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Notices 
 
Coronavirus Update: Public Worship has been suspended indefinitely by the Church of England and the 
building is closed until further notice.  Please see Facebook and the website for ideas for prayer, worship 
and study at this difficult time.  While public worship is suspended weekly notices will include the “In 
need of our prayers” as well as the “anniversaries” section from the pew sheet. 
 
Electoral Roll: The revision of the electoral roll will now be extended until 28 days before the delayed 
APCM.  Forms are available from Jean Reeve, the Electoral Roll Officer, or email the church office on 
allsaintsorpington@gmail.com who will forward on your request to Jean). 
 
Our New Vicar:   
There is a Trinity Sunday message from George below in the ‘News’ section. 
Please keep George and Yun Lee in your prayers.  God bless them and keep them safe. 
  
Foodbank update: A detailed update newsletter from the Project Manager is expected soon. Food 
parcels are being delivered to clients by a team of volunteers with help from the churches of Transform 
Bromley Borough.  Seven days’ worth of food is now being supplied to clients, rather than three. 
Volunteers are packing these food parcels at the warehouse on Tuesday afternoons. 
The most needed items are now:  
 
Toothbrushes 
Shampoo 
Baby wipes 
Washing detergent 
Washing up liquid 
Ladies deodorants 
Razors 
 
The foodbank has a Just Giving page here: 
 https://www.justgiving.com/bromleyboroughfoodbank 
This should make online donating simpler.  
Alternatively, cheque or cash donations should be sent: c/o Orpington Baptist Church, Station Road, 
Orpington, BR6 0RZ. 

Food donations can still be taken to the Oak Community Church, 345 Chipperfield Road, St. Paul's Cray, 
BR5 2LJ on Mondays and Thursdays 10am -12 noon. 
Shoppers can continue to use the supermarket collection points to leave donations.   
Thank you for your continued support! 



 

In Need of our Prayers 
 

All those affected by the Coronavirus, including: 
people helping those in need, charity workers and the Foodbank team trying to ensure  

that provisions are available to vulnerable families 
all people working through lockdown, including those in supermarkets and pharmacies,  

teachers, train and bus drivers, delivery drivers and funeral directors 
all hospital staff, working in very stressful circumstances, and those in their care, in ICU. 

 
Jean Barbour, Jane Bradstreet, Pat Cutter, Jean Fribence, Brenda Gooding,  

Katie H, Pauline Hill, Ralph Ingram, Carol Jeffery, Jean Jones, Carol King, 

Chris Kitchener, Pam Langley, Jeff Lovell, Kath Misselbrook, Ruth Pooley, Jenny Scrivener,  

Leslie Wellham, Ron White, John Williams, Roma Wright, Lauren 

 
Please pray for those in the PRUH chaplaincy team as they continue to support staff,  

patients and relatives  
 

Those who have died recently 

Betty Burville, Jean Giles and Keith Parry 

 

May they rest in peace, and rise in glory 

 
Anniversaries of the deaths of loved ones 

William (Bill) Lake, Doris & John Chivers, Rex & Kathleen Carpenter, Anna & John Cryer, Robert Corbett, 

Robert Emery, Harry Hales, Arthur Waters, Rae Bennett, Alice Spencer-May, Maureen Dennett 

 

A few of us are still using the ‘Our Prayer’ booklets to pray daily for All Saints’.  If you would like to join 
this, please let Gill or Vanessa know. We can send you the text by email. 
 



 

News 
 

This is issue number eleven of our weekly news from All Saints’.   
 
This week’s message from the Rev’d. George Rogers:
 

“The Holy Trinity” 

The notion of God as three but one emerged out of the first three hundred years of the church’s life as 
its best thinkers tried to work out what it meant to say “Jesus is Lord,” that word in the Old Testament 
which is virtually synonymous with God, and who, since the book of Deuteronomy, God’s people have 
worshiped as the only God. At the same time the church was trying to understand how the Holy Spirit 
encountered at Pentecost could be both the Spirit of God which had been promised by Jesus upon his 
return to “The Father” and the Spirit of Christ, who, as we hear in the Gospel, had promised not to leave 
them desolate, but to be with them always, to the end of the age. 

God, the almighty and eternal One, whose breath at the beginning of creation hovered over the 
formless void, was the same God who breathed that life-giving breath into Adam to turn clay into a 
living being. As God’s Spirit had brooded over creation, as it had brought humanity to life, it had also 
seized and spoken through prophets, one of whom promised that the Spirit would ultimately descend 
on all God’s people. There was a connection between Pentecost and creation—the Holy Spirit—whom 
they’d name in the creed as “the Lord, the giver of life.” 

But there was also a connection between the God they knew behind creation, and the Lord they knew 
who had died, been raised, and with all power and authority in both heaven and earth had sent them 
forth to make disciples of all peoples. That connection was nothing less than that same Spirit. The Spirit 
of God was and is who holds the Father and the Son in unity. But this bond is more than a tether tying 
one to the other. This bond of unity is so pervasive that what belongs to one belongs to all, what one 
does, all do. Though each of the three has a special relationship, not only to one another, but also to the 
world, each also participates fully in the work of the other. Creation wasn’t just the work of the one 
Jesus called “Father.” The Father, Son and Spirit were creators in the beginning. Just as Father, Son and 
Spirit were redeeming the world in the incarnation, life, death and resurrection of the Son. Father, Son 
and Spirit continue to sustain the world as it moves to its ultimate point of redemption, when God will 
make all things new in the resurrection of the dead. It’s why the phrase “Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer” 
is a dreadful metaphor for the Triune God. Those are actions or tasks in which all three play a part, and 
therefore they don’t distinguish the relationships either to one another or to us. “Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit are names which speak of relationships unique to each of the three. 

But the three aren’t separate gods, but the one God who has revealed his very self to the world in these 
three faces: the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit. The 
grace they knew first hand. Jesus had done for them what they couldn’t do for themselves: he’d opened 
the door into the heart of God, and in doing so had given them a new status as beloved children of God. 
As Jesus has called God “Father,” so too were they able. But the name isn’t a description of God, as 
though God were male. They knew their scriptures, they knew that when God created humanity in 
God’s image, it was as male and female. As God transcends that which God created, so God transcends 
the divisions we know as male and female. The word “Father” isn’t about gender, but about 
relationship. What Jesus had done enabled them to rush into God’s presence as those who were as 
beloved as was the other child—the Only Begotten Son of the Father through whom God had first made 
all things. What he’d done was pure grace. 



 

But that grace had been driven by something more preeminent still, God’s love. God so loved the world 
that he gave his only son, that whoever believes in him might not perish, but have everlasting life. That’s 
what lies behind the grace of their Lord Jesus Christ: the love of God. And all of that is united by nothing 
less than the communion and fellowship of the Holy Spirit. 

The Spirit was the link by which the disciples had found themselves connected to the risen Lord, 
following his ascension. The Spirit is the link through whom the faithful have found the risen Lord 
present in their preaching, teaching, healing, and baptising, in their prayers, their breaking of bread, and 
common life. The Spirit was and is like a conduit which joins them and us to God, even as it holds the 
Father and the Son in eternal unity. The Spirit was the one through whom they and we experience God, 
the present tense of God! The word koinonia is multidimensional. It means community, together in 
common purpose, mutual relationship, sharing partnership, and contribution—to be held together in 
common because of that connection. When we pray for the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, we’re not 
simply praying for the presence of God’s Spirit, we’re praying to be bound by God’s Spirit to one another 
in precisely the same way the Father and Son are bound together in the Spirit. To know the communion 
and fellowship of the Holy Spirit is not only to be empowered by the one who is the Lord and giver of 
life, but also to be bonded with, united to, infused by that power which bonds Son to Father and Father 
to Son, and binds both of them to us. 

The communion of the Spirit comes from the Father through the Son and into our lives. It’s what causes 
us to know God in the first place and call Jesus Lord. That fellowship is signed and sealed in our lives 
when we are baptised. That communion continues to link us to God, whether we’re in prayer, or are 
listening for God to speak in a lesson, anthem, hymn or sermon, or are experiencing God’s presence in 
the Eucharist. When we’re gathered in worship, we’re in the communion of the Holy Spirit: we’re 
praying to the Father, through the Son, by or in the Holy Spirit. It’s the Spirit which urges us to call on 
God in the first place. But it’s not limited to only these moments of worship. 

 

Being in the Spirit is more than prayer and worship. It’s the same communion, same fellowship which 
emerges in one of those other moments when we’re suddenly aware that we’ve been encountered 
afresh by the Holy. When we’re in a committee meeting, a choir rehearsal, a mission project, at the 
coffee hour, we’re in the communion of the Holy Spirit. It’s the bond by which we’re drawn into the 
Holy Trinity and made one with not only God, but also one another. God’s unity includes the addition of 
you and me. Just as one, plus one, plus one, plus one, plus ..., equals the one people we know in this 
place, so too, in the Holy Spirit of God, you and I are drawn into the divine unity of God’s life and love, a 
connection so strong nothing shall ever separate us from it. 



 

Another quotations quiz from John Pentlow: 

Who said or wrote these? 
  
1.  “It is not that I am afraid to die – its just that I do not want to be there when it happens” 
  
2.  “America is the only country that went from barbarism to decadence without civilization in between” 
  
3.  “An instinctive taste tells men to build churches with spires and steeples which point as a silent finger 
to the sky and stars” 
  
4. “My powers are ordinary, only my application brings me success.” 
  
5.  “A celebrity is a person who works hard all their lives to be well known, and then wears dark glasses 
to avoid being recognised.” 
  
6.  “I am extraordinarily patient – provided I get my own way in the end.” 
  
7.  “I enjoy convalescence – it makes illness worthwhile!” 
  
  
The editor knew one answer this time. I’m sure most of you can do better! The answers are towards the 
end of this newsletter. 
 
 

Lockdown Haircut 

 

Always up for an artistic (?!) challenge Geoffrey agreed to cut my hair during lockdown. The cutting 
went pretty well, the problem was ridding anything I was wearing from the resulting extremely 
tenacious hairs, despite my attempts to cover myself from head to toe. It took me most of the rest of 
the day. 

We finally won on the third occasion – I covered myself with my outdoor bad weather gear which I 
usually only wear on visits to the Lake District; waterproof jacket and trousers. Perfect! Photographs not 
available! 

Maggie Dawson 

 

Online Julian Group meeting                                         

Seven of us gathered via Zoom on 2nd June. The next session will be scheduled for 16th June at 2 pm. If 
you think you might like to try to join us, please email me on vanessa.m.dixon@btinternet.com  and I’ll 
send you the necessary link.       
 



 
This week’s beautiful photographs: 
 
Maggie Dawson writes: after a tip off from Sally and Gerald another visit to The Priory produced this 
photo of a mallard and her ducklings, very conveniently posed on a log on the pond. 
 

 
 

And Geoff Dawson sent in these photos from their visit to Priory Gardens 

  

 

 

Photos sent in from Terry Rayfield: 

  

Rhododendrons and Azaleas    Tall Bearded Iris – “Starship Enterprise”  

 



 

In The Garden, by David Scrivener: 

It really is too dry with bone-hard, almost concrete format soil, to commit to anything worthwhile in the 
garden. 

The bedding plants, well mine at least, are sitting in their pots and planters just longing for some real 
water from the sky. You can increase your water bill by watering each and every day, but nothing 
improves the growth of a plant better than rainwater! 

My garden is being re-designed in line with Jenny’s wishes before she was taken so unwell. We had 
discussed some changes – some minor, others more time consuming. 

One change was to remove a 50 feet hedge which over the years had become weak and needed to 
come down. That was duly done but has left a view of the fence that stood behind it, looking like the 
side of a battleship – very green and very flat and very bland! Work in hand! 

On the other side of the garden stands a similar hedge but in a much better condition apart from one 
hiccough! Despite that hedge also having a six-feet fence behind it, the head of the local fox population 
has taken to ‘high-jump’ exercise and will insist on leaping over the fence from my neighbour’s ‘jungle 
and into my garden. His ability to clear both fence and hedge has not yet been mastered and he leaps 
over the fence but lands in the hedge! Included in my daily routine is repairing his landing spot! 

The fence, taken down by earlier storms, still awaits repair and, despite three ‘promises’, no contractor 
has provided the required quotation! 

We do what we can. Despite Coronavirus, concrete soil, no rain and leaping foxes, some plants manage 
to survive. Thank the Lord for nature. 

Scriv 

     

               

Asian Virginsbower Clematis     First peony bloom 

(Photos above also from Scriv) 

    



 

Young Saints     

Catherine King writes:  Young Saints celebrated the feast of Pentecost with a session on the fruits of the 
Holy Spirit.  We learnt about Pentecost, what it means and why we celebrate it. We then talked about 
the fruits of the Holy Spirit - love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and 
self-control. We listened to a song on YouTube and used the following prayer. 

 

We thank you God for sending your Holy Spirit.  Please fill us each day with the fruits of the Holy Spirit 
that we have the power to live for Jesus and let his love shine in our lives. Amen. 

 

We also prayed for all the children and teachers returning to classrooms this week. 

 

Our activity was to make something to remind us of the fruits. Here are some of our creations: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Answers to John’s quotations quiz: 
 
1.  Woody Allen 
  
2.  Oscar Wilde 
  
3.  Samuel Taylor Coleridge 
  
4.  Sir Isaac Newton 
  
5.  Fred A Allen (American Comedian) 
  
6.  Margaret Thatcher 
  
7.  George Bernard Shaw 
  
 
 
Please keep your contributions coming! 

Photos or articles for next week’s newsletter and also for the magazine will be gratefully accepted. 

Please email them to vanessa.m.dixon@btinternet.com and gillsinclair@outlook.com 

 

Any church member in need of help should please contact John Pentlow on j.pentlow@btinternet.com 

John will try to co-ordinate help for you. 

 

New prayer requests should be sent to the church office on allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 

 

How are you doing? Please let us know. 

Our very best wishes and prayers to you all for continuing good health in ‘Ordinary Time’ (although it 

doesn’t feel very ordinary!),  

 

Gill and Vanessa  




