
The Second Sunday before Lent 2019 

Our first lesson this morning was taken from the Book of Revelation. Revelation is the 

Marmite of the New Testament. People either love it or hate it. The Book of Revelation, 

which tells of the author’s vison of heaven, is full of complex imagery and hidden messages. 

But, it is an invaluable part of scripture. And this morning’s passage from Chapter 4 gives us 

a perfect example as to why. Revelation reveals to us what we are called to be. It elevates 

our vision from our earthly existence to something more profound. It gives us one of those 

momentary glimpses of what God is calling us to, as his people. I don’t mean what will come 

once we move on from this earthly existence, although that will no doubt be revealed to us 

all (that is, as they say, one of the only certainties in life). But, no, I mean what we are called 

to live, in the here and now. To bring heaven closer to earth.  

I would like to draw your attention to one particular little part of the passage; the second 

verse and the sentence just before it. ‘And the voice I had first heard speaking to me like a 

trumpet said, “Come up here, and I will show you what must first take place after this”. At 

once I was in the Spirit, and there in front of me was a throne in heaven with someone sitting 

on it’.  

‘At once I was in the Spirit.’ 

We can so easily use the Spirit as an excuse or justification to get our own way, or to 

counter something we don’t much want to do. But the author of Revelation, as elsewhere in 

the New Testament, is using the Spirit in a far more unifying way. The spirit calls all things 

into unity, it calls us into community. As the people of God, we gaze to heaven so that we 

can get a glimpse of how we might better live in the present and bring the Kingdom values 

we see there to bear on our disordered world. To live in the Spirit, is to search unceasingly 

for the unity we see modelled in the Godhead, the Trinity, as it directs all things from the 

heavenly throne. As we do so, we not only find a greater sense of peace in our own lives, 

but also bring that peace to bear even during the most raging storm.  

We heard in our Gospel reading about the disciples in a boat with Jesus whilst he sleeps. As 

the storm rages around them, they cease gazing upward and they panic as the tempest of 

the world around them causes them to become far too concerned for the peril they find 

themselves in. there is a real sense of disorder in the boat, with each concerned for their 

own survival. In other words, in this moment of despair, the disciples cease living in the 

Spirit.  

In their distress, they wake Jesus. Not knowing what else to do, they turn to their leader to 

sort things out and come up with the answers that they cannot find. Frustrated at just how 

little they have grown in their spiritual core (and probably at being woken from his afternoon 

nap), he calms the storm. But he is most disappointed that amidst the storm, through panic, 

his followers had ceased to live in the Spirit. For all of us, the same lesson is there. When we 

are caught in the storms of life, remaining in the Spirit is key. When we remain in the Spirit, 

even the worst disruption the world can throw at us will not be able to turn our gaze from the 

Kingdom values of heaven and the stillness they bring.  

So it is the question Jesus poses next that provides us with the challenge we all face; 

“Where is your faith?” 

Amen 
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