
MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL 
HELD ON Thursday 25 March 2021  via Zoom 

The Meeting commenced at 7.30 p.m 
 

 
PRESENT: 
  

The Rev’d George Rogers (Chairman)  
John Pentlow (Churchwarden) Duncan Hellicar (Churchwarden) 
Tim Birse (Treasurer) Gill Sinclair (Secretary) 
Malcolm Dixon Pamela Mercer 
Cathy Hussey Elizabeth Whitbread 
Vanessa Dixon Helen Ogedemgbe 
David House Catherine King 
Sheila Anderson Peter Clarke 
Amanda Turner Abi Hiscock 

 
 
 
1. Opening Prayer 

The Chair greeted PCC members and opened the meeting with a prayer. 
 
2. Apologies for absence 

Catherine sent her apologies for joining the meeting late but was held up at her 
daughter’s parents’ evening (10 separate Zoom calls). 
 

3. Confirmation of PCC Minutes 
The minutes of the meeting of 27 January 2021 were confirmed as a true record.  
 

4. Standing Committee Minutes 
The minutes of the meeting of 25 March 2021 were received and noted. 
 

5. Matters Arising 
Tim updated the meeting on the windows refurbishment and confirmed that handover 
had taken place and everything has been completed within budget.  There were a 
few extra jobs undertaken (replacing loose tiles and cracked glass which may 
increase the budget slightly, but it was felt worthwhile undertaking these whilst the 
scaffolding was in place).  George expressed his thanks on behalf of the PCC for 
Tim’s work during the refurbishment.   
 

6. Approve Annual Report and Accounts 
The Accounts and PCC Report had been circulate before the meeting for anyone to 
make comments/amendments. Any amendments to the Report had been 
incorporated.  The Accounts have been Audited and there were no comments made 
by the Examiner.  Both the Accounts and Report were approved by the PCC.   
Proposed: Tim Birse 
Seconded: Duncan Hellicar 
 

7. Mission and Ministry Committee Reports 
(a) Children’s Work 

The reports were received.   Catherine said that she sends updates as to what 
Young Saints have been doing to Gill for the magazine each month.  Everything 
is going well and they have approximately 15 children attending (not all every 
week, but a lot of returning children which is encouraging).  Catherine asked 
that when they are allowed back at church if it is possible to have the children’s 



corner back.  They would use washable toys and ensure that the matting is 
cleaned after use.  After a long discussion this was agreed. 

(b) Social & Fundraising 
The report was received.   
 

(c) Finance and Stewardship 
Tim confirmed that the combined Finance/Stewardship Committee were 
pushing ahead with the stewardship campaign and the sermon slot has been 
booked for 13 June 2021 for the Diocese representative (Liz Mullins) to speak 
to the congregation.  There is a meeting in April for the committee to put 
together the documents, plan the campaign, and to steer her as to what we 
want – i.e everyone to consider increasing their offering if possible, and to try 
and get more people to sign up to regular giving. 
 
Tim said that the first quarter’s figures are not completed yet as these will be 
discussed at the April meeting.  Our financial position does not look healthy at 
the moment, but it is hoped that those people who give regularly through the 
envelope scheme will bring them back to church after lockdown and this will 
help to increase the overall financial figures. 
 
Duncan confirmed that both he and George had undertaken Karen’s yearly 
appraisal and although she is working from home at present, everything is 
working well and there are no complaints regarding her work.  She hopes to be 
back in the office after Easter.  It had been decided that this year we will not be 
offering a pay rise.   
 
George said that everyone is happy with the work that Phoebe is doing and are 
satisfied with her work.  The government restrictions have stopped her adding 
numbers to the choirs, but she has continued working with the junior choir 
remotely and once restrictions are lifted she hopes to visit the schools etc and 
will work to increase the junior choir.  George said that everyone is encouraged 
to give her their support and it is hoped that we will be in a position to raise her 
salary after lockdown is lifted in June. 
 
Duncan and George will speak to Karen and Phoebe and give our feedback.  
 

(d) Property Management / Churchyard 
There was no report.  John confirmed that the Community Payback Scheme 
have restarted and there is a new crew and supervisor and everything is 
working well and they should be congratulated and thanked for their hard work. 

John confirmed that we are now legal and have received both electrical and 
gas certificates. 

Gillmans Road: Tim reported that the electrical certificate has now been issued 
having failed its inspection earlier.  A new fuse board has been fitted.  The 
engineer did however say that a complete rewire will need to be done in the 
future and this should be considered possibly between any gap in tenants.    

(e) Festival Choir 
There was no report. 

(f) Facebook / Publicity / Faith Online 
The reports were received.    



Gill confirmed that she had updated the profile on Faith Online and we should 
now be added to the Online Directory. 

Malcolm raised the query regarding the recorded music that was being played 
at the Wednesday Eucharist services as to whether this caused any problems 
with copyright.   Gill said she, Duncan and Tim had looked into it when we first 
started playing the music and as long as they are used for church services only 
and we are not asking for payment, and they are not left on Facebook for more 
than a few days, we are not breaching copyright.   

8. Synod Reports 
There were no reports.  
 

9. Overseas Links 
There was no report.   Tim confirmed that our African links are struggling as no 
vaccinations are taking place although they have been offered the vaccine at very 
low prices.  The whole situation is very sad.  The President has died and the Vice-
President has taken over.  We need to keep them in our prayers.   George suggested 
that it is added to our intercession list so that we can pray for them regularly. 
 
Vanessa said that she had received an email from an associate at Churches 
Together, whose husband is involved with the Neuwied link in Germany and he has 
heard that they would very much like to renew that link with us.   They have indicated 
that they will be contacting George as they would like to discuss it further.  After 
discussion it was agreed that we should try and renew this link. 
 

10. Churches Together in Orpington 
The report was received.   
 

11. Foodbank 
The report was received.  Vanessa said that now that the church is open for services, 
she hopes that people will continue to bring their goods to church for collection. 
 

12. Safeguarding / DBS 
There was no report.  Gill said that a good majority of the PCC have undergone their 
training and she is grateful for them sending through a copy of their certificates. 
 

13. Vicar’s Notices 
George confirmed that the church will re-open on Sunday and throughout Holy Week 
all services will take place in the Old Church, moving to the New Church on Easter 
Sunday. 
 

14. Other Urgent Business 
Easter Eggs:  Catherine thought it might be nice if we could give each person 
attending the Easter Day Eucharist a mini-Easter egg.  We could place one on each 
chair with the Order of Service.  After discussion it was agreed this was a good idea 
and those PCC members who wish to contribute could leave them at church.  
 
Services:  As recorded in the pew sheet, the church will re-open for public worship 
on Palm Sunday.  The only other thing George would like to mention is evening 
prayer.  During lockdown this has been solely done from people’s houses and posted 
on to Facebook.  George is very grateful for those who contributed.  George 
confirmed that this will continue at 5 p.m.  (except Saturdays).  Those that wish to 
continue recording this from home can continue to do so, but most will be streamed 
from the church, and anyone is welcome to attend and/or lead.    



 
Singing:  An email from the Archdeacon had been circulated relating to singing.  A 
long discussion took place and it was finally agreed that for the present only the choir 
would sing, and after 17 May when the government is to review restrictions, provided 
it is safe to do so we will welcome the congregation to join in singing provided that 
they are wearing masks. 
 

The meeting closed at 8.55 p.m with the Grace. 

Date of next meeting – Tuesday 18 May 2021 @ 7.30 p.m 
APCM – Sunday 23 May 2021 @ 11.15 a.m 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPROVED BY THE PCC AT A MEETING HELD ON 18 MAY 2021 


