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PUTTING YOUR CARE FIRST 

As a family run company with over 60 years experience in the Care indus-
try, we feel we have the knowledge and expertise to support you and your 
loved ones with all your home care needs from a little extra help with the 

shopping to full time live in care. 

To see how we can help care for you: 

Email us: info@silverbirchhealthcare.co.uk 
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FULL DRY CLEANING, LAUNDRY AND ALTERATION SERVICE 

FREE REMOVAL AND REHANGING SERVICE WITH 
ALL CURTAINS CLEANED 



ORPINGTON PARISH CHURCH 
 

Top of Church Hill (off High Street). Other entrances and car parks in Bark Hart Rd 
Follow us on Facebook at All Saints’ Orpington. 
 
Vicar:    During the Interregnum, in the first instance please contact the  
    Church Office with any queries 
Website:   www.allsaintsorpington.org.uk 
 

Lay Ministers:  Pam Mercer  Tel: 01689 821171 
    Abi Hiscock    Tel: 01689 898329     
               Email: abigail.hiscock@mail2web.com 
Pastoral Assistant:   Sheila Anderson Tel: 07957 218706 
   

Churchwardens:  John Pentlow  Tel: 01689 815772  
    Duncan Hellicar Tel: 01689 871026  
Assistant Wardens:  Malcolm Dixon    Tel: 01689 851767 
                                    Gill Sinclair       Tel: 01689 875702 
                                    Denis Reidy    Tel: 01689 607202 
 

Children and   Mandy Turner   Email: rr.turner@ntlworld.com 
Young People:  Catherine King  Email: youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com  
    Cathy Hussey  Tel:  01689 821632 
 

Director of Music:      Phoebe Tak Man Chow   Email:  takmanchow@gmail.com 
 

Parish Administrator  Karen Kelly    Tel: 01689 832031 
 

Church Office  Monday-Friday: 9.30 to 12.30  Closed on Wednesdays 
    Bark Hart Road, Orpington. BR6 0QD  
    Tel: 01689 832031 Email: allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 

Parochial Church Council 
 Secretary:  Gill Sinclair  Tel: 01689 875702 
 Treasurer:  Tim Birse  Tel: 01689 836392 
 

Safeguarding Officer Gill Sinclair   Tel: 01689 875702.  
 

Planned Giving Recorder: David Laker  Tel: 01689 834820  
 

Book of Remembrance: Jenni Sargent  Tel: 01689 826547 
 

Sacristan:   Malcolm & Vanessa Dixon:   Tel: 01689 851767  
 

Magazine Editor:  Gill Sinclair  Email: gillsinclair@outlook.com 
 

Business Manager:  Gerald Holmes  Contact via Parish Office 
 

Print Manager:  Gerald Holmes  01689 829322  
 

Special Facilities:  Loop system for the deaf - set to position T on hearing aids. 
     Ramp into church. Wheelchair. Toilet for the disabled. 

���SUNDAY SERVICES  8.00am Holy Communion  BCP 
   9.30am Parish Eucharist  CW 
   On certain Festivals  6.30pm Choral Evensong  BCP 
   Wednesday   10.00am Eucharist  CW 
���Monday to Friday   9.00am Morning Prayer  CW 
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A SPECIAL PRAYER for these difficult times: 
We pray for all those affected by the Coronavirus, staff working in 
hospitals and people helping those in need, including the Foodbank 
team trying to ensure provisions are available to vulnerable 
families. 
 
We extend our grateful thanks for their continued 
dedication in helping others͘ 

ALL SAINTS’ PRAYING FOR ALL STREETS 

This month we are praying for the following streets in the Parish: 

                 Avalon Close             The Drive 
                 Lynwood Grove         Skibbs Lane  
                    & Dale Wood Road 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU 

We are praying for the following in our church family whose birth-
days are this month: 

                  Brenda Gooding John Pentlow 

          Cathy Hussey  Dave House 

Tony Harborne, husband of Anne Harborne, died peacefully on 
Sunday 15th March 2020 at the age of 91.  He will be missed by his 
children John, Robert and Mary.  There will be a service of 
remembrance later in the year when the Coronavirus risk has 
passed. 
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EARLY REFLECTIONS ON BEING A ‘GROWTH ENABLER’ 
AND RETURNING TO WORK AND MINISTRY 

 
Being a mother has been a journey for me, as many of you already know. In the 
early days of marriage, Paul and I decided, as we were young and healthy, to grow 
our careers a little first. But when the time came and we wanted to grow our 
family, God did this in His own time. And God’s timing was not until after, as part of 
a new calling, I went forward for training to become  licensed as a lay minister.  
Thomas arrived just a month after my licensing, so I went immediately on maternity 
leave. 
 
Then, around a busy job that took me overseas a couple of times a year, I did what I 
could as a lay minister, particularly in preaching and deaconing on Sundays, trying 
out some ways of leading alternative ministry, and helping with pastoral visits as I 
could. 
 
Then I went on maternity leave again for a year, following a complicated and high 
risk pregnancy and birth with Emily. But the Lord intervened, and thanks to an 
amazing surgeon, and the ending of my job with Global Citizen, I am now working 
full time for the Diocese of Rochester, using my training and experience as a lay 
minister, and my experience in and alongside the third sector, and as a mother, as 
the Growth Enabler for Bromley and Bexley Archdeaconry.  
 
As a Growth Enabler, I am working with parishes throughout  the Bromley and 
Bexley area to develop their plans for ministry so that they can be intentional in 
their ministry, and measure their successes to enable good decision making and 
ensure that what is being delivered locally is sustainable, and aligned with where the 
Holy Spirit is calling for the work of the Church to take root and grow, or continue 
flourishing where it is already established, or pruned back where the activity has 
served its purpose.  
 
I have been in post now for three months, and am currently actively working with 
around 20 churches, and particularly closely with Bishop Simon, Archdeacon Paul 
Wright, the Area Deans and as many incumbents, PCCs and ministry teams as the 
churches I’m working with. It is an interesting and rewarding job which means 
spending a lot of time out with the parishes, including around half the Sundays a 
month.  
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I am missing the stability of worshipping weekly with all of you, and ask for 
your prayers for me, Paul, Thomas and Emily as we will be away so much 
over the next 2¾ years (this is a 3 year post). However, what it is giving me 
is a unique opportunity to observe and learn from the best practices of the 
rest of our archdeaconry and beyond, across the diocese, which I hope will 
in turn help me to learn and develop my ministry for the better.  
 
It is a huge responsibility, to have three years to grow the church. But I take 
encouragement from these four things: 
 
Local churches plant their own seeds, I can but help water them, but it is 
God who will make them grow, to paraphrase 1 Corinthians 3:6; 
 
2. The season of Lent is a necessary dry landscape before Easter and the 
 season of new life; 
 
3. I have all your prayers to help grow the church, and for my family and 
 for my continued ministry. I hope some of the things I learn will 
 flourish here; 
 
4. God has already proven to me the miracle of growth, in my family, in 
 my faith, and through the church.  
 
Just as I am enjoying the rewards of my now complete family, and this 
unexpected change in direction for my career, I am very much looking 
forward to returning to the ministry team and working closely again with 
Pam, and with Reverend George once he joins us as vicar. I’ve already led 
evening prayer for the week of prayer for Christian Unity, and I look 
forward to preaching on Sunday 8th March, and again on 26th April.  
 
Thank you for your patience, all your prayers, and for welcoming me back 
to the team. 
 

In Christ, 
Abi 
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AN OFFERING IN RIGHTEOUSNESS 
 

And He shall purify the sons of Levi,  
that they may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness. 

(Malachi 3:3) 
 
All Saints’ is in the position that the PCC is unable to produce a budget for 
2020 where income exceeds expenditure.  We do have reserves, but we 
cannot live off them for more than a few years.  Of our budgeted income, 
just over half comes from rental income from our investment properties, 
letting the Church Hall and fees for weddings and funerals.  Just under half 
comes from congregational giving of all sorts, including tax relief, and fund 
raising events.  
 
The budgeted shortfall for 2020 is £9,000.  I will write next month about 
where our money is spent, and what tools exist to control expenditure, but 
this month I want to concentrate on income. 
 
The lease of the old Church Hall to Amity Blinds has a current rent of 
£28,000 pa which we expect to be fixed until 2016.  99 Gillmans Road is 
currently let at a commercial rent, but if it is occupied by a trainee curate, 
the rent we receive from the diocese is about half the commercial rent.  We 
might hope that with a full-time vicar, we would have more burials in our 
churchyard and thus increased fees.  All these items of income are either 
fixed or largely outside our control. 
 
The part of our income that we can control is congregational giving.  We 
need to increase our giving by 18% from the amount given in 2019 to clear 
our budget deficit.  This increase cannot be achieved in one step, but neither 
can we say that it is too big a problem to tackle.  There are three things we 
can do: 
 
· Increase the size of our worshipping community, and hence the 

number of people giving.  This is our most important objective, and 
looking for all manner of outreach into the community must be a 
priority.  Some forms of outreach might not fit with some members, 
but the alternative is a dwindling Church that eventually won’t be 
there for us. 
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· If we are already giving regularly, review the amount we give, and 
consider how it fits with the parish and diocese’s average giving.  
Some figures are in a leaflet the PCC produced called “Planned 
Giving”.  It was distributed one Sunday in March, but many people 
were missing because of the Covid-19 virus, so it is included with this 
magazine.  Please read it. 

 

· Encourage all members of our worshipping community to give 
regularly.  Our worshipping community is much larger than our 
average Sunday attendance; many come to church only fortnightly or 
monthly.  But the Church is here for you on the weeks you don’t 
attend as well as the weeks you do.  Regular giving is your 
contribution to keeping All Saints’ available for you and for the 
community.  If you regard yourself as part of All Saints’ worshipping 
community, please consider giving to the Church regularly. 

 

An offering in righteousness must be planned – not just putting your hand in 
your pocket for small change when the plate goes past.  An offering in 
righteousness must be what the recipient needs.  Our prime need is for 
regular income, but we also need offerings of time and talents.  Finally, an 
offering in righteousness must cost the giver something.  This is the spirit of 
Lenten discipline extended through the year.  The ancient practice of tithing 
– giving a tenth of your income to the Church - is probably no longer 
appropriate.  In those days the Church was the only way one gave to the 
poor and disadvantaged; now there are thousands of charities vying for our 
income. 
 

We are happy to have your offering in any way convenient to you.  Monthly 
standing orders are the most convenient for many (and for us), but we will 
still offer weekly and (preferably) monthly envelopes for those who prefer.  
With both these methods we can claim gift aid tax relief, increasing your gift 
by a quarter, at no cost to you.  We are able to take donations by credit or 
debit card using the machine by the pulpit, or if you really must, put cash in 
the collection bag – but please use the yellow gift aid envelope in the pews – 
and fill it in. 
 

If you have any questions, our Planned Giving Co-Ordinator, David Laker, 
and Tim Birse, the PCC’s Treasurer, are always happy to talk with you 
about any aspect of your offering in righteousness.   
 

David  - call 01689 834820  or email  david.laker@outlook.com  
Tim  - call 01689 836392  or email timbirse@btinternet.com 

Tim Birse 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 
Children are a heritage from the LORD,  

offspring a reward from him. 
Psalm 127:3 

 
March 2020 

 
Prayer 
· Father thank you for the gift of children. Even the ones that the world 

throws away and forgets about are precious to you. Help us love them as 
you love. Give us wisdom and courage to speak up for the voiceless, to stand 
in the gap and make a real difference in the lives of these children. Above all 
we pray for a forever family for each and every child in need. 

 
 
Thanksgiving 
· Praise God that baby Chipo, who was taken in by Pedzisayi and Clarisa Runga 

on a Place of Safety in January, has found a forever family. She will be adopted 
(formally that is, although she is already living with her new family), by a 
lovely lady who has one son through adoption as well. We are thankful for all 
who helped welcome Chipo into her Place of Safety by providing diapers, 
formula and prayer. Please pray God’s blessing for her and her new family. 
Pray that many more families register to become a Place of Safety and even 
more to Adopt. Lets pray for a move of God in this area. 
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 Requests 
· On Sunday 8th March, River of Life church focussed on God’s heart for 

children, especially the orphaned and vulnerable. At that service we prayed 
that at least 20 families would sign up to become Places of Safety (short term 
foster parents for children in transition to longer term family based fostering, 
or permanent placements). Pray for open hearts and minds for a church that 
is ready to step out in faith in response to God’s call. 

 
· Please pray for our family tracing efforts. Some of the children at Shalom may 

have living extended family who need to be located. Once located please pray 
that hearts will be softened so that families are willing to reintegrate these 
children into their families. Pray for provision of resources for this work, we 
are especially in need of a pick-up truck to navigate rural roads, fuel and air 
time. 

 
· The cooking area at Chikurubi Pre-school, (a thatched structure), burnt to 

the ground last month. We thank God there were no casualties.  However, 
the fire has left us in need of a new kitchen. Please pray God’s provision in 
this area. 

 

· Possibilities of partnering with an organisation that will help extend the reach 
and impact of our Advocacy initiatives have emerged. We seek God’s 
wisdom, guidance and clarity in formalising this partnership so that it fulfils His 
will. 
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12 APRIL 2020 - REAL EASTER EGGS 
CELEBRATE THEIR 10TH BIRTHDAY! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Real Easter Egg campaign has been running since 2010 and involves 
thousands of churches, schools and groups.  It crosses all denominations and 
offers individuals a simple way to share the Easter Story while supporting 
Fairtrade and charitable projects.  
 
The idea began in 2008 when I was given a chocolate Easter Egg. On the side 
of the box it read: ‘Easter is the festival of chocolate and loveliness’. I began 
to wonder – was it right for the manufacturer of an Easter egg to change the 
meaning of a religious festival in this way? Imagine the outcry if this had been 
done to Christmas. 
 
I searched for an Easter egg which mentioned the Christian story of Easter. 
It became clear that out of the 80 million eggs on sale there was not a single 
manufacturer who was willing to mention the religious aspects of the 
festival. So, I started ‘The Meaningful Chocolate Company’ to manufacture 
the UKs first ‘Real Easter Egg’. 
 
For it to be a ‘Real Easter Egg’, it had to reflect the Easter themes of hope 
and new life and do three things – have a copy of the Easter story in the 
box, be made from Fairtrade chocolate and support charitable causes. 
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The Real Easter Egg was launched in 2010. It was a struggle, as the 
supermarkets turned down the idea. It was left to churches and schools to 
place orders and fund the making of The Real Easter Egg. 
 
Ten years on, more than a million eggs have been sold, with over 750,000 
eggs sent through the post directly to customers. The rest have been sold 
through retailers and supermarkets. 
 
Nearly £275,000 has been donated to charitable projects with Fairtrade 
Premium fees paid to farmers allowing them to buy everything from school 
books and solar panels to providing fresh water. 
 
For Easter 2020, there are five types of Real Easter Eggs available, all with 
new content. Each egg has an edition of the Easter story included. There is a 
new 24-page version in the Original and Dark eggs with activities, biblical 
text and a prize competition worth £200. There is a poster activity version 
of the Easter story in the Sharing Box and Fun Pack and a simple guide 
version in the Special Edition. Both the Original and Dark 2020 eggs are 
plastic-free and all our chocolate is Palm Oil free.   

 
David Marshall 

The Meaningful Chocolate Company 
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 NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
 
As you are all aware, the Coronavirus is playing 
havoc with our daily lives.  We are hoping that 
this will not disrupt your Saints Alive! magazine, 
and are working hard to ensure that we keep it 
on track, BUT, it may be that due to self-

isolating, or the virus itself, this may disrupt the distribution process in the 
coming months.  If you have your magazine delivered to you and it does not 
arrive, please be patient – it will not be lost, we will get it to you as soon as 
possible.   
 
I certainly pray that we will all keep safe and well and that this difficult time 
will pass without incident for us.   We are in God’s hands. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Sunday 7th June at 3.30pm, the Festival Choir will be holding a Palm 
Court Afternoon Tea, accompanied by the Palm Court Trio, in the Church 
Hall. 
 
Tickets will be available at the end of April but you may reserve your place 
in advance if you wish.  
 
You can book tables of eight but this is not essential, you are welcome to 
come on your own or with any number of friends up to eight on any one 
table.   

Tickets will be £12.00, students £6.00   
Enquiries: Maggie Dawson 01689 823857   
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES  
 

Sunday Clubs 
  
 
 

 

Young Saints 
    For all children and young people 

9.30 a.m in the hall 
 
 

 
 
��� 
���� 

 
 
 
 
 

Contact:  
 
 

 
�� 
 
 

 
Contact: 
  

 
 All groups come into church in time to join the congregation at the  

altar to receive a communion or blessing and join their parents. 
 

Join us as we have fun learning about Jesus, the Bible and 
Church.  We sing, play games, make things, cook and 
pray together. 

There is a creche for babies and very young children. 

Catherine King or Val Pickering 
Email: youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 

Youth Group for Secondary School Children 
Join us as we learn and discuss how the Bible is relevant 
to our everyday lives. 

Mandy Turner 
Email: rr.turner@ntlworld.com  
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%H[OH\�LQ�WKH�'LRFHVH�RI�5RFKHVWHU�DUH�FORVHG� 
 
 
 

A MESSAGE FROM 
THE ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY 

 
As we continue responding to Coronavirus, a lot of us are wondering how 
we can walk in faith, resist fear, and support those who are most vulnerable. 
 
The first thing to say is that following the advice of experts – especially 
about washing our hands regularly and self-isolating if we have cold or flu 
symptoms – is a really important place to start. 
 
But what else can we do? Well, the thing about having hope, faith and 
courage is that although they are gifts from God, we can do our bit to 
nurture them. 
 
We can take some time to sit quietly and pray, letting God know about 
those things that are on our hearts and minds. When we do that, we make 
that connection with God that nourishes and sustains us. 
 
We can pray for those who are physically vulnerable. Those who are 
financially insecure and worried about needing to take time off work. Those 
who live in countries without public healthcare systems. Those who do not 
have family or friends and are facing this situation alone. 
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We can pray for healthcare workers and political leaders who are 
responding to this crisis and bearing the incredible responsibility of trying to 
keep us safe. 
 
That brings us to resisting fear. One way to avoid being overwhelmed by 
fear is turning our attention to helping someone. Is there a person in your 
life, or your community, that you could call on the phone and see if they’re 
okay? Maybe it was someone that you prayed for? 
 
Perhaps they can’t get to the shops – could you pick up some groceries for 
them? Perhaps they are self-isolating and feeling lonely – could you call them 
on the phone and see how they are? 
 
If you have some spare income, or some spare food, could you donate to 
your local food bank? 
 
Let’s remember that we are in this together. Let’s look after ourselves and 
our communities, gain courage from each other, and walk together in hope 
and faith. 
 
As it says in Psalm 46: “God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help 
in trouble.” 
 
 

*RG�RI�KRSH� 
LQ�WKHVH�WLPHV�RI�FKDQJH� 

XQLWH�RXU�QDWLRQ� 
DQG�JXLGH�RXU�OHDGHUV�ZLWK�\RXU�ZLVGRP� 
*LYH�XV�FRXUDJH�WR�RYHUFRPH�RXU�IHDUV� 

DQG�KHOS�XV�WR�EXLOG�D�IXWXUH 
LQ�ZKLFK�DOO�PD\�SURVSHU�DQG�VKDUH� 

WKURXJK�-HVXV�&KULVW�RXU�/RUG� 
$PHQ 

Copy for the  magazine by Sunday 12th April to: 
Gill Sinclair (gillsinclair@outlook.com) 
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 CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES  
 

Throughout the week 
 

 

   

All Saints’ Tots 
A friendly and fun group for babies, toddlers and their 
parents, grandparents and carers.  

We meet every Thursday in term time between 10.00-11.30am. 
 
Come and find us at the back of the Church to have a cuppa and a chat whilst the 
little ones play.  
 
Contact: Cathy Hussey - Tel: 01689 821632  

Guiding  
Meet in the Church Hall 

Rangers     (14 - 18 years)  Alternate Wednesdays  
Guides     (10 - 15 years)  7.30-9.00pm  
Brownies   (7 - 10 ½ years)  6.00-7.30pm  
 

�ŽŶƚĂĐƚ͗��ŝǀŝƐŝŽŶ��ŽŵŵŝƐƐŝŽŶĞƌ͗��ĞďďŝĞ��ůĂƌŬĞ�-�dĞů͗�Ϭϭϲϴϵ�ϴϯϮϯϮϱ 

Scouting 2nd Orpington Scout Group  
Meet at 50a Court Road 

Explorers (14 - 18 years)  Thursday 
Scouts        (10½ - 14 years)  Wednesday & Friday 
Cubs          (8 - 10½ years)       Monday & Tuesday 
Beavers      (6 - 8 years)   Tuesday & Wednesday 
 
Contact: via website   www.2nd.orp.org.uk 
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A PRAYER OF HOPE 
 
 

To live as gently as I can, 
To be, no matter where, a man; 

To take what comes of good or ill; 
To cling to faith and honour still; 
To do my best and let that stand 

The record of my brain and hand; 
And then, should failure come to me, 

Still work and hope for victory. 

To have no secret place wherein 
To stoop unseen to shame or sin; 
To be the same when I’m alone 

As when my every deed is known; 
To live undaunted, unafraid 
Of any step that I have made; 

To be, without pretence or sham, 
Exactly what men think I am. 

 
 

^ŚĂƌĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƵƐ�ďǇ�'ƌĂĐĞ�tĂƚƐŽŶ 
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SPECIAL DAYS FOR APRIL 
 
5 April - Palm Sunday:  
Jesus at the gates of Jerusalem 
 

Holy Week begins with Palm Sunday, when the Church remembers how 
Jesus arrived at the gates of Jerusalem just a few days before the Passover 
was due to be held.  He was the Messiah come to his own people in their 
capital city, and yet he came in humility, riding on a young donkey, not in 
triumph, riding on a war-horse.   
 
As Jesus entered the city, the crowds gave him a rapturous welcome, 
throwing palm fronds into his path.  They knew his reputation as a healer, 
and welcomed him.  But sadly the welcome was short-lived and shallow, for 
Jerusalem would soon reject her Messiah, and put him to death.    On this 
day churches worldwide will distribute little crosses made from palm fronds 
in memory of Jesus’ arrival in Jerusalem. 
 

 
9 April - Maundy Thursday:  
Time to wash feet 
 

Maundy Thursday is famous for two things.  The first is one of the final acts 
that Jesus did before his death: the washing of his own disciples’ feet.  (see 
John 13)  Jesus washed his disciples’ feet for a purpose:  “A new command I 
give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 
another.”  His disciples were to love through service, not domination, of 
one another.  
 
In Latin, the opening phrase of this sentence is ‘mandatum novum do vobis’. 
The word ‘mundy’ is thus a corruption of the Latin ‘mandatum’ (or 
command).  The ceremony of the ‘washing of the feet’ of members of the 
congregation came to be an important part of the liturgy (regular worship) 
of the medieval church, symbolising the humility of the clergy, in obedience 
to the example of Christ. 
 
But Thursday was also important because it was on that night that Jesus first 
introduced the Lord’s Supper, or what we nowadays call Holy Communion.    
evening before the regular Passover meal, and that later Jesus died at the 
same time that the Passover lambs were killed.   
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Jesus and his close friends had met in a secret upper room to share the 
Passover meal together - for the last time.   And there Jesus transformed 
the Passover into the Lord’s Supper, saying, ‘this is my body’ and ‘this is my 
blood’ as he, the Lamb of God, prepared to die for the sins of the whole 
world.    John’s gospel makes it clear that the Last Supper took place the  

 
10 April - Good Friday:   
Jesus and the thieves on the Cross 
 

Luke’s account of the crucifixion (Luke 23:32-43) emphasises the mocking of 
the crowd, ‘If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself’ (v35,37,39). In 
their view a Messiah does not hang on a cross and suffer. In considering the 
two men who was crucified with Jesus, we are also confronted with the 
issue of how Jesus secures salvation for us. 
 
The words of one of those crucified with Jesus reflected the crowd’s taunts: 
‘Aren’t you the Christ? Save yourself and us.’ He highlights the question of 
Jesus’ identity: how can He save others, when He cannot save himself from 
death? He failed to see that the cross itself was the means of salvation.  So - 
what kind of Messiah was Jesus? 
 
The other criminal’s response in his last moments is a moving expression of 
faith. When challenging the other man, he spoke of the utter injustice of the 
crucifixion: ‘this man has done nothing wrong.’ He perceived the truth that 
Jesus was indeed the Messiah. In a wonderful picture of grace, ‘remember 
me when you come into your kingdom’, the second thief confessed his guilt 
and secured Jesus’ forgiveness and mercy.   
 
In reply, Jesus promised the man life from the moment of death; ‘Today you 
will be with me in paradise.’ Jesus used the picture of a walled garden to 
help the man understand his promise of protection and security in God’s 
love and acceptance eternally.  
 
Each one of us has to choose how we react to Jesus on the cross.  Do we 
want him to ‘remember’ us when He comes into his kingdom, or not?  If you 
were to die tonight, how confident would you be of going to be with Jesus?  
‘For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to 
bring you to God.’ (1 Peter 3:18). 

and finally, the good news overleaf…. 
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12 April – EASTER:  
The most joyful day of the year 
 

Easter is the most joyful day of the year for Christians.  Christ has died for 
our sins. We are forgiven.   Christ has risen!  We are redeemed!   We can 
look forward to an eternity in His joy! Hallelujah!   
 
The Good News of Jesus Christ is a message so simple that you can explain 
it to someone in a few minutes.  It is so profound that for the rest of their 
lives they will still be ‘growing’ in their Christian walk with God. 
 
Why does the date move around so much? Because the date of Passover 
moves around, and according to the biblical account, Easter is tied to the 
Passover. Passover celebrates the Israelites’ exodus from Egypt and it lasts 
for seven days, from the middle of the Hebrew month of Nisan, which 
equates to late March or early April. 
 
Finally, why Easter eggs?  On one hand, they are an ancient symbol of birth 
in most European cultures.  On the other hand, hens start laying regularly 
again each Spring.  Since eggs were forbidden during Lent, it’s easy to see 
how decorating and eating them became a practical way to celebrate Easter. 
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Bromley Mencap 
   Registered Office: 

   Rutland House 
   44 Masons Hill 

   Bromley 
   Kent BR2 9JG 

   Tel: 020 8466 0790 
   Fax: 020 8466 7102 

  enquiries@bromleymencap.org 
 

Bromley Mencap Ltd. A Company Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England No: 2179385. 
Registered Charity Number: 800685. 

 
All Saints Church 
Bark Hart Road 
Orpington BR6 0QD 
 
On behalf of everyone at Bromley Mencap, I am writing to thank you for allowing us 
to host a charity lunch on Tuesday 03 March. 
 

It was a very pleasant afternoon and our volunteers served around 20 guests soup, 
sandwiches and sausage rolls.  This was followed by delicious cupcakes, kindly 
donated by our local Co-op store at Homesdale Road, Bromley, and refreshments. 
 

As ever, it was lovely to raise awareness of the work we do in the area and also to 
meet with the Bishop of Rochester who addressed the guests and volunteers before 
enjoying lunch. 
 

I am delighted to tell you that along with donations for lunch and raffle sales we 
raised an amazing £170.  Your donation will help us to continue to provide our vital 
services and support to people with disabilities and their carers and families who are 
living in the Borough of Bromley. We rely on individual donations, grants, trusts, 
corporate support and legacies to continue these services so are always grateful for 
support from the local community. 
 

I have enclosed an updated Certificate of Appreciation that I hope you can display in 
the church and a few copies of our Summary Report to show how the money is 
used. 
 

Thank you for your continued support which is greatly appreciated. 
Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

Jane Barnes  
Corporate & Community Fundraiser 
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THE LIGHTER SIDE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Lord is my Shepherd 

A Sunday school teacher decided to have her young class memorise one of 
the most quoted passages in the Bible - Psalm 23. She gave the youngsters a 
month to learn the Psalm, but little Charles did not find it easy to memorise 
much of anything. 
 
On the day that the children were scheduled to recite Psalm 23 in front of 
the congregation, Charles stepped up to the microphone and began proudly, 
“The Lord is my Shepherd….” He knew that much, but the rest of the Psalm 
suddenly deserted him.  So he concluded bravely: “… and that’s all I need to 
know.” 
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COFFEE BREAK  
 

WORDSEARCH - Find the highlighted words in the grid 
 

Even as Jesus ate that last Passover meal with His disciples, He 
warned them He was about to be betrayed. He took the bread, 
blessed it, broke it and gave it to them; He took the cup of wine, 
gave thanks, and gave it to them to drink. The Old Covenant, 
based on Law, was ticking away its final hours; the New Covenant, 
based on Christ’s body and His blood, was about to be ushered in. 
Jesus prayed in Gethesame that this fearful cup might be removed 
from Him, but even more, that God’s will might be done. And it was. 
From Easter onwards we can only approach God through His Son, 
Jesus Christ, not on our own merit 
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CHILDREN’S CORNER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I am the living bread that came down from heaven.  If 
anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever.  This bread is 
my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world” 

You can read this in John: Chapter 6 verse 51 
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PARISH REGISTERS 
March 2020 

 
   BAPTISMS:   
 
   4th March:    John Michael Benjamin 
 
   We extend a warm welcome into the Church Family 

 
 
 

   BURIAL/CREMATIONS:  
 
   Burial – 21 February:     Jean Lilian Everist (80) 
   Burial – 25 February:     Elsie Elizabeth Maude Branch (95) 
   Burial of Ashes – 1 March: Derek James Toomey (68)    
   Burial – 2 March:      Barbara Mossman (93) 

 

tĞ�ĞǆƚĞŶĚ�ŽƵƌ�ůŽǀĞ�ĂŶĚ�ƐǇŵƉĂƚŚǇ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĨĂŵŝůǇ�ĂŶĚ�ĨƌŝĞŶĚƐ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

͞tĞ�ĂƌĞ�ƚŽ�ƉƌĂǇ�ŝŶ�ƟŵĞƐ�ŽĨ�ĂĚǀĞƌƐŝƚǇ͕�ůĞƐƚ�ǁĞ�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�ĨĂŝƚŚůĞƐƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƵŶďĞůŝĞǀŝŶŐ͘ � 
tĞ�ĂƌĞ�ƚŽ�ƉƌĂǇ�ŝŶ�ƟŵĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƉƌŽƐƉĞƌŝƚǇ͕�ůĞƐƚ�ǁĞ�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�ďŽĂƐƞƵů�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽƵĚ͘ � 
tĞ�ĂƌĞ�ƚŽ�ƉƌĂǇ�ŝŶ�ƟŵĞƐ�ŽĨ�ĚĂŶŐĞƌ͕�ůĞƐƚ�ǁĞ�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�ĨĞĂƌĨƵů�ĂŶĚ�ĚŽƵďƟŶŐ͘  

tĞ�ĂƌĞ�ƚŽ�ƉƌĂǇ�ŝŶ�ƟŵĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƐĞĐƵƌŝƚǇ͕�ůĞƐƚ�ǁĞ�ďĞĐŽŵĞ�ƐĞůĨ-ƐƵĸĐŝĞŶƚ͘͟ 
�ƌ��ŝůůǇ�'ƌĂŚĂŵ 
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GROUPS AND SOCIETIES 

Choir Practice   Practice takes place on Fridays at 7.30pm (except August) 

 
Bible Reading    BRF Notes are available on request. 
Fellowship   Contact: Maggie Dawson - 01689 823857 
    
Bible Study Group  This group is open to all and meet on the 2nd Tuesday of  
   each Month at 10.30 am at 27 Glendower Crescent. 
   Contact: Julia Jeffery - 01689 821443 
 

Children’s Society  Contact: Anne Spencer - 01689 601753 

 
Churchyard Group  This group meets on Thursdays at 10.00 am until 12.30pm  
   (weather permitting). 
   Contact: John Pentlow - 01689 815772 
    

Church Mission Society Contact: Richard Newson - 01689 821445 

 

Corporate Communion (Focus and Mothers’ Union): This takes place on the  
   3rd Wednesday of each month at 10:00 am in the Church 
 
Focus   This group is open to all women and meet on the 2nd 
   Thursday of each month at 2.00 pm in the hall 
   Contact:  Anne Spencer - 01689 601753 
    
Julian Group   This group is open to all and meet on the 3rd Tuesday of 
   each month at 2:00pm  
   Contact: Vanessa Dixon - 01689 851767 
    
Mothers’ Union   PLEASE NOTE there will be no further branch meetings 
   until further notice 
   Contact: Ann Crowe - 01689 826216    
 
Out of Focus   This social group is open to all men and meet approx every 
   two months to chat and arrange outings 
   Contact: David House - 01689 828037    
 
St Michael’s Guild  The guild decorate the Church throughout the year 
   including weddings and funerals. They can arrange pedestals 
   for members of the congregation to celebrate an 
   anniversary, birthday or in memory of a loved one. 
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Live-In Home Care 

 
We are a family owned and run agency specialising in live-in care, with 

over 30 years experience in the care sector.  
 

We offer an alternative to residential care, providing our clients with 
one to one live-in care, enabling them to remain in the comfort and 

security of their own home. 
 

We are based in Tunbridge Wells, Kent and provide live-in services to 
clients in the local areas of Kent and Sussex. 

 

 

 

Tel: 01892 518400  

www.bespokecarecompany.co.uk 
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