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Quality Home Help Service 

Cleaning - Laundry - Ironing- Shopping 

Running Errands - Companionship 

 

Call Lena on : 0203 609 2417 

www.marigoldseniorsupport.com 

http://www.marigoldseniorsupport.com/
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ORPINGTON PARISH CHURCH 
Top of Church Hill (off High Street). Other entrances and car parks in Bark Hart Rd 

Follow us on Facebook at All Saints’ Orpington. 

Vicar:  The Rev’d George M Rogers 

   1a Keswick Road, Orpington, BR6 0EU 

   Tel: 01689 824624 

Website:  www.allsaintsorpington.org.uk 

Faith Online:  01689 495014 – Listen to extracts from our Services 

Lay Ministers:  Pam Mercer  Tel: 01689 821171 

   Abi Hiscock    Tel: 01689 898329 

Pastoral Assistant:           Sheila Anderson  Tel: 07957 218706 

Churchwardens:  Peter Clarke  Tel: 01689 832325 

   Duncan Hellicar  Tel: 01689 871026  

Assistant Wardens: Malcolm Dixon     Tel: 01689 851767 

                                     Gill Sinclair       Tel: 01689 875702 

                                     Denis Reidy    Tel: 01689 607202 

Children and   Mandy Turner    Email: rr.turner@ntlworld.com 

Young People:  Catherine King  Email: youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com  

   Cathy Hussey  Tel:  01689 821632 

Director of Music:      Phoebe Tak Man Chow   Email:  takmanchow@gmail.com 

Parish Administrator  Karen Kelly   Tel: 01689 832031 

Church Office  Monday-Friday: 9.30 to 12.30  Closed on Wednesdays 
   Bark Hart Road, Orpington. BR6 0QD  

   Tel: 01689 832031  Email: allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 

Parochial Church Council 

 Secretary: Gill Sinclair  Tel: 01689 875702 

 Treasurer: Tim Birse   Tel: 01689 836392 

Safeguarding Officer Gill Sinclair   Tel: 01689 875702.  

Planned Giving Recorder: David Laker  Tel: 01689 834820  

Book of Remembrance: Jenni Sargent  Tel: 01689 826547 

Sacristan:  Malcolm & Vanessa Dixon:   Tel: 01689 851767  

Magazine Editor:              Gill Sinclair  Email: gillsinclair@outlook.com 

Caretaker:                         David House  Tel: 07956 101189 

Special Facilities:              Loop system for the deaf - set to position ‘T’ on hearing aids. 

                Ramp into church. Wheelchair access. Toilet for the disabled. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   SUNDAY SERVICES  8.00am Holy Communion  BCP 

    9.30am Parish Eucharist  CW 

   On certain Festivals  6.30pm Choral Evensong  BCP 

   Wednesday    10.00am Eucharist  CW 

   Monday to Friday   9.00am Morning Prayer  CW 

Major Saints’ Days as announced in the diary 

http://www.allsaintsorpington.org.uk/
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NOTICEBOARD 

 ALL SAINTS’ PRAYING FOR ALL STREETS 

This month we are praying for the following streets in the 

Parish: 

Bruce Grove    Highlands Road Perry Hall Road 

Lenham House   Lamberhurst Close 

May the love of Jesus abide in your homes and with your families 

 

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU 

We are praying for all those whose birthdays are this month, 

especially: 

Gerald Holmes              Tim Birse 

Sheila Anderson                   John Rouse 

Special Congratulations to Geoff (Joff) Gammon 

who will celebrate his 90th birthday on 13 October 

May the light of Jesus shine through them on your Birthday 

 

 

FAITH ONLINE – Telephone 01689 495014 to listen to 

extracts from the Sunday and Wednesday Services by 

choosing from the options available. 

 

 

 

FOLLOW OUR SERVICES:  The following link takes 

you directly to the video page of All Saints' Facebook and 

from there you can choose which video to watch. You do 

not need to have a Facebook account – 
https://www.facebook.com/AllSaintsOrpington/videos/?ref=page_internal 

 

 

 

HOME COMMUNION: - If you have been unable to 

attend church services and would like to receive Holy 

Communion, the Vicar and Lay Ministers will be able to bring 

the sacrament to you.  Please telephone the Church Office 

(01689 832031) to request a visit. 

 
 

 

SAINTS ALIVE! MAGAZINE 

Please send your articles for the next month’s magazine to 

Gill by Sunday 21 October 2021 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/AllSaintsOrpington/videos/?ref=page_internal


6 

 

ON THE LEVEL WITH CHRIST 

Mary’s beautiful song of praise is commonly called the Magnificat, from the 

Latin for “magnify.” Mary magnifies the Lord, proclaiming God’s greatness 

and rejoicing in God as Saviour. She begins with God’s actions in her own 

life, for in choosing her to be the mother of the messiah, the Mighty One has 

indeed “done great things for” her. Elizabeth has just welcomed and 

honoured her, saying, “blessed is she who believed.” Now she recognises 

with awe that not only Elizabeth but all generations will call her blessed. 

In our culture #blessed has become a meme, and “feeling blessed” makes 

regular appearances in Facebook posts. People tweet images or post pictures 

of themselves enjoying a delicious meal or an exotic holiday or a shopping 

spree at their favourite shop. “Blessed” has come to mean living a life of 

privilege and comfort. Using the term has become a way of celebrating those 

moments when everything is going well and all seems right with the world—

or at least one’s own little corner of it. 

The blessedness that Mary celebrates stands in stark contrast to our culture’s 

attitude. By our standards she doesn’t look at all blessed. God has chosen 

her to be the mother of the messiah, but in practical terms what does that 

mean for her? She isn’t from a rich family or of any social standing. She’s a 

peasant girl from a small village. Her friends and neighbours see her as a 

disgrace because she’s unmarried and pregnant. Further, as she will soon 

learn from Simeon if she hasn’t perceived it already, being the mother of the 

messiah is scarcely an unmixed blessing. She will bear the unspeakable grief 

of watching as her son is rejected, shamed and crucified: “This child is 

destined for the falling and rising of many in Israel … and a sword will pierce 

your own soul too”. Despite all this, Mary praises God for honouring her. 

She perceives God’s action in her life as consistent with God’s saving action 

in history. The Mighty One’s agenda differs radically from the plans of human 

rulers. Mary’s celebration of God’s strong arm recalls Hannah’s song in 1 

Samuel 2:1–10. Like Mary, Hannah experienced a miraculous pregnancy. Like 

Mary’s son, Hannah’s son Samuel spoke God’s word. Both Hannah and Mary 

praise God for overturning society’s structures by bringing down the 

powerful and lifting up the powerless. Mary’s song doesn’t share Hannah’s 

militaristic imagery, however, for Mary’s son will bless not the makers of war, 

but the peacemakers.  
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Mary sings about the God who saves not just souls, but embodied people. 

The God she celebrates isn’t content merely to point people toward heaven; 

God’s redemptive work begins here now. God fills the hungry not only with 

hope, but with food. Rather than being satisfied with comforting the lowly, 

Mary’s Lord lifts them up, granting them dignity and honour, a seat at the 

table and a voice in the conversation. At the same time, God shows strength 

by disrupting the world’s power structures, dethroning rulers and humbling 

the mighty. 

Clearly such saving acts are good news for the poor and lowly, but what does 

Mary’s song mean for the rich and the powerful? Is there nothing but 

judgment for them? Though judgment and salvation may seem like opposites, 

they go hand in hand. Those who stand in awe only of themselves and their 

own power will be judged. Yet if the wealthy and powerful can only see it, by 

bringing them down — by emptying and humbling them—God is saving them. 

When they turn their gaze from themselves and their own accomplishments, 

when their awe is directed to God—then there’s mercy for them, too. 

Both in Mary’s song and in Jesus’ ministry we see the God who loves us as we 

are but doesn’t leave us that way. Zacchaeus shows us God’s saving love in 

action. As a tax collector Zacchaeus is wealthy but he’s also a scorned 

outsider. When Jesus invites himself to dinner at Zacchaeus’s house, the 

encounter leaves Zacchaeus welcomed into community, emptied of his 

wealth and profoundly changed. His gaze is redirected from himself toward 

Jesus. He no longer sees only his own needs and desires. Now he sees those 

whom he has harmed in his quest for money and security. Jesus brings 

Zacchaeus down from his wealth and up from his shame. In the process he 

frees him. Salvation has come to his house. 

When God empties the rich of their excess and fills the hungry with good 

things, the result isn’t social reversal, with the powerless and the powerful 

changing places as much as it is social levelling. The rich and powerful are 

stripped of their arrogance and taught to love their neighbours as God loves 

them. Thus God provides for the poor and honours the humiliated. When 

the arrogant are scattered and the powerful brought down, then every 

person has access to enough of the world’s resources, and no one has too 

much. Every person is treated with dignity and respect and no one uses 

power to harm.  
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Mary’s song magnifies the Saviour who loves the world with a love that makes 

creation whole. God’s saving judgment is for all of us, bringing us down from 

the pride that fills us with ourselves until we can’t see either God or 

neighbour, bringing us up from the shame that distorts our worldview and 

convinces us that no one—not even God—could love us. The mother of the 

Messiah has experienced God’s blessing. She is not #blessed. Her blessing, 

like ours, is a cross-shaped blessing, “a condition of complete simplicity 

(costing not less than everything)” as T. S. Eliot so memorably said, yet 

bringing true freedom, the priceless gift of God’s salvation. 

Rev’d George M Rogers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PARISH REGISTERS 

SEPTEMBER 2021 

BAPTISMS:  

We extend a warm welcome into the Church Family 

 

 

MARRIAGES: 

Congratulations and best wishes for your future happiness 

 

 

  BURIAL/CREMATIONS: 

We extend our love and sympathy to their family and friends 

  

12 September Roseabella Samantha Fuller 

19 September Samuel James Paul Monk 

11 September  Jonathan Coulson to Mary Petty 

Cremation       3 September Victoria Regan (78) 

Burial             16 September  Victoria Ann Diles (48) 
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GIVING AND LIVING GENEROUSLY 

 

Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul,  

and no one claimed private ownership of any possessions,  

but everything they owned was held in common. Acts 4:32 

This verse, from the Acts of the Apostles is all about community.  Each one 

of us who is part of our church community is unique, each of us made in 

God’s image.  We all have talents and skills which are generous gifts from a 

generous God.  When we are happy to use our gifts for the good of our 

community we are serving God.  That is one of the things which makes us a 

community, and our contributions are an important part of that. 

Generosity is transforming.  Transformation is about two fishes and five 

loaves becoming a meal for five thousand people.  Transformation is water 

being turned into wine.  If we trust in the Spirit and are generous with our 

time, talents and money the Spirit will enable us to do things we never knew 

we could do. 

If we think about ourselves, our money, and our church community, what 

should we do?  Let’s think of our giving or our time, skills and money as an 

investment.    Real generosity is risky, just like an investment, but investment 

in our parish supports the mission of God in this place and the ministry on 

which that support relies, and like an investment on the stock market you 

may just see a return which makes a real change. 

We want our community to be everything which God wants it to be, and for 

this to happen we need to give our heart and soul, but also our time, skills 

and money. 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 

believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.  John 3:16 

God has taken a risk on me, so I want to take a risk on God; joyfully and 

generously.  Our giving to God is about gratitude, love and faith. 

You will be enriched in every way for your great generosity, which will produce 

thanksgiving to God through us. 2 Corinthians 9:11 

When God invested in us he came in person – became fully human and died 

on the cross for us, so that we could be saved, and that is definitely something 

to be cheerful about. 

Liz Mullins 

Diocesan Stewardship & Funding Adviser  
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FANCY KNITTING OR CROCHETING A POPPY? 

 

 
 

Many thanks to Linda Kent for supplying this picture 

of a poppy she has already made 

 

For Remembrance Day this year, we thought that it would be lovely to have 

some knitted poppies in Church.  Would you like to knit/crochet one (or 

maybe a couple?)  If we get only one or two, then we can feature them in 

vases or placed around the church.  If we have 100 or 102! we can feature 

them as a ‘fall’ from the pulpit. What do you think? Here are a couple of 

patterns from the Royal British Legion that may help you but if you have your 

own pattern, feel free to use it.  You can post or deliver your poppies to the 

Church or the Office for my attention.  If you would like to continue 

knitting/crocheting after Remembrance Day – that would be fine because we 

can use the poppies in 2022 and onwards!  The deadline for poppies to be 

received for this year is 30 October 2021. 

 

 

 

 

Knitted Poppies 

For the best finish, knit with a Double Knit (DK yarn). 

The size of needle you choose will determine how big 

the poppy will be, but we recommend 3.5mm or 3.75mm 

(UK9).  

 

If you have different yarn left in your stash, just use that 

and the appropriate needle size.  

 

Colour A Red (one ball will make a lot of poppies!) 

Colour B Scrap of Black or a black button   
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Body of Poppy Using Col A cast on 120 stitches. Rows 1-4 Knit Row 5 Knit 

3 stiches together across the row(40 stiches) Rows 6-9 Knit Row 10 Knit 2 

stitches together across the row(20 stitches) Rows 11-14 Knit Row 15 Knit 

2 stitches together across the row(10 stitches) Cut yarn leaving a tail of about 

20cm Thread tail through yarn needle and slip all the remaining live stitches 

onto the yarn tail and pull tight. Pull around into a circle and then mattress 

stitch (or use whatever stitching you normally use) to seam for an invisible 

seam. Sew in ends.  

 

Centre of Poppy Using B, cast on 16 sts. Cast off. Coil into a tight spiral and 

sew base to the centre. Or use a black or green button with 4 holes and sew 

to centre of poppy.  

 

Crocheted Poppies – Two petal crochet 

poppy  

Rnd 1: With 3mm hook and wool, ch2. Make 10dc 

in 2nd ch from hook. Join with a slst in 1st dc. (10sts) 

 

Rnd 2: *ch1 dc ch1 2tr in next st, 3tr in next st, 2tr 

ch1 dc in next st, slst in next 2sts. Rep from * once 

again. 

 

Rnd 3: *ch1 3dc in next 2 sts, 2dc in next 5sts, 3dc in next 2 sts,slst in next 

2sts. rep from* once again. Fasten off. Attach button in the centre.  

 

 

 

Stitch explanation 

st(s) = stitch (es)   htr = half treble crochet  

ch = chain    slst = slip stitch 

rep=repeat    r = row 

dc = double crochet   tr = treble crochet  

rnd=round 

 

 

Good luck….and thank you. 

Lesley Birse 
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THE STORY BEHIND THE HYMN 

“Dear Lord and Father of Mankind” 

The author of this beautiful and well-loved hymn, "Dear 

Lord and Father of Mankind", is John Greenleaf 

Whittier (1807-92). He was from Massachusetts and wrote 

poetry and found early inspiration from Robert Burns. 

He spent time as a journalist and editor and became 

Secretary of the American Anti-Slavery Society. This hymn 

was written against the background of boisterous revival 

meetings of the time. 

He was a Quaker who believed in worshiping God in silent meditation and 

deplore the histrionics associated with the Evangelical movement.  

He originally wrote this poem as a meditation poem and did not expect this 

hymn to be sung. It should, however, be pointed out that he did allow the 

verses to be used in a hymn book published in 1884. 

This hymn has long been regarded as an excellent statement that Christians 

should learn the virtue of silence and humility before God. From this, they 

will learn what is the will of God. 

 

 

 

Dear Lord and Father of mankind, 

forgive our foolish ways: 

reclothe us in our rightful mind; 

in purer lives your service find, 

in deeper reverence praise, 

in deeper reverence praise. 

 

Breathe through the heats of our desire 

your coolness and your balm; 

let sense be dumb, let flesh retire, 

speak through the earthquake, wind and fire, 

O still small voice of calm, 

O still small voice of calm! 

 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Greenleaf_Whittier
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Greenleaf_Whittier
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Live-In Home Care 
 

We are a family owned and run agency specialising in 

live-in care, with over 30 years experience in the care 

sector.  

  

We offer an alternative to residential care, providing our 

clients with one to one live-in care, enabling them to 

remain in the comfort and security of their own home. 
  

We are based in Tunbridge Wells, Kent and provide live-in 

services to clients in the local areas of Kent and Sussex. 

 

 

  

 

Tel: 01892 518400  

www.bespokecarecompany.co.uk 
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PHILIP MOSETTIG 

HANDYMAN  

NO JOB  TOO SMALL 

FREE QUOTE  

GENERAL HOUSEHOLD 

MAINTENANCE  

PAINTING & DECORATING 

GARDENING  

HONEST AND RELIABLE 

  

TEL 07504519586 

philipmosettig@yahoo.co.uk 

P A C E Y’s 
The Garden Shop 

Garden Machinery and Tools 

Sales and Servicing. 

71 Chislehurst Rd, Orpington,  
BR6 0DQ 

FREE collection and delivery 

01689 834208 
Email: info@paceymowers.co.uk 

mailto:info@paceymowers.co.uk
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A ‘KEEP FIT’ OPPORTUNITY ! 

 

               
 

I have stopped cycling up the road to get my paper and to Maggie's relief I 

have decided to get rid of my bicycle (with much regret) and the family 

already have their own.   I wondered, with the run up to Christmas, whether 

someone in the church would like to have it, with any donation going to All 

Saints'.? 

Just a thought!  It has an Araya frame (the man in the cycle shop got quite 

excited about it) and I replaced the racing tyres with ordinary ones.  Per 

photo - in working order and taken as seen.   It will probably need a service 

to get it A1. 

Geoffrey Dawson 

 

 

 

SERVING TEAM 

The serving team is severely depleted. Unfortunately, no-

one has responded to the last appeal so, if you’re even 

slightly interested, please have a word with Malcolm or me. 

We’re not very good at rushing around twisting arms! It is 

hoped that we can soon return to having two servers for 

the 9-30 Eucharist, but with only 4 or 5 of us on the rota, 

it will be hard to sustain when any of us are away. 

Serving at the altar is a privilege, but is also very enjoyable. Full training will 

be given. Please consider whether it might be for you. We’ll welcome you 

with open arms!  

Vanessa and Malcolm Dixon 

01689 851767 

vanessa.m.dixon@btinternet.com or malcolm.g.dixon@btinternet.com  

mailto:vanessa.m.dixon@btinternet.com
mailto:malcolm.g.dixon@btinternet.com
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MIRFIELD PILGRIMAGE 

27 TO 30 MAY 2022 

A lovely pilgrimage opportunity is still open to 

you next May, if you’d like to join us! It’s a 

delightful time of year to go. I took this picture 

in the grounds in Spring 2018.  

We have a group booked in, but there is room 

for a few more. Every pilgrimage is different.  It 

will be an adventure!  

A £50 deposit is payable now to secure your 

room booking, but the balance is only payable 

when we go. The single en-suite rooms have 

all been spoken for. However, there are a 

couple more double en-suites available at 

£282-45, including all meals. There are also 

plenty of standard single rooms in the retreat 

house at £161-20.  These have a wash basin 

and there are plenteous showers, bathrooms 

and toilets nearby on each floor. There is also a kitchenette on each floor 

where you can help yourself to tea, coffee and biscuits whenever you want. 

Travel costs will be additional. We normally travel by train from King’s Cross. 

Unfortunately, ticket prices have increased since the pandemic, but I will do 

my very best to get the best deal for you. 

Because it’s sometimes interesting to see things 

from a different angle, here is the altar in the Chapel 

of the Resurrection from the back. As you can see, 

it’s the empty tomb! 

Why not try something new for 2022 and join this 

‘Pilgrimage to the Resurrection’? 

Please don’t hesitate to ask me if you’d like to know 

more about what happens on a pilgrimage or for any 

other details. 

Vanessa Dixon 

vanessa.m.dixon@btinternet.com 

or phone 01689 851767 

  

mailto:vanessa.m.dixon@btinternet.com
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18th October: Thank you, Dr Luke!   

(By David Winter) 

‘Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, bless the bed that I lie 

on’ - my grandma taught me that one. At least it meant I 

never forgot the names of the writers of the four 

Gospels. This month Luke, the writer of the third of 

them, has his feast day – 18th October.  

He was, we learn from the letters of St Paul, a ‘physician’ 

- an educated man and probably the only one of the 

writers of the New Testament who was not a Jew. In modern terms, he was 

Turkish. Paul took him as one of his missionary team on a long journey 

around the Middle East, and they clearly became close friends. Under house 

arrest later in his life Paul could write, ‘only Luke is with me’. 

However, it is his Gospel which has established him as a major figure in the 

history of the Christian Church. Mark’s Gospel may have more drama, 

Matthew’s more prophetic background and John’s a more profound sense of 

the mystery of the divine, but Luke offers us a Jesus who is utterly and 

believably real. This man turned no one away, reserved his harshest words 

for hypocrites and religious grandees, cared for the marginalised, the poor, 

the persecuted, the handicapped and the sinful. His Gospel is full of people 

we can recognise - indeed, in whom we can often recognise ourselves. 

He was also a masterly storyteller. Try, for instance, the story of the Prodigal 

Son (Luke 15:11-32). Read it (this time) not as a sacred text but as a brilliant 

piece of story-telling: subtle repetitions (‘your son, this brother of yours’), 

believable characters, drama and profound emotion. There is the older 

brother, so cynical about his sibling’s alleged reformation, the ‘prodigal’ 

himself, so hesitant about throwing himself on his father’s mercy after the 

folly of his earlier behaviour, and there is the father, of course, abandoning 

the dignity of his role in the family and actually running to welcome his 

wretched son’s return.  

There are more women in Luke’s Gospel than in any of the others, but also 

more poor people, more lepers, more ‘sinners’ and tax-collectors, more 

‘outsiders’ who are shown to be ‘inside’ the love of Christ.  

This, for many of us, is the great Gospel of inclusion and compassion. Here 

is a Jesus for the whole world and for every one of us. Thank you, Dr Luke!  
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES 

 

Sunday Clubs 

 
 

 

Young Saints 
 

    For all children and young people 

9.30 a.m in the hall 
 

Join us as we have fun learning about Jesus, the Bible 

and Church.  We sing, play games, make things, cook 

and pray together. 

 

 

 

     There is a creche for babies and very young children. 
 

 

Contact: Catherine King or Val Pickering 

  Email: youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 
 

 

Youth Group for Secondary School Children 
Join us as we learn and discuss how the Bible is relevant 

to our everyday lives. 
 

Contact: Mandy Turner 

  Email: rr.turner@ntlworld.com  
 

 All groups come into church in time to join the congregation at the altar to 

receive a communion or blessing and join their parents. 

  

mailto:youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com
mailto:rr.turner@ntlworld.com
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ALL SAINTS’ PARISH CHURCH  

MONTHLY CALENDAR – OCTOBER 2021 

(PLEASE NOTE:  Events can be added or cancelled at short notice  

so please remember to check the weekly pew sheet) 

 

Every Week:  Monday to Friday, 9.00 am - Morning Prayer 

   Monday to Friday, 5.00 pm – Evening Prayer 

   Friday, 7.30 pm – Choir Practice 

 

Sat 2 9.30 am  Contemplative Prayer (Church) 

 

Sun 3 Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Eucharist 

  3.30 pm Choral Evensong 

    

Tues 5 8.00 pm Festival Choir Rehearsal 

    

Wed 6 10.00 am  Midweek Eucharist followed by Morning Coffee 

 

Thurs 7 10.00 am Tots 

  5.30 pm Vocal Teaching (Choir Vestry) – until 8.30pm 

 

Sun 10 Nineteenth Sunday after Trinity 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Eucharist 

  

Tues 12 8.00 pm Festival Choir Rehearsal 

 

Wed 13 10.00 am Midweek Eucharist followed by Morning Coffee 

    

Thurs 14 10.00 am Tots  

  11.30 am U3A Choir Rehearsal (Church) – until 1.00 pm 

  2.00 pm Focus Group (Church) 

  5.30 pm Vocal Teaching (Choir Vestry) – until 8.30pm 

 

Sat 16 10.30 am Lectio Divina (Church) 
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Sun 17 Twentieth Sunday after Trinity 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Eucharist 

 

Wed 20 10.00 am  Midweek Eucharist followed by Morning Coffee 

    

Thurs 21 10.00 am Tots    

  5.30 pm Vocal Teaching (Choir Vestry) – until 8.30pm 

 

Sat 23 7.30 pm Cockney Singalong (Church Hall) 

 

Sun 24 Last Sunday after Trinity 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Eucharist 

  3.00 pm Memorial Service 

 

Tues 26 8.00 pm Festival Choir Rehearsal 

 

Wed 27 10.00 am  Midweek Eucharist followed by Morning Coffee 

 

Thurs 28 No Tots Group during half term 

    

Fri 29 2.00 pm Bereavement Group (Church Hall) 

 

Sun 31 All Saints Day 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Eucharist 

  3.00 pm Baptism 

 

Forthcoming Events 

Sunday 14 November Remembrance Sunday 

Saturday 20 November Festival Choir Concert 

Sunday 28 November Advent Sunday 

 

 

URGENT REQUEST:   

Now that restrictions are lifting our Church and Hall bookings are increasing. 

Please bear this in mind when organising an event and try to be flexible 

regarding access.  Any queries, please contact the office. 
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES  

  

Throughout the week 

  

 
   All Saints’ Tots 
   A friendly and fun group for babies, toddlers and their parents, 

   grandparents and carers.  

  

We meet every Thursday in term time between 10.00-11.30am. 

  

Come and find us at the back of the Church to have a cuppa and a chat whilst the 

little ones play.  

  

Contact: Cathy Hussey - Tel: 01689 821632  

  

    

   Guiding  
   Meet in the Church Hall 

  

  

Rangers     (14 - 18 years)  Alternate Wednesdays  

Guides     (10 - 15 years)  7.30-9.00pm  

Brownies   (7 - 10 ½ years)  6.00-7.30pm  

  

Contact: Division Commissioner: Debbie Clarke - Tel: 01689 832325 

  

  

 

   Scouting 2nd Orpington Scout Group  
   Meet at 50a Court Road 

  

Explorers (14 - 18 years)  Thursday 

Scouts        (10½ - 14 years)  Wednesday & Friday 

Cubs          (8 - 10½ years)      Monday & Tuesday 

Beavers      (6 - 8 years)  Tuesday & Wednesdayp 

  

Contact: via website   www.2nd.orp.org.uk 

 

  

mailto:-%20cathy-hussey@ntlworld.com
http://www.2nd.orp.org.uk/
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31st October: All Hallows Eve 

– or Holy Evening 

Modern Halloween celebrations 

have their roots with the Celtic 

peoples of pre-Christian times.   

In those long-ago days, on the last 

night of October, the Celts 

celebrated the Festival of Samhain, or ‘Summer’s End’. The priests, or Druids, 

performed ceremonies to thank and honour the sun. For there was a very 

dark side to all this: Samhain also signalled the onset of winter, a time when 

it was feared that unfriendly ghosts, nature-spirits, and witches roamed the 

earth, creating mischief. So the Druid priests lit great bonfires and performed 

magic rites to ward off or appease these dark supernatural powers. 

Then the Romans arrived, and brought their Harvest Festival which honoured 

the Goddess Pomona with gifts of apples and nuts. The two festivals slowly 

merged. 

When Christianity arrived still later, it began to replace the Roman and Druid 

religions.  1st November - All Saints’ Day - was dedicated to all Christian 

Martyrs and Saints who had died. It was called ‘All Hallows’ Day’. The evening 

before became an evening of prayer and preparation and was called ‘All 

Hallows’ Eve’, The Holy Evening, later shortened to ‘Halloween’.   

For many centuries, however, fear of the supernatural remained strong. 

During the Middle Ages, animal costumes and frightening masks were worn 

to ward off the evil spirits of darkness on Halloween. Magic words and 

charms were used to keep away bad luck, and everybody believed that 

witches ride about on broomsticks. Fortune telling was popular, and 

predicting the future by the use of nuts and apples was so popular that 

Halloween is still sometimes known as Nutcrack Night or Snap-Apple Night. 

Today, Christians have learned to turn to prayer instead of charms to 

overcome the powers of darkness. And the deeper, true meaning of All 

Hallows’ Eve, should not be forgotten. As Christians, we all draw closer to 

Christ when we remember and give thanks for our loved ones and for others 

who have gone before us through the gates of death. 
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THE CHILDREN’S SOCIETY WALK 

FRIDAY 3rd SEPTEMBER 2021 

 

We thoroughly enjoyed our sponsored walk, maintaining a traditional means 

of raising funds, whilst enjoying exercise, countryside interest and friendly 

fellowship.  It was good to share conversation and hear how people were 

getting on with both our current challenges and our opportunities for more 

time with our families and friends. 

In the end, on the day, we were a small group of four walkers and a support 

driver: Anne Spencer, Ann Tiley, Helen Ogendembe, Tim Mercer and Dave 

House.  It was a lovely day for walking, some breeze, cloudy, but with 

sunshine along the way, and it was cool enough for walking comfortably.  

We left Goddington Park about 10.30 a.m., walked up to Chelsfield, around 

to Shoreham and across to Lullingstone Country Park for lunch at 1 p.m. 

Then we continued towards Lullingstone Castle and turned to cross 

Lullingstone Park Golf Course, going over the busy M25 to Well Hill. We 

passed the pretty Well Hall Mission Chapel (where cream teas and music 

have been enjoyed, I understand!). 

Eventually, we came along the road into Chelsfield Village, where we stopped 

for a drink at The Five Bells. We then concluded our excursion by cutting 

back across the fields, to get back to our starting point. 

We walked a little on the roads, but we were mostly on the country 

footpaths, with spells following the Darent River pathway.  We met up with 

cyclists, horse riders, and other walkers. We smelt the lavender and walked 

amongst the field of sweet corn, which had grown above shoulder height 

since our practice walk.  Dave drove out to join us for lunch at Lullingstone 

Park and, again, about 4.15 p.m. for a half pint in Chelsfield. 

Our walk was 11.6 miles in length.  We paced ourselves, with opportunities 

to walk a bit faster, from time to time, when on a straight stretch. 

This walk is part of an All Saints’ parochial tradition of charitable walks and 

events, which stands within a worldwide Christian engagement with social 

justice.  The Children’s Society Walk is in its 14th year (we think!).    
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It raises funds for the Society, which does good work towards transforming 

the hopes and happiness of young people facing abuse, exploitation and 

neglect through practical support and campaigns for social change.  

All Saints has had representatives for a considerable period:   

➢ Winifred Bunting was one for many years; she used to walk around to 

get the collecting boxes from parishioners, when they were not brought 

in to church;   

➢ Eileen Coulson, who became TCS’s representative in 1997, served for 

18 years and formed a committee to help with the workload, which 

raised £64,196.69 in various ways;  

➢ Anne Spencer then took it on in 2016 and has raised £4,500 per year 

since then.  

Now in 2021, thanks to all who took part with the preparations and on the 

actual walk and to Anne Spencer for organising it. We hope to raise a goodly 

sum in sponsorship! 

Tim Mercer 

 

 

 

MEMORIAL SERVICE 

 

We will be holding our annual Memorial service on Sunday 24th October 

at 3pm.  This service is an opportunity to remember and give thanks for the 

lives of loved ones who have died.  During the service we will read out the 

names of the departed and there will be an opportunity to light a candle in 

their memory.  The service will be followed by light refreshments in the hall. 
 

If you would like the name of a loved one read out during the service, please 

advise the church office by Wednesday 20th October on 01689 832031 or 

email: allsaintsorpington@gmail.com. 

  

mailto:allsaintsorpington@gmail.com
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PRECIOUS MEMORIES 

Reading through the September issue of Saints Alive! magazine, I came across 

an item which jogged my memory bank. 

I was born in 1944 at Mile End Hospital, Whitechapel but my parents 

separated soon after I was born and I was taken to live with my grandparents 

at Bromley – the reason why I came to live on the south side of the Thames. 

My grandfather, David, was always telling me stories about his life in the 

Church Army Band and his time at St Mary-at-Hill Church in the City of 

London.  His good friend, Prebendary Wilson Carlisle, is a name I remember 

as he founded the Church Army, and played the trombone, as did my 

grandfather.    

My grandfather was Band Master and told many stories about the Church 

and the Band and how the Church Army started at St Mary-at-Hill in the City.  

One of the stories I remember was how the Band marched around the City 

of London collecting people off the street on a Sunday to get them to the 

church service.  These included porters from Billingsgate Fish Market, shop 

girls and visitors from the street with the promise of a cup of tea after the 

service. 

The St Mary-at-Hill Band travelled to all the Church rallies held in the 1920s 

and 1930s and I still have the newspapers of the day with photos of the Band.  

Unfortunately, the Band was disbanded at the outbreak of the second world 

war in 1939. 

I have never forgotten the stories my grandfather told me, and still have some 

of the photos he took around the country, including Salisbury to Leeds and 

101 other locations in the UK (see photo).  I also have a letter from the 

Church Army Headquarters, thanking the Band for their efforts.    

My grandfather died in 1960 when I was sixteen, but what he taught me about 

the church remains with me today. 

David House 
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The St Mary-at-Hill Band at Salisbury – June 1935 

 

 

 

FOOTNOTE: 

 

St Mary-at-Hill is an Anglican parish church in the Ward of Billingsgate, City 

of London.  It is situated on Lovat Lane, a cobbled street off Eastcheap. 

 

It was founded in the 12th century and was severely damaged in the Great 

Fire of London in 1666.   It was only partially rebuilt and has been much 

altered since, although some of its mediaeval fabric survives. 

 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglican
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parish_church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Billingsgate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City_of_London
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/City_of_London
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastcheap
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Fire_of_London
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Fire_of_London
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There is an urgent need for stocks of UHT milk and long life fruit juice. 

 

The warehouse manager has said: 

 

"We have had requests for 26 crates of Milk in just 7 orders 

from our Centres since the beginning of September, that's 312 

litres of Milk, so you can imagine we are running low. 

 

The Long Life Fruit Juice need is also pressing, but I know that 

our loyal donors will rise to the challenge and replenish our 

shortfall." 

 

So, this is the new needs list:  

 

UHT milk (URGENT) Long life fruit juice (URGENT) 

500g bags of rice Sugar free sweets 

Shower gel (male and female) Shampoo (male and female) 

Size 6 nappies Baby wipes 

 

 

We do not currently require: pasta, cereals, baked beans and baby milk. 

 

Thank you so much for your support, 

 

Vanessa Dixon 
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GOOD REASONS TO HAVE A CHURCH MAGAZINE 

After a year of lockdown, should we still bother with church magazines now 

that church life is picking up again?  Yes! 

It is read by lots of people.  

If each issue is read on average by two people, then more people see it than 

ever go to church.  So, it is a very good way of putting Christian values and 

ideas into people’s hands, whether they come to church or not. 

It is a service to the community.  

Communities need local networks to thrive. Magazines are a great way of 

binding the people who live in one place together. Just delivering the church 

magazine is a way to get to know the area and the people.   

It helps build bridges with other Christian churches in the area.  

We can share some details of their meetings and events. 

It can make money. Well, enough to cover the costs of production! Let’s aim 

for a revenue balanced on paid subscriptions and advertising.  

It is seen by those outside the church family.  Think of the people just moving 

into our area, or those who live here already and want to get married or to 

baptise their child.  Our magazine can help them see the sort of community 

we are, and that we would welcome them to join us. 

It is read by people who do not go to church, but who know someone who does. 

This is a major way of how groups, including churches, grow. Not many 

people walk into a church off their own bat. Most people are invited, or 

already have a connection.  

It supports local businesses.  

Local businesses who advertise locally, can thrive.  

It helps people develop skills.  

The editorial team will learn about design, marketing, GDPR, editing, 

copyright, writing, selling, artwork - and apologising.  

It can help inform our community about itself 

Especially if we include a local history or local natural history section! 

 

So, don’t believe it if someone tells you that print is dead. It is not. Many 

people still prefer to read something they can hold in their hands. The future 

is not either print or digital, but both. People will flick through a magazine 

that arrives through the door, even though they may never dream of visiting 

their local church’s website.   

David Pickup, a solicitor 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

“Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food.  If one of 

you says to him, “Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed”, but does 

nothing about his physical needs, what good is it?” 

 

Children in need of care: 

At the beginning of August, five babies, who were either abandoned or in 

temporary need of care were admitted to a local hospital awaiting family 

placements with foster or adoptive parents.  Due to shortages of suitable 

families and capacity constraints on our side we just managed to welcome 

two of the children at Shalom, a three month old baby boy and a baby girl 

just over a year old. 

Please Pray: 

➢ For Forever Families for all children in need. 

❖ For the children at Shalom, the baby boy is adoptable and the baby girl 

has good prospects to be returned to her mother who is currently 

undergoing mental health treatment at a local hospital. 

❖ As for the children who remain in hospital, one baby (3 weeks old) is 

adoptable, the second one (2 months old) needs family tracing done to 

identify prospects for kinship care as her mother is deceased and the 

last baby (2 months old) awaits the conclusion of ongoing kinship care 

assessments. 

➢ For the authorities (Police, Hospital Staff, Social Workers) to be properly 

capacitated to discharge their duties in a timely manner and with the best 

interest of the children as a priority.  Currently, fights over jurisdiction 

and red tape are frustrating child protection efforts. 

➢ For more families to step forward to give all babies in need of care a home.  

We pray especially for long term foster parents and adoptive parents. 

Pre-Schools: 

The Michael Project operates 3 pre-schools and a day care centre for 

vulnerable communities in Wingate, Greystone Park and Chikurubi Female 

Prison.  With the easing of Covid-19 restrictions we thank God that schools 

have been allowed to reopen because teachers play a pivotal role in child 

protection due to their frequent contact with students.  Our teachers 

prevent, identify, and assist victims of child abuse and neglect, provide health   



35 

 

and nutritional support to pupils which are prerequisites for effective 

learning and promote their spiritual development by introducing them to a 

relationship with God. 

Please Pray: 

➢ That all pupils will be able to return to school on time.  A number have 

been in the rural areas for the duration of the lockdown. 

➢ For continue protection from Covid-19 infection for pupils and their 

families. 

Prison Ministry: 

We thank God for the doors that have opened to us to minister to women 

with babies at the new open prison in Marondera.  At the end of 

September we are planning to run The Forgiveness Program.  It is a course 

that helps inmates face and reconcile with the people they wronged and 

who may have wronged them. 

Please Pray: 

➢ That the program will be effective as the women prepare to be reunified 

with their families. 

➢ For facilities that will cater for the care, nutrition and educational needs 

of the children incarcerated with their mothers at the new prison, similar 

to what we have currently running at Chikurubi Prison. 

 

The Michael Project Team 
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COFFEE BREAK SUKOKU 
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CHILDREN’S CORNER 

 

A big storm blew across the lake and the boat began to fill with water.  Jesus 

got up and gave a command to the wind and the waves, “Be still, be calm”. 

The wind stopped and the lake became calm. 

Read the story in Mark 4 verses 35 to 41 

 
Find the words above in the grid 
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THE LIGHTER SIDE 

 

 
Too clean 

My mother is a cleaning fanatic. One Saturday she told me and my brother 

to get down to the living room and straighten it up. We had held a party 

there the previous evening, and she was none too happy about the mess.  As 

she watched us work, it was clear that Mum was completely dissatisfied with 

our cleaning efforts and let us know it.  

Finally, my brother, exasperated with having to do it all over again, reached 

for a broom and asked Mum, “Can I use this, or were you planning to go 

somewhere?” 

 

Mirror, Mirror 

Do you ever get up in the morning, look in the mirror and think, “That can’t 

be accurate.” 

 

What you need 

A Sunday School teacher had just concluded her lesson and wanted to make 

sure she had made her point. She said, “Can anyone tell me what you must 

do before you can obtain forgiveness of sin?” 

There was a short pause and then, from the back of the room, a small boy 

spoke up. “Sin?” 

 

Fitting God in 

A little girl said to her mother: “The minister’s sermon this morning confused 

me.” Her mother was surprised, so the little girl continued:  

“He said that God is bigger than we are. Is that true?” 

“Yes, that’s true,” the mother replied. 

“He also said that God lives within us. Is that true, too?” Again, the mother 

agreed. 

“Well,” said the girl. “If God is bigger than us and He lives in us, wouldn’t He 

show through?” 
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GROUPS AND SOCIETIES 

Choir Practice This takes place on Fridays at 7.30pm  
(except August) 

 
Bible Reading Fellowship BRF Notes are available on request. 

Contact: Maggie Dawson - 01689 823857 
 

Children’s Society Contact: Anne Spencer - 01689 601753 
 

Gardening Group This group meets on Thursdays at 10.00 am 

until 12.30pm (weather permitting). 
Contact: Dave House - 01689 828037 

 
Church Mission Society Contact: Richard Newson - 01689 821445 

 
Corporate Communion (Focus and Mothers’ Union): This takes place 

on the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 10:00 
am in the Church 

 
Focus This group is open to all women and meet on 

the second Thursday of each month at 2.00 
pm in the Old Church 

Contact:  Anne Spencer - 01689 601753 
 

Julian Group This group is open to all and meet on the third 
Tuesday of each month at 2:00 pm  
Contact: Vanessa Dixon - 01689 851767 

 
Out of Focus This social group is open to all men and meet 

approximately  every two months to chat and 
arrange outings 

Contact: David House - 01689 828037 
 

St Michael’s Guild The guild decorate the Church throughout 
the year including weddings and funerals. They 

can arrange pedestals for members of the 
congregation to celebrate an anniversary, 

birthday or in memory of a loved one. 
Contact:  Margaret Lovett - 01689 831667 
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