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Notices 
 
Coronavirus Update: Public Worship has been suspended indefinitely by the Church of England and the 
building is closed until further notice.  Please see Facebook and the website for ideas for prayer, worship 
and study at this difficult time.  While public worship is suspended weekly notices will include the “In 
need of our prayers” as well as the “anniversaries” section from the pew sheet. 
 
Electoral Roll: The revision of the electoral roll will now be extended until 28 days before the delayed 
APCM.  Forms are available from Jean Reeve, the Electoral Roll Officer, or email the church office on 
allsaintsorpington@gmail.com who will forward on your request to Jean). 
 
Our New Vicar:   
There is a Pentecost message from George below in the ‘News’ section. 
Please keep George and Yun Lee in your prayers.  God bless them and keep them safe. 
  
Foodbank update: A detailed update newsletter from the Project Manager is expected soon. Food 
parcels are being delivered to clients by a team of volunteers with help from the churches of Transform 
Bromley Borough.  Seven days’ worth of food is now being supplied to clients, rather than three. 
Volunteers are packing these food parcels at the warehouse on Tuesday afternoons. 
The most needed items are now:  
 
Toothbrushes 
Shampoo 
Baby wipes 
Washing detergent 
Washing up liquid 
Ladies deodorants 
Razors 
 
The foodbank has a Just Giving page here: 
 https://www.justgiving.com/bromleyboroughfoodbank 
This should make online donating simpler.  
Alternatively, cheque or cash donations should be sent: c/o Orpington Baptist Church, Station Road, 
Orpington, BR6 0RZ. 

Food donations can still be taken to the Oak Community Church, 345 Chipperfield Road, St. Paul's Cray, 
BR5 2LJ on Mondays and Thursdays 10am -12 noon. 
Shoppers can continue to use the supermarket collection points to leave donations.   
Thank you for your continued support! 



 

In Need of our Prayers 
All those affected by the Coronavirus, including: 

people helping those in need, charity workers and the Foodbank team trying to ensure  
that provisions are available to vulnerable families 

all people working through lockdown, including those in supermarkets and pharmacies,  
teachers, train and bus drivers, delivery drivers and funeral directors 

all hospital staff, working in very stressful circumstances, and those in their care, in ICU. 

 
Jean Barbour, Jane Bradstreet, Pat Cutter, Malcolm Dixon, Jean Fribence, Brenda Gooding,  

Katie H, Pauline Hill, Ralph Ingram, Carol Jeffery, Jean Jones, Carol King, 

Chris Kitchener, Jeff Lovell, Kath Misselbrook, Ruth Pooley, Jenny Scrivener,  

Leslie Wellham, Ron White, John Williams, Roma Wright, Lauren 

 
Please pray for those in the PRUH chaplaincy team as they continue to support staff,  

patients and relatives  
 

Those who have died recently 

Anthony Babington, Betty Burville, Jean Giles, Olive Hardiman,  

Joyce Harris, Dorothy Sprigg and Marilyn Stevens 

May they rest in peace, and rise in glory 

 
Anniversaries of the deaths of loved ones 

David & Joyce Thurbon, George Robinson, Robert & Sophie Pettigrew, Lilian Stock, 

Grace & Stanley Steel, Ronald Chant, Margaret Morphew, William Read, Frederick Tremain, 

Leslie Boehm, Robert Elston, John & Edith Cole 

A few of us are still using the ‘Our Prayer’ booklets to pray daily for All Saints’.  If you would like to join 
this, please let Gill or Vanessa know. We can send you the text by email. 
 



News 
 

This is issue number ten of our weekly newsletter from All Saints’.   
 
This week’s message from the Rev’d. George Rogers: 

 
WHAT IS PENTECOST (a.k.a. WHITSUNDAY)? 

Pentecost is the great festival that marks the birth of the Christian church by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. From the Greek, Pentecost means “fiftieth day” and is celebrated fifty days after Easter. Ten days 
after Jesus ascended to the right hand of the Father, the twelve apostles, Jesus’ mother and family and 
many other of his disciples gathered in Jerusalem for the Jewish harvest festival that was celebrated on 
the fiftieth day of Passover. While they were indoors praying, a violent wind came rushing through the 
house and tongues of fire descended and rested over each of their heads. This was the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit on human flesh promised by God through the Prophet Joel (Joel 2:28-29). The disciples 
were suddenly empowered to proclaim the gospel of the risen Christ. They went into the streets of 
Jerusalem and began preaching to the crowds. Not only did the disciples preach with boldness and zeal, 
but by a miracle of the Holy Spirit, they spoke in the native languages of the people present—many who 
had come from all corners of the Roman Empire. The apostle Peter preached to them about Jesus’ death 
and resurrection, and about three thousand converts were baptised on that day.  (Acts 2:1-41). 

A tradition of some churches in ancient times was to baptise adult converts to the faith on Pentecost. 
The newly baptised would wear white robes on that day, so Pentecost was often called Whitsunday or 
White Sunday after these white baptismal garments. Many Christian calendars, liturgies and hymnals 
still use this term. About the Liturgical Vestments on Whitsunday or the Day of Pentecost: Red is the 
liturgical colour for this day. Red recalls the tongues of flame in which the Holy Spirit descended on the 
first Pentecost. The colour red also reminds us of the blood of the martyrs. These are the believers of 
every generation who by the power of the Holy Spirit hold firm to the faith even at the cost of their 
lives. 

Confirmation is a sacramental rite during which those who have been instructed in basic Christian 
doctrine publicly confess their faith for all to hear. The Holy Spirit who empowered the disciples to 
preach the risen Christ over two thousand years ago is the same Spirit who empowers all confirmands to 
make their confession. Because Pentecost is the day that God poured out His Holy Spirit on Christ’s 
disciples, the Season after Pentecost (Trinity) is centred on sanctification, the work of the Holy Spirit in 
the day to day life of the Christian. Through the gift of faith that comes only from the Holy Spirit, 
Christians are able to believe in Christ as Lord and Saviour and to proclaim Him in their daily lives by 
service to their neighbours. Trinity is the longest season of the church year—it lasts from Trinity Sunday 
until the first Sunday of Advent. This is the non-festival portion of the liturgical calendar during which 
the Church focuses on Christian living, evangelism, stewardship and service to others—the ordinary or 
everyday aspects of the life of the Christian. For this reason, it is also called Ordinary Time. Ordinary 
Time is a time of spiritual building at the “grassroots” of our faith. Likewise, the liturgical colour of this 
season is green—the colour of life and growth.  

There are three “Great Feasts” commemorated in the Christian calendar. The first two, Christmas and 
Easter, are well known to both believers and non-believers. But it’s possible that even liturgical 
Christians may not be as familiar with the third, the festival of Pentecost.  God the Father’s wonderful 
Christmas gift of His one and only Son, and Christ’s Easter triumph over the power of sin, death and the 
devil would mean nothing to us if the Holy Spirit did not give us faith. Through the Word and 
Sacraments, the Holy Spirit gives us the power to believe and trust in Christ as our Lord and Saviour. This 
precious gift of saving faith is the reason Pentecost is the third Great Feast of the Church and why we 
celebrate it with so much joy and thanksgiving. 



 

John Pentlow has supplied the quotations quiz below: 

Who said or wrote these?: 
  
1. Fear is the main source of superstition and one of the main sources of cruelty. To conquer fear is the 
beginning of wisdom. 
  
2. A successful man is one who can make more money than his wife can spend. A successful woman is 
one who can find such a man. 
  
3. Life is not about finding yourself. Life is about creating yourself. 
  
4. Man must evolve for all human conflict a method which rejects revenge, aggression and retaliation. 
The foundation of such a method is love. 
  
5. I’ve had a taste of Society, and Society has had a taste of me. 
  
6. Freedom of the Press is guaranteed only to those who own one. 
  
7. Hindsight is always twenty twenty. 
  
The editor couldn’t identify the originator of any of the above quotations! To put you out of your misery, 
the answers are towards the end of this newsletter. 
 
 
 
This week’s beautiful photographs: 
 
Terry Rayfield has sent the following pictures: 
 
An azalea 
 

 



A bed of tall bearded irises. 

 

 
Orpington Film and Video Makers 
David Laker has sent the following: 

Films from OVFM's History of Orpington Project 
  
OVFM’s extensive film archive already contains a number of films relating to local history that have been 
by members over the years.  For the past three years we have had a project to make more such films 
and we are now adding two of these to the films we have already made available for you to view during 
lockdown.  One is about Ivy Millichamp, the last civilian to be killed by enemy action in World War 
Two.  The other is based on some paintings of Orpington made by local artist Richard Rayner in the 
1890s.  To view these films, please go to  https://www.ovfm.org.uk/ovfm-history-of-orpington-project/ 
 

 

Online Julian Group meeting                                         

There will be a Julian meeting by Zoom at 2 pm on Tuesday 2nd June. If you think you might like to try to 
join us, please email me on vanessa.m.dixon@btinternet.com  and I’ll send you the necessary link.       
 

 

 

 

 

 



Young Saints    Catherine King reports: 

 

This week the theme for Young Saints was 'Standing Together as One'. ( John 17:11) 

 

We watched a PowerPoint of various teams working together and used sticks to illustrate the point!  
One stick can easily be broken but when bundled together with other sticks it is too strong to be 
broken.  The sticks can teach us about the church being made up of people, us!   On our own we may be 
tempted to do something we know is wrong but if we stand together with others who follow Jesus, they 
will be a source of strength and encouragement.   We will be much stronger than we would be by 
ourselves.  So remember the lesson of the sticks - there is strength in unity.  We used the following 
prayer: 

 

Father, protect us and help us to be one with other believers,  just as you are one with Jesus. 
Amen. 

 

We had a range of crafts today: making a bundle of sticks, using fingerprints to make a picture and 
making balloons to symbolise that we are all united in Christ.  Here are some examples for you to share. 

 

 

       
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



       

Following on the Young Saints theme of ‘Standing Together as One’:   
As advertised last week, Churches Together in Orpington held a Day of Prayer on Thursday 28th May. I confess I 
was more than a bit dubious about the concept of reporting on one’s prayers by WhatsApp. However, I felt that I 
should do my ecumenical duty and signed up on the online rota to do my hour’s ‘slot’. After signing up, I was 
encouraged by email to provide my mobile number in order to join the WhatsApp group. I took the plunge and, as 
I’ve so often found when diving into something that’s outside my comfort zone, I found it thoroughly rewarding! 
After their hour of prayer people reported briefly on their experience, usually in connection with a verse or two of 
Holy Scripture. The one I found most moving was someone who had been sitting in their garden listening to the 
birds singing ‘beautiful melodies’. This brought to mind Zephaniah 3:17, ‘I will exult over you with loud singing’. 
He went on to say that ‘we are all a work in progress, but God loves us so much that he constantly sings over us as 
we allow him to transform us more and more into his image.’  

I decided to pray outdoors as others had done, and sat under our very old apple tree. 
 

 
 
Proverbs 25: 11 says, ‘A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in a setting of silver’.  Our apples are never gold, 
even when they’re ripe! The theme that came out of the day for me was ‘encourage one another’. CTO churches 
are very varied and we do things very differently from one another. However, we are greatly blessed through all 
the work we do together, and we can still give enormous encouragement to one another. This day of prayer 
contributed to that for me. I shared this quotation from Colossians 2: 2-3: ‘I want their hearts to be encouraged 
and united in love, so that they may have all the riches of assured understanding and have the knowledge of 
God’s mystery, that is, Christ himself, in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge’.  
 
Answers to John’s quotations quiz: 
 
1. Bertrand Russell 
  

2. Lana Turner 
  

3. George Bernard Shaw 
  

4. Martin Luther King 
  

5. Cole Porter – The Tale of the Oyster (1929) 
  

6. A.J.Liebling “The Wayward Press; Do You Belong in Journalism (1960) 
  

7. Billy Wilder 



 
Please keep your contributions coming! 

Photos or articles for next week’s newsletter and also for the magazine will be gratefully accepted. 

Please email them to vanessa.m.dixon@btinternet.com and gillsinclair@outlook.com 

 

Any church member in need of help should please contact John Pentlow on j.pentlow@btinternet.com 

John will try to co-ordinate help for you. 

 

New prayer requests should be sent to the church office on allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 

 

How are you doing? Please let us know. 

 

Our very best wishes and prayers to you all for good health and a very blessed Eastertide!   

Gill and Vanessa  




