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The Resurrection 

I wonder what the women were thinking as they approached the tomb. 

Of course, throughout the Gospel narrative we get a sense that it is the 

women who understand best what Jesus is doing. But when it comes to 

the journey to the tomb, they couldn’t possibly have imagined what they 

were to find.  

So they approach with fear and trepidation, not because they expect to 

encounter a risen Christ, but because they expect to encounter a 

tortured Christ. They come with embalming lotion and herbs. They are 

desperate to preserve what is left of the material body of Jesus. In their 

loss, they are plummeted into their past and all they can think of is 

preserving what little of it remains. At this moment they cannot think of 

the future. But if there was one thing that Jesus had taught them to 

expect, it was the unexpected. He had trained them to open their hearts 

and minds to God’s mysterious ways. If we are to understand the 

resurrection, we too must become open to the mysterious ways of God.  

To advance our knowledge in any field of study, we must be open to the 

fact that there may be more to a subject area than we already know. We 

may find this particularly difficult when such a truth goes beyond our 

understanding of the universe. For example, an astrologist cannot 

discover a new galaxy if they refuse to consider the possibility that there 

may be a new galaxy to find. The same is true for the resurrection. The 

resurrection suggests something that, in our everyday experience we are 

not used to seeing. The resurrection presents us with a new way of 

understanding our world. So our natural response may be one of doubt or 

scepticism. But we are in good company, even some of the disciples 

refused to believe it at first – St Thomas’ words spring to mind; ‘Unless I 

see the mark of the nails in his hands…I will not believe’.  
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But in order to understand the resurrection most fully, one has to at least 

be open to the fact that it is a possibility; that it could happen if God wished 

it to. Dare we contemplate such mysteries of God?  

Each of the Gospel writers, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John all tell of 

different experiences of the resurrection. Some are raw and feel slightly 

unfinished (a bit like our reading from Mark this morning). This could lead 

us to think that they are unreliable. But when you think about it, the fact 

that the resurrection accounts are so raw and unique; the fact that they 

haven’t all been polished off into a neat story, suggests that what they are 

retelling is based in truth; real events so surprising that the writers are 

struggling to find the words to describe it. The rawness of the resurrection 

narratives make them feel very real indeed – a little more like a fly on the 

wall documentary rather than an episode in a fictional drama. They sound 

and feel like individuals commentating on events that are unfolding before 

their eyes; beyond their experience and their comprehension.  

But one of the most compelling pieces of evidence for the resurrection is 

just how willing those first followers were to putting themselves in harm’s 

way. They clearly believe the truth of their own stories. Even under torture 

and the threat of execution, the Apostles and followers all refuse to deny 

the story. They willingly offer their lives as a testimony to Jesus’ 

resurrection and the building of the Church he inaugurates. These are not 

the actions of individuals who have made a story up.  

To believe in the resurrection is to believe that the new age has begun 

and the world is being transformed. It is to say that we believe that God is 

beginning to transform the world, ushering in the new kingdom.  

Jesus is not just resigned to history but is ingrained in the future too. 

Jesus’ followers share in his resurrection and are joined to him in the 



 
3 

 

heavenly future he has already begun. Every time we come together to 

think about Jesus, listen to his words, worship, break bread, our minds 

and bodies are simultaneously implanted into what happened 2000 years 

ago alongside our future in heaven. This is why what we do in church is 

important, it unties us with our past, present and future.  

Our future is in Jesus’ hands. But we choose how we respond. Every 

human being now finds out who they are, who they may become, and 

where they are going in relation to Jesus. One way or another, Jesus 

colours everything we know.  

In and through his resurrection, we recognise a Jesus who is without 

limits. His resurrection makes him the ultimate authority in the universe 

and he is alive and at large in the world. Jesus’ resurrection makes him 

alive, free and always active. He acts eternally, unceasingly and without 

limit. The new age is completely shaped by Jesus’ action in the world.  

John’s Gospel tells us that, Jesus remains in the ‘Father’s bosom’ 

wherever he is.1 That means we are invited to occupy a space with God 

in Jesus’ name. If we own him, then Jesus gives us life so abundant that 

we will not be able to resist joining in the chorus of praise and joviality at 

God’s eternal banquet. 

We are his body on earth, and we have been called into the community 

that he created. A community we call the Church. We call ourselves the 

body of Christ, for we are his identity in the world. 

The Church is called to be a community living in the resurrection. Jesus is 

active in our gathering. As we draw together we stand with Jesus in the 

                                                
1 John 1:18 
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life he now lives in God. Jesus, alive in God, sends us his Holy Spirit. It is 

this Spirit that gives the Church, God’s people, direction.  

But above all, it shows that human beings matter to God. That God is so 

merciful that he is willing to do all this so that we might taste eternity. But 

not just for me, but for you and every human being on earth. We are 

human because God created us like this; to be in communion with each 

other, to be in communion with all creation, to be in communion with God 

through his Resurrected Son. And I am forced to recognise that my 

actions might have thousands of untold consequences for other people. 

This is our ‘being’ and it is true for every single human being, no matter 

where or when we might meet them. The resurrection demands that I 

respect every individual’s human dignity and mutual flourishing.  It 

demands that I ‘love them as myself’.2 

But more than this. If Jesus is truly risen, then humanity has a destiny. 

The resurrection reveals that humanity is not just created to die and 

disintegrate. Death cannot defeat us. The resurrection reveals our eternal 

destiny. And the only benchmark is FAITH – entering into the Church that 

Jesus began, in which the Spirit is active and drawing every member 

deeper into the presence of God.  

The world has then changed, and the new era has dawned. God has acted 

decisively in the resurrection of his son. God’s new kingdom of peace is 

coming into the world. We are called as one body to seek its coming and 

to proclaim this Good News for all. And all the time, Jesus prays within us 

speaking into the core of our beings, the centre of our hearts. Revealing 

to us, little by little, his divine purpose for our lives and speaking to us 

words of wisdom, compassion and peace. And it is here, in our hearts, 

                                                
2 Mark 12:31; Luke 10:27 
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that we can see the way the world will be. It is in the centre of our being 

that we see the path that leads to all eternity. Called into the glorious 

presence of the God who loved us before the world began and does not 

waste a single thing that he has made.  

And the Angel said to them; “Don’t be alarmed,” “You are looking for Jesus 

the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here…go, tell 

his disciples, ‘He is going ahead of you...’” 

Amen 
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