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Quality Home Help Service 

Cleaning - Laundry - Ironing- Shopping 

Running Errands - Companionship 

 

Call Lena on : 0203 609 2417 

www.marigoldseniorsupport.com 

http://www.marigoldseniorsupport.com/
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ORPINGTON PARISH CHURCH 
Top of Church Hill (off High Street). Other entrances and car parks in Bark Hart Rd 

Follow us on Facebook at All Saints’ Orpington. 

Vicar:  The Rev’d George M Rogers 

   1a Keswick Road, Orpington, BR6 0EU 

   Tel: 01689 824624 

Website:  www.allsaintsorpington.org.uk 

Daily Hope:  0800 804 8044 – A freephone service provided by the C of E 

Lay Ministers:  Pam Mercer  Tel: 01689 821171 

   Abi Hiscock    Tel: 01689 898329 

Pastoral Assistant:           Sheila Anderson  Tel: 07957 218706 

Churchwardens:  Peter Clarke  Tel: 01689 832325 

   Duncan Hellicar  Tel: 01689 871026  

Assistant Wardens: Malcolm Dixon     Tel: 01689 851767 

                                     Gill Sinclair       Tel: 01689 875702 

                                     Denis Reidy    Tel: 01689 607202 

Children and   Mandy Turner    Email: rr.turner@ntlworld.com 

Young People:  Catherine King/Val Pickering Email: youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com  

   Cathy Hussey  Tel:  01689 821632 

Director of Music:      Phoebe Tak Man Chow   Email:  takmanchow@gmail.com 

Parish Administrator  Karen Kelly   Tel: 01689 832031 

Church Office  Monday-Friday: 9.30 to 12.30 Closed on Wednesdays 
   Bark Hart Road, Orpington. BR6 0QD  

   Tel: 01689 832031  Email: allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 

Parochial Church Council 

 Secretary: Gill Sinclair  Tel: 01689 875702 

 Treasurer: Tim Birse   Tel: 01689 836392 

Safeguarding Officer Gill Sinclair   Tel: 01689 875702.  

Planned Giving Recorder: David Laker  Tel: 01689 834820  

Book of Remembrance: Jenni Sargent  Tel: 01689 826547 

Sacristan:  Malcolm & Vanessa Dixon:   Tel: 01689 851767  

Magazine Editor:              Gill Sinclair  Email: gillsinclair@outlook.com 

Caretaker:                         David House  Tel: 07956 101189 

Special Facilities:              Loop system for the deaf - set to position ‘T’ on hearing aids. 

                Ramp into church. Wheelchair access. Toilet for the disabled. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

   SUNDAY SERVICES  8.00am Holy Communion  BCP 

    9.30am Parish Eucharist  CW 

   On certain Festivals  6.30pm Choral Evensong  BCP 

   Wednesday    10.00am Eucharist  CW 

   Monday to Friday   9.00am Morning Prayer  CW 

Major Saints’ Days as announced in the diary 

http://www.allsaintsorpington.org.uk/
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NOTICEBOARD 

 ALL SAINTS’ PRAYING FOR ALL STREETS 

This month we are praying for the following streets in the 

Parish: 

   Chelsfield Lane     Homefield Rise     Petten Close 

Stockbury House   Waltham Close 

May the love of Jesus abide in your homes and with your families 

 

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU 

We are praying for all those whose birthdays are this month, 

especially:  

   Angela Pentlow      Joy Nettleton      Pam Webb 

Congratulations to Eileen Coney  

who celebrates her 90th birthday this month 

May the light of Jesus shine through them on your Birthday 

 

 DAILY HOPE:  This is a service being provided by the 

Church of England.  When you call 0800 804 8044 you will 

be given six options to choose from, including a weekly 

service, popular hymns and traditional morning and evening 

prayer.  

 

 

 

FOLLOW OUR SERVICES:  The following link takes 

you directly to the video page of All Saints' Facebook and 

from there you can choose which video to watch. You do 

not need to have a Facebook account – 
https://www.facebook.com/AllSaintsOrpington/videos/?ref=page_internal 
 

 

 

HOME COMMUNION: - If you have been unable to 

attend church services and would like to receive Holy 

Communion, the Vicar and Lay Ministers will be able to 

bring the sacrament to you.  Please telephone the Church 

Office (01689 832031) to request a visit. 

 

 

SAINTS ALIVE! MAGAZINE 

Please send your articles for the next month’s magazine to 

Gill by Sunday 23 January 2022 

  

https://www.facebook.com/AllSaintsOrpington/videos/?ref=page_internal


6 

 

FEAST YOUR EYES! 

The Feast of the Epiphany of our Lord takes us back to the crib. On 

Christmas night it’s angels who sing out the praises of God and shepherds 

who leave their flocks to come and worship before the Christ-child. At 

Epiphany it is a star shining in the heavens that proclaims this most special of 

all births, and mysterious visitors from a far-off Eastern land come seeking a 

king—and find him, and kneel before him, but not where they’d expected…  

Today we get another look at the Christ-child. We’ve moved on since 

Christmas, it’s 12 days later. This isn’t a picture frozen in time, and anyone 

who has experienced a child’s development will know how rapidly they grow. 

Mary still nurses this child Jesus but she also needs to be able to put him 

down and get on with the tasks of daily living. That’s our calling too: that as 

we return to routine, perhaps with some New Year’s resolutions, we do so 

ready for the new growth of Christ in us.  

And when we look at the child growing in the Christmas crib, we’re aware 

that we’re not the only onlookers. This is the day of that disturbing visit by 

the Magi. When not in lockdown, this is usually the time of year when we are 

most likely to encounter those people we see only rarely, perhaps just once 

a year… And the Magi come out of the blue, or at least those mysterious 

lands which are called simply “the East”. The truth is we don’t know where 

they came from really, how many they were or who they were. “We three 

kings…” fits well in the carol, but the number “three” is the number of the 

gifts: gold, frankincense and myrrh, rather than of those who bear them.  

As for their being “kings”, “Wise men” is probably a bit better as a translation, 

but you might also call them philosophers (people trying to find meaning in 

what they observe). These days they might describe themselves as 

“consultants”, and their specialty as consultancy to royals and heads of state. 

Their journey takes them first not where God might intend but to Jerusalem. 

If the star is about the birth of a “king of the Jews,” then for them the obvious 

place to offer their services is in Jerusalem.  

There is never a shortage of good advice where money is to be made. Is this 

what they hope to offer when they tell Herod they have come to pay homage 

to the new-born king?  
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Herod himself says that he would like to do likewise if the Magi can find him—

but we know his motives are far from well-intentioned. And we don’t really 

know why these mysterious visitors from the East made their journey…  

Except we can say that they found what they needed, even if it wasn’t what 

they had expected. Not in a capital city but in an outlying village… Not in a 

grand palace, but in what was at best a modest home… And not one who 

bore the appearance of a King’s son, but true royalty in the child whose first 

crib had been an animal’s feeding trough. In the palace of King Herod, the 

Magi had come with questions and received only partial answers from scribes 

searching through scriptures. But now, as they find the Holy Family in a 

humble Bethlehem dwelling, they are simply “overwhelmed with joy”.  

What they thought they knew with their heads is now revealed to their 

hearts. The dignity they bore with their wisdom has to be put off so they can 

find the truth in humility, kneeling in worship before Jesus. As we see the 

glory of the Christ-child revealed to them, so we can worship beside them 

as fellow-Gentiles, people called from afar by the love of God which beckons 

us. As we see them offer their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh, we can 

make our own offering to Jesus of our hearts and lives. 

Then, they leave. They rejoice at what they have seen, but we know that the 

darkness of the world is closing in as Herod plots to remove the threat he 

perceives to his kingship. It’s a foreshadowing of the injustice and the violence 

which we know quite well in today’s world. The Magi recognise in the child 

of Bethlehem the one they call “the king of the Jews”. The next time that 

phrase will be used by Gentiles in St Matthew’s Gospel is almost at its end, 

by the Roman soldiers who crucify Jesus. At his birth and at his death Jesus 

is seen for who he truly is. The invitation to us today is to perceive his glory 

also.  

Remember that Christian discipleship means working out our faith in daily 

life, seeking the simplicity of faith in the complexities of the world, and 

recognising and knowing God’s love even when appearances deny it.  

The Rev’d George M Rogers 
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All Saints’ Orpington 
Bark Hart Road 

BR6 0QD 
The Orpington Deanery Synod 

is hosting a free weekly Course for five weeks on 
Living in Love & Faith 

Course Facilitator Rev’d Jane Winter Diocesan 
Advocate for Living in Love and Faith 

Christian Teaching and Learning about Identity, sexuality, 
relationships and marriage 

Each session includes an introduction to the topic, real life stories, 
bible study, time for questions and conversation, prayer 

Wednesday 19 January 2022 – 16 February 2022 
7.30 pm 

The course is open to everyone 
Please email orpdeanerysynod@gmail.com 

to register your intention to attend 
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IN MEMORY OF PETER CUNNINGHAM 

 

 

On Sunday 28 November 2021 we all gathered outside the West Door of 

the Church to attend the blessing by George of the replacement roses kindly 

funded by Marion Cunningham and her children in loving memory of Peter. 

 

This is a wonderful tribute to a lovely man who enjoyed his garden and we 

are all looking forward to the summer when these beautiful roses are in full 

bloom. 

 

We extend our thanks to Marion, Hilary and David for their kind donation 

which will enhance the entrance to the Church. 
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“We have seen his star in the East” 
 

 

2022 Week of Prayer 

For Christian Unity 
Prepared by the Churches of the Middle East 

Venues for Daily Services Tuesday 18th – Tuesday 25th January: 

Tuesday 18th 7 p.m at St Johns URC  

Wednesday 19th 10 a.m at Green St Green Baptist 

Thursday 20th 10 a.m at Christ Church  

Friday 21st 6 p.m at All Saints’ Church 

Saturday 22nd 9 a.m at Hope Church 

Sunday 23rd 6.30 p.m - a United Service at 
Orpington Methodist  

Monday 24th 10.30 a.m at St Martin of Tours  

Tuesday 25th 8 p.m at Holy Innocents Church 
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REMEMBERING BRENDA GOODING 

 

 
12 April 1941 – 20 November 2021 

 

Brenda Gooding loved attending the services at All Saints’. She had a strong 

faith which is giving us all strength whilst we grieve her passing. 

She was born in 1941 in Soham in Cambridgeshire and moved to Downham 

as a young child. 

In 1956 she began working for Lloyds Bank in the City of London. 

She was an active member of the scouting community for over 15 years in 

the St Pauls Cray area where she lived for many years. 

In 1997 during a routine check-up at the doctors she found out she had a 

blood cancer known as myeloma. She received treatment at the Chartwell 

Cancer Unit for the next 24 years. We would like to express our thanks to 

the team for all their outstanding treatment and support during this period.  

We hope this helps anyone else who is currently living with cancer. 

She passed away on 20th November in St Christopher's Hospice in 

Sydenham.  Brenda leaves behind a husband (Ron the hedge trimmer) and 

four children - Sue, Deb, Terry and Ronnie. 

We would really like to thank everyone for all the support and kind messages 

we have received. 

Brenda's funeral was held at The Bluebell cemetery in Halstead on 16th 

December and we are grateful to all those who were able to attend. 
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THE STORY BEHIND THE HYMN 

“Tell out my Soul, the greatness of the Lord” 

 

Timothy Dudley-Smith was born on Boxing Day in 

Manchester, England, to Phyllis and Arthur Dudley-

Smith, a school-teacher.  He was educated at Tonbridge 

School, before studying maths and then theology at 

Pembroke College, Cambridge.  After graduating in 

1947, Dudley-Smith began his ordination training at 

Ridley Hall.  He was ordained deacon in 1950 and priest 

in 1951 by Christopher Chavasse, the Bishop of 

Rochester.  

After ordination, Dudley-Smith served as an Honorary Chaplain to Chavasse, 

as well as Head of the Cambridge University Mission in Bermondsey, South 

London.  In 1955, he was appointed Editorial Secretary of the Evangelical 

Alliance and editor of the new Crusade magazine, created after Billy 

Graham's 1954 London mission.  Dudley-Smith also began serving with the 

Church Pastoral Aid Society, serving as Assistant Secretary from 1959, then 

as Secretary until 1973. He served as Archdeacon of Norwich from 1973 to 

1981 and as Bishop of Thetford from 1981 to 1991.  He also served as 

President of the Evangelical Alliance from 1987 until 1992.  

He married Arlette Macdonald in 1959, to whom he remained married for 

48 years until her death in 2007; they had one son and two daughters 

together.  

He was inspired to write the text when he was reading a modern paraphrase 

of the Magnificat in Luke 1:46–55 in the New English Bible, a translation which 

begins with the phrase, "Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord".  Dudley-

Smith, in a 2006 interview, agreed that the hymn was "a significant starting 

point in terms of his hymns being published". 

The hymn has been included in a number of hymnals, among them The New 

English Hymnal.  It has been included in religious radio and television 

programmes, including Sunday Worship on BBC Radio 4 and Songs of Praise.  

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boxing_Day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manchester
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tonbridge_School
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tonbridge_School
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pembroke_College,_Cambridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ridley_Hall,_Cambridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deacon
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Priest
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christopher_Chavasse
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishop_of_Rochester
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishop_of_Rochester
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bermondsey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evangelical_Alliance
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evangelical_Alliance
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Billy_Graham
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Billy_Graham
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/London
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_Pastoral_Aid_Society
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archdeacon_of_Norwich
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishop_of_Thetford_(Anglican)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evangelical_Alliance
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/Luke#1:46
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_English_Bible
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_New_English_Hymnal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_New_English_Hymnal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BBC_Radio_4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Songs_of_Praise
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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 

 
 

         
            

Happy New Year everyone 
 

 

 

 

THE REV’D CANON ROBERT LUNNON 

This month you will find enclosed with your magazine a special tribute to The 

Rev’d Canon Robert Lunnon  who was Vicar of All Saints from 1977 to 1996.  

I am grateful to the family who shared their Eulogies with us, especially for 

those who were unable to attend the Service. 

 

 

 

 

GET FIT FOR 2022! 

More people join health and fitness centres each January than at any other 

time of the year. And well over half the newcomers will be gone again – 

within a month. 

Perhaps there’s not much commitment to begin with. Or maybe, they lack 

motivation because they haven’t made themselves accountable to a personal 

trainer. (One incentive many clubs are now bringing in.)   

But Christians have been called by God to become spiritually fit, and we DO 

have a personal trainer! We have only been able to join our ‘club’ through 

the precious, priceless blood of Jesus, and our ‘spiritual fitness’ goal is to be 

holy and to be loving, caring people.   

The heavenly Father will be pleased and glorified as we simply keep on coming 

to the ‘gym’ of personal and corporate worship, and keep faithful to the 

spiritual disciplines, and our service together in the Body of Christ.  
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Live-In Home Care 
 

We are a family owned and run agency specialising in 

live-in care, with over 30 years experience in the care 

sector.  

  

We offer an alternative to residential care, providing our 

clients with one to one live-in care, enabling them to 

remain in the comfort and security of their own home. 
  

We are based in Tunbridge Wells, Kent and provide live-in 

services to clients in the local areas of Kent and Sussex. 

 

 

  

 

Tel: 01892 518400  

www.bespokecarecompany.co.uk 
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PHILIP MOSETTIG 

HANDYMAN  

NO JOB  TOO SMALL 

FREE QUOTE  

GENERAL HOUSEHOLD 

MAINTENANCE  

PAINTING & DECORATING 

GARDENING  

HONEST AND RELIABLE 

  

TEL 07504519586 

philipmosettig@yahoo.co.uk 

P A C E Y’s 
The Garden Shop 

Garden Machinery and Tools 

Sales and Servicing. 

71 Chislehurst Rd, Orpington,  
BR6 0DQ 

FREE collection and delivery 

01689 834208 
Email: info@paceymowers.co.uk 

mailto:info@paceymowers.co.uk
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19th January: Wulfstan, Bishop of Worcester 1095 

Wulfstan, Bishop of Worcester from 1062 to 1095, 

occupies a unique place in British church history. 

He was the last surviving pre-Conquest bishop, the first 

bishop to pay homage to William the Conqueror after 

the battle of Hastings, and one of the few Saxons to keep 

high office to the end of William’s reign. On top of that, he seems to have 

been a truly good and holy man. 

Wulfstan was born about 1008 at Long Itchington, Warwickshire. His uncle 

was Archbishop of York, and through his help, Wulfstan studied at the 

monasteries of Evesham and in Peterborough. Because of his Christian 

dedication, his superiors recommended him for the priesthood. Wulfstan was 

ordained in 1038 and joined a Benedictine monastery at Worcester. 

Wulfstan was appointed prior of the monastery and from 1034 also served 

as the parish priest of Hawkesbury, Gloucestershire. He was made bishop of 

Worcester in 1062.  

As a bishop, Wulfstan made some significant contributions to the English 

church. He had a passion for pastoral care and was the first English bishop to 

be known to have made a complete visitation of his diocese. He was a gifted 

administrator, increasing the effectiveness of his archdeacons.   

He was highly influential in monastic reform, overseeing laws and canons to 

reform the role of the clergy.  

He was a powerful preacher – with a great gift for explaining the teaching of 

Christianity.  He encouraged a wider understanding of public penitence and 

taught against the many pagan customs throughout the land. 

He had a strong social conscience, and soon became a bitter opponent of the 

slave trade.  Together with Lanfranc, Wulfstan was mainly responsible for 

ending the slave trade in Bristol, and also for abolishing the slave trade 

between Worcester diocese and Ireland.   

He had a passion for buildings, and founded Great Malvern Priory, as well as 

overseeing the large-scale rebuilding of Worcester Cathedral, Hereford 

Cathedral, and Tewkesbury Abbey.   

Wulfstan died in January 1095, apparently during his daily ritual of washing 

the feet of 12 of his parishioners. 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norman_conquest
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES 

 

Sunday Clubs 

 
 

 

Young Saints 
 

    For all children and young people 

9.30 a.m in the hall 
 

Join us as we have fun learning about Jesus, the Bible 

and Church.  We sing, play games, make things, cook 

and pray together. 

 

 

 

     There is a creche for babies and very young children. 
 

 

Contact: Catherine King or Val Pickering 

  Email: youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 
 

 

Youth Group for Secondary School Children 
Join us as we learn and discuss how the Bible is relevant 

to our everyday lives. 
 

Contact: Mandy Turner 

  Email: rr.turner@ntlworld.com  
 

 All groups come into church in time to join the congregation at the altar to 

receive a communion or blessing and join their parents. 

  

mailto:youth.allsaintsorpington@gmail.com
mailto:rr.turner@ntlworld.com
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ALL SAINTS’ PARISH CHURCH  

MONTHLY CALENDAR – January 2022 

(PLEASE NOTE:  Events can be added or cancelled at short notice  

so please remember to check the weekly pew sheet) 

 

 

Every Week:  Monday to Friday, 9.00 am - Morning Prayer 

   Monday to Friday, 5.00 pm – Evening Prayer 

   Friday, 7.30 pm – Choir Practice 

 

Sun 2 Epiphany 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Eucharist 

  No Choral Evensong in January 

Tues 4 8.00 pm Festival Choir Rehearsal 

Wed 5 10.00 am  Midweek Eucharist, followed by Morning Coffee 

Thurs 6 10.00 am Tots 

  10.00 am Gardening Group 

Fri 7 9.30 am Contemplative Prayer (Church) 

Sat 8 10.00 am Baptism Open Morning 

Sun 9 Baptism of Christ 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Eucharist 

  3.00 pm Baptism 

Tues 11 8.00 pm Festival Choir Rehearsal 

Wed 12 10.00 am  Midweek Eucharist followed by Morning Coffee 

Thurs 13 10.00 am Tots 

  10.00 am Gardening Group 

  11.30 am U3A Choir Rehearsal 

  2.00 pm Focus Group (Church) 

  5.30 pm Vocal Teaching (Choir Vestry) – until 8.30 pm 
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Sun 16 Second Sunday After Epiphany 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Eucharist 

  3.00 pm Baptism 

Tues 18 8.00 pm Festival Choir Rehearsal 

Wed 19 10.00 am  Midweek Eucharist followed by Morning Coffee 

  7.30 pm Living in Love & Faith course (Church) 

Thurs 20 10.00 am Tots 

  10.00 am Gardening Group 

  5.30 pm Vocal Teaching (Choir Vestry) – until 8.30 pm 

Fri 21 9.30 am Lectio Divina (Church) 

Sun 23 Third Sunday of Epiphany 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Eucharist 

Tues 25 8.00 pm Festival Choir Rehearsal 

Wed 26 10.00 am  Midweek Eucharist followed by Morning Coffee 

  7.30 pm Living in Love & Faith course (Church) 

Thurs 27 10.00 am Tots 

  10.00 am Gardening Group 

  11.30 am U3A Choir Rehearsal 

  5.30 pm Vocal Teaching (Choir Vestry) – until 8.30 pm 

Fri 28 2.00 pm Bereavement Group (Church Hall) 

Sun 30 Candlemas 

  8.00 am Holy Communion 

  9.30 am Parish Eucharist 

Mon 31  

 

Forthcoming Events 

 

26 February  Social and Fundraising Team Event (TBC) 
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CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES  

  

Throughout the week 

  

 
   All Saints’ Tots 
   A friendly and fun group for babies, toddlers and their parents, 

   grandparents and carers.  

  

We meet every Thursday in term time between 10.00-11.30am. 

  

Come and find us at the back of the Church to have a cuppa and a chat whilst the 

little ones play.  

  

Contact: Cathy Hussey - Tel: 01689 821632  

 

 

   Guiding  
   Meet in the Church Hall 

 

 

Rangers     (14 - 18 years)  Alternate Wednesdays  

Guides     (10 - 15 years)  7.30-9.00pm  

Brownies   (7 - 10 ½ years)  6.00-7.30pm  

 

Contact: Division Commissioner:  Jenny Wilkins -  01689 830844 

 

 

   Scouting 2nd Orpington Scout Group  
   Meet at 50a Court Road 

  

Explorers (14 - 18 years)  Thursday 

Scouts        (10½ - 14 years)  Wednesday & Friday 

Cubs          (8 - 10½ years)      Monday & Tuesday 

Beavers      (6 - 8 years)  Tuesday & Wednesdayp 

  

Contact: via website  www.2nd.orp.org.uk 

  

mailto:-%20cathy-hussey@ntlworld.com
http://www.2nd.orp.org.uk/
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25th January: St Paul, the first Christian intellectual 

This month, on 25th January, the Church celebrates 

probably the most famous conversion of all. At least, what 

happened to a young man called Saul on the road to 

Damascus has become a byword for all instant conversions 

- what is known as a ‘damascene’ moment. Saul was a 

devout Jew, a Pharisee, a student of Gamaliel and a fierce 

critic of the followers of Jesus, then a very new sect on the religious scene.  

On his way to Damascus to start a purge of Christians in that city, he was 

blinded by a bright light and heard a voice saying, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you 

persecuting me?’ He asked the identity of the voice, and was told: ‘Jesus, 

whom you are persecuting’. Stunned by the experience, he followed further 

instructions which led him to a Christian man in Damascus, who prayed with 

him. As he did, Saul’s sight was restored. 

The experience convinced Paul that Jesus - crucified in Jerusalem four or five 

years earlier - was in fact the Messiah and had risen from the dead. After a 

period of instruction, Saul was baptised and took the name Paul. At first, 

some Christians were wary about the reality of his conversion, but over a 

period of time he was accepted and indeed eventually recognised as an 

’apostle’, a ‘special messenger’ of Jesus Christ. 

His intellectual stature and leadership gifts quickly marked him out, and within 

a few years he became a leading figure in the emerging Christian Church, 

preaching and founding churches all over the Middle East, largely of Gentile 

converts. He was eventually martyred in Rome, probably in 65AD. 

Paul was the first intellectual of the Christian Church, the man who was able 

to set the events of the life and teaching of Jesus, and especially His death and 

resurrection, into a coherent theology, with its roots very clearly in the 

Jewish faith of his own upbringing.  

Many people think of Paul as a rather negative, narrow misogynist, but even 

a quick reading of his letters actually reveals a person of great warmth, who 

evoked enormous affection and devotion from others. ‘You would have 

plucked out your eyes and given them to me!’ he writes to the Christians at 

Galatia. As for the charge that Paul disliked women, even a quick read of his 

letters will reveal how large a role women played in his churches. In terms 

of the first century, St Paul was a dangerous liberal!  So, all in all, the amazing 

Paul of Tarsus deserves a bit of celebrating on 25th January. 
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PLANT A TREE FOR THE JUBILEE 

 

 

 
 

With the border of Newell's Meadow now cleared we want to complete the 

beech hedge round the churchyard.  

 

2nd Orpington Scouts have kindly donated 500 trees, guards and canes, about 

half the number we will need.  A donation of £6 will fund three trees as part 

of the national campaign to create: 

 

"The Queen's Green Canopy" during 2022. 

You can make a donation online at https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/19139. 

 

Please come and help plant the trees on 29th January (10am to 4pm) or 

30th January (12pm to 4pm).  You can plant the trees your family funds 

and also help us plant others that have been donated.  Please bring a spade 

and/or a trowel.  Planting a tree only takes about ten minutes and will be fun 

for all the family.  Younger people will be able to write their names on the 

tree guards they plant – as will the young at heart! 

 

We will have to postpone the planting if there is heavy rain, or the ground is 

frozen.  You can call Tim Birse (01689 836392) to check it’s going ahead. 

  

https://cafdonate.cafonline.org/19139
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TAKING DOWN CHRISTMAS 

 

Happy New Year!   January is, of course, the time to take down the 

decorations and put them away for next year. In many churches however, 

the Crib scene is left up until the beginning of February - the Feast of 

Candlemas.  That celebrates the Presentation of Christ in the Temple. 

It’s yet another moment of ‘illumination,’ and has a number of meanings. 

The date ‘set’ for Candlemas is the 2nd February each year and it marks the 

midpoint of winter, halfway between the shortest day and the spring equinox. 

So, from that date onwards the days begin to get longer and the nights 

shorter. 

It’s the day when we celebrate Mary and Joseph taking their baby, Jesus, to 

the Temple. The custom was set down in Leviticus chapter 12, where the 

parents presented the child to the Lord, and received a blessing from the 

priests. It was a picture of the sacrifice of the first-born son, giving him to the 

Lord. 

As you take down your decorations, think about where you will store them 

ready for use next Christmas – and also, how carefully you will put them 

away.  

Will the string of lights be a tangled mess of knots when you take them out 

of their wrappings or will you be able to hang them straight on the tree? One 

of the biggest concerns is where to put the figure of baby Jesus. It’s usually 

so small in a Crib Set that it is easily lost and then the Crib Set rather loses 

its meaning! 

Have a think about where you put Jesus after Christmas. Not the figure but 

the ‘real’ person. He’s easily left in a virtual crib as a baby in our minds, just 

like the wooden or plastic figure in our attics or under the stairs. If we keep 

Him as that lovely sweet-smelling-cute baby we miss out on His teaching and 

miracles, we will fail to understand and engage with His massive love and 

compassion for each of us on the cross – and most importantly His 

resurrection.   

Death is not the end.    

Not for Him.     Not for us.     And not for our loved ones. 

The Rev Dr Jo White 
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STEWARDSHIP FOR TODAY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Big Thank you to everyone who has responded to our Stewardship appeal. 

Also, to many of you who have been giving your time and talents over many 

years in the many aspects of life in All Saints’. We are all giving thanks to God 

by living a life of stewardship. 

In the past few months, the Finance and Stewardship committees have pooled 

their experience to address the financial position of our Church. In the last 

few years, we have not been living within our income and have had to draw 

on reserves to fund the shortfall between expenditure and income. We 

cannot do this for much longer.  

Many of our team are longstanding members of these committees and initially 

looked closely at our Terms of Reference and were able to review and revise 

the various ways in which to go forward. 

Not only did we review the money side but we embraced the wider field of 

acknowledging graciously God’s Gifts to our parish and individual 

parishioners and the need for creative and effective actions for mission and 

growth. We wished to design ways to build bridges and to connect to the 

different groups within our community. We wished to reach out towards the 

wider parish with help from our own members to support mission and add 

numbers to our congregation. 

A lot of thought went into the first stages of planning and the immediate need 

was to address our financial position with a campaign. 

We are grateful to our enlarged committee for helping us to deliver our 

ambitions.  
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We have tried to encourage all members of the parish to join our 

stewardship scheme and have had some success.  

The monetary aspect is crucial at the very least to maintain All Saints’ mission 

and fellowship at the level that we have enjoyed. Remember that this isn’t 

about anything as mundane as the “Church asking for money again” but is 

about stewardship as a thankful and prayerful response for what God has 

done for us in Christ that will lead to creative action.  We can be certain that 

without increased support we will only be able to maintain our mission and 

fellowship for a limited time before having to make necessary cuts simply to 

survive.  

After a time, our situation will most likely become untenable and other 

options may have to be considered that will forever change the character and 

quality of our parish life, ministry and worship. All Saints’ parish has served 

Orpington as a centre of prayer, worship and spirituality for over 1,000 years. 

The question we must ask ourselves, is, “Are we good stewards of what God 

has given us”? Immediately and ultimately, we are responsible and 

accountable for preserving this legacy, and further, for taking it forward for 

Christians in Orpington for generations to come. With respect to time and 

talents, may everyone young or old discern how we can use our time and 

talents—if you have been doing so, and especially for quite some time, please 

know that your work is massively appreciated. If you are unsure how you 

might devote your time and talents, do take this to God in prayer for 

discerning the best way forward.  

Any of our committee members will be able to answer questions, including 

our Planned Giving Recorder, David Laker who is the only person who 

knows who is in the scheme and if so, how much is given. 

May we wish you and your families a healthy and happy New Year. 

 

 

Mike Lovett 

Chairman of Finance and 

Stewardship Liaison Committees 

The Rev’d George M. Rogers 
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Christ Church (United Reformed Church) 

Willett Way,  

Petts Wood,  
Kent BR5 1LH 

Tel: 01689 872053 

 

 
Petts Wood Playgroup 

(for Children with Special Needs) 
Registered Charity No. 803792 

Celebrating over 50 years of fun, love and laughter! 

1968-2021 

Reverend G. Rogers,  

All Saints Church,  

Bark Hart Road,  

Orpington, 

Kent BR6 0QD         14th December 2021 

 

Dear Reverend Rogers and members of All Saints Church, 

Thank you so much for the very generous donation of the lovely toys in support of our 

children.  

We currently have 32 very vulnerable and clinically ill little children attending our group.  Life 

can be very difficult for some families and we endeavour to support the whole family at the 

highest level. This has been particularly challenging during recent months.  Many families have 

felt isolated, afraid and lonely so our methods of support have been quite inventive with 

virtual coffee mornings, texts, emails etc.  We look forward to some form of new “normal” 

hopefully by spring. 

We have shared the new toys with our families and they were so pleased to receive them. 

The toys too advanced for our little ones were gratefully accepted for siblings.  The used and 

second hand items we have delivered to a charity shop to benefit others as we cannot ofefr 

them to our children. 

We have a website which shows a little about us www.pwpg.org.uk please feel free to look and 

we have parental consent for the photos from the site to be used. 

Please pass on our grateful thanks to everyone including the Young Saints, the scouts and 

guide groups for the continued support and thank you once again for supporting us at such a 

difficult time. 

Yours Sincerely, 

LarrySimpson 

Larry Simpson 

Manager 

  

http://www.pwpg.org.uk/
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It may be of interest that since 1998 we have bought Christmas cards in aid 

of The Children’s Society and a grand total of 2,971 packs have been 

purchased.  This year 150 packs were sold, which raised £515.75. 

A sincere thank you on behalf of the Society for your continue support. 

Elizabeth Whitbread 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNIVERSARY OF THE QUEEN’S ACCESSION 

 

 

Although the Jubilee celebrations are in June, the actual anniversary of the 

Queen’s Accession is on Sunday 6th February.  When compiling the Book of 

Common Prayer in the sixteenth century, Thomas Cranmer inserted some 

special prayers into Evensong to mark the anniversary of the Monarch’s 

accession.  These prayers are hardly ever used in parish churches because 

Evensong is no longer a popular service, and the anniversary doesn’t often 

fall on a Sunday. 

We are having a celebratory Choral Evensong at All Saints’ at 3.30 pm on 

Sunday 6th February to mark the “true” Jubilee.  Please come along and hear 

a service that may well be a once in a lifetime event.   

There will be refreshments after the service.  



30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The current needs of the Foodbank are as follows: 

 

Sweets / Cold Meat / Tinned Fish / Rice (500g Bags) / Tinned Vegetables 

Long Life Fruit Juice / Toilet Rolls / Shaving Foam/Gel / 

Men’s & Ladies Deodorants / Bio & Non Bio Washing Detergent 

We send our grateful thanks for all the support we have received during this 

year.   We are so fully aware that our ability to respond to people in crisis in 

our Borough is only possible through the generous, faithful donations from 

our partners. 

We wish you all a Happy, Healthy and Peaceful New Year. 

AND 

AN ENORMOUS THANK YOU! 

 

 

Just a small part of our 

contributions! 

 

 

A really huge and heartfelt ‘thank you’ 

to the volunteer drivers who delivered 

the foodbank’s Christmas hampers to 

clients in a fairly tight time window on 

the morning of Saturday 18th 

December. It’s stressful doing anything 

for the first time, and this was no 

exception. 

We were responsible for 52 hampers, 

so it was a major operation, and a great 

relief that the majority of them were 

successfully delivered. We were very 

fortunate to be assisted by a further 

five drivers from St. Mary’s Green St. 

Green. I think we would have struggled 

to do it all without them. 

The good news is … 

There will probably be a chance to do 

it all again next year!   

Vanessa Dixon  
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NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS 

ESPECIALLY FOR OUR YOUNG READERS 
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COFFEE BREAK WORDSEARCH 

Find the highlighted words in the grid 

Magi from the East – it isn’t a lot to go on. The Magi were a religious 

caste devoted to astrology, divination and the interpretation of dreams. 

Some scholars believe these magi came from southern Arabia, where the 

Queen of Sheba had lived.  She would have learned about the coming 

Messiah from Solomon. 

In Matthew’s gospel the Magi ask Herod: ‘Where is the One who has been 

born King of the Jews? We saw His star in the east and have come to 

worship Him.’  So it is possible that Queen of Sheba’s story of Messiah for 

Israel had survived.   

One thing that supports the theory that the magi came from southern Arabia 

is this:  if you study any map of Palestine as it was during biblical times, you 

will find that the old Arabian caravan routes all entered Palestine ‘from the 

East’.    
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CHILDREN’S CORNER 

 

 

       Happy New Year 

       To all our young readers 

 

A Picture to Colour to celebrate Epiphany 
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THE LIGHTER SIDE 

 
Spotted on a church notice board: 

When you were born, your mother brought you here. 

When you were married, your partner brought you here. 

When you die, your family will bring you here. 

In the meantime, why not try coming on your own sometimes? 

 

Winter travel 

A government warning said that anyone travelling in icy conditions should 

take: shovel, blankets, sleeping bag, scarf, hat and gloves, 24 hours supply of 

food and drink, de-icer, rock salt, torch, spare batteries, road flares, reflective 

triangles, tow rope, a five gallon petrol jerrycan, first aid kit, and jump leads. 

So …….… I looked a complete idiot on the bus this morning! 

 

Inspection 

My husband, a US Coast Guard pilot, was on an exchange tour with the Royal 

Navy in England. Everyone who drove through the base’s gates was required 

to hold an official ID card up to the windscreen for inspection by the guards. 

As a friendly competition, my husband’s squadron started flashing different 

forms of ID, such as a driving licence, just to see how far they could go to 

fool the busy guards. 

The winner? The fellow who breezed past waving a piece of toast. 

 

Knock-Knock 

The passenger tapped the taxi driver on the shoulder to ask him something. 

The driver screamed, lost control of the car, nearly hit a bus, went up on the 

pavement, and stopped inches from a shop window. 

For a second everything went quiet in the car, then the driver said, “Look 

mate, don’t ever do that again. You scared the daylights out of me!” 

The passenger apologised and said he didn’t realise that a little tap could scare 

him so much. 

The driver replied, “You’re right. I’m sorry, it’s not really your fault. Today 

is my first day as a taxi driver. I’ve been driving a hearse for the last 15 years.” 
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GROUPS AND SOCIETIES 

Choir Practice Adult choir - practice takes place on Fridays  
                    at 7.30 p.m (except August) 

Junior choir - practice takes place on Sundays 
                    at 10.45 a.m (except August) 

 
Bible Reading Fellowship BRF Notes are available on request. 

Contact: Maggie Dawson - 01689 823857 
 

Children’s Society Contact: Anne Spencer - 01689 601753 

 
Gardening Group This group meets on Thursdays at 10 am until 

12.30 pm (weather permitting). 
Contact: David House - 01689 828037 

 
Church Mission Society Contact: Richard Newson - 01689 821445 

 
Midweek Communion This takes place every Wednesday at 10 am in 

the Old Church followed by refreshments 
 

Focus This group is open to all women and meet on 
the second Thursday of each month at 2 p.m 

in the Old Church 
Contact:  Anne Spencer - 01689 601753 

 
Julian Group This group is open to all and meet on the third 

Tuesday of each month at 2 p.m  

Contact: Vanessa Dixon - 01689 851767 
 

Out of Focus This social group is open to all men and meet 
approximately  every two months to chat and 

arrange outings 
Contact: David House - 01689 828037 

 
St Michael’s Guild The guild decorate the Church throughout 

the year including weddings and funerals. They 
can arrange pedestals for members of the 

congregation to celebrate an anniversary, 
birthday or in memory of a loved one. 

Contact:  Margaret Lovett - 01689 831667 
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