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Easter 2 - 2019 

This week there have been mass funerals conducted across Sri Lanka 

for those who were killed in the terrorist attacks on Easter. The death 

count varies between 300 and 400 people who lost their lives in 

coordinated attacks as they were celebrating the joy of the resurrection 

in Easter Day services. On the front page of the Church Times this week 

sits a full page picture of a statue of Christ at St Sebastian’s, Negombo, 

one of the churches at the centre of the attacks. The statue is a 

depiction of Jesus, post resurrection with hand aloft, possibly in blessing, 

possibly in petition to the Father. It is splattered in the blood of those 

holy and faithful martyrs who were killed last Sunday simply attending 

church on the holiest day of the year. The blood stains on the statue are 

almost a symmetrical match to the wounds of Christ’s crucifixion visible 

in his hands and feet and the spear mark in his side. And yet still, amidst 

all the horror, Jesus, defiant, looks on in appeal, blessing.  

This, of course, is not dissimilar to the harrowing images that we saw 

from the Cathedral at Notre Dame during Holy Week, where amidst all 

the rubble stood the gold cross in full sunlight, defiant and hopeful 

amidst the wreckage. But the image of Christ standing central amidst so 

much loss of life and itself showing the stains and scars of such an 

horrific event somehow speaks of something more earthy, more real.  

There are so many metaphors one could draw from all of this. There is 

certainly a message concerning the meaning of resurrection, the real 

meaning of Easter. But so too there is a message here about faith and 

real life.  

For many, church is about Sundays. And it is all too easy to fall into the 

mindset that we come on Sunday morning, do our little bit of religion to 

be a good Christian, and then go home to live our normal everyday lives 

once church is done, with little apparent cross-over between the two. But 

the two things are intimately connected and Christianity taken seriously 

should always impact upon our lives during every moment of every day. 

Church is not a place for us to hide away from the real world, but is 

intimately caught up in it. A fact made so very clear by the Sri-Lankan 

attacks on Easter Day.  

For many years now, the Church of England has been eager to help 

grow faith in individuals that impacts upon their everyday lives outside of 

the walls of their churches. There are national initiatives, such as Setting 
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God’s People Free, as well as local diocesan initiatives such as the 

Called Together initiative in Rochester Diocese. And at parish level, our 

mission action plans and many of the extra things we lay on are 

designed to help individuals grow a deeper personal faith, one that 

informs their actions and decision-making.  

There are a whole host of pointers towards such an earthy 

understanding of spirituality in what we know of the resurrection. Isn’t it 

strange how, after he is resurrected, Christ’s body isn’t made perfect. 

Even though there is a real attractiveness in the resurrected Christ, his 

body retains the scars it received in the world. Indeed, it is the holes 

made by the nails and the spear that provide irrefutable proof to 

Thomas. But Jesus’ body has none-the-less changed and it is no longer 

subject to the corruption of our mortal bodies. 

The wounds on the body of our risen Lord are not reminders of a past 

best forgotten, far from it. They are signs of hope and continuity. Hope 

that every human body, no matter what it goes through, will be 

resurrected through faith, and continuity that it is through the trials and 

tribulations of the world that, in the end, our minds and bodies will be 

formed to be fit for the kingdom. The scars on Christ’s resurrected body 

assure us that it is indeed the body of the crucified Lord. And the same 

scars reassure us that our mortal bodies will likewise be transformed.  

Our Gospel reading has one of the clearest statements of the authority 

given by Jesus to his apostles and those who follow after them. After 

breathing on them, Jesus says: “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive 

the sins of any, they are forgiven them. If you retain the sins of any, they 

are retained”.  

Christ’s own authority and mercy are mediated through his mystical 

body, the Church. But the Church is also made up of ordinary sinful 

people. Christ continues to be wounded by sins committed by members 

of the Church, by the messiness of the world and by our abuse of power. 

Every Christian (indeed the entire Church) can become faithful to Christ 

only when they understand their complete dependence upon Him and 

when each of us realise that we draw our entire life from Him.  

The statute of the Risen Christ at St Sebastian’s, Negombo, stands as a 

testament that our faith is routed in the real world. Christ himself holds 

his scarred hand aloft and it is the wounds themselves that both appeal 
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to the Father and pronounce our blessing. In so doing it subtly declares 

the eternal truth of His victory.  

The everyday is not marked by the world’s scars and bloodshed and 

anger, nor by our own failings, but by Christ’s victory found in and 

through His precious wounds, and His subsequent appeal to the Father 

on our behalf and blessing upon each of us. Indeed, as He slowly 

transforms our own scars into the very substance of our blessing, so we 

move closer to life lived in the fullness of His resurrection promise.  

Amen.  


