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Notices 
 

Coronavirus Update: In response to the relaxation of the lockdown by the government, our church will 
be open for private prayer on Sunday afternoons from 14.00–17.00 and Tuesday mornings from 10.00–
13.00.  The church was deep cleaned and sanitised on Monday 17 June and the pew cushions have been 
removed for the time being to safeguard against the possibility of harbouring viral droplets, which last 
longer on cloth than on hard surfaces.  They will be returned once the threat of COVID-19 has passed.  
We will not be using the old church as a space for private prayer at this time.  Please use the main 
church entrance to enter the building.  
 
Electoral Roll: The revision of the electoral roll will now be extended until 28 days before the delayed 
APCM.  Forms are available from Jean Reeve, the Electoral Roll Officer, or email the church office on 
allsaintsorpington@gmail.com who will forward on your request to Jean). 
 
Foodbank update:  
Food donations can now be taken directly to the main warehouse again at Ex Adventure Kingdom 
Building, Stockwell Close, Bromley between 8am - 11.30 Monday, Tuesday and Thursdays.  Using 
supermarkets such as Tesco as your shop is always good because they give us money back on the weight 
collected. 
 
For money donations, using our website "donate now" or "Give Help" section is the best way, we don't 
have to pay any charges so get the money directly.  It can be found at this link: 
https://bromleyborough.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-money/ 
 
Cheques can be sent to Orpington Baptist Church.  The Just Giving page is great for those who would like 
to do sponsorship, which is why it was set up, but we do have to pay fees on this. 
 
The foodbank urgently needs:  
 
Ladies' shampoo 
Tinned peas 
Tinned carrots 
Small tins of potatoes 
Packets of mash 
 
Although there is a good overall stock in the warehouse, they are running low on the following items:  
 
Food 
Cold meat, custard, rice pudding, fruit squash. 
 
Toiletries 
Men's and women's shower gel, shampoo and deodorant, men's and women's razors,  
shaving gel, toothbrushes and toothpaste, washing up liquid, washing detergent, baby wipes. 
 
Thank you for your continued support! 



 

In Need of our Prayers 
 

All those affected by the Coronavirus, including: 
people helping those in need, charity workers and the Foodbank team trying to ensure  

that provisions are available to vulnerable families 
all people working through lockdown, including those in supermarkets and pharmacies,  

teachers, train and bus drivers, delivery drivers and funeral directors 
all hospital staff, working in very stressful circumstances, and those in their care, in ICU. 

 
Cameron Adams, Jean Barbour, Pat Cutter, Jean Fribence, Brenda Gooding,  

Katie H, Pauline Hill, Ralph Ingram, Carol Jeffery, Jean Jones, Carol King, 

Chris Kitchener, Pam Langley, Jeff Lovell, Kath Misselbrook, Ruth Pooley, 

Jenny Scrivener, Ron White, John Williams, Roma Wright, Lauren 

 

Please pray for Win McHenry who is recovering in hospital after a fall. 
 

Please pray for those in the PRUH chaplaincy team as they continue to support staff,  
patients and relatives  

 

Those who have died recently 

Alan George and Keith Parry 

 

May they rest in peace, and rise in glory 

 
Anniversaries of the deaths of loved ones 

Thomas & Doris Burdett, Benjamin Bradford, Phyllis Hickox, Alexander Crookshank, 

Joseph Crookshank, Richard Crookshank, Stephen Crookshank, John King, Susie Lucy, 

Ellen & George Searson, Henry Reeves, Norah Bosworth, Jeanette & Derek George 

 

A few of us are still using the ‘Our Prayer’ booklets to pray daily for All Saints’.  If you would like to join 
this, please let Gill or Vanessa know. We can send you the text by email. 

 

 

 

 



News 
 

This is issue number fourteen of our weekly news from All Saints’.   
 

This week’s message from the Rev’d. George Rogers: 
 

The Bond of Obedience 

Righteousness: the quality of being morally right or justified in relation to God. In the lectionary, we are 

in the crucial section in St Paul’s Letter to the Romans where he is focusing on the meaning of the 

Christian life as a life empowered by God’s grace. We are saved by God’s grace through faith, but sin is 

still a very present reality in life with which you and I must deal, daily. 

Paul doesn’t refer to “sins” as an individual’s infractions of the law, a failure to do “good”, or 

participating in behaviour that is morally “bad”. These are sins that are the result of the power of Sin. It 

is Sin with an upper-case “S” that Paul is talking about: a force that constantly threatens to take hold of 

life to destroy it. Any of us who have ever grappled with an addiction understand what Paul means here. 

One is enslaved to it, unable to master it, and ultimately consumed by it, whether alcohol, drugs, 

pornography, gambling or risk-taking. Over against that realm, Paul contrasts another: grace that 

produces the righteousness that emerged in Abraham so long ago; that was the founding principle in the 

life of Jesus Christ. Paul reminds us that though sin and righteousness exist in opposition to one another, 

in Christ, you and I have been freed from the former in order to live into the latter. 

Paul writes, “All of us who have been baptised into Christ Jesus have been baptised into His death. 

Therefore, we’ve been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from 

the dead through the glory of the Father, so we, too, might walk in newness of life” (Romans 6.3-4). In 

baptism, you and I have died with Christ to the power of sin. Baptism is incorporation into the death and 

resurrection of Jesus and birth into his realm of new life, a realm of grace which has broken the power 

of sin over us. We need no longer be enslaved to it, which is the very word Paul uses about sin’s power, 

reminding us that slaves are not their own, but belong to the one who is their master. Our incorporation 

into Jesus Christ through our baptism has ushered us into the realm of God’s grace, where we can find 

power to live as God designed life to be lived. 

As Paul says this, he uses a word that is absolutely repugnant to 21st century Christians, especially those 

of us in the west, who value our freedom: slavery. Paul continues to use the image of slavery, moving it 

in the opposite direction, talking about becoming slaves of righteousness. Behind all of this lies Paul’s 

awareness that the grace of God frees us from the destructive power of sin in order to pursue 

righteousness, but that freedom puts us, like Abraham, into a position to pursue either. By 

“righteousness” Paul doesn’t mean so much “virtue” or “moral goodness”, but rather, and more literally 

still, slaves of God serving God’s purposes.  

Paul is pointing to a truth about human life: it is, by nature, a slave to something. For all of the talk 

about liberation that has existed in the last several decades and again as of late, the question behind it 

is, “Liberated from what, for what; liberated to what”? What kind of living does liberation lead to? True 

freedom to become who we were created to be, or simply to another kind of slavery? Freedom doesn’t 

simply set us at liberty with no constraints. With freedom comes new responsibility, responsibility to our 

self, to our neighbour and to the world. Without embracing that responsibility, we can find ourselves in 

worse straights than we were at first.  

Paul is shining a spotlight on the dangerous half-truth, so currently fashionable in the Church today, that 

“God accepts us as we are”. God’s acceptance of us—wherever we are—isn’t a baptism of our ethics or 

moral behaviour, but an acceptance of us in spite of them. Remember, God’s grace is always 

transformative, or it’s not grace, but libertinism. “God accepts us where we are, but God doesn’t intend 



to leave us there. That would be precisely to “continue in sin, that grace might abound” (Romans 6.1). 

The radical inclusivity of the gospel must be matched by the radical exclusivity of Christian holiness. 

Unfortunately, too many of us who have been set free from the power of sin by God’s grace continue to 

let sin reign in our mortal bodies, bogusly claiming that God understands our weakness, or that Jesus 

welcomed sinners and, so, welcomes us as we continue in our old behaviours. Jesus did welcome 

sinners, and continues to be a friend of sinners. But he’s such a good friend that he never leaves us that 

way. He said, and continues to say, “Go and sin no more,” or better yet, “Follow me”! He died and rose 

again so that you and I could die to the past and rise to a future new life as his disciples. Remember, the 

root of disciple is “discipline” not “liberty.” Christ died so that you and I might become slaves to 

righteousness, more fully developing into the divine image God created us to be. 

Life isn’t about whether or not we will be slaves, but rather, whose slave we will be; who will we claim 
and serve as Lord as well as Saviour? Baptised and marked as Christ’s own forever, you and I have been 
freed from the power of sin, so that we can give ourselves to the power of Christ. When sins emerge as 
we struggle to be faithful, we are forgiven. In that forgiveness, we’re to find power not only to begin 
anew, but to become new. The grace of God in Jesus Christ frees us to embrace a new kind of 
servanthood, a new kind of captivity: slavery to the Lordship of Christ himself. Such enslavement leads 
to a life of holiness—not to holier than thou-ness—but to true completeness: a life lived out of the 
power of God, seeking and serving God until it becomes eternal. 
 

THE CHILDREN'S SOCIETY WALK 

 

On Saturday 18th July we are hoping to continue with our walk for The Children's Society. 

At the present time we are allowed 6 people - Sheila Anderson and myself will be walking and it would 

be great if another 4 people could join us.    

 

I have already banked £110 for walks sponsored from March to June.   If anybody would like to do their 

own walk and send a cheque to TCS - that is fine - I can also wait until we are back at Church when you 

can sign the official sponsorship form and a cheque/cash can be sent direct from All Saints' Church. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Anne Spencer (01689 601753) 
 

This week’s quotations quiz from John Pentlow: 

 Who said or wrote these: 
  

1.  Do your little bit of good where you are, it’s those little bits of good put together that overwhelm the 
     world. 
  

2.  The ice was here, the ice was there, the ice was all around, 
     It cracked and growled and roared and howled like noises in a swound. 
  

3.  History is littered with the wars that everybody knew would never happen. 
  

4.  If I relaxed, If I took my foot off the gas, I would probably die. 
  

5.  Cowards die many times before their death, the valiant never taste of death but once. 
  

6.  The enemy of art is the absence of imitations, 
  

7.  Human fallibility recognised, Gods sovereignty trusted, these are also the only stable foundations for 
human beings in society.  
 

The answers are towards the end of this newsletter. 



This week’s beautiful photographs: 
 

Cathy Hussey announces Tots Latest Arrival: 

Claire, and Steve, and sister Florence are delighted to 

announce that Baby Mabel was born on the 1st June at 

11.56 weighing 7Ibs 2oz. 

Claire and Florence come regularly to 'Tots'.  We look 

forward to welcoming Baby Mabel to Tots when we return. 

 
 

 
Pictures from Terry Rayfield 
 

                

                      Day Lily     Self-sown poppies in the dahlia bed 
 

 
 
   Pot plants can add colour to a garden. 

 



Photos from Geoffrey Dawson 

 

The plant is a self-sown wild one: a Great 

Mullein. Thriving on neglect it is now a 

monster at over 6' and admired by passers-

by. 

 

The rose is a hybrid tea bush which I bought blind 

in Orpington market for £2!. Very handsome and 

fragrant and flowering for the first time. Would 

anyone know what its name is? 

 

Note from the Editor 

I seem to remember that a Dark Mullein was one of two rare plants to be found in All Saints’ (old) 

churchyard, the other being the tiny Rue Leaved Saxifrage. Does anyone know if they are still present? 

 

 



Young Saints     

Catherine King writes:    

Last week, Young Saints played a guessing game using a PowerPoint presentation. We guessed the 
number of sweets in a jar, the number of pages in a little Bible, the number of hairs on a girl's head, the 
number of grains of sand on the beach, etc. We linked this to the Gospel reading and how amazing it is 
that God knows just how many hairs we have on our head!  As with all good guessing games, there was 
a prize for the closest guess so James was the lucky recipient of a jar of smarties!  We also worked on a 
decoding puzzle together, and used this prayer: 
  

Dear Father,  we are thankful that we have a God who knows everything about us and loves us so much 
that he sent his son to die for us. Amen. 
  

We had 2 craft activities, one to make a sparrow's head and the other to use our initials to sum up our 
lesson. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Online Julian Group meeting                                         

The next session on Zoom will be on Tuesday 30th June at 2 pm. If you think you might like to try to join us, please 

email me on vanessa.m.dixon@btinternet.com  and I’ll send you the necessary link.       

Answers to John’s quotations quiz: 

1.  Bishop Desmond Tutu 
  

2.  Samuel Taylor Coleridge from The Rime of the Ancient Mariner 
  

3.  Enoch Powell 
  

4.  Gordon Ramsay 
  

5.  William Shakespeare 
  

6.  Orson Welles 
  

7.  Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury. 
  

  
Please keep your contributions coming! 

Photos or articles for next week’s newsletter and also for the magazine will be gratefully accepted. Please email 
them to vanessa.m.dixon@btinternet.com and gillsinclair@outlook.com 

Any church member in need of help should please contact John Pentlow on j.pentlow@btinternet.com 

John will try to co-ordinate help for you. 

New prayer requests should be sent to the church office on allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 

How are you doing? Please let us know. 

 

Our very best wishes and prayers to you all for continuing good health, 

Gill and Vanessa  

 


