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Epiphany 3 – John – Wedding at Cana 

Today’s Gospel reading from John is a rich melody of story and symbol. 

With clarity yet richness the author tells the tale of Jesus’ first sign at the 

wedding at Cana in Galilee, following his baptism. When the Virgin Mary 

draws Jesus’ attention to the fact that the wine has run out, his response 

seems surprisingly negative: “Woman, what concern is that to you and 

me?” This is not the only occasion that Jesus rebuffs a petition only to 

grant it later on.  

After his baptism, one of the ways Satan tries to tempt him is to try and 

get him to perform miracles for worldly glory. Throughout his ministry he 

remains wary of following the false motives of seeking celebrity status.  

In his letter to the Corinthians, Paul warns his readers against the same 

temptation. Gifts given by God to individuals are to be used solely for the 

building up of the church. It is clear that in the church at Corinth, people 

had begun to use their gifts for self-aggrandisement, seeing them as 

tokens of superior spiritual status.  

Paul uses the example of speaking in tongues, a special gift of spiritual 

communication granted by the Spirit. But in doing so he is alluding to all 

those talents that are used in the church. There is a lesson here for us 

all. Whether we offer our talents to welcome, provide refreshment and 

hospitality, to sing, enhance our worship through music or to lead our 

liturgy; whatever talents God gives us to use, they are for the building up 

of his church and not for our own gratification. Once we start exercising 

them for our own purposes, we risk them becoming causes of great 

division and not unity.  
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And Jesus is all about unity. Bringing unity within his group of followers 

and, ultimately, uniting us with God the Father.  

The symbolism within this story is also significant. The tone Jesus uses 

in response to his mother signifies a separation between mother and 

son. Mary is having to reposition her place in Jesus’ life. No longer 

simply the obedient son to his mother, Jesus is now moving towards 

even greater service of the Father. That will cause a greater separation 

with his mother Mary as time moves on. A separation that will culminate 

at the foot of the cross.  

But in overtones that mirror the obedience and expectation of Mary that 

we see in Luke’s depiction of Jesus birth, Mary again accepts the 

situation with the grace she is known for and simply goes to the servants 

with a positive petition; “do whatever he tells you”. These words are a 

fitting introduction to the building public ministry of Jesus’ that is just 

beginning.  

But this miracle is not just an opportunity to save his host from public 

embarrassment, by providing wine at a banquet where to run out would 

bring the celebrations abruptly to an end. As the author tells us, it is ‘the 

first of his signs’, by which he, ‘revealed his glory’.  

There is other important symbolism easily missed at first glance too. The 

six stone water jars – symbols of the Jewish tradition that Jesus is firmly 

rooted in and engages with. The servants filling them to overflowing – a 

symbol of the overflowing water of life to be found in Jesus and the 

expectation he has come to fulfil. The turning of water into wine – with 

more than just a suggestion of the Last Supper and the sharing of the 

cup of salvation.  
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But there is also the subtlety of the ministry he provides. Only his 

mother, the disciples and the servants know that Jesus has replaced the 

bridegroom as provider of the wine. He is the anonymous giver.  

Angus Richie explains that this point has particular relevance to Jesus’ 

eternal place in the ‘marriage feast of the Lamb’ revealed to us in words 

of the book of Revelation.  

Revelation, the last book of the New Testament, tells us that Jesus is the 

bridegroom of the Church and provides the wine that will nourish it, in 

the form of his own life-blood. This eternal feast is anticipated at every 

celebration of the Holy Eucharist, and when we engage with it in the 

right way, fleeting glimpses of that eternity are ours to behold.  

The wedding at Cana reveals Christ’s blessing on human marriage and 

holds it as a particularly special and holy form of companionship. At 

every marriage ceremony in church, the priest declares to all present 

that husband and wife’ shall be united to one another in heart, body and 

mind, as Christ is united to his bride, the Church.’ Every time we 

celebrate the Eucharist we celebrate this unity as we look to Jesus as 

our head and we strive to model more accurately the image of humanity 

we see modelled in him.  

But more than that, it calls us to unity in our own body and it calls us to 

unity with all those who recognise Christ as the forerunner. On this week 

of Prayer for Christian Unity we rejoice in the huge gains that have been 

made in moving towards a greater sense of unity across all Christian 

churches, but we also have to lament the occasions when the division is 

sadly still too evident, just as we lament our part in that division. No 

longer is it justifiable for us to claim that our way is the only way. If we 

are to see true unity, then we will all need to come to terms with the fact 
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that we hold but a tiny piece of the truth and are a small piece in the 

jigsaw. Unity will not be achieved by insisting on our own way, but by 

embracing a wider understanding of what the truth may look like.  

That begins and ends at the wedding feast of the Lamb. So as we unite 

around this Eucharistic table and we engage in the eternal banquet, may 

our minds be so enlightened that we receive those momentary glimpses 

of eternity, God’s kingdom of justice and peace. And may we then be 

minded to do our part in bringing it to bear in the world around us.  

Amen.  
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