
 

All Saints’ Weekly Newsletter 

23 August to 29 August 2020 

NOTICES 

 
FACE COVERINGS 
It is now a legal requirement to wear a face covering in places of worship.  Please bring one with you. 
 
THE CHURCH IS OPEN FOR PUBLIC WORSHIP AS FOLLOWS: 
Sunday    Holy Communion at 8 a.m and at 9.30 a.m 
Monday to Friday    Morning Prayer at 9.00 a.m.  
Wednesday    Morning Prayer at 9.00 a.m. and Holy Communion at 10.00 a.m.  
Please use the main church entrance to enter the building. 
 
LIVE STREAMING OF SERVICES 
Live streaming of the Sunday and Wednesday Eucharist services and some Morning Prayer services will 
continue to be available on the All Saints’ Facebook page. 
 
SUNDAY COFFEE BY ZOOM at 11.15 a.m 
Until we are able to have coffee after Church face to face, we will be having an open get together by 
Zoom.  To access the meeting click on: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88951069528?pwd=OVY2U1pYbXhEUGErMDFQalNGTktVdz09 

Or enter the following into zoom  -  Meeting ID: 889 5106 9528  -  Passcode: Co6655 
These details won't change from week to week. 

If you would like to contribute to our fund for natural disasters - generated from coffee money, you can 
make a bank transfer to 60-16-03 14123924 marked "Coffee money".  We have used up the money we 
had collected supporting coronavirus so even small gifts would be welcomed. 
 
URGENT REQUEST – We are urgently looking for people who would be willing to be vergers at funerals 
and weddings.  Please contact the office if you are willing to undertake this not too onerous but rewarding 
task.   
 
FOODBANK UPDATE: 
The crates are now available in church again for your donations. You are welcome to bring any donations 
with you when you attend one of our services. 

Although there is a good overall stock in the warehouse, they are running low on the following items: 

Food - Custard, coffee, jam, packets of mashed potato, cold meat and biscuits. 
Toiletries - Men's & women's shampoo (urgent), shaving gel, washing detergent and nappies (size 5). 

There are copious stocks of pasta, beans, soup, UHT milk, rice, tinned tomatoes, cereals, tea and toilet 
rolls.   Donations of these items are politely discouraged at the present time, although donations will 
never be turned away. 

For money donations, using our website "donate now" or "Give Help" section is the best way, we don't 
have to pay any charges so get the money directly.   Cheques can be sent to Orpington Baptist Church. 

The Just Giving page is great for those who would like to do sponsorship, which is why it was set up,  but 
we do have to pay fees on this.    
Thank you for your continued support!  

1 



 

 

In Need of our Prayers 
All those affected by the Coronavirus, including: those who have lost loved ones to Covid or other 

illnesses during the lockdown, who may not have been able to say goodbye and are struggling in their 
grief; for those who have to be isolated for two weeks after their loved one has died.  We pray that they 
will remember that, during the darkest days, the Lord is with them and, where needed, will carry them. 

 
We continue to pray for people helping those in need: for charity workers, for the Foodbank team who 

are trying to ensure that provisions are available to vulnerable families and those in the PRUH chaplaincy 
team as they continue to support staff, patients and relatives.  We pray for all key workers in the various 

professions who have continued working in very stressful circumstances and we pray for those in their 
care, especially those in hospital ICUs and care homes. 

   
We pray for the people of Beirut, and all those affected by the recent disaster. 

 
We pray for Stephanie Gotz, baptised today, and for her parents and Godparents. 

 
The Anglican cycle of prayer--pray for the Church of the Province of South East Asia, 

The Most Revd Melter Tais, Archbishop of South East Asia & Bishop of Sabah 
 

The Diocesan cycle of prayer--pray for Rochester Archdeaconry,  
The Venerable Andy Wooding Jones, Archdeacon. 

 
We also pray for: 

Jean Barbour, David Blackman, Pat Cutter, Emily Dixon, Jean Fribence, Brenda Gooding,  

Denise, Chris & Samantha Hare, Katie H, Duncan Hellicar, Pauline Hill,  

Ralph Ingram, Brian Jeffery, Carol Jeffery, Julia Jeffery, Carol King, Jeff Lovell,  

Win McHenry, Kath Misselbrook, Dennis & Elsie Page, Jenny Scrivener, Andy Skinner,  

Theresa Uphill, Ron White, John Williams, Roma Wright, Lauren 

 

Those who have died recently 

Louise Hare, Daphne Kennett, Ruby Taylor and Mary Williams 

 

May they rest in peace, and rise in glory 
 

Anniversaries of the deaths of loved ones 

Henry Edwards, Anthony Jelley, Evelyn Clack, Reginald Elderkin, Herne Williams, James Easton, 

Gladys Baxter, Charles Pigrome, Edwin Dyke, Francis Fawkes, Denis Cowley, Dominic Bussey, 

Beatrice Seals, Ronald & Frances Smith, Anne Clarke, Ronald Kelly 

 

A few of us are still using the ‘Our Prayer’ booklets to pray daily for All Saints’.  If you would like to join 
this, please let Gill or Vanessa know. We can send you the text by email. 
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News 

 
This is issue number twenty one of our weekly news from All Saints’. 

THIS WEEK’S MESSAGE FROM THE REV’D. GEORGE ROGERS: 

‘Saving faith’ 

Matthew clarifies that the purpose of the Canaanite woman’s encounter with Christ was to draw attention to 
the great faith that she had. This woman was a Gentile, she is even called a Canaanite. Recall that Canaanite 
is a name with overtones of the virulent ungodly people that Israel encountered long ago in seeking the 
Promised Land. Calling the woman a Canaanite, making her in that way as different from an Israelite as 
possible, only makes Christ’s subsequent remark about her faith all the more striking.    

But there’s no way to sugarcoat Christ’s initial reply: “It is not fair to take the children’s bread and toss it to 
the dogs.” The Lord, after all, is responding to a desperate mother’s plea for the life of her daughter. She comes 
to Jesus thinking that she will be shown mercy, and he replies by saying that he can’t be bothered speaking to 
a dog! Now, “dog” was a current Jewish term of abuse for Gentiles. And this woman, who knew to call Jesus 
the Son of David knew all too well what Jews thought about Gentiles. Here is Jesus confirming all she knew.   

Yet the woman’s reply seems to contradict the Lord’s remark. She was being bluntly rebuffed. What’s more, it 
was a harsh thing to say about Gentiles in general and about this person in particular. Nothing that had 
happened to this woman since she came into sight of Jesus had gone well; nothing had given her reason to 
think that Jesus might actually help her. Yet even when rebuffed in such hard language, she insists and offers 
him another chance to tell her that she and her problem are unimportant to him.  Matthew goes on to report 
another of the Lord’s miraculous healings, but almost as an afterthought. The climax is found in the Lord’s 
remark to the woman, “Great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” She had great faith, our Lord 
proclaimed it—what made it so?  

The Canaanite woman’s prayer, “Have mercy upon me, Lord Son of David,” is central to a prayer tradition in 
Christianity.  What I’m speaking of here is the ancient Orthodox prayer called the Jesus Prayer:  “Lord Jesus 
Christ Son of God, have mercy upon me.”  Or some people prefer, “Lord Jesus Christ Son of God, have mercy 
upon me, a sinner.”   

Sinfulness:  a universally undesirable condition that one cannot help—a bit like being possessed by demons—
but an undesirable condition in which one does not have to remain.   

This prayer goes to the crux of the human condition of sinfulness and in faith requests its only cure: Divine 
Mercy. “Lord Jesus Christ Son of God have mercy upon me, a sinner.” This prayer can even be reduced to two 
words: “Jesus” and “mercy,” naming Christ as the only name on which we can call upon for healing, and that 
which we receive that resurrects the dead.   

“Lord Jesus Christ Son of God, have mercy upon me, a sinner.” When we pray this we sharpen our discernment 
so that we may ask God for what he wants to give us. We may insist on particulars—on desires, on aspirations, 
to be delivered from things we feel anxious about. At times we may feel the Lord is ignoring us, we rationalise 
that he’s testing us, and even in some cases we may even think he’s scorning us. (We might wonder if anyone’s 
there!) But Holy Scripture has prepared us for these times. (Think of Peter sinking in last week’s lesson—God 
arriving on time—Christ as sure foundation on which to walk). Perhaps hidden in the Lord’s “Apparent No” is 
always his “Eternal and Divine Yes,” where we begin to understand his Will by differentiating between those 
things in the system of objects that we merely momentarily desire and that which drives us for eternity.  (One 
door closes, but another greater one opens). The unassailable proof of this is the Cross; that God resurrected 
his Son from the debasement of crucifixion to sitting at his right hand in glory.  

What the Lord showed us by his abrupt response to this Canaanite woman was what it means to believe in 
him and how one must do so. It’s a lesson for every believer, for every Christian disciple, and then… it’s 
followed by another lesson: Although it took a persistent faith on her part, we can’t forget that the Canaanite 
woman got precisely what she hoped for and had asked for in the end.   

Strange as it may seem, this episode isn’t the description of rare and unusual circumstances in a Christian’s 
life, but of divine blessings that break into everydayness.   
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THIS WEEK’S QUOTATIONS QUIZ FROM JOHN PENTLOW:  

Who said or wrote this: 
 
1. I come from a country in which I experienced economic collapse. 

2. A pessimist sees the difficulty in every opportunity; the optimist sees the opportunity in every 
difficulty. 

3. Keep smiling because life is a beautiful thing and there’s so much to smile about. 

4. If you think you are too small to make a difference, try sleeping with a mosquito. 

5. It is regretted that the rich and powerful too often bend the acts of Government to their own selfish 
purposes. 

6. A wonderful thing about true laughter is that it destroys any kind of system of dividing people. 

7. An office boy in London was the lowest of the low. The office boy was the tea boy. He would be the 
dogs body. It meant someone who would do anything at all. I was quite prepared for that and enjoyed 
it. 

The answers are towards the end of this newsletter. 
 
 
 

On Tuesday 18th August six of us met for a socially distanced gathering in our usual 
hostess Jenny Saville’s garden. The theme was ‘Meeting God in the Garden’, and our 
silence was augmented gently by birdsong, the rustling of the wind in the trees, the 
scampering feet of squirrels and the occasional sound of an acorn dropping. The sun even 
came out! We enjoyed being reunited in person and are very grateful to Jenny for 

suggesting the garden meeting. I am conscious that some of the group are able to meet on Zoom and 
others not, and vice versa. Therefore, the meeting on 1st September will be on Zoom at 2 pm, and we’ll 
hold another garden meeting on 15th September, weather permitting. If you are interested in Julian 
Meetings and are not already on our group email, please contact me on vanessa.m.dixon@btinternet.com  
and I’ll add you to the list. 
 
 
 
GIVING TO THE CHURCH 
If you are a member of the stewardship envelope scheme your weekly or monthly envelopes can be left 
in the plate on the table by the church door.  The plate will be blessed at a distance during the service. 

Otherwise the easiest and safest way of donating is to make a credit or debit card donation.  This saves 
our volunteers having to handle notes and coins that have not been sanitised.  You can make a card 
donation using the terminal by the pulpit steps.  Simply touch on the amount you wish to give then tap 
your card on the “Sum-up” machine.  Tim or one of the stewards will be able to help you. 

We will accept donations in cash, but please put the cash in a yellow envelope - on the table by the 
plate.  If you are a taxpayer please fill in the front of the envelope so we can claim Gift Aid.  Please do not 
put loose cash in the plate. 
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A WATERFALL OF PETUNIAS RECEIVED FROM VAL PICKERING  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS WEEK’S PHOTOS RECEIVED FROM TERRY RAYFIELD 

 

A Water Lily 

 

Phlox 

 

Fuchsia 

ON THE RADIO 
On the radio one of the newsreaders was very good at reading the main news but his ambition was to 
read the football results. However the system was that another reader always took over after he had 
finished the main news broadcast.  

One day as he was about to leave after reading the news the Producer said that the other reader had 
been delayed and “would he mind reading the football results”. He was ecstatic and went back to the 
microphone with a bundle of results from the Premier League through to non-league results.  

Everything went smoothly until he got to the end of the last page – and had one team left over!     Anon 

5 



 

MORE SPOTTINGS OF THE TIGER MOTH …. 

 

The one of the left was in Vanessa and Malcolm’s garden one evening last week.  

Then when they got home from church on Sunday there was another colourful moth fluttering around 

the garden (right).  Not so camera shy, it obliged by settling with its wings unfolded. 

 

 

 

 
CATHERINE KING HAS ALSO BEEN VISITED 
 

 

 

 
 
Catherine says a Jersey Tiger Moth visited their garden and for a while in their kitchen! 

 

Catherine very kindly looked it up for us, and it appears that a yellow underwing is a female and an orange 

one a male. They are usually found in the SW of England,  but have been seen in Sussex and are spreading 

throughout the south of the country.  
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YOUNG SAINTS 

Young Saints met again last Sunday in the St Nicholas Garden to enjoy time together. The 
children shared their news, made some beautiful collages and played together.  We then 
went into the churchyard to make some rubbings of the trees and gravestones.   
A selection of their work is shown below. 
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ANSWERS TO JOHN’S QUOTATIONS QUIZ: 

1. Angela Murkel 

2. Winston Churchill 

3. Marilyn Munroe 

4. Dalai Lama XIV 

5. Andrew Jackson, 7th. President USA 

6. John Cleese 

7. George Carey, 102nd. Archbishop of Canterbury. 

 
 

The Gospel Reading for Sunday: Matthew 16, 13-20 

Peter Declares that Jesus is the Messiah 

 
 

But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 

Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 

 
 
Please keep your contributions coming! 
Photos or articles for next week’s newsletter and also for the magazine will be gratefully accepted.  
Please email them to gillsinclair@outlook.com 
 
 
Any church member in need of help should please contact John Pentlow on j.pentlow@btinternet.com 
John will try to co-ordinate help for you. 
 
 
New prayer requests should be sent to the church office on allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 

How are you doing? Please let us know. 

 

Our very best wishes and prayers to you all for continuing good health 

From The Newsletter Team 
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