
Reflection on John 17:1-11 Sunday After Ascension 2020 

It’s quite tough for a lot of people in these troubled times. Not least when it comes to 
looking after loved ones, looking out for friends. Its not so bad when they are safely at home
with us, but when it is no longer  possible for grandparents or others to look after or see 
children, or the frail, many feel the loss of something which we took for granted and the 
vulnerable may not have access to the physical and emotional care they need .

We rightly put our trust in doctors, nurses and carers, but leaving loved ones in their hands 
can mean no contact for perhaps weeks, and worse maybe not even at the point of death.

“Parting is such sweet sorrow” as Jesus might have said. Jesus disciples found themselves 
unable to be with Jesus during his suffering, and weren’t sure how they would cope when 
he left them.

I don’t know how many times I have heard the words “we don’t know” recently – when can 
we go out, back to school or church, when will there be a vaccine. When will things get back 
to normal?

Jesus tells us he has shown his disciples what God the Father is like and has given them the 
knowledge to carry on his work in the further knowledge that the Father will keep them safe
in Jesus name- on Jesus behalf.  But safe from what? Not from Virus or painful death, but 
from darkness and the evil which is always around us, often hidden in plain sight.

But the disciples then, and we now have been given another kind of knowledge. It dwells in 
the realms of  trust and faith and love, and springs from a perspective which for Christians 
encompasses knowing both the nature and presence of God as revealed by Jesus, and 
perhaps, in a more complicated way, by our friend John, whose Gospel takes a bit of figuring
out but gets to the heart of the relationship between Jesus, his Father, his friends and us. 
You may think knowledge is not the be all and end all of everything, but to know God and 
his son Jesus in the way I have outlined is to have eternal life through the power of the holy 
Spirit; to live in the realm of Glory which Jesus relinquished at his incarnation, but reclaimed 
through his death and resurrection. 

In an uncertain and sometimes frightening world where darkness will always be present, 
Jesus from his place in glory still asks the Father to keep his followers safe, to walk in the 
light, in the power of the Spirit, enfolded in his love. And to misquote 2 Cor 4 it is the Father 
who said - ‘let the light shine in the darkness ‘-who now shines in our hearts to give the light 
of the knowledge of his glory that we see in Jesus

As Jesus prayed this prayer, as John probably prayed it, so might we.  Jesus said if we ask 
anything in his name it will be granted. That means praying as he prayed.

This prayer, maybe a gift to the Community John founded, is also a gift to us. Jesus asks to 
be lifted up alongside the Father so a new age can begin. We live in that new age. 

In troubled times Jesus says” Peace, I leave with you, my peace I give to you. Do not let your 
hearts be troubled and do not let them be afraid.” The Peace of The Lord be with you all. 
Amen


