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When we look around our world, it is sadly too obvious that everything is 

not as it should be.  

At this moment in time, there seem to be a number of major problems 

facing our society and some have the potential to change life beyond 

anything we can imagine. How, for instance, do we bring an end to the 

appalling inequality in our world? How can we limit or even reverse 

climate change? How do we begin tackling the increasing levels of gang 

and knife crime on our streets? And these are just a few.   

One way of dealing with such things is to leave it to our leaders to sort 

out. After all, is that not what they are paid to do? But we need to be 

wary of offloading our responsibility onto others. Sure, big decisions 

need to be made by governments and big business regarding so many 

of the issues that plague our world. But we too have a part to play in 

building a brighter future. If we can model ourselves on Christ’s eternal 

kingdom values, we each have the ability to transform the world one 

small act of kindness at a time.  

Today is the feast of Christ the King, and so the perfect time for us to 

think about what Christ’s kingdom looks like, and what our part is in 

God’s masterplan for salvation. This is big picture stuff at a very local 

level.  

But what are the values of Christ’s eternal kingdom? Well, they might be 

outlined as follows: 

First, Christ’s Kingdom is built upon compassion and mercy. The worldly 

values of corruption and greed have no place. All those things that infect 

human hearts with deceit and darkness are banished to the flames. To 

open one’s heart in mercy and compassion, frees us from bitterness and 

evil. No longer do we judge a person for their appearance, gender, 

sexuality or because of what part of the town they come from. The only 

agenda is God’s agenda, and that means we reach out in love, no 

matter what. To steal a biblical metaphor, for communities to live 

mercifully transforms the world from ‘darkness to light’. Jesus is the 

ultimate light in whom there is no sin. His mercy is without limit. His 

kingdom is marked by his merciful goodness.  

Second, this kingdom is in complete unity; completely at ease with itself. 

In the first letter to the Corinthians, Paul pleads with the Greek church to 

“agree with one another, that there be no divisions among” them. He 



also says to the Church in Rome; “In Christ we, though many, are one 

body, and each member belongs to all others”. Such unity is a mark of 

Christ’s Kingdom as it holds at its core that unbreakable unity we see in 

the Divine Trinity; Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

A third eternal value of Christ’s kingdom is that of forgiveness. This is 

probably the hardest for us to master, but the most essential. There is so 

much that could be said regarding forgiveness. So much depends upon 

the baggage we personally carry and the perspective we choose to take 

of the events in question. But simply put, forgiveness frees the heart and 

allows us to begin afresh. To carry a grudge or anger at another’s deeds 

(either real or imaginary), damages us in untold ways. Every grudge or 

act of retribution damages our soul. The world’s darkness is primarily a 

result of a remarkable reluctance in humans to forgive each other; the 

big things, the small things, the complex things and even the things for 

which the other person is completely unaware. And so a circle of 

destructive behaviour is entrenched deep into the way people think and 

act. Forgiveness is central to Christ’s kingdom values, and we must 

master it. “Father forgive them, for they know not what they do”, Christ 

says whilst himself hanging from the Cross.  

A fourth value is one of sharing all things in common. In the Acts of the 

Apostles, we see the early church growing up under this very model. 

There was no greater sin in the community than to have riches and 

refuse to share them with those less fortunate or the community at large. 

This isn’t just for convenience or to provide capital, but because it is an 

essential characteristic that they see modelled through Christ in the 

values he teaches and are recognised as being eternal values that will 

be a part of Christ’s eternal kingdom. In the Acts of the Apostles chapter 

two, Luke the author, tells us; “All the believers were together and had 

all things in common; they would sell their possessions and goods and 

distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need”.  

Fifth the value of devotion and worship. Christ’s Kingdom will see those 

who recognise his supremacy worshipping him as, to steal St Peter’s 

terminology, “a Royal Priesthood, a Holy Nation, God’s own people”. A 

royal priesthood engaged in an eternal banquet with the Lord as the 

gracious and merciful host. There is something about our worship and 

devotion, and especially our more liturgical style here at All Saints’, that 

lifts us into an eternal glory from time to time. We sense this fleetingly on 

occasion, but probably not as often as we should or would like. There 



are a whole host or reasons why this might be the case, but the eternal 

worship of Christ’s kingdom, of which we very occasionally get a 

glimpse, is exhilarating and yet entirely peach filled.  

There are no doubt many more Kingdom values one could characterise 

and this list is no way exhaustive. But with all of this talk of eternal 

Kingdom values, we need to be careful not to fall into the trap of 

believing there is nothing for us to do. Indeed, our own entry may be 

entirely dependent upon it.  

What is clear from the way the scriptures refer to these kingdom values 

is that it is our task, as the Church of today, to ensure that we model 

them as best we can in our own lives. Our own actions, and most 

importantly, intentions matter. Then we must begin searching for 

opportunities to reveal to others these kingdom values as they break 

through into our present realm.  

It is interesting to note where and when Jesus is credited with having 

spoken about his kingdom in today’s Gospel reading. He speaks these 

words directly in a private audience with Pilate, his would be 

executioner. Jesus does not declare it from the mountain top and he 

does not beat his own drum in front of the huge crowd – that is never 

Jesus’ way. Jesus waits until he is alone and vulnerable at the feat of 

Pilate to reveal his awesome power. But this revelation does not bring 

comfort, it brings turmoil upon a Pilate who is all too caught up in the 

twists and tangles of the world and its power structures. Pilate is left with 

a choice between the pursuit of eternal truth and the comfort he seeks in 

the world. And so we see a very contemporary script playing out in this 

two-thousand-year-old biography.  

We don’t find Jesus in the comfort. We find Jesus in the struggles and 

the challenges. We find him with the homeless, the refugee, the isolated, 

the poor, the disadvantaged, the sick, the confused. As Christ’s church 

in this place, how are we responding to this call of kingdom values upon 

us? How does this rock of faith, this powerhouse of prayer, that has sat 

at the centre of our town for over a thousand years continue the rich 

legacy today?  
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