
All Saints’ Weekly Newsletter 

26 July – 1 August 2020 

 

 

 

 

Morning Prayer continues on weekdays at 9 am in the Old Church 

Live streaming of services 
Live streaming of the Sunday and Wednesday Eucharist services and some Morning Prayer services will 
continue to be available on the All Saints’ facebook page. 

 
Foodbank update:  
The crates are now available in church again for your donations.  You are welcome to bring any 
donations with you when you attend one of our services. 
 
Although there is a good overall stock in the warehouse, they are running low on the following items:  
 
Food 
Custard, coffee, jam, packets of mashed potato, cold meat and biscuits. 
 
Toiletries 
Men's and women's shampoo (urgent need), shaving gel, washing detergent and nappies (size 5). 
 
There are copious stocks of pasta, beans, soup, UHT milk, rice, tinned tomatoes, cereals, tea and toilet 
rolls.  Donations of these items are politely discouraged at the present time, although donations will 
never be turned away. 
 
For money donations, using our website "donate now" or "Give Help" section is the best way, we don't 
have to pay any charges so get the money directly.  Cheques can be sent to Orpington Baptist Church.  
The Just Giving page is great for those who would like to do sponsorship, which is why it was set up, but 
we do have to pay fees on this. 
 
Thank you for your continued support! 

 

 

 



 

In Need of our Prayers 
All those affected by the Coronavirus, including: those who have lost loved ones to Covid or other 

illnesses during the lockdown, who may not have been able to say goodbye and are struggling in their 
grief; for those who have to be isolated for two weeks after their loved one has died.  We pray that they 
will remember that, during the darkest days, the Lord is with them and, where needed, will carry them. 

 
We continue to pray for people helping those in need: for charity workers and for the Foodbank team 

who are trying to ensure that provisions are available to vulnerable families. We pray for all key workers 
in the various professions who have continued working in very stressful circumstances and we pray for 

those in their care, especially those in hospital ICUs and care homes. 
   
In the Anglican cycle of prayer, we pray for the team responsible for preparing the Lambeth Conference, 

which was due to be taking place now—please pray for them as they consider the implications of this 
postponement in the light of the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 
In the diocesan cycle of prayer, we pray for Tonbridge Archdeaconry, The Venerable Julie Conalty, 

Archdeacon. 
 

We also pray for: 
Cameron Adams, Jean Barbour, David Blackman, Pat Cutter, Jean Fribence, Brenda Gooding,  

Katie H, Duncan Hellicar, Pauline Hill, Ralph Ingram, Carol Jeffery, Julia Jeffery,  

Carol King, Chris Kitchener, Jeff Lovell, George & Mary McCormack, Win McHenry,  

Kath Misselbrook, Jenny Scrivener, Andy Skinner, Theresa Uphill, Ron White,  

John Williams, Mary Williams, Roma Wright, Lauren 

 

Please pray for those in the PRUH chaplaincy team as they continue to support staff,  
patients and relatives  

 

Those who have died recently 

Douglas Haynes 

 

May they rest in peace, and rise in glory 

 
Anniversaries of the deaths of loved ones 

Dorothy Wild, Edwin E Hyde, Edwin J Hyde, Mary Hyde, Mabel Robinson, Vivien Jones, 

Netta Johnson, Sheila & Kenneth Job, Haydn & Margaret Purcell, Victor Priddin, Dorothy Bull, 

John Setters, Eileen Gower, Gladys & Benjamin Smith, Dorothy Cole 

 

 

A few of us are still using the ‘Our Prayer’ booklets to pray daily for All Saints’.  If you would like to join 
this, please let Gill or Vanessa know. We can send you the text by email. 



News 
 

This is issue number seventeen of our weekly news from All Saints’.   
 
This week’s message from the Rev’d. George Rogers: 
 

Surfing the Net 

What can a story of a dragnet and a great catch of fish tell us about God’s kingdom? The two most 

common ways of fishing in Jesus’ time were with a casting-net which was thrown from the shore, and 

the drag-net which was let down or cast into the waters from a boat. As the boat moved through the 

waters the dragnet was drawn into the shape of a great cone which indiscriminately took in all kinds of 

fish, and flotsam and jetsam swept in its path. It usually took several men to haul such a net to shore.  

What is Jesus’ point here?  The world is a vast sea, and men, in their natural state, are like the fish. 

Preaching the gospel is casting a net into this sea, to catch something out of it, for God’s glory who has 

the sovereignty of this sea. Just as a dragnet catches every kind of fish in the sea, so the Church acts as 

God’s instrument for gathering-in all who will come. Just as the dragnet does not or cannot discriminate, 

so the Church, which we are, doesn’t discriminate between the good and the bad, the useless and the 

useful, the sharks, and the sardines. God’s kingdom is open to all who will accept and believe.  

But there will come a time of separation, at the close of the age, when the angels will send the good and 

the bad to their respective destinations. Hypocrites and true Christians shall be parted: miserable is the 

condition of those that shall then be cast away.  

Like the mustard seed, God’s kingdom starts from the smallest beginnings in the hearts of men and 

women who are receptive to his word, and it works unseen and causes a transformation from 

within. Leaven is another powerful agent of change. A lump of dough left to itself remains just what it 

is… But when the leaven is added to it, a transformation takes place, which produces rich and 

wholesome bread when heated. The kingdom of God produces a transformation in those who receive 

the new life which Christ offers. When we yield to Christ, our lives are transformed by the power of his 

Holy Spirit which dwells in us. 

Many slight the gospel because they look only at the surface of the field. But all who search the 

Scriptures to find Christ and eternal life, will discover such treasure as makes the field unspeakably 

valuable; and they make it their own on any terms. Though nothing can be given as a price for this 

salvation, much must be given up for the sake of it.  

All the children of men are busy; one would be rich, another would be honourable, another would be 

learned; but most are deceived, and take up with counterfeits for pearls. Yet Christ is a Pearl of greatest 

price; in having him, we have enough to make us happy here and forever. A man may buy gold too dear, 

but not this Pearl of great price. When the convicted sinner sees Christ as the gracious Saviour and 

bringer of new life now, all else becomes worthless to his thoughts. 

Our duty as the Body of Christ, the Church, is to gather in all who will come. And this doesn’t mean 

waiting for them to darken our doors, but to go out and welcome them into God’s Kingdom. We are 

emissaries of Christ, we cannot be separated from the love of God, fear nothing. We’re to be 

transformed by the Holy Spirit, and to lead by our example. God, in the end, will give the good and the 

bad the reward they deserve. Yet God offers the treasure of his kingdom to all who believe.  

Will we take it?  

 
 
 



This week’s quotations quiz from John Pentlow: 

 Who said or wrote these: 
  
1.  We were told 4 years ago that 17 million people went to bed hungry every night. Well, that was 
probably true. They were all on a diet. 
  
2.  What is this life, if full of care, We have no time to stand and stare? 
  
3.  It is wicked to mock the afflicted. 
  
4.  A man is more than the sum of all things he can do. 
  
5.  It is necessary to investigate both the facts and the history of a problem in order to study and 
understand it. 
  
6.  The long and distressing controversy over capital punishment is very unfair to anyone contemplating 
murder. 
  
7.  She will have to walk behind the angels - and she won’t like that! 
 
 The answers are towards the end of this newsletter. 
 

CALLING ALL THOSE WITH A SEWING MACHINE 
If you have a sewing machine and a bit of time on your hands, we were 
wondering if you would be willing to make face coverings that you could 
donate to the church for visitors. 
These would have to be made from cotton and washable.   A lot of you may 
have your own patterns, and there are lots of tutorial videos on the 
internet.  If anyone is without internet please let us know and we can try 

and find a set of written instructions.   
  
We would ask visitors who wish to purchase a mask for a small donation, say £3 minimum, and they can 

either put cash in a yellow envelope with the reference ‘masks’ or use the donation machine. All monies 

raised will go towards church funds. 

If you would like further information please contact Lesley Birse. Many thanks, and happy stitching. 
 
From David Scrivener: 

 A Malvern Update  

A few weeks ago, the country seemed in a mess! I was coping, Jen was coping, we were all just about 
coping! 

Time has passed very fast! I judge this by the number of times I fill my weekly tablet pot!  

But does there appear to be any future on the horizon? 

I have not visited my Jenny for three months. Being in a Care Home brings its own problems on which I 
need not enlarge. I have had an invitation to visit, washed, dressed in full cover, with full face mask, for 
a maximum 30 minute period under strict supervision. 

I declined, for although it is not possible to know what Jenny is ‘seeing’, I have the thought that to view 
a strange person dressed in medical gear and standing and shouting at her from two metre distance, 
would most likely cause more upset than pleasure? 

However, I have daily reports and the current prognosis is that ‘she is fine and settled’, for which I give 
thanks. 



I have met Rob and Sara with their respective families for an outdoor barbecue on my birthday. We 
obeyed all the government objectives. 

I have not found it possible to resume regular church. Obviously, as an individual, I have my reasons for 
thinking that the time is still not yet right and/or proper. 

Plenty of telephone and mail contacts with members of my church family and again, my grateful thanks. 

On the down side, my knees have decided that they object to carrying my weight around without some 
help! An e-consultation with the doctor re-affirmed that having a new x-ray was not possible and that 
physiotherapy and a frozen packet of Birds Eye petite pois were the only possible way forward! It is 
interesting to note that a ‘visit to the doctor’ has been wiped from our vocabulary and replaced with an 
e-consultation! Naturally the knee problem has slowed the garden progress but a couple of hours here 
and there has kept it in trim 

I did try a new hanging planter combination this year - Gazania 
with the regular purple lobelia. Not sure about the results. Plenty 
of colour but the Gazanias only show their faces in full sun. On a 
cloudy day they give the impression of having flowered and then 
died away!  

The family in Australia are about level with the UK with this 
Covid-19, but their restrictions seem to be less severe. Maybe 
they are a younger population with less fear for their future than 
their old ‘wrinkly’ parents back in Blighty! 

 I am still mostly self-isolating, but take the occasional jaunt into 
Orpington for necessities such as the pharmacy, the hairdresser 
(yes I did get a trim) and birthday cards. Sometime life will return 
to near-normality. Our esteemed Leader has put Christmas in his 
diary. I do so hope he is right. 

 

Scriv 

This week’s photos received from Terry Rayfield 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
      Bedding plants make a nice setting                            Bedding Dahlias coming into bloom 

 

 

 

 Beef tomatoes – good for making soup - 

 and Alicante for eating 

 

 

 

 



Young Saints 

Catherine King writes:  

Last week Young Saints met on Zoom for a 'Hide and Seek' session.  We played a game then used a PowerPoint 

with 'hidden' things to spot. You can join in with the pictures below! Most are animals of one sort or another.  

We then talked about how it is no good trying to hide from God as he knows everything about us and loves us 

regardless. We decorated pots reminding us of what really matters - Jesus loves us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Online Julian Group Meeting 
 

I used ‘The Passage of Time’ as the theme for our readings last week. The readings are simply a ‘lead in’ to the 

silence, but I find it helpful to have a theme for each session. The next session will be on Tuesday 4th August at     

2 pm. If you think you might like to join us, please email me on vanessa.m.dixon@btinternet.com  and I’ll send 

you the necessary Zoom invitation.       

J M magazine: We are registered as The Orpington Julian Meeting with national JM. The August magazine has just 

arrived. There are always interesting book reviews, and the current issue contains encouraging news of the 

variety of ways in which Julian Meetings have found of continuing during lockdown. They are not all ‘Zooming’! If 

anyone would like to read this magazine, please let me know. I will be happy to post it to you if necessary. It’s the 

same sort of size as ‘Saints Alive’. 

Answers to John’s quotations quiz: 

1.  Ronald Reagan 
  

2.  William Henry Davies – from his poem “Leisure” 
  

3.  Frankie Howerd 
  

4.  Bill Clinton 
  

5.  Chairman Mao Tse Tung 
  

6.  Geoffrey Fisher, Archbishop of Canterbury 
  

7.  King Edward VII following the death of his mother, Queen Victoria. 
 

Newsletter farewell from Vanessa 

I suggested this newsletter on a whim in March, as I thought it might be a helpful way of keeping the 

congregation connected during lockdown. I’ve enjoyed compiling it, and I’m very grateful for the appreciative 

comments. Thank you for all the beautiful photographs and articles. I’m enormously grateful to Gill, Karen, Jean 

and Paul. Their technical knowledge is far greater than mine, and I have relied upon them to tidy up and finish off 

what I have started! 

The time is right for me to step back from the newsletter role. Although life is far from ‘back to normal’, 

nonetheless it is becoming busier. I’ve been called back to the foodbank and attended a retraining session this 

week. The Orpington Centre will reopen next Wednesday with strict new procedures. The two centres will 

function in parallel with the home deliveries, which will continue for the moment. I’ll be working my Wednesday 

shifts again, so won’t have as much time on my hands. 

In many ways I rather enjoyed lockdown with its slower pace of life and more time to spend in the garden 

contemplating the unexpected flower and chasing butterflies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Gill and Karen have kindly agreed to continue putting the newsletter together for the time being, so please send 

photos and articles to Gill from now on. 

Thank you again, 

Vanessa 

 
Please keep your contributions coming! 
Photos or articles for next week’s newsletter and also for the magazine will be gratefully accepted. Please email 

them to gillsinclair@outlook.com 

Any church member in need of help should please contact John Pentlow on j.pentlow@btinternet.com 

John will try to co-ordinate help for you. 

New prayer requests should be sent to the church office on allsaintsorpington@gmail.com 

How are you doing? Please let us know. 

 

Our very best wishes and prayers to you all for continuing good health, 

Gill and Vanessa  

 

 


