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All Saints’ Weekly Newsletter 

30 August to 5 September 2020 

NOTICES 

THE CHURCH IS OPEN FOR PUBLIC WORSHIP AS FOLLOWS: 
Sunday    Holy Communion at 8 a.m and at 9.30 a.m 
Mondays to Fridays    Morning Prayer at 9.00 a.m.   
Wednesdays    Morning Prayer at 9 a.m and Holy Communion at 10 a.m.  
Please use the main church entrance to enter the building. 

PLEASE NOTE that on Bank Holiday Monday there will be no Morning Prayer in Church  
but it will be streamed from the Vicarage which you will be able access through Facebook. 

It is now a legal requirement to wear a face covering in places of worship.  Please bring one with you. 
Live streaming of the Sunday and Wednesday Eucharist services and some Morning Prayer services will 
continue to be available on the All Saints’ Facebook page. 
 
SUNDAY COFFEE BY ZOOM at 11.15 a.m 
Until we are able to have coffee after Church face to face, we will be having an open get together by 
Zoom.  To access the meeting click on: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88951069528?pwd=OVY2U1pYbXhEUGErMDFQalNGTktVdz09 
Or enter the following into zoom  -  Meeting ID: 889 5106 9528  -  Passcode: Co6655 

These details won't change from week to week. 
If you would like to contribute to our fund for natural disasters - generated from coffee money, you can 
make a bank transfer to 60-16-03 14123924 marked "Coffee money".  We have used up the money we 

had collected supporting coronavirus so even small gifts would be welcomed. 

 
GEORGE’S INDUCTION AND INSTALLATION 
As you are now probably aware, George is to be inducted in our service at 9.30 on Sunday 13th September. 
There will not be a reception afterwards. 

There will be a more celebratory event at a later date, and as soon as it is safe to do so. 

Because of the pandemic, the number of places within the church has been severely curtailed due to 
restrictions and social distancing. However, the Bishop of Rochester will be leading the service assisted by 
the Archdeacon and the Area Dean. Our local Member of Parliament will be there as will the Deputy 
Mayor of Bromley. 

To enable as many people as possible to attend, there will not be a Eucharist, as movement to receive the 
sacrament would further restrict numbers. 

We need to be able to ascertain the likely number of our church regulars that will want to attend the 
above service. If you would like to be there, please email or phone one of the churchwardens as soon as 
possible with the relevant names. 

Please do not feel that you are obliged to come, there will be ample opportunity to celebrate George’s 
institution at a later and safer date. We will also be streaming the service, so you will be able to watch the 
service safely at home if you are able. 

If there is space available we will advertise the induction service more widely through our Facebook page 
on Thursday 3rd September.  We suggest you contact John or Duncan before then to secure a place. 

John’s email and phone number: j.pentlow@btinternet.com  01689 815772 
Duncan’s email and phone number: Duncan@hellicar.co.uk  01689 871026  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88951069528?pwd=OVY2U1pYbXhEUGErMDFQalNGTktVdz09
mailto:j.pentlow@btinternet.com
mailto:Duncan@hellicar.co.uk
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In Need of our Prayers 

All those affected by the Coronavirus, including: those who have lost loved ones to Covid or other 
illnesses during the lockdown, who may not have been able to say goodbye and are struggling in their 

grief; for those who have to be isolated for two weeks after their loved one has died.  We pray that they 
will remember that, during the darkest days, the Lord is with them and, where needed, will carry them. 

 
We continue to pray for people helping those in need: for charity workers, for the Foodbank team who 

are trying to ensure that provisions are available to vulnerable families and those in the PRUH chaplaincy 
team as they continue to support staff, patients and relatives.  We pray for all key workers in the various 

professions who have continued working in very stressful circumstances and we pray for those in their 
care, especially those in hospital ICUs and care homes. 

   
We pray for the people of Beirut, and all those affected by the recent disaster. 

 
The Anglican cycle of prayer—pray for the United Church of South India, The Most Revd Dharmaraj 

Rasalam, Moderator of CSI and Bishop of South Kerala 
 

The Diocesan cycle of prayer—pray for Gillingham deanery, the Revd Canon Brian Senior, Area Dean; 
Mrs Linda Bailey, Lay Chair 

 
We also pray for: 

Jean Barbour, David Blackman, Pat Cutter, Emily Dixon, Jean Fribence,  

Brenda Gooding, Katie H, Duncan Hellicar, Pauline Hill,  

Ralph Ingram, Brian Jeffery, Carol Jeffery, Julia Jeffery, Carol King, Jeff Lovell,  

Win McHenry, Kath Misselbrook, Dennis & Elsie Page, Jenny Scrivener, Andy Skinner,  

Theresa Uphill, Ron White, John Williams, Roma Wright, Lauren 

 

Those who have died recently 

 

May they rest in peace, and rise in glory 
 
 

Anniversaries of the deaths of loved ones 

Howard Taylor, Bob Baldock, Rita Luck, Nicola Roach-Bowler,  

Ernest Seals, Albert Robinson 

 

A few of us are still using the ‘Our Prayer’ booklets to pray daily for All Saints’.  If you would like to join 
this, please let Gill or Vanessa know. We can send you the text by email. 
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News 
 

This is issue number Twenty Two of our weekly news from All Saints’. 
 

THIS WEEK’S MESSAGE FROM THE REV’D GEORGE ROGERS: 

Burning Bright 

The other day I received an email from the British Museum. They have reopened and are advertising their 
antiquities, particularly their ancient vases and pottery. Amongst the many are a variety of oil lamps from 
the first century BCE Roman Empire. These terra-cotta lamps were the primary source of artificial light in 
the Roman world. They were relatively inexpensive to buy and to use. Just a little olive oil, a wick and the 
owner could say, “let there be light”. 

Decorating these lamps with designs and images became quite a fad. Designs originated in Rome and 
were then imitated by artisans in workshops across other provinces. Lamps might show pagan gods, myths 
and legends, as well as scenes from everyday life, like animals, hunting, gladiator combat and chariot-
racing. What drew my attention was how these little lamps were made. Most were produced using 
moulds, so they could be produced in large numbers. If you ran a pottery workshop and saw a new lamp 
decoration you liked, it was a simple matter to reproduce it. You could directly copy it by pressing it into 
wet clay. So, an existing lamp became the archetype for producing the new mould, which could then 
produce more lamps. We can easily imagine Paul—after a hard day’s work making and selling tents in the 
marketplace—sitting down and lighting one of these lamps, as he prepared to write his letter to the 
congregation in Thessalonica. 

The first letter he wrote to the congregation there is what we know as 1 Thessalonians. It is the oldest 
surviving Christian document. It also may be Paul’s first attempt to communicate with a congregation in 
writing. It sets out to do many things. It is a letter of friendship and consolation, a letter of instruction as 
well as a letter of exhortation and encouragement. It’s clear from the warm language Paul uses that this 
community of Christians holds a very special place in his heart. They, in turn, have deep affection for him. 
Paul describes their relationship as one large, extended family. He uses family metaphors so often and in 
so many different ways, that there is no mistaking that Paul and the Thessalonian Christians belong to 
each other as a nursing infant belongs to its mother. But circumstances would not permit Paul to remain 
with this newly-formed Christian family for very long. Paul tells us that he and his two helpers—Silas and 
Timothy—were forced to leave Thessalonica: first for Athens and then Corinth, where Paul has written 
this letter. 

The whole time that Paul has been away from them, he wants to know how the Thessalonians have been 
faring. He is deeply concerned for their wellbeing. He knows that not only is their faith new, but they are 
facing very real persecution from outside their fledgling community of faith. Until Paul came to them with 
the gospel of Jesus Christ, they were pagans. The majority of their family, friends and neighbours are still 
pagans. They still worship idols, as well as various and sundry gods, each of which has its own cultic 
following. The most important cult of all is the Emperor’s cult, in which just about everyone throughout 
the city and the Empire worships the Emperor as the saviour and Son of God—which explains why there 
is trouble brewing for the members of this new Christian congregation. They no longer worship the old 
gods, nor do they worship the Emperor. They’ve forsaken these false gods in order to worship the one, 
true God, Yahweh, whose only son, Jesus Christ, is the Saviour of all. 

Their family and friends are increasingly concerned about this. If the pagan gods are displeased, they fear 
dire consequences for the city of Thessalonica and even the Empire itself. It is no wonder the that the 
Thessalonian Christians are being persecuted! Neighbours snub them. Parents, siblings and children are 
angry with them. Customers no longer buy from them. Employers no longer employ them. They are paying 
a steep emotional and economic price for their faith. Paul is well aware of their pain and persecution. It 
may be one of the reasons he was forced to leave before he wanted to,  and why he was prevented from  
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returning. He sends Timothy to see how they’re getting on, to encourage them and strengthen their faith 
and then to report back to him. Timothy has brought back good news: the Thessalonians are holding firm 
in the faith, despite all the obstacles. 

This is why Paul begins his letter with a thanksgiving for their faith, hope and love. Their example has 
helped to spread the word of the Lord from north to south, from Macedonia to Achaia. He writes, “You 
became imitators of us, and of the Lord... an example to all the believers.” Instead of “example,” a better 
translation of the Greek word (tupon) Paul uses, here, is “pattern” or “mould.” Paul is holding up the way 
the Thessalonians have responded to the gospel message: the way they so joyfully received and embraced 
it: holding onto it and continuing to make it visible, in hope and love, despite tremendous persecution. 
He’s telling the Thessalonians that their faithful living has shaped the faith of other believers far and wide. 
It is as if they have become the mould for one of those little oil lamps sitting on the table in front of him 
as he writes. Except, instead of bearing the likeness of a lion or gladiator, they carry the living image of 
God’s love and salvation. And this image has now been stamped onto others, strengthening them and 
their faith. 

Is this not true of you and me? Isn’t that how the Holy Spirit grows our faith: by example? We, too, have 
been stamped with God’s design of faithful living. We, too, have been moulded by the Holy Spirit, working 
on us through the witness of our family, our mentors and other Christians. The imprint of God’s gift of 
salvation is reflected and made manifest in the way we live out our faith, in our love for God and each 
other and in our hope for the future. Whether we are aware of it or not, we are most certainly stamping 
that impression on other believers—and on those who don’t believe. We do it through our words, and 
even more so, through our actions—actions that make our faith visible in hope and love. That’s how we 
help mould each other into solid Christian vessels: making new lamps, lamps that shine God’s light into a 
dark world. 

 

 

FOODBANK UPDATE: 
The crates are now available in church again for your donations. You are welcome to bring any donations 
with you when you attend one of our services. 

Although there is a good overall stock in the warehouse, they are running low on the following items: 

Food 
Custard, coffee, jam, packets of mashed potato, cold meat and biscuits. 

Toiletries 
Men's and women's shampoo (urgent need), shaving gel, washing detergent and nappies (size 5). 

There are copious stocks of pasta, beans, soup, UHT milk, rice, tinned tomatoes, cereals, tea and toilet 
rolls. Donations of these items are politely discouraged at the present time, although donations will never 
be turned away. 

For money donations, using our website "donate now" or "Give Help" section is the best way, we don't 
have to pay any charges so get the money directly. Cheques can be sent to Orpington Baptist Church. 

The Just Giving page is great for those who would like to do sponsorship, which is why it was set up, but 
we do have to pay fees on this. 

Thank you for your continued support! 
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THIS WEEK’S QUOTATIONS QUIZ FROM JOHN PENTLOW:  

Who said or wrote this: 
 

1. Like a Volvo, Borg is rugged, has good after sales service, and is very dull. 

2. Dear Ingrid – speaks five languages and can’t act in any of them. 

3. Golf – A day spent in a round of strenuous idleness. 

4. They dream in courtship, but in wedlock wake. 

5. We cannot be both the world’s leading champion of peace, and the world’s leading supplier of 
the weapons of war. 

6. Being an MP is the sort of job all working class parents want for their children – clean, indoors 
and no heavy lifting! 

7. Truth makes love possible; love makes truth bearable. 

The answers are towards the end of this newsletter. 

 

 

All Saints’ are running a virtual Quiz Night on Tuesday 8th September. 

It starts at 7.30 and will last at most 90 Minutes.   

No prizes but join in and have some fun.  There is nothing to stop you looking up all 

the answers on Google - but you will only be kidding yourselves!  Within the social 

distancing and household bubble restrictions, why not invite some friends round and 

share an evening together. 

A donation of £5 will give you the zoom codes to login to our virtual quiz on one 

device - computer, tablet or phone.  If you are a team of four or more you might 

consider a larger donation, which entitles you to log in on more than one device. 

Once you have made your donation - and please gift aid it if you can - you will be 

sent the login codes automatically.  To donate go to: 

https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/14203 

and follow the instructions. 

Any problems please email smasorpington@gmail.com 

  

https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/14203
mailto:smasorpington@gmail.com
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A VERY WELCOME CELEBRATION 
 
 

 

On Sunday 23 August we welcomed Stephanie into the family of All Saints’ during our morning service.  
We all enjoyed the celebration with the family and being part of her Baptism by Rev’d George. 

 
 
 

The next Julian Meeting by Zoom will be on Tuesday 1st September at 2 pm. If the weather 

permits, we will have another garden meeting on Tuesday 15th September at 2pm. I hope 

in this way to cater for everybody’s needs. If you are interested in Julian Meetings and 

would like to know more please contact me on vanessa.m.dixon@btinternet.com  or 

phone me on 01689 851767.     

 
 
 

This Sunday’s Gospel Reading – Matthew 16, 21-end 
Jesus Predicts His Death 

 

 

From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many 
things at the hands of the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be 

killed and on the third day be raised to life. 
  

mailto:vanessa.m.dixon@btinternet.com
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YOUNG SAINTS 

Young Saints has been meeting in the St Nicholas' Garden during the summer 
holidays.  
Last Sunday, we played several games including one based on the story of Moses 
in the bulrushes. The children enjoyed doing a dot-to-dot picture and some 
summer holiday -themed quizzes.   
Some pictures are below. If any children would like to join us, they will be most 
welcome. 
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PHOTOS FROM CATHERINE AND CHARLOTTE KING  

 

These were taken at night in their garden 

 

showing some of their nocturnal visitors 

 

 

 

A view of the sun setting in the woods 

 

 

What a great photo, well done Charlotte 

 

And here are some photos from Charlotte taken in their garden 
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ANSWERS TO JOHN’S QUOTATIONS QUIZ: 

1. Clive James 

2. John Gielgud on Ingrid Bergman 

3. William Wordsworth 

4. Alexander Pope 

5. Jimmy Carter 39th. President of USA 

6. Dianne Abbott MP 

7. Rowan Williams 104th. Archbishop of Canterbury. 

 
 
GIVING TO THE CHURCH 
If you are a member of the stewardship envelope scheme your weekly or monthly envelopes can be left 
in the plate on the table by the church door.  The plate will be blessed at a distance during the service. 

Otherwise the easiest and safest way of donating is to make a credit or debit card donation.  This saves 
our volunteers having to handle notes and coins that have not been sanitised.  You can make a card 
donation using the terminal by the pulpit steps.  Simply touch on the amount you wish to give then tap 
your card on the “Sum-up” machine.  Tim or one of the stewards will be able to help you. 

We will accept donations in cash, but please put the cash in a yellow envelope - on the table by the 
plate.  If you are a taxpayer please fill in the front of the envelope so we can claim Gift Aid.  Please do not 
put loose cash in the plate. 
 
 
Please keep your contributions coming! 
Photos or articles for next week’s newsletter and also for the magazine will be gratefully accepted.  
Please email them to gillsinclair@outlook.com 
 
 
Any church member in need of help should please contact John Pentlow on j.pentlow@btinternet.com 
John will try to co-ordinate help for you. 
 
 
New prayer requests should be sent to the church office on allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 

 

How are you doing? Please let us know. 

 

Our very best wishes and prayers to you all for continuing good health 

From The Newsletter Team 

mailto:gillsinclair@outlook.com
mailto:j.pentlow@btinternet.com
mailto:allsaintsorpington@gmail.com



