
The Parish Church of All Saints, Orpington
Music and Readings for Sunday 28 February

Mass setting Said

Opening hymn 586 vv 1, 3, 4, 5, 9, 10
The God of Abraham praise, who reigns enthroned above;
Ancient of everlasting days, and God of love;
Jehovah, great I am, by earth and heaven confessed:
I bow and bless the sacred Name for ever blessed.

Though nature’s strength decay, and earth and hell withstand,
to Canaan’s bounds we urge our way at his command.
The watery deep we pass, with Jesus in our view;
and through the howling wilderness one way pursue.

The goodly land we see, with peace and plenty blessed:
a land of sacred liberty and endless rest;
there milk and honey flow, and oil and wine abound,
and trees of life for ever grow, with mercy crowned.

There dwells the Lord, our King, the Lord, our Righteousness,
triumphant o'er the world and sin, the Prince of Peace;
on Zion's sacred height his kingdom he maintains,
and, glorious with his saints in light, for ever reigns.

Before the Saviour’s face the ransomed nations bow.
o’erwhelmed at his almighty grace for ever new.
He shows his prints of love they kindle to a flame,
and sound through all the worlds above the slaughtered Lamb.

The whole triumphant host give thanks to God on high;
"Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost" they ever cry;
hail, Abraham's God and mine; I join the heavenly lays;
all might and majesty are thine, and endless praise!

Thomas Olivers 1723-1799

Old Testament Reading  Genesis 17 vv 1-7, 15-16.
When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram, and said to
him, ‘I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. And I will make my
covenant between me and you, and will make you exceedingly numerous.’ Then
Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, ‘As for me, this is my covenant with
you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your name
be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made you the ancestor of a
multitude of nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of
you, and kings shall come from you. I will establish my covenant between me and
you, and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an everlasting
covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after you. God said to Abraham,



‘As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. I
will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she
shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her.’

Psalm 22 vv 23-31 said
23  Praise the Lord, you that fear him; O seed of Jacob, glorify him;

stand in awe of him, O seed of Israel.
24  For he has not despised nor abhorred the suffering of the poor;

neither has he hidden his face from them;
but when they cried to him he heard them.

25  From you comes my praise in the great congregation;
I will perform my vows in the presence of those that fear you.

26  The poor shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek the Lord shall praise him;
their hearts shall live for ever.

27  All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord,
and all the families of the nations shall bow before him.

28  For the kingdom is the Lord’s and he rules over the nations.
29  How can those who sleep in the earth bow down in worship,

or those who go down to the dust kneel before him?
30  He has saved my life for himself; my descendants shall serve him;

this shall be told of the Lord for generations to come.
31  They shall come and make known his salvation, to a people yet unborn,

declaring that he, the Lord, has done it.

The Epistle Romans 4, vv 13-end
For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to
his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. If it is the
adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void.
For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. For
this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be
guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to
those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, as it is
written, ‘I have made you the father of many nations’)—in the presence of the God
in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things
that do not exist. Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become ‘the
father of many nations’, according to what was said, ‘So numerous shall your
descendants be.’ He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body,
which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred years old), or
when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. No distrust made him waver
concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to
God, being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised.
Therefore his faith ‘was reckoned to him as righteousness.’ Now the words, ‘it was
reckoned to him’, were written not for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will be
reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, who
was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification.



Gradual hymn 523
My God, how wonderful thou art,
thy majesty how bright,
how beautiful thy mercy seat,
in depths of burning light!

How dread are thine eternal years,
O everlasting Lord,
by prostrate spirits day and night
incessantly adored!

How wonderful, how beautiful,
the sight of thee must be,
thine endless wisdom, boundless power,
and aweful purity!

O how I fear thee, living God,
with deepest, tenderest fears,
and worship thee with trembling hope
and penitential tears!

Yet I may love thee too, O Lord,
almighty as thou art,
for thou hast stooped to ask of me
the love of my poor heart.

No earthly father loves like thee,
no mother, e'er so mild,
bears and forbears as thou hast done
with me, thy sinful child.

Father of Jesus, love's reward,
what rapture it will be,
prostrate before thy throne to lie,
and gaze and gaze on thee!

F. W. Faber 1814-1863

The Gospel Mark 8, vv 31-end.
Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering,
and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and
after three days rise again. He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside
and began to rebuke him. But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter
and said, ‘Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things
but on human things.’ He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, ‘If
any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their
cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those
who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. For what



will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? Indeed, what can
they give in return for their life? Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in
this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed
when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.’

Motet Ex ore innocentium John Ireland

Closing Hymn 591
The kingdom of God is justice and joy,
for Jesus requires what sin would destroy.
God’s power and glory in Jesus we know,
and here and hereafter the kingdom shall grow.

The kingdom of God is mercy and grace,
the captives are freed, the sinners find place.
The outcasts are welcomed God’s banquet to share,
and hope is awakened in place of despair.

The kingdom of God is challenge and choice,
believe the good news, repent and rejoice!
His love for us sinners brought Christ to his cross.
our crisis of judgement for gain or for loss.

God’s kingdom is come, the gift and the goal,
in Jesus begunm in heaven made whole.
The heirs of the kingdom shall answer his call,
and all things cry “Glory” to God all in all.

Bryn Rees 1911-1983

Organ Voluntary Ciaconne in E minor Buxtehude

Next week’s readings:
Exodus 20, 1-17; 1 Corinthians 1, 18-25; John 2, 13-22.

Psalms for morning and evening prayer this week
Monday:- MP 26, 32, 82; EP 70, 74, 86; Tuesday:- MP 50, 89 (1-18); EP 52, 53, 54;
Wednesday:- MP 35; EP 3, 51, 93; Thursday:- MP 34, 92; EP 71;
Friday:- MP 40, 41; EP 6. 38; Saturday:- MP 3, 25, 97, 100; EP 23, 27.

The words for the psalms can be found at:-
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-resources/common-
worship/daily-prayer/psalter
It should be possible to open the link from a pdf viewer, or to copy and paste it into a browser.

https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-resources/common-worship/daily-prayer/psalter
https://www.churchofengland.org/prayer-and-worship/worship-texts-and-resources/common-worship/daily-prayer/psalter

