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All Saints’ Parish Church, Orpington 
 
“Without worship you shrink, it’s as brutal as that...” 
 
So says Martin Dysart the psychiatrist in Peter Shaffer’s play, 
Equus. 
 
But that shrinking and diminution is not only personal, it is also 
social – if we were to look in now at The Glades  and Bluewater 
we would see thousands of people worshipping in that 
consumerist temple finding some form of pleasure and fulfilment. 
 
The trouble is that we so often worship the wrong things and 
mostly ourselves. 
 
Our post Brexit Britain is now obsessed by the material cost and 
implications of the EU referendum decision as well as the 
extraordinary political fallout. 
 
Yet at the same time we are ignoring the values that undergird 
and determine our society, our political, social and economic 
vision and the lessons that we might learn from the past, one 
another and above all, the revelation of God himself. 
 
The past week has also seen the publication of the Chilcot 
Report on the Iraq War, the ugly and disturbing combination of 
racism and guns resulting in the murders in Dallas, Texas and 
the ever-brooding terror and murder of the Middle East, ISIS and 
radical Islam. 
 
And on this July morning we gather to celebrate our church’s 
dedication festival when this new church was consecrated in 
1958. 
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Our readings present us with King’s David’s prayer that his son 
Solomon would build the Temple to the praise and glory of God 
as a house of his abiding presence among his people. 
 
The subsequent years reveal that neither history nor God can be 
contained or sustained by a building made by human hands. 
 
As human beings we need material security and identity in our 
apprehension of God and the life of the spirit. 
 
The Temple and places of worship are powerful places, holy 
places, where we gather and are touched by that power and 
beauty and truth and love that come from God. 
 
But it also goes wrong.  We misunderstand the delicate 
relationship in which our strengths and needs are always 
eclipsed and set in perspective by the presence of God.  
 
Instead we inhabit not only God’s house but also his power and 
his purposes and assume them as being the same as what we 
think and need and want. 
 
Sometimes we sidestep this by taking up the heresy of dualism 
and carve up life into the material world – which is ours but bad – 
and the spiritual world – which is good and is God’s. 
 
Our Gospel reading indicated that Jesus was and is acutely 
aware of these problems 
 
In the cleansing of the Temple, Jesus takes on the 
commercialisation and profiteering of the holy and also the 
exclusion of many for the privilege and promotion of the few.  It 
was Gentile money and the world outside Israel that was truly 
being excluded from the life and worship of God’s Temple. 
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Jesus is protesting that Israel had failed to fulfil her universal 
mission to humankind and thought that she could get away with 
preserving the mere externals of ceremonial and sacrificial 
worship. 
 
Neither the building nor the words, music and silence are 
enough: it is our lives and personalities, the totality of our 
individual lives and the common life of God’s people on earth and 
in heaven that constitute the worship of God and the context of 
his presence. 
 
St Paul in his letter to the Ephesians reminds us that Jesus Christ 
is the cornerstone and we are all built into one structure, a holy 
temple, a dwelling-place for God. 
 
It is this mystery and this truth that liturgy brings to life and 
enables us to be touched and fed and changed and for all the 
world to be invited into the tangible friendship of God through 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Our worship in church is so much more than the other duties and 
joys of our daily lives: we enter a story and dimension beyond all 
else – by offering our time, our minds, hearts and lives to God as 
his people we cross the threshold of time and eternity, of earth 
and heaven. 
 
Quite simply, we become the story that we are recalling through 
the scriptures and God in Jesus Christ is present in a unique and 
miraculous way. 
 
The Eucharist makes the Church: Jesus commanded to us to 
remember him every time we come to eat together.  This is not 
the whim of a vicar or a synod: this is God’s will that we gather to 
eat and share in his life. 
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The Eucharist is the drama of the Christ event which involves the 
sanctification and transformation of humanity and the world. 
 
This morning we come not to forget the manifold problems that 
beset the world, the nation, our locality, families and individual 
lives but to give them honestly and fully to God. 
 
Our differences and failings are remade as only God can do if we 
receive him, his body and blood, his life and his promises, to live 
out as we leave this holy place. 
 
So liturgy is about transformation – God’s transformation of us 
and the whole world. 
 
It is also about the sanctification of time: morning and evening 
prayer commit the day that is to come and the day that is coming 
to a close to God and by that twice daily discipline to see the new 
things that we can only see by God’s grace and presence. 
 
Yes, worship is a way of living, love’s way of living. 
 
You and I are not the centre of the world and through liturgy we 
see in a different way, God’s way. 
 
“Without worship you shrink, it’s as brutal as that...” 
 
The liturgy is something that we inherit – it is part of the tradition 
of Christ’s church but it must also be a living and dynamic 
experience of the present moment and a vision and invitation into 
the future. 
 
I live and work at Rochester Cathedral and as the Canon 
Precentor have the responsibility for the cathedral’s worship and 
music. 
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It is exciting to work with the spaces and scale of a large 
cathedral church where we have the daily resources of vergers, 
stewards and particularly professional musicians and singers. 
 
Yet, the heart of liturgy is simplicity: the simplicity of encounter 
and mystery. 
 
This encounter is like no other. 
 
I hope and pray that this extraordinary gift and experience of God 
can be shared more fully with the world. 
 
For it is in this context that intellectual debate, artistic adventure 
in the realm of imagination and challenge along with Christ’s care 
for all people need to reach out to the whole world. 
 
To fulfil Christ’s mission, the whole world must be brought 
through us into our worship and the presence of Christ in word 
and sacrament. 
 
And as players in God’s drama, our own homes too need to be 
places of encounter and mystery. 
 
Our tables need to offer the hospitality of God in food and fun 
and relaxation and belonging. 
 
Prayer needs to feel natural and be that authentic voice of love 
which recognises its source in God himself. 
 
On this Dedication Festival, as we give thanks for this beautiful 
church let us pray that God will always be its centre, that his life 
will be lived beyond these walls and that every worshipper plays 
his or her part in the liturgy and in speaking out and living 
faithfully in the world. 
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Liturgy is political. 
 
Liturgy is creative and risky. 
 
Liturgy is rooted in God incarnate in Jesus. 
 
Liturgy is the oxygen of heaven, the joy of the realm of 
imagination. 
 
You cannot bottle it and market it.   
You can take it to the Glades or Bluewater but you cannot sell it! 

 
It is the taste and glimpse of heaven day by day and week by 
week. 
 
It is more than sunsets or symphonies; it is God in us, around us 
and beyond us making us something beyond our understanding. 
 
And it happens here in Bark Hart Road, Orpington – and nothing 
else on earth can ever apprehend this gift, this reality, this 
promise. 

 

Christ comes in the breaking of the bread:  

now heav’n and earth are one. 

Time’s veil dissolves away in Jesus, God’s own Son: 

The eucharistic feast makes us Christ’s salt and yeast. 

Christ comes in the breaking of the bread:  

now heav’n and earth are one. 

(Neil Thompson 2000) 
 

Amen. 


