
Acts 1.1-11, Luke 24.44-end

The biblical versions of the Ascension of Jesus leave him disappearing from the sight of 
his disciples. But what happened next? One imaginative account runs as follows:
As Jesus arrives at the gates of heaven, the angels are waiting to welcome him. Gabriel 
steps forward and says: “Lord, we’ve so admired everything you did down there. You 
revealed the kingdom of God; you healed the sick; you showed compassion to everyone in
need; you suffered so much . . . But we were wondering: who’s going to keep your 
wonderful work going?” Jesus replies: “I’ve given that job to my eleven followers, and to 
whoever joins them.” Shuffling and coughing among the angels. Finally Gabriel speaks 
again, looking very troubled: “But Lord, do you really mean them? Do you really mean 
Peter, who’s useless under pressure; and James and John, who’re so obsessed with 
status; and Thomas, who’s so sceptical; and Philip, who’s so slow? None of them are 
reliable, or well-educated or well-connected…” “Yes,” replies Jesus, “I’ve given them the 
job.” “Lord, is this wise? They’re bound to make a mess of it. At least consider a back-up 
plan!”  “No,” says Jesus firmly. “No other plans.”

You won’t find that story in any of the Gospels, but it reminds us as we celebrate the 
Ascension that we are now the ones, the successors to those disciples, trusted to be 
Jesus’ body here on earth. And we’re no better off than those first disciples when it comes
to qualifications, because we’re all inadequate, we all have our failings. We all need help. 
And we can find our help, as those disciples did, in Jesus and his Spirit. Because, although
he is no longer physically with us on earth, he has left us the same legacy that he left 
them. 

We hear in Luke Chapter 24, how before he leaves his disciples, Jesus opens the scriptures
to them. He opens their minds so that they understand the whole story at last. He shows 
them that everything that had happened to him was not an accident but rather what God 
had intended all along - that his life and death and resurrection fulfilled the purposes of 
God expressed all through the scriptures. But Jesus also teaches them that it doesn’t stop
there. Now that they understand, they can’t just sit back and do nothing with the 
knowledge. Through those inadequate eleven men, and Matthias who joins them 
between now and Pentecost, the word of God’s salvation through Jesus spreads 
throughout the world and throughout time, until it reaches us, and it’s our job to carry it 
on today.

St Teresa, addressing the ascended Lord, puts it perfectly in her well known words: “You 
have now no body on earth but ours; no hands but ours; no feet but ours. Ours are the 
eyes showing your compassion to the world; ours are the feet with which you go about 
doing good; ours are the hands with which you are now to bless the world.”
If we say “yes” to our part in God’s plan we’ll discover that the ascended Jesus is at work 
in and through us, because we are his body now.  




