging.  On behalf of the Streaming Team, 

I would like to thank those who have sent in messages supporting what we 

are trying to do.  In a previous magazine, I asked whether the All Saints’ 

congregation wanted to ‘wave at the camera during the Peace’.  I have heard 

back from a number of you and the answer is ‘no’ to that one – that’s great 

because it means that we can plan for when the services move back into the 

New Church and people can return to the building – thank you to all those 

who took the trouble to email me. 

The Streaming Team, at the moment, comprises three people – Duncan, Gill 

and me.  We are looking towards expanding our team – so!  If you want to 

learn how to stream a service and join in, please let Duncan know and we 

can begin to build a larger team in 2021. 

Lesley Birse 
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GIRLGUIDING DURING A PANDEMIC 

 

 

 

 

There is a Guide law which states “A Guide faces challenge and learns from 

her experiences”. For leaders this has never been more apt than during the 

last year. To keep Guiding going and keep girls engaged we had to rapidly 

adapt and find completely new ways of working with them.  

9th Orpington (All Saints) Guides had their last normal meeting on 11th March 

2020. They experimented with different combinations of flavours to make 

“mocktails” in preparation for a mums’ mocktail party which was planned for 

the following week, the Wednesday before Mothering Sunday.  Then 

lockdown came and normal life abruptly came to a halt. It was shocking and 

frightening for everyone but especially for children. 

Some young and IT savvy leaders soon started posting on social media about 

this strange phenomenon called Zoom, which we all know about now but 

who had heard of it before last spring? It turned out to be surprisingly easy 

to set up, and so on 1st April 2020, after only missing two weeks of meetings, 

the Guides had their first virtual meeting. We did a scavenger hunt around 

the house and an activity where girls had to try and get each other to laugh 

with a silly greeting. 12 girls joined and were so pleased and excited to see 

each other. It was a great success. By popular demand we carried on through 

the Easter holidays and all through the summer term. Parents reported that 

the meetings really helped their daughters, lifted their mood and were the 

highlight of their week. The same was true for leaders!  

In August we were allowed meetings with up to 15 in a bubble, initially 

outdoors only. We had a day at Cudham campsite and then an evening 

meeting in the St Nicholas Garden at All Saints. Both were a great success, 

the girls were so happy to be back together. In the Autumn  we ran a 

“blended programme” of two outdoor meetings a month with half the girls 

at each and Zoom for everyone on the other two weeks.     Our last face to  
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face meeting was at Cudham on 4th November where we made campfires 

and had sparklers. By then we knew that London would go into Tier 3 the 

next day, so we had two bubbles at Cudham at the same time and used a 

separate area for each. It seemed a special meeting at the time and looking 

back is quite poignant because our wonderful 80 year old campsite at 

Cudham has been a victim of the pandemic. On 1st March we learned that it 

has closed permanently meaning our Guides were the last ever to use it. 

Since then we have been back to Zoom meetings only.  

Over the last year we have taken part virtually in events, challenges and 

activity days. Leaders have attended virtual trainings and virtual meetings. We 

had a county Sleepover at Home last April where everyone was challenged 

to spend the night sleeping somewhere other than in their bed. In July we 

celebrated the end of term with Picnic at Home. In December there was a 

Christmas activity day on Youtube, and there have been a variety of other 

national and regional events. In November our Guide unit participated in the 

Act your Age Girlguiding/Children in Need challenge where we raised nearly 

£300 by individually “walking our age” over the course of a week.  We have 

completed badges, made rather a lot of cakes, enjoyed games and craft 

activities and welcomed visitors.  

We still haven’t had our mocktail party but this year for Mothering Sunday 

we made lemonade scones in our Zoom meeting and butter to go on them, 

butter made by shaking cream in a jam jar.  The mums then joined their 

daughters for a cream tea.   

Outdoor meetings can resume next term if all goes well, and we might even 

be back to indoor meetings soon. We have learnt a huge amount in a year 

and found new ways of doing Guiding which we couldn’t have imagined even 

14 months ago. We have succeeded not only in keeping most of our girls 

involved in Guiding but also in giving them an hour or two a week of fun and 

friendship and a break from the monotony of lockdown life. It’s been great 

but we CAN’T WAIT to be back to normal and see them running around 

the hall, lively and chatty and excited to be there, and to be able to sing Guide 

Taps together at the end of the meeting “All is well, safely rest, God is nigh”.  

Debbie Clarke 

Leader, 9th Orpington Guides 
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Live-In Home Care 
 

We are a family owned and run agency specialising in 

live-in care, with over 30 years experience in the care 

sector.  

  

We offer an alternative to residential care, providing our 

clients with one to one live-in care, enabling them to 

remain in the comfort and security of their own home. 
  

We are based in Tunbridge Wells, Kent and provide live-in 

services to clients in the local areas of Kent and Sussex. 

 

 

  

Tel: 01892 518400  

www.bespokecarecompany.co.uk 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

FULL DRY CLEANING, LAUNDRY AND ALTERATION 

SERVICE 

FREE REMOVAL AND REHANGING SERVICE WITH 

ALL CURTAINS CLEANED 

  

TELEPHONE: 01689 828149 

PHILIP MOSETTIG 

HANDYMAN  

NO JOB  TOO SMALL 

FREE QUOTE  

GENERAL HOUSEHOLD 

MAINTENANCE  

PAINTING & DECORATING 

GARDENING  

HONEST AND RELIABLE 

  

TEL 07504519586 

philipmosettig@yahoo.co.uk 
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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
  

 

 
 

 

Although there is a light at the end of the Covid-19 tunnel, under lockdown, 

millions of us who rarely walked around our immediate locality are now well 

acquainted with every nearby driveway, every crack in the pavement, and 

every pothole in the road.  We have developed views on our neighbours’ 

gardens, on their oddly coloured garage doors, and on their dogs, children 

and cars.   If we go out at the same time every day, we may even be saying 

hello to the same people.    

For many of us, that daily walk became the high point of our day.  After all, it 

is one of the few liberties we had left.  

But, there are also those who could not get out of the house, and this got 

me thinking – why not put pen to paper and share with us: 

‘A day in my life under lockdown’ 

You could also share with us: 

‘The three things I most want to do when coronavirus is over’ 

I hope you take up this challenge and get involved, and I really look forward 

to hearing from you. 

As always, my contact details are: 

Email: gillsinclair@outlook.com 

         Mobile: 07721 895547 

         Tel: 01689 875702 

  

mailto:gillsinclair@outlook.com
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES 

 

Sunday Clubs 

 
 

 

Young Saints 
 

    For all children and young people 

9.30 a.m in the hall 
 

Join us as we have fun learning about Jesus, the Bible 

and Church.  We sing, play games, make things, cook 

and pray together. 

 

 

 

     There is a creche for babies and very young children. 
 

 

Contact: Catherine King or Val Pickering 

  Email: youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 
 

 

Youth Group for Secondary School Children 
Join us as we learn and discuss how the Bible is relevant 

to our everyday lives. 
 

Contact: Mandy Turner 

  Email: rr.turner@ntlworld.com  
 

 All groups come into church in time to join the congregation at the altar to 

receive a communion or blessing and join their parents. 

  

mailto:youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com
mailto:rr.turner@ntlworld.com
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Easter morning, the ‘Other’ Mary 

As the traditional Easter story is rehearsed again this 

month, you may notice that there is one name that 

frequently occurs. It is that of the ‘other’ Mary – not the 

mother of Jesus, but Mary of Magdalene, who stood by her 

at the cross and became the first person actually to meet 

the risen Christ.   

That’s quite a record for a woman who, the Gospels tell us, had been 

delivered by Jesus from ‘seven devils’ – New Testament language for some 

dark and horrible affliction of body, mind or spirit. As a result, her devotion 

to Him was total and her grief at His death overwhelming. 

In church history Mary Magdalene became the ‘fallen woman’ a harlot who 

was rescued and forgiven by Jesus but there is no evidence to prove she was 

a ‘fallen woman’ but the contrast is sublime, Mary the virgin mother, the 

symbol of purity. Mary Magdalene, the scarlet woman who was saved and 

forgiven, the symbol of redemption. Surely, we all fall somewhere between 

those two extremes.  

The dark cloud from which she was delivered may have been sexual, we are 

not told. What we do know is that the two Marys stood together at the 

cross, the Blessed Virgin and the woman rescued from who knows what 

darkness and despair.  

The second great moment for her was as unexpected as it was momentous. 

She had gone with other women to the tomb of Jesus and found it empty. An 

angelic figure told them that Jesus was not there, He had risen – and the 

others drifted off. But Mary stayed, reluctant to leave it like that. She became 

aware of a man nearby, whom she took to be the gardener. She explained to 

him that the body of ‘her Lord’ had been taken away and she didn’t know 

where to find Him.   

The man simply said her name ‘Mary’ and she instantly realised it was Jesus. 

She made to hug Him, but He told her not to touch Him because His 

resurrection was not yet complete. She was, however, to go to the disciples 

and tell them she had met Him. She did – but they wouldn’t believe her.  

Her words – ‘I have seen the Lord’ – echo down the centuries, the very 

beating heart of the Christian gospel. 
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23rd April:  St George and Hiccup and the dragon 

This month we celebrate St George, the patron saint of 

England. He is famous for slaying a dragon, a tradition which 

became popular in the Middle Ages. Whether he killed an 

actual dragon is open to question! However, we do know 

that the original George was a Roman soldier at the time of 

Emperor Diocletian. He refused to renounce his faith, as 

commanded by the Emperor, resulting in his death on 23 

April 303 AD.  

St George slayed the evil dragon, while Hiccup refused to kill one. However, 

they also have something important in common. Both acted according to 

their conscience, defying the popular understanding of those around them 

and not worrying about the personal cost to themselves.  St George was 

martyred for standing up for his faith in Jesus before a pagan emperor, while 

Hiccup risked rejection by his father and village because of his compassion. 

Today, we are still called to stand for Christ against wrongs and injustice in 

daily life, whatever the personal cost. However, we also need to be ready to 

look our enemies in the eye and meet their hostility with love and 

compassion. This is why we also remember this month that Jesus died and 

rose again, so that we might have God’s power to do this in our lives. 

 

 

Jesus’ appearances after His Resurrection 

The following list of witnesses may help to put all those references in order…. 

Mary Magdalene   Mark 16:9-11; John 20:10-18 

Other women at the tomb  Matthew 28:8-10 

Peter in Jerusalem   Luke 24:34; 1 Corinthians 15:5 

The two travellers on the road  Mark 16:12,13 

10 disciples behind closed doors Mark 16:14; Luke 24:36-43;  

John 20:19-25 

11 disciples WITH Thomas  John 20:26-31; 1 Corinthians 15:5 

7 disciples while fishing   John 21:1-14 

11 disciples on the mountain  Matthew 28:16-20 

A crowd of 500    1 Corinthians 15:6 

Jesus’ brother – James   1 Corinthians 15:7 
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES  

  

Throughout the week 

  

 
   All Saints’ Tots 
   A friendly and fun group for babies, toddlers and their parents, 

   grandparents and carers.  

  

We meet every Thursday in term time between 10.00-11.30am. 

  

Come and find us at the back of the Church to have a cuppa and a chat whilst the 

little ones play.  

  

Contact: Cathy Hussey - Tel: 01689 821632  

  

    

   Guiding  
   Meet in the Church Hall 

  

  

Rangers     (14 - 18 years)  Alternate Wednesdays  

Guides     (10 - 15 years)  7.30-9.00pm  

Brownies   (7 - 10 ½ years)  6.00-7.30pm  

  

Contact: Division Commissioner: Debbie Clarke - Tel: 01689 832325 

  

  

 

   Scouting 2nd Orpington Scout Group  
   Meet at 50a Court Road 

  

Explorers (14 - 18 years)  Thursday 

Scouts        (10½ - 14 years)  Wednesday & Friday 

Cubs          (8 - 10½ years)      Monday & Tuesday 

Beavers      (6 - 8 years)  Tuesday & Wednesdayp 

  

Contact: via website   www.2nd.orp.org.uk 

 

  

mailto:-%20cathy-hussey@ntlworld.com
http://www.2nd.orp.org.uk/
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WITH HOLY WEEK AND EASTER IN MIND…. 

 

 

The following quote forms the entire text of a miniature book “One Solitary Life” 

which is an anonymous piece of work: 

 

 

 

 

Here is a man who was born in an 

obscure village, the child of a peasant 

woman.  He grew up in another obscure 

village, where He worked in a carpenter 

shop until He was 30, and then for three 

years He was an itinerant preacher.  

 

 

 

He never wrote a book.  He never held an office.  He never owned a home. 

He never had a family.  He never went to college.  He never put His foot 

inside a big city.  He never travelled two hundred miles from the place where 

He was born.  He never did one of the things that usually accompany 

greatness.  He had no credentials but Himself.  He had nothing to do with 

this world except the power of His divine manhood.  

 

While still a young man, the tide of public opinion turned against Him.  His 

friends ran away.  One of them denied Him.  He was turned over to His 

enemies.  He went through the mockery of a trial.  He was nailed to a cross 

between two thieves.  His executioners gambled for the only piece of 

property He had on earth while He was dying — and that was his coat.  

 

When He was dead, He was taken down and laid in a borrowed grave 

through the pity of a friend.  19 wide centuries have come and gone and 

today He is the centre-piece of the human race …   

 

All the armies that ever marched, and all the navies that ever were built, and 

all the parliaments that ever sat, all the kings that ever reigned, put together 

have not affected the life of man upon this earth as powerfully as has that 

One Solitary Life. 
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REMEMBERING PETER CUNNINGHAM 

 

1930 - 2021 

 

 

 
 

 

Peter Cunningham – husband, dad and Grandad Peter 

Grandad Peter’s father died when he was just 12. It is likely that being the 

man of the house from those early years shaped his sense of responsibility 

for providing for his family.  It was perhaps this that provided a great sense 

of satisfaction and enjoyment – seeing the stability of his own children – and 

the delight and enjoyment he got from his grandchildren as we grew up. I 

think it was clear to him that the investment of love, time and energy in his 

family has been paid back many times over. 

Whilst in the RAF he played his part in the Berlin Airlift, and was later put on 

recall alert during the Cuban Missile Crisis. Luckily for us, and the Air Force, 

that was enough for Khrushchev and Kennedy to agree a compromise. 

Christmas’s have a special place in our hearts, especially in recent times, 

where his strong eco-friendly perspective enabled him to convert a years’ 

worth of boxes, packing, extruded polystyrene and shredded paper into 

some remarkably imaginative present wrappings.    Which of course all then  
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remained in Suffolk to once again be recycled – but not by him – he’d done 

his bit.  The Horse’s Head, the Cat and the Dinosaur were particular 

favourites. 

Grumps were planning their 60th wedding anniversary due in May.  Grandma 

has said how grateful she is for having shared a special loving partnership with 

Grandad Peter for those 60 years. Although he has been taken far too soon, 

I know there have been many years of happy memories for both of them, and 

for all of us too, for which we are all immensely grateful. 

As a father and grandfather he provided a rock-steady family life and showed 

his children and grandchildren how to live responsibly and with consideration 

for others.  His meticulous system of cocoa tins, his kindness and his ever 

present ready wit. And “un-birthday” presents.  He was always there for all 

of us - and for so many others beyond his immediate family.  In the many 

cards and letters Grandma has received since his passing it is clear how much 

people appreciated his integrity and generosity.  There are consistent themes 

that show how much he was respected or loved by those who have met him 

once or twice, regular friends and acquaintances such as neighbours and 

friends from All Saints’, and those closest to him, his family. He was never 

status conscious and shied away from the limelight.  Except, perhaps, when 

writing to the Guardian, or to MPs he considered were not doing the right 

thing by their constituents. 

Whether on a walk around the block, or a Suffolk break, or a foreign holiday, 

he always carried a packet of polos. I’m glad to say there is one with him on 

this final journey too. 

He is missed, but still greatly loved, and will live on in our hearts and 

memories. And in the stories we will no doubt remember, and retell over 

the dinner table, for a long long time to come. 

 

 

Words from Peter’s Grandson said as a eulogy to Peter 

at this funeral on 5th March. 

 

*************************************  
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PUTTING YOUR CARE FIRST 

As a family run company with over 60 years experience in the Care 
industry, we feel we have the knowledge and expertise to support you 
and your loved ones with all your home care needs from a little extra 

help with the shopping to full time live in care. 
To see how we can help care for you: 

Email us: info@silverbirchhealthcare.co.uk 

Call us: 01689 414689 

  

BROMLEY VALLEY GYMNASTICS CENTRE 
  

Chipperfield Road, St Pauls Cray, Kent.  BR5 2QR 
  

GYM TOTS 
A physical activity with the emphasis on fun!  For children 1 – 4 years. 

45 minute sessions supervised by British Gymnastics qualified coaches. 
Sessions run Monday to Thursday, 1pm and 2pm.  Also Saturday 9am & 10 am 

Under 3’s (once walking), children must be accompanied by parent/carer. 

Over 3’s work only with coaches, parents can watch from the viewing area. 
  

AFTER SCHOOL GYMNASTICS CLASSES 
Boys & Girls recreational gymnastics classes available from 4 pm throughout the week and 

on Saturdays.  1 hour sessions taught by British Gymnastics qualified coaches. 

  
SENIORS CLASS 

A low impact Keep-Fit class for the over 60’s among us. 
No machines, just physical fun with tea and biscuits to finish! 

Why not come and join our friendly class?  
No commitment, £3 a session. 

  

For more Information please call 0208 300 5964. 
Visit our website:  www.bromleyvalley.co.uk 
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CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW MOVES TO THE AUTUMN 

 

For the first time ever in its 108-year history, Chelsea Flower Show will not 

be held in the Spring, but in the Autumn. 

The 2021 Chelsea Flower Show will now take place from 21st to 

26th September. The Royal Horticultural Society, the show organisers, will 

still hold it at the Royal Hospital in Chelsea. 

The hope is that by September, millions more people will be vaccinated, so 

that mass outdoor events will be able to happen safely. 140,000 people are 

predicted to attend this year’s Chelsea, over the six days. 

The organisers believe that many designers and nurseries will look forward 

to working with different plants that would not be available or at their best 

in May.  They will do their utmost to deliver a beautiful, uplifting and different 

RHS Chelsea safely in September 2021. 

 

 

PARISH REGISTERS 

March 2021 

 

BURIAL/CREMATIONS: 

 

 

               We extend our love and sympathy to their family and friends 

  

Burial – 2nd March June Rose Collins (83) 

Cremation – 5th March Peter Kenneth Cunningham (90) 

Burial – 16th March Henry Carey (83) 

Burial of Ashes – 20th March Norman Arthur Wood (70) 

Burial of Ashes – 20th March Margaret Ann Wood (80) 
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YOUNG SAINTS 

 

Young Saints continues to meet regularly on Zoom and is usually 

attended by 10 - 15 children.  Over the last month we have been 

thinking about Lent and how Jesus can help us in our everyday 

lives. We also learnt about the Ten Commandments and what 

they mean. 

On Mothering Sunday, we talked about some mothers in the Bible and some 

of the verses relating to mothers.  The children then decorated envelopes 

which they filled with a promise to do something special for their mother. 

Last Sunday we used the idea of a magnet to talk about the Power of God’s 

love and how Jesus draws us to him.  We had a quiz about magnets and sang 

a selection of songs chosen by the children. The favourites seem to be a Lego 

one, ‘Jesus is my Superhero’, ‘ Our God is a Great, Big God’ and ‘Fruits of 

the Spirit.’  

If you would like to join in with the fun and friendship, please contact 

Catherine and Val at youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com  

Catherine King 

 

 

  
 

  

   

mailto:youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com
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THE STORY BEHIND THE HYMN 

“The Old Rugged Cross” 

The Old Rugged Cross is a popular hymn written in 1912 

by evangelist and song-leader George Bennard. 

Back in 1913, George Bennard was struggling with a 

problem that caused him much suffering. His mind went 

back again and again to Christ’s anguish on the cross. This 

was the heart of the gospel. The cross he pictured was no 

gold-covered icon. It was a rough, splintery thing, stained 

with gore. 

This theme was so great, it needed a song. In a room in Albion, Michigan, 

Bennard sat down and wrote a tune. But the only words that would come to 

him were “I’ll cherish the old rugged cross”. He struggled for weeks to set 

words to the melody he had written. 

As a Methodist evangelist, Bennard was scheduled to preach a series of 

messages in New York. He found himself focusing on the cross. The theme 

of the cross grew increasingly more urgent to him. Back in Albion, Michigan, 

he sat down. And again, he tried to put together the words. This time the 

lines came. He was able to rewrite the stanzas of the song without so much 

as one word failing to fall into place. 
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MIRFIELD PILGRIMAGE 

 

 

 I wrote at some length in the 

January magazine about a 

pilgrimage opportunity for the 

August Bank Holiday weekend: 

Friday 27th to Monday 30th August. 

Of course, when lockdown 

number 3 was upon us all plans 

were put on the back burner, and 

the House of the Resurrection 

once again closed to visitors. Now 

they are hoping to open gradually, 

beginning in a very limited way in April. Navigating the Covid rules has been 

complex for the Community as they are classed as a place of worship, an 

educational establishment and a hospitality venue!  

 

I am advised that they hope to start 

taking bookings again during April 

for future events, so if after these 

months of confinement you would 

like to join the pilgrimage weekend, 

please do let me know asap. I need 

to establish whether taking a group 

this year will be viable. It won’t be 

a firm commitment at this stage, 

but it would be helpful to know 

who is interested. Please do get in 

touch to let me know and I’ll try to 

answer any queries too.  

 

Happy future travels! 

Vanessa Dixon 

vanessa.m.dixon@btinternet.com 

or phone 01689 851767 

 

  

mailto:vanessa.m.dixon@btinternet.com
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THE GARDEN GROUP IS BACK!!! 

 

The Garden Group are officially back to work on Thursday mornings from 

10 a.m to 12.30 p.m.   They would really appreciate your help.  No experience 

is required – just a willingness to get some fresh air and “muck in”.  Please 

contact Dave House if you are interested – telephone: 07956 101189. 
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CANADIAN CORNER 

 

 
 

‘It’ll all be over by Christmas’ – if only that had been true.  If you’ve been 

involved with All Saints or lived in Orpington for any length of time, you may 

have come across Canadian Corner.  In 2016 Rev Brian McHenry attended a 

service for the Centenary of Orpington Hospital and John Pentlow worked 

very hard on researching the noticeboard outside the cemetery.   

 

John Pateman, originally lived in Orpington and emigrated to Canada.  He has 

produced in-depth research of Canadian Corner and its history.  He very 

kindly said that we could use the research to highlight the background and 

the Men of Canadian Corner.  Our new Facebook Group called ‘Canadian 

Corner & WW1 – the All Saints Connection’ can be found on our Facebook page.  

Simply click on ‘more’ and choose that group to find out more.  If you prefer, 

you can put the link (https://www.facebook.com/groups/145074033995670) 

in your browser which will take you directly to the Group. 

 

Who knew that we had an African Canadian, First Nation Canadian, the first 

Pembroke boy to fall?  We have been fortunate enough to even find some 

photos of these men and I know that I have learned a lot in putting the Group 

together. 

 

It is our aim to add a group dedicated to the World War II graves and those 

of the inter-war years – I will let you know when we have finished the 

research! 

Lesley Birse 

  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/145074033995670
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 Chislehurst Road Garage 

  

* All makes serviced and repaired. 
* MOT and Repair 

* Air-Con Service and Repair 
* Diagnostic and Repair 

* Exhaust and Tyres Fitted 

  

42, Chislehurst Road, Orpington BR6 0DJ 

  

01689 830201 
  

chislehurstroadgarage@gmail.com 
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COFFEE BREAK WORDSEARCH 

 
Christ is risen!   He is risen indeed!   Hallelujah!   April brings us to Easter – 

the crucifixion, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ - the triumphant 

highlight of the Christian year.  As St Paul pointed out, unless Jesus really did 

rise again, our faith is useless, and we may as well forget any hope of heaven 

or eternal life. 

 

 

 

Can you find the following words in the above grid? 

 

passover 
bread 
wine 
body 
blood 
betrayal 
 

Jerusalem 
Pilate 
Judas 
Gethsemane 
trial 
crucifixion 
 

soldiers 
cross 
nails 
vinegar 
temple 
curtain 
 

tomb 
angel 
stone 
risen 
gardener 
Mary 
 

 

  



37 

 

CHILDREN’S CORNER 

 

 
 

An Easter Picture to Colour 

 

John: Chapter 3 Verse 16 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 

whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 
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THE LIGHTER SIDE 

 

WE’VE GOT THIS COVERED! 

We should train all Amazon delivery drivers to give the vaccine.  The whole 

population would be immunised by Saturday – or Thursday if you you’ve got 

Prime! 

WEDDING WHITE 

A little girl finally got to attend a wedding for the first time. While in the 

church, the girl asked her mother: “Why is the bride dressed in white?” The 

mother replied to the girl: “because white is the colour of happiness and it’s 

the happiest day of her life today.” 

After a little bit, the girl looks up at her mother and says: “But, then why is 

the groom wearing black?” 

MARRIAGE AND COFFEE 

Shortly after tying the knot, a young married couple started arguing over who 

should make the coffee. Being a good Christian woman, the wife went to the 

scriptures for her answer. She said that the Bible specifically stated that men 

should be the ones to make the coffee. 

Puzzled, the husband asked her where in the Bible it said that. Very 

confidently, the wife opened up her Bible and said: “It’s right here—

HEBREWS.” 

A WOMAN AT THE POST OFFICE 

A Woman went to the Post Office to buy stamps for her Christmas cards. 

What Denomination?" Asked the clerk.  

Oh, my goodness! Have we come to this?" said the woman. 

Well give me 50 Baptist and 50 Catholic!" 

HELPFUL PRAYER 

Billy had been misbehaving and was sent to his room. After a while he 

emerged and informed his mother that he had thought it over and then said 

a prayer. "Fine", said the pleased mother. "If you ask God to help you not 

misbehave, He will help you." "Oh, I didn't ask Him to help me not 

misbehave," said Johnny. "I asked Him to help you put up with me."  
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GROUPS AND SOCIETIES 

 
Choir Practice  This takes place on Fridays at 7.30pm (except August) 

 

Bible Reading   BRF Notes are available on request. 

Fellowship  Contact: Maggie Dawson - 01689 823857 

 

Bible Study Group This group is open to all and meet on the 2nd Tuesday of 

each month at 10.30 am at 27 Glendower Crescent. 

  Contact: tbc 

 

Children’s Society Contact: Anne Spencer - 01689 601753 

 

Churchyard Group This group meets on Thursdays at 10.00 am until 12.30pm  

  (weather permitting). 

  Contact: John Pentlow - 01689 815772 

 

Church Mission Society Contact: Richard Newson - 01689 821445 

 

Corporate Communion (Focus and Mothers’ Union): This takes place on the  

  3rd Wednesday of each month at 10:00 am in the Church 

 

Focus  This group is open to all women and meet on the 2nd 

Thursday of each month at 2.00 pm in the Old Church 

  Contact:  Anne Spencer - 01689 601753 

  

Julian Group  This group is open to all and meet on the 3rd Tuesday of 

each month at 2:00pm  

  Contact: Vanessa Dixon - 01689 851767 

 

Mothers’ Union  PLEASE NOTE there will be no further branch meetings until 

  further notice 

  Contact: Ann Crowe - 01689 826216 

   

Out of Focus  This social group is open to all men and meet approximately  

every two months to chat and arrange outings 

  Contact: David House - 01689 828037 

  

St Michael’s Guild The guild decorate the Church throughout the year including 

weddings and funerals. They can arrange pedestals for 

members of the congregation to celebrate an anniversary, 

birthday or in memory of a loved one. 

  Contact:  Margaret Lovett - 01689 831667 
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