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Preces and responses William Smith
Canticles Dyson in C

Hymn 386
Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart,
be all else but naught to me, save that thou art;
be thou my best thought in the day and the night,
both waking and sleeping, thy presence my light.

Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word,
be thou ever with me, and I with thee Lord;
be thou my great Father, and I thy true son;
be thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one.

Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight;
be thou my whole armour, be thou my true might;
be thou my soul's shelter, be thou my strong tower:
O raise thou me heavenward, great Power of my power.

Riches I heed not, nor man's empty praise:
be thou mine inheritance now and always;
be thou and thou only the first in my heart;
O Sovereign of heaven, my treasure thou art.

High King of heaven, thou heaven's bright sun,
O grant me its joys after victory is won;
great Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
still be thou my vision, O Ruler of all.

Irish 8th century, tr. Mary Byrne 1880-1931

Hymn 383
Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the holy One, is here;
Come bow before him now with reverence and fear
In him no sin is found, we stand on holy ground.
Be still, for the presence of the Lord, the holy One, is here.

Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around;
He burns with holy fire, with splendour he is crowned:
How awesome is the sight our radiant king of light!
Be still, for the glory of the Lord is shining all around.



Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place:
He comes to cleanse and heal, to minister his grace -
No work too hard for him. in faith receive from him.
Be still, for the power of the Lord is moving in this place

David J Evans b 1957

Psalms 126, 127
1     When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, then were we like those who dream.
2     Then was our mouth filled with laughter and our tongue with songs of joy.
3     Then said they among the nations, ‘The Lord has done great things for them.’
4     The Lord has indeed done great things for us, and therefore we rejoiced.
5    Restore again our fortunes, O Lord, as the river beds of the desert.
6     Those who sow in tears shall reap with songs of joy.
7     Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed,

will come back with shouts of joy,bearing their sheaves with them.
Psalm 127
1     Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labour in vain.
2     Unless the Lord keeps the city, the guard keeps watch in vain.
3     It is in vain that you hasten to rise up early and go so late to rest,

eating the bread of toil, for he gives his beloved sleep.
4     Children are a heritage from the Lord and the fruit of the womb is his gift.
5     Like arrows in the hand of a warrior, so are the children of one’s youth.
6     Happy are those who have their quiver full of them:

they shall not be put to shame when they dispute with their enemies in the gate.

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 60.1-14
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.
For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord
will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. Nations shall come to your
light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. Lift up your eyes and look around;
they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far away,
and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. Then you shall see and
be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall
be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you. A multitude of
camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba
shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of
the Lord. All the flocks of Kedar shall be gathered to you, the rams of Nebaioth
shall minister to you; they shall be acceptable on my altar, and I will glorify my
glorious house. Who are these that fly like a cloud, and like doves to their
windows? For the coastlands shall wait for me, the ships of Tarshish first, to bring
your children from far away, their silver and gold with them, for the name of the
Lord your God, and for the Holy One of Israel, because he has glorified you.
Foreigners shall build up your walls, and their kings shall minister to you; for in my
wrath I struck you down, but in my favour I have had mercy on you. Your gates



shall always be open; day and night they shall not be shut, so that nations shall bring
you their wealth, with their kings led in procession. For the nation and kingdom
that will not serve you shall perish; those nations shall be utterly laid waste. The
glory of Lebanon shall come to you, the cypress, the plane, and the pine, to beautify
the place of my sanctuary; and I will glorify where my feet rest. The descendants of
those who oppressed you shall come bending low to you, and all who despised you
shall bow down at your feet; they shall call you the City of the Lord, the Zion of
the Holy One of Israel.

Magnificat

New Testament Reading Mark 3.1-13
Again he entered the synagogue, and a man was there who had a withered hand. They
watched him to see whether he would cure him on the sabbath, so that they might
accuse him. And he said to the man who had the withered hand, ‘Come forward.’ Then
he said to them, ‘Is it lawful to do good or to do harm on the sabbath, to save life or to
kill?’ But they were silent. He looked around at them with anger; he was grieved at
their hardness of heart and said to the man, ‘Stretch out your hand.’ He stretched it
out, and his hand was restored. The Pharisees went out and immediately conspired
with the Herodians against him, how to destroy him. Jesus departed with his disciples
to the lake, and a great multitude from Galilee followed him; hearing all that he was
doing, they came to him in great numbers from Judea, Jerusalem, Idumea, beyond the
Jordan, and the region around Tyre and Sidon. He told his disciples to have a boat
ready for him because of the crowd, so that they would not crush him; for he had
cured many, so that all who had diseases pressed upon him to touch him. Whenever
the unclean spirits saw him, they fell down before him and shouted, ‘You are the Son of
God!’ But he sternly ordered them not to make him known. He went up the mountain
and called to him those whom he wanted, and they came to him.

Nunc Dimittis

Anthem Save us O Lord. Bairstow

Hymn 466
How shall I sing that Majesty which angels do admire?
Let dust in dust and silence lie; sing, sing, ye heavenly choir.
thousands of thousands stand around thy throne, O God most high;
ten thousand times ten thousand sound thy praise; but who am I?

Thy brightness unto them appears, whilst I thy footsteps trace;
a sound of God comes to my ears, but they behold thy face.
I shall, I fear, be dark and cold, with all my fire and light;
yet when thou dost accept their gold, Lord, treasure up my mite.



Enlighten with faith's light my heart, inflame it with love's fire;
then shall I sing and bear a part with that celestial choir.
They sing because thou art their Sun; Lord, send a beam on me;
for where heaven is but once begun there alleluias be.

How great a being, Lord, is thine, which doth all beings keep!
Thy knowledge is the only line to sound so vast a deep.
thou art a sea without a shore, a sun without a sphere;
thy time is now and evermore, thy place is everywhere.

John Mason 1646-1694

Organ Voluntary Praeludium in D Major, BuxWV 139 Buxtehude


