
All Saints’ Weekly Newsletter 

19 April – 25 April 2020 

 

Notices 
 
Coronavirus Update: Public Worship has been suspended indefinitely by the Church of England and the 
building is closed until further notice.  Please see Facebook and the website for ideas for prayer, worship 
and study at this difficult time.  While public worship is suspended weekly notices will include the “In 
need of our prayers” as well as the “anniversaries” section from the pew sheet. 
 
Electoral Roll: The revision of the electoral roll will now be extended until 28 days before the delayed 
APCM.  Forms are available from Jean Reeve, the Electoral Roll Officer, or email the church office on 
allsaintsorpington@gmail.com who will forward on your request to Jean). 
 
Our New Vicar: News today that the lockdown is being extended for another three weeks has not 
helped us to plan for an end to the interregnum.  However, health experts on television this morning 
have said that lockdown has had the desired effect.  They had initially hoped that the result would be 
that persons with the virus, under the lockdown, would ultimately infect a reduced number of 1.5.  The 
actual number is less than 1, which is very encouraging.  As soon as restrictions are lifted we can go 
ahead with further planning for the Induction and Installation, as all the work that had been done 
previously is ready to be put into action.  George is keen to join the life of All Saints’ and indeed took 
part in a Zoom joint meeting this week of the Standing Committee and the Church Finance Committee, 
which discussed the effect of the virus on the church finances and what action needed to be taken.   
Our prayers are with him and Yun Lee and we hope they both stay safe and well. 

 

STOP PRESS! Important foodbank update. 
The foodbank is under extreme strain at this very challenging time, with more people than ever needing 
help. The Project Manager receives over 200 emails, phone calls and other messages per day, and there 
aren't enough hours in the day to answer them.  
Details of how to donate financially are on the website:    
https://bromleyborough.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-money/.   
There is a link to 'Now Donate' if you wish to donate online, using Pay Pal or a credit card. Alternatively, 
cheque or cash donations may be sent: c/o Orpington Baptist Church, Station Road, Orpington, BR6 0RZ. 
 
From Monday 20th April all the foodbank centres will be closed to clients and the warehouse for 
receiving donations for the duration of the pandemic. Clients will be served by a delivery service, using 
a team of volunteers. The closures are in order to prevent people coming into close proximity with one 
another. Volunteers with past referral experience in connection with the foodbank will be sought to 
help man telephones.  
 
Food donations can still be taken to the Oak Community Church, 345 Chipperfield Road, St. Paul's 
Cray, BR5 2LJ on Mondays and Thursdays 10am -12 noon. 
Shoppers can continue to use the supermarket collection points to leave donations. 
 
These are currently the most needed items: tinned potatoes (desperately needed!), baked beans, 
squash, tinned fruit, custard, rice pudding and pulses.   
The following are not needed: tomatoes, soup, vegetables, coffee and fish. 



 
In Need of our Prayers 

 
All those affected by the Coronavirus, including: 

people helping those in need, charity workers and the Foodbank team trying to ensure  
provisions are available to vulnerable families 

all people working through lockdown, including those in supermarkets and pharmacies, teachers,  
train and bus drivers, delivery drivers and funeral directors 

all hospital staff, working in very stressful circumstances, and those in their care, in ICU, including our 
Prime Minister, Boris Johnson 

 
the Hussey family would appreciate your prayers following the sudden passing of Alan’s mother, Pam 

(not due to Covid 19) 

 
Jane Bradstreet, Pat Cutter, Malcolm Dixon, Jean Fribence, Jean Giles, 

Brenda Gooding, Katie H, Pauline Hill, Ralph Ingram, Carol Jeffery, Carol King, 

Chris Kitchener, Jeff Lovell, Pam Mercer, Ruth Pooley, Jenny Scrivener,  

Leslie Wellham, Ron White, John Williams, Roma Wright, Lauren 

 

Those who have died recently 

Joyce Harris, Bridget Horslen and Pam Hussey 

May they rest in peace, and rise in glory 

 
Anniversaries of the deaths of loved ones 

Dorothy Miles, Cyril (Jack) Homes, Louisa & George Driscoll, Elsie Hill, 

Edith & Bertie Whitehouse, Stanley Osborne, Andrew Oram, Matthew Gotts, 

Mary Gammon, John Hart, Norman Castle, Richard & Lilian Gidley, Anthony Finlay 

 

A few of us are still using the ‘Our Prayer’ booklets to pray daily for All Saints’.  If you would like to join this, please 
let Gill or Vanessa know. We can send you the text by email. 

 



News 
 

This is issue number three of our weekly news from All Saints’. 

 

19th April this year is what is often called ‘Low Sunday’, which I was always taught is the second most important 
Sunday of the Church’s year! We hope that you’ve all had a blessed Easter Octave despite the sad and difficult 
times we’re living through. May Easter blessings continue to be with you! 
 

This is from the Taizé Community’s prayers for 
Easter Week: 
 

“Alleluia! Christ is risen, Alleluia! 

-- Truly he is risen, Alleluia, alleluia! 

The stone has been rolled away, Alleluia! 

-- From the mouth of the tomb, Alleluia, alleluia! 

He is not among the dead anymore, Alleluia! 

-- The Living One is risen again, Alleluia, alleluia! 

He has conquered by the Cross, Alleluia! 

-- He has come out of the tomb, Alleluia, alleluia! 

Alleluia, our hope is in him, Alleluia! 

-- He will take us into glory, Alleluia, alleluia!” 

 

 

From David Scrivener: 

SNEAKED IN, SNEAKED OUT BUT DON’T TELL PLEASE 

Many of you may remember, that when Jenny was taken into Care, the very last thing she and I 
discussed was a re-design of our garden. Of course, Jenny will never be able to see her ideas in situ, but I 
am still going ahead with the re-design to incorporate her wishes. 

It was a major change. Out with that, move that, get that looking better. Thus, the current self-isolating 
period coupled with excellent weather has finally got me going!! 

It will be a long, slow and quite costly change but time is something in abundance. Consequently, the 
back garden looks more like a spoil heap than a garden. Hedges are out, fences are down (but that was 
an unexpected and unwanted extra due to Storm Ciara) old apple trees are being cut back and/or 
removed, grass area being changed and so on. 

My cancer, coupled with a ‘wonky’ knee, means progress is at my pace, somewhat slower than slow. 

Despite the work, I am attempting to keep a small semblance of normality with tub planting rather than 
garden planting. We shall see! 

I will try to remember to update the position as work progresses and, oh yes, please don’t let David 
House know that I sneaked into the cemetery, gave the roses their first dose of blood, fish and bone 
meal, then sneaked out again without being seen!  

 



                                            

 

And a poem from Scriv’s cousin in Portugal: 

 
💙 NHS 💙 
 
I'll tell you a tale, that's been recently written, 
Of a powerful army, so Great it saved Britain, 
They didn't have bombs and they didn't have planes, 
They fought with their hearts and they fought with their brains, 
They didn't have bullets, armed just with a mask, 
We sent them to war, with one simple task, 
To show us the way, to lead and inspire us, 
To protect us from harm and fight off the virus, 
It couldn't be stopped by our bullet proof vests, 
An invisible enemy, invaded our chests, 
So we called on our weapon, our soldiers in Blue, 
"All Doctors, All Nurses, Your Country needs you" 
We clapped on our streets, hearts bursting with pride, 
As they went off to war, while we stayed inside, 
They struggled at first, as they searched for supplies, 
But they stared down the virus, in the whites of its eyes, 
They leaped from the trenches and didn't think twice, 
Some never came back, the ultimate price, 
So tired, so weary, yet still they fought on, 
As the virus was beaten and the battle was won, 
The many of us, owe so much, to so few, 
The brave and the bold, our heroes in Blue, 
So let's line the streets and remember our debt 
We love you, our NHS heroes, 
Lest we forget.......... 💙 

 



 
Primroses in Cornwall last year. 

Another poem to finish with: 

O Christ who holds the open gate, 

O Christ who drives the furrow straight, 

O Christ, the plough, O Christ, the laughter 

Of holy white birds flying after, 

Lo, all my heart’s field red and torn, 

And Thou wilt bring the young green corn 

The young green corn divinely springing, 

The young green corn for ever singing; 

And when the field is fresh and fair 

Thy blessed feet shall glitter there 

And we will walk the weeded field, 

And tell the golden harvest’s yield, 

The corn that makes the holy bread 

By which the soul of man is fed, 

The holy bread, the food unpriced, 

Thy everlasting mercy, Christ. 

 

From ‘The Everlasting Mercy’, by John Masefield 

 



Please keep your contributions coming! 

Photos or articles for next week’s newsletter and also for the magazine will be gratefully accepted. 

Please email them to vanessa.m.dixon@btinternet.com and gillsinclair@outlook.com 

 

Any church member in need of help should please contact John Pentlow on j.pentlow@btinternet.com 

John will try to co-ordinate help for you. 

 

New prayer requests should be sent to the church office on allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 

 

How are you doing? Please let us know. 

 

Our very best wishes and prayers to you all for good health and a very blessed Eastertide!   

 

Gill and Vanessa  

 

 




