
3rd Week of Lent 2018 – Jn 2:13-22 

There are many things to rejoice in when we consider our Anglican 

liturgical inheritance. Beautiful symbolism, order and integrity, rich and 

varied music, the lectionary… to name but a few. The lectionary is a 

resource that sets our readings each week and is required to be used in 

all Church of England churches. Although it has been updated from time 

to time, it has nonetheless remained pretty standardised for many 

centuries.  

The thing about the lectionary is that it stops us from picking and 

choosing what bits of the bible we read according to our own whims. It 

stops us from only reflecting upon the parts that we are comfortable with. 

By forcing us to reflect on the difficult bits as well, it helps us grow a 

more rounded, real and truthful faith. The remarkable thing about the 

lectionary is the way that God so often talks to us through it – the set 

readings regularly seem to speak into a situation or concern that we 

have.  

The other thing that sometimes happens with the lectionary is that God 

has a bit of a laugh with us, especially the preacher, by saying ‘here you 

go, see what you make out of that one’. I wonder if that is what God is 

doing today by giving us the cleansing of the temple as the Gospel 

reading for my first Sunday as Vicar of All Saints? Is it a parody or a 

prompt? Does this temple need cleansing?  

Well don’t worry, this church is lovely and I am very happy with so much 

of what goes on here. So I don’t feel that God is prompting me to 

suddenly fly into a rage. So let us ponder what God may be doing by 

giving us these readings this morning.  



In order to do so, we are going to start by looking at today’s Old 

Testament reading – most especially the 10 commandments. There are 

endless Jewish jokes that betray the terror that these Ten Laws from 

Sinai can instil. My favourite is this one 

Do you have a headache? Then do what Moses did: take two tablets.  

But are such jokes irreverent? Well, they’re just answering a desire from 

within for safe space between us and God. God’s proximity can be 

unnerving. So, in different ways we all conjure that space and distance. 

You see in the 10 commandments God’s judgement feels very close, 

just as the Israelites must have felt it whilst the ground shook with 

earthquakes, wind and fire at Sinai. But it is not only when God comes 

close in judgement that people shrink away. We see in the Old 

Testament that as God makes provision for his presence to accompany 

his people, by building a tabernacle to remind them that he is with them, 

it becomes threatening to them. So when Moses is delayed on the 

mountain a darker perversion of reverence comes into play in the form of 

a Golden Calf; one they can control and manipulate to their own ends. 

Sometimes, humanity prefers the idea of empty worship and symbols of 

nothingness rather than sit close in God’s presence. 

Paul is speaking about something similar in our second reading from 1 

Corinthians. Just like the Golden Calf, we have made the image of the 

cross safe by removing Christ’s body and making it into jewellery or 

groovy t-shirts. We have cleansed it of its symbolic power and forget that 

the cross is a machine of torture and death. But when Paul speaks of the 

power of God being revealed in the cross, he is not speaking to an 

average 21st Century audience. To his contemporaries Paul must have 

sounded like a madman. The cross was surely not the symbol of God’s 

power, but his weakness. The cross was the instrument on which the 



Roman Empire crushed its enemies and opponents. On the cross they 

have crushed Christ. Only the powerless die on the cross and Paul will 

have witnessed this many times, first-hand. Surely it is foolishness to 

suggest that God dying on the cross actually reveals his victory – I 

mean, how can it? 

But Paul sees precisely how God uses this symbol of torture to reveal 

his power, and in his letter to the Corinthians he outlines why. This act of 

foolishness actually reveals God’s wisdom. God turns it all on its head. 

Through the resurrection, the cross no longer represents death, but the 

route to eternal life. The cross becomes the symbol of hope and 

resurrected life for all. And so, the cross is the point at which God’s ways 

and human ways become completely irreconcilable. But Paul is 

convinced that those who continue putting their trust in human wisdom, 

will not recognise it. The things humanity holds dear, worldly wealth, 

power and prosperity will not do you much good. God does not reveal 

the power of the cross to individuals because they deserve to be 

chosen; quite the reverse, God often chooses those who are 

undeserving by human logic as those who are to recognise its truth.   

Which moves us finally onto the passage we started with. The cleansing 

of the Temple in the Gospel of John. The most significant part of this 

chapter is not Jesus’ actions, but his words. After he has driven the 

traders out of the Temple and then told them off, he is challenged by 

some of the bystanders. They ask him for a sign that will justify his 

actions. He responds; ‘Destroy this Temple and in three days I will raise 

it up’. They are incredulous and confused. On several occasions the 

things that Jesus says are taken up literally or superficially by his 

hearers only for Jesus to reveal to them a deeper meaning. This time it 

is his opponents who take him literally. Jesus on this occasion does not 



correct them. Indeed, it is this misunderstanding that plays its own small 

part in his untimely death.  

But it is his disciples who, following his resurrection, gradually come to 

see for themselves, through their life in the Church, what he may have 

meant. As they begin to belong to the Body of Christ, and better 

understand that belonging, they find they are a living temple, not made 

of bricks and mortar, nor by human hands, but called together under 

God and the power of the cross to transform the world through 

compassion and mercy. This can only happen through God’s own 

wisdom and not human design.  

And so it seems that God didn’t give us these readings this morning to 

laugh at our expense, but simply to remind us that we are his chosen. 

We are the Body of Christ today and as such we must not distance 

ourselves from him nor replace him with other idols or passions. As his 

living temple he calls us into community together and we must learn to 

sit in his presence. We must allow him to move us deeper into 

relationship with him and with one another.  

Amen.  
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