
St Michael and All Angels - 2018 

St Michael has long been a literal icon to many. For those of us who have visited St Michael’s Mount 

in Cornwall, the image of St Michael standing over the dragon with sword raised is a vision into 

another world. Images of the saints are important because as we gaze at them, they literally transport 

us into another sphere, a more heavenly sphere. Not so much away from the earth, but into the 

Gospel reality of earth. If we look at an image of Mary, Paul or indeed St Michael we feel ourselves 

drawn towards the space where they are present. Because of their holiness, they move us towards 

Jesus and the heavenly places where they now reside. That has to be good for our souls.  

St Michael the Archangel is portrayed as many things, but chief of all is the leader of God’s forces 

against evil. This is exactly what we heard in our second reading from the Book of Revelation this 

morning. He is the commander and chief in the battle against mischief and corruption.  

Towards the end of the reading, we hear of the devil being overpowered and thrown down to earth.  

Desmond Tutu is famous for saying that, ‘if we only had the right kind of eyes, we’d see angels all 

around us, making our ways straight and our paths clear’. We can’t remind ourselves enough of this. 

The work of evil is not difficult to discern in our world; indeed, our society often seems to revel in it. Do 

we recognise the works of goodness quite so readily? How often do we discern the hand of God’s 

protector angels in our lives? Can we count our blessings? It isn’t the presence of angels that is 

lacking, it is more our desire and ability to see them.  

Focus pays a big role in our Gospel reading too. The dialogue between Jesus and Nathaniel is 

intriguing. Nathaniel seems to recognise Jesus as the Son of God just because Jesus has an insight 

into his character. But the important thing is, that he does come to recognise who Jesus is.  

When someone recognises Jesus divine nature in the Gospel of John, it is often followed with a very 

truly I tell you moment, where Jesus reveals something of the nature of the Kingdom of Heaven. This 

time is no exception. He says; ‘very truly I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God 

ascending and descending upon the Son of Man’.  

The basic message of this encounter, along with so many others later in the Gospel, is; Focus upon 

Jesus, seeing him for who he is, believing him for who he is and taking his words and actions to heart 

in a way that changes us, leads us into deeper spiritual truth.  

You could say that the Book of Revelation says the same thing from a different perspective. With St 

Michael leading the charge, Jesus has won the war. The devil and his devious dominions have been 

evicted from the heavenly places. But Revelation then reveals to us another spiritual truth, that evil 

has not yet given up on the petty border skirmishes of earth. The devil has not stopped his evil 

schemes to disrupt the goodness amongst us. The present, then, is a real battle. A battle in which we 

must not be distracted or duped into taking our eyes off Jesus, not even for a second.  

Now, I need to insert a caveat here: when the Bible talks about the devil, there are many ways that we 

might interpret that. We might, for instance, think that the devil is a real physical entity disrupting our 

lives and the stillness of our souls. On the other hand, we might consider the devil to be a 

metaphorical image given to the force of evil. I don’t think it much matters which we choose. 



In a mid-twentieth century compendium of studies on Satan, the introduction states that, broadly 

speaking, there are two main responses to evil in our world, that are dangerous. The first is to claim 

that evil doesn’t exist at all (that gives it free reign to cause chaos). The second is to see evil 

everywhere, in every incident (that gives it more power than it actually has). We must never forget 

that goodness has won the day – Christ has conquered all. We are just involved in the clean-up 

operation.  

But we can so easily become caught-up on the wrong side of these skirmishes, either wittingly or 

unwittingly. That is why, in their letters, St Paul, St Peter, St James and St John have so much to say 

about how to avoid it. When we look at their advice, we see it so often depends on our motivations. 

But to understand our motivations requires a really deep level of self-understanding, awareness and 

self-honesty. This is why prayer of the still and silent kind is so important – only when we are alone 

with God, can he enable us to look with him into the centre of our hearts.  

If amidst all the chaos and disruption, we can keep doing goodness and retain our peace. If we can 

hold our nerve. If we can show patience, kindness, generosity, even when we don’t much feel like it. 

Then we move further towards our loving saviour and heaven comes closer to earth. That saviour 

who himself was the victim of the baying crowd – a crowd who only days before were his vocal 

supporters as he entered their city.  

There is no excuse for us treating others as they treated Christ – to do so is itself to wage war against 

God’s holy elite. So we do not model ourselves on the crowd baying for another’s blood in a dusty 

courtyard. We model ourselves on a man who took it all and came through it with his spiritual sight so 

pure that he could not only see God’s holy elite, but is elevated now as their head and king.  

If we work at honing our spiritual focus, then day by day we may see God’s heavenly kingdom 

breaking through more clearly. Oh how glorious it will be, when we can see God’s holy angels making 

our ways straight and clearing a way through the rubble. Let us not satisfy ourselves with the deceiver 

of the age and the chaos he brings.  

The grievances and anger we build up are really not worth all the trouble of disturbing our peace. If 

God intends for us to use them at all, it is to build up our resilience by focusing on him more deeply 

amidst our struggles – a test, as it were, to strengthen the soul.  

For as long as we allow the devil to disrupt our prayerfulness by becoming caught up in the whirlwind 

of deceit and mischief he brings, we plummet ourselves further into the disordered dust where Satan 

slivers. But the more we can turn our distractions and annoyances into prayer and forgiveness, love 

and compassion, so the scales fall from our eyes, our focus develops and we see more clearly the 

majesty of the Kingdom of God at work among us.  

Let us pray, then, that we may begin to see the saints and angels all around us, making our ways 

straight and our paths clear.  

Amen 
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