
Reflection for Sunday 3rd May 2019

4th Sunday of Easter
John 10:1-10

In challenging times like the present we might envy the sheep in this parable who trust 
their shepherd to protect them, to lead them and provide everything they need - all the 
sheep have to do is follow him. It all sounds remarkably simple and doesn’t require any 
decision making on the part of the sheep. But, any illustration, used as a teaching point, 
has its limitations. 

Jewish scriptures portrayed a king, or sometimes God, as the shepherd and the people of 
Israel as the sheep. You can find these images in a number of places in the Old 
Testament, but especially in chapter 34 of the Book of Ezekiel, Jesus might have had this 
scripture in mind when he spoke and his listeners would certainly have been familiar with 
it.

He was addressing the Pharisees, indicating the difference between good and bad 
leaders, or true and false leaders in their approach. The true or trusted leader would 
always approach the flock through the gateway, he would not need to gain entry by 
climbing over the walls. The gatekeeper in the parable recognises him and opens the gate 
for him to enter and separate his sheep from the other sheep in the fold. The sheep know 
their shepherd and they willingly follow him out of the gate, trusting him.

A little bit later on in this reading Jesus says, “I am the gate, whoever enters by me will be 
saved…” (v.9), he has changed the image from shepherd to gatekeeper as he has 
developed his teaching. Those who choose to follow Jesus, by responding in faith, enter 
into a new relationship with God. Through Jesus, the faithful find a new freedom, they 
enter the Kingdom of God, becoming children of God.

Today we are living very different lives to the lives we lived just a few weeks ago. It is now 
hard to imagine ourselves once again having the freedoms that we all took for granted. 
Maybe we feel like the sheep in the parable who were kept safe in a sheepfold over night? 
That might be a comforting image, but it might be a stifling image?

Whatever we feel about your circumstances - maybe still at work, or working from home; 
maybe self-isolating because you, or someone else is unwell; or staying at home in order 
to keep well, we need to remember that as Christians we are part of the Kingdom of God. 
A Kingdom that extends from this life to the life to come and we will never be separated 
from Jesus Christ. We might be confined and separated from one another by this virus but 
nothing separates us from Christ. Like those sheep we need to put our trust in the Good 
Shepherd who will never leave us.
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